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Attendance and Achievement: Dwayne 
Lesson Title: All the News 
Grade Level: Middle School

Essential Question: 
How does being able to publicize classroom happenings from 
your perspective motivate you academically?

Notes: 
Before beginning this project, determine the format or select options for a newsletter format you 
would like to offer to the students.  If your class has access to computers and templates for newsletters, 
determine how you will use them for the project.  Quite often schools have a newsletter, printed  
and/or online for school stakeholders.  Find out if your class can use this format in this session.  If you  
do not have access to the digital templates, one has been provided for you.  Students can fill in the  
spaces as you determine.

Materials
• Space to write where everyone can see
• Newsletter template (One example is provided; others exist online; schools often use a specific 

template)
• Writing implements if necessary
• In a remote environment, meeting software will need to have “breakout room” or similar function 

enabled to allow pairs of students to have discussions. Also, handouts may need to be emailed to 
students ahead of time or shared in meeting software chat function

Procedure:
1. Begin session by asking students to define the purpose of a class newsletter.  Who receives it?  Why? 

How is information selected for the newsletter?  Who writes it?  What are the different sections of a 
typical newsletter?  Why are those sections in the newsletter?

2. If possible, show an example of the school newsletter (paper or online version) and have students
analyze the sections, the purpose for each section, and the target audience for each section.  What do 
they like or dislike?  Why?  If your school or class does not publish a newsletter, use the example
provided and/or other examples found on the Internet.  Does the newsletter tell the important
information about what is happening in your classroom?

3. Ask students: How would you improve this newsletter? What would you change?  What would you
keep? Why?  What sections should a good newsletter have?  Why?  Write their ideas in a place
everyone can see.
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4. Ask students about topics and/or information they would include in a class newsletter.  Write their 
ideas in the space.  Consider asking: 

• What is currently going on in class?  What are we studying?  How are we learning?
• What changes are happening?
• What is new in the classroom?
• What do you like best in this class?
• How is outside news affecting our class?
• What details, facts, dates, etc. should school stakeholders know?

5. Tell students that they are going break into publishing groups of four or five to create newsletters for 
this class.  Every person on the team must contribute to the newsletter as a writer and/or illustrator.
Each team must decide the following:

• How will people know this is a newsletter about our classroom?
• What do we want to share about our class and our learning?
• Sections: Titles of each section, article or information to be included, and who will write the article/ 

information
• Illustrations or photographs to include: Where will they go?  How will descriptors be included?
• How will students edit/check writing?  How can they use the school writing process to help with the

final product?
• Ask students other questions that should be considered before breaking into publishing groups

(possible topics for discussion might include: languages that should be represented in the
newsletter, spotlight sections, calendars, etc.)

6. Determine the timeline for each group’s first draft and the final publishable form.

7. On due date, determine a way to share all newsletters with class members (Make paper copies to
share? Show on SmartBoard?) and discuss the highlights of each newsletter as well as the best way to 
distribute the newsletters.

8. Ask students how they might continue to contribute to future class and/or school newsletters.

Conclusion
At the end of each day of working on the newsletters, ask students to reflect on their work on the 
newsletter as an independent contributor and as a team.  How will this motivate you to take more 
ownership of the class and your learning?  

When the newsletters are complete, ask students to discuss how their editions compare and contrast with 
the school and/or former classroom editions.  Discuss why student perspective is important for a class 
publication.  
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