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Digital Citizenship
Grade Level: High School

A Note to the Teacher 
The five lessons in this section address student interaction with social media 
through deep examination of photographs.  They should be approached in 
the order presented as the process for examination and interpretation of 
photographs is developed sequentially in the five lessons. 
 

 

 

Music Guide: Fair Use Statement: The music for the lessons in 
this guide is contained on a CD provided for classroom use only in 
accordance with section 107 of the United States Copyright Law.  The 
music has been purchased by Connect With Kids Network to be used, as 
stated in the law, for purposes of “teaching, scholarship, or research.” In 
accordance, teachers may not make copies of the CD or sell the CD for 
pleasure or for profit.
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Essential Question
How does social media affect you?

Facebook: The Musical
Digital Citizenship  
Grade Level: High School

Note: No video accompanies this lesson.

Materials
•	 Lyrics to and recordings of “Facebook: The Musical” by AVbyte
•	 Highlighters, one per student

Discussion Guideline
1. Ask students: How do you use social media?  Which sites do you use most?  Why? What do social 

media sites offer or give you?  What do you give to social media?

2. Explain that in today’s lesson students will listen to a song that treats obsession with Facebook in a 
humorous way. Present the approach that humor can have a lot to do with commonality; we have to 
have experienced something to “get” the joke.

3. Distribute the lyrics to and listen to the recording of “Facebook: The Musical” by AVByte.  Tell 
students to listen and look for things they can relate to in terms of how the singers use Facebook.

4. Discuss the sections of the song lyrics that resonate with them. (What struck you as particularly 
funny? Did any of the irony or critic strike you as a thought you have had before?) What might 
someone who had never used the site learn about Facebook from this song? Why?

5. Distribute the highlighters and have students highlight the lyrics that most relate to the 
commonalities between their own personal use of social media and the singer’s use of social media.  

6. Discuss how these commonalities establish the humor.

7. Discuss how this music is a humorous social commentary song: through humor, the artist addresses 
a perceived problem in society.  Social commentary is a form of communication that seeks to 
express an opinion or deliver a message regarding a social issue, usually with the intent of creating 
change by appealing to the audience’s sense of justice.  Social commentary pieces do not always tell 
us what to think, but they do provide information about problems.  Humorous social commentary 
pokes fun at the topic, but not all social commentary is humorous, as we will see in future lessons.
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8. What is the message delivered by the social commentary of this song? Do you agree or disagree with 
the message?  Why?  

9. How is the social commentary delivered?  Does one notice the commentary in the lyrics alone, or 
does the performance clarify the position of the commentary?

10. Have the students select a partner to work with to plan a social commentary song lyric about a social 
media site. They will write an original social commentary song lyric or rap (if they choose to create 
music as well, that’s fine, but the lyrics are the required element of the assignment.)  They will have 
two sessions to complete the social commentary lyrics.  Each set of social commentary song lyrics 
should consider the following:

•	 The name of the site
•	 The purpose of the site
•	 How people use the site
•	 The “buzz words” of the site
•	 How it makes the people who post things feel
•	 How it makes observers feel
•	 What makes someone “fluent” in the language of the site?   
•	 A message about the social media

Conclusion
Ask students to think about how they react to postings on Facebook and other social media sites. The 
next session will feature a different kind of song about social media.

Notes
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Facebook: The Musical 
By AVbyte

 
Time to check my Facebook.

Chorus: 
Facebook, Facebook. Gotta check my Facebook.  
Gotta take another look.  
Nothing new. 
I am hooked.

What to do? Hit refresh.

Facebook, Facebook. Gotta check my Facebook.  
Gotta creep on all my friends.  
Every day. There’s no end. 
It’s the Facebook way.

Oh my God, 10 Likes. I’m so popular.

Like a post. 
Poke a friend. 
Friend request. 
Post a pretty pic of your vacation. 
Block your mom 
Click an ad.  
Stalk your ex. 
Share your dumb political opinion.

Send a gift 
Send a JIF 
Send a GIF 
Check to see who’s celebrating birthdays.

Play a game 
Candy Crush 
Solitaire 
Bug your friends with Farmville updates  
 everyday. 

Chorus: 
Facebook, Facebook. Gotta check my Facebook.  
Gotta take another look.  
Nothing new. 
I am hooked.

What to do? Hit refresh.

Facebook, Facebook. Gotta check my Facebook.  
Gotta creep on all my friends.  

Every day. There’s no end. 
It’s the Facebook way.

Look who left their Facebook up! Ha!

Facebook really is the way to keep in touch  
 with all old school friends 
With just a single like or comment you can bet  
 your friendship will not end. 
Relationships mean close to nothing if they are  
 put in your about 
And if you’re not Facebook official than the  
 whole thing really does not count

You really should not get too comfortable with  
 how your Facebook looks today 
‘Cause knowing Zuckerberg he’s is probably  
 about to change it anyway

Yes, Facebook has its little problems with  
 security and ads 
Now maybe life without a Facebook would not  
 end up being all that bad

Chorus: 
Facebook, Facebook. Gotta check my Facebook.  
Gotta take another look.  
Nothing new. 
I am hooked.

What to do? Hit refresh.

Facebook, Facebook. Gotta check my Facebook.  
Gotta creep on all my friends.  
Every day. There’s no end.  
It’s the Facebook way.
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Essential Question
How does social media affect your life?

Facebook Friends  
Digital Citizenship  
Grade Level: High School

Materials
Lyrics and soundtrack to “Facebook Friends” by Brad Paisley

Discussion Guidelines
1. Review the concept of a social commentary song that uses humor and how humor is created 

through commonalities: we need to have experienced the same things that are mentioned in the 
song in order to find the humor or “get” the joke.

2. Distribute the lyrics to and listen to the recording of “Facebook Friends” by Brad Paisley.  Ask 
students if this is a social commentary song and have them explain their reasons.  What is the 
message of the song? How does the singer convey the message? Is humor used?  Which works 
better, social commentary with humor or with a serious bent?  Provide examples to explain your 
answer. 

3. Tell students they will have a set amount of time to work on writing their social commentary song. It 
can use humor or a relevant story to communicate the message. Review the requirements for each 
social media social commentary song:

•	 The name of the site
•	 The purpose of the site
•	 How people use the site
•	 The “buzz words” of the site
•	 What makes someone “fluent” in the language of the site?
•	 How it makes the people who post things feel
•	 How it makes observers feel
•	 A message about the social media

4. At the end of the allotted time, have students share with the group the social commentary lyrics 
they have created.  Ask the writers about the genre of music (such as rap, country, hip hop, etc.) they 
thought would work best for their song lyrics.  
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5. Ask the group to identify the message delivered by the social commentary.

6. Discuss how all of the songs describe ways social media affects our lives.

Conclusion
Why is it important to think about the ways social media affects our lives and the decisions we make?

Notes
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Facebook Friends 
By Brad Paisley 

 
She was looking at shoes on Amazon 
A pop-up ad said, “Find anyone” 
She thought about the first boy that she loved 
Just a couple clicks and there he was

That night she sent a friend request 
The next day she sat down at her desk 
And four simple words “Hey, how you been?” 
And she felt 17 again

And that’s the thing about Facebook friends 
It doesn’t matter how long it’s been 
Someone you never thought you’d ever see again 
And suddenly you’re Facebook friends

They started out just catching up 
That led to meeting him for lunch 
For long they’re meeting in some bar 
For long they’re kissing in some car

And that’s the thing about Facebook friends 
It doesn’t matter how long it’s been 
Someone you never thought you’d ever see again 
And suddenly you’re Facebook friends

Oh if there was anybody else 
She’d be sittin’ in judgment 
Thinking they should be ashamed of themselves 
For God’s sakes you’ve got a husband and a minivan

And this was not part of a plan 
She fantasized they’d start a new life 
He’d finally up and leave his wife 
But one day she turned her laptop on

And his whole profile page was gone 
And that’s the thing about Facebook friends
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Essential Question
Why do we take selfies?

Selfies		
Digital Citizenship  
Grade Level: High School

Materials 
•	 Lyrics to and soundtrack of “Selfies” by Nina Nesbitt
•	 Copies of the article “Why Selfies Matter” by Alexandra Sifferlin for TIME
•	 Student cell phones for taking a selfie

Discussion Guidelines
1. Ask students about their “selfies” habits.

•	 Do you take a lot of selfies or a few? Why?
•	 How much do you share your selfies?  On what social media sites or platforms (such as email or 

text message)? Why?
•	 What do you think are the best and the worst kind of selfies?  Why?
•	 What is the difference between taking a selfie to express a thought or an idea and using words 

via text or talking?  Why?
•	 What is your main purpose for taking selfies?  

2. Distribute lyrics and listen to the recording of “Selfies” by Nina Nesbitt.

3. Based on the song, how would the singer answer the questions we discussed at the beginning of our 
session? (See questions in Step 1). 

4. Review the concept of social commentary: a form of communication that seeks to express an 
opinion or deliver a message regarding a social issue, usually with the intent of creating change by 
appealing to the audience’s sense of justice.  Social commentary pieces do not always tell us what to 
think, but they do provide information about problems.  The music and lyrics of Nina Nesbitt’s song 
addresses a perceived issue in society. What is the message delivered by the social commentary of 
this song? Do you agree or disagree with the message?  Why?  

5. Distribute copies of the article “Why Selfies Matter” by Alexandra Sifferlin for TIME. Have students 
read the article with a partner and look for ways the people in the article interpret selfies.  How does 
this article relate to the song?

6. Discuss their findings as a group and challenge students to think about why they take selfies.  
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Conclusion
Ask students to take out their phones and take a selfie.  How do they choose to take that selfie?  Is it a 
solo or group selfie?  What does that say?  How might they use that selfie?  Why do we take selfies?

Notes
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“Selfies”	 
by Nina Nesbitt

 
Sitting in my bedroom tonight 
Thinking of how to change your mind 
Since you walked out my life again

Yeah

So I strike a pose and tilt my chin 
And hold the light to suit my skin 
Your favorite t-shirt on again

Counting hours 
Counting lies 
3, 2, 1 
And I smile

Taking pictures of myself, self, self 
Taking pictures of myself, self self 
Guess I’m reaching out to be assured 
All I wanted was to be adored

Now you’re telling me I’m vain, vain, vain yeah 
But you don’t feel my pain, pain, pain 
Facing life upon the shelf, shelf, shelf 
Taking pictures of myself, self, self

Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself oh oh

I’ll post it up in black and white 
With a depressing quote on my life 
So that you see what I’m going through 
Yeah 
This is desperation at it’s best 
A conversation to be left 
But all my pride was burned by you

Counting days 
Counting takes 
3, 2, 1 
I’m awake 
Taking pictures of myself, self, self 
Taking pictures of myself, self self 
Guess I’m reaching out to be assured 
All I wanted was to be adored 

Now you’re telling me I’m vain, vain, vain yeah 
But you don’t feel my pain, pain, pain 
Facing life upon the shelf, shelf, shelf 
Taking pictures of myself, self, self

Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself oh oh

Taking pictures of myself, self, self 
Taking pictures of myself, self self 
Guess I’m reaching out to be assured 
All I wanted was to be adored

Now you’re telling me I’m vain, vain, vain yeah 
But you don’t feel my pain, pain, pain 
Facing life upon the shelf, shelf, shelf 
Taking pictures of myself, self, self

Hey, what you looking at? 
Hey, what you looking at? 
Hey, what do you looking at? 
Hey, what do you looking at? (Taking pictures of 
myself) 
Hey, what you looking at? (Taking pictures of myself) 
Hey, what you looking at? (Taking pictures of myself) 
Hey, what you looking at? (Taking pictures of myself) 
Hey, what you looking at? (Taking pictures of myself)

Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself 
Taking pictures of myself oh

Songwriters 
NINA LINDBERG NESBITT, THOM KIRKPATRICK
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Article:	Why	Selfies	Matter 
By	Alexandra	Sifferlin,	TIME	Sept.	06,	2013

Whether it’s the duckface smirk or the coyly suggestive close-up, selfies are a mainstay of Twitter and 
Instagram and have parents and psychologists wringing their hands over what they “mean.”

Some social scientists lump the selfie trend — which is most popular among younger social media 
users — into the larger narcissism that they say is more prevalent among today’s preteens and 
adolescents, arguing that the self-portraits are an extension of their self-absorption, while others view it 
as nothing more than an outlet for self-expression, which just happen to be shared more publicly via the 
communication mode of our times — social media.

But how aware are young children, or even teens, about the impression that their selfies leave? Do 
they appreciate that with their likenesses, they are often sending strong visual messages — some even 
suggestive — that they might not want conveyed?

Dr. Pamela Rutledge, director of the Media Psychology Research Center, believes that parents and 
experts are over-analyzing the selfie. First, she says, they aren’t really that new. As she points out in her 
column for Psychology Today, the term selfie was defined in UrbanDictionary.com in 2005. But now that 
more people have cell phones with cameras, they’re just more prevalent.

“The way kids think about technology, media and communication is much different than people even 
10 years their senior,” she says. “Technology is changing so fast that even small generational gaps are 
meaningful in how we view ‘normal.’”

Developmentally, selfies make sense for children and teens. And for the most part, they are simply 
reflections of their self-exploration and nothing more. “Self captured images allow young adults and 
teens to express their mood states and share important experiences,” says Dr. Andrea Letamendi, a 
clinical psychologist and research fellow at UCLA. As tweens and teens try to form their identity, selfies 
serve as a way to test how they look, and therefore feel, in certain outfits, make-up, poses and places. 
And because they live in a digital world, self-portraits provide a way of participating and affiliating with 
that world.

But even though taking selfies is a part of growing up digital, that doesn’t mean all self-portraits are 
okay. Like all behaviors that children and teens test out, parents should help them to learn the limits 
and guidelines for which types of pictures are acceptable and which are not. It’s not likely that pre-teens 
and even adolescents think beyond seeing the images as a type of developmental skin that they try 
on and shed, for example, but they do need to be aware that their actions may have consequences. 
“Kids only have awareness within the context of their experience. Expecting teens to understand what 
something “means” to an adult is about as reasonable as expecting an adult to understand what it 
means to the teen,” says Rutledge.

That includes whether others will perceive the pictures as suggestive or too indulgent. Rutledge 
says that it’s important for mom and dad to remember that finding and establishing this threshold 
of appropriateness may be particularly challenging since it could be different for each adolescent. 
But such discussions are likely the most positive way to solve the issue — explaining to a child what 
“questionable” selfies are — why it’s not acceptable to send out a sexually suggestive picture — is more 
constructive than blocking their Facebook account or taking away their phone, she says.

But increasingly, other experts say that selfies can also be a window into deeper adolescent issues. 
With Facebook becoming a prominent resource in young people’s’ therapy sessions, they could provide 

http://healthland.time.com/2013/09/06/why-selfies-matter/
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a useful jumping off point for addressing a teen’s or young adult’s self-perceptions. In cases where the 
patients find it hard to open up about issues, selfies could be a way for therapists to break the ice and 
start a dialogue about what the teen was feeling when the self-portrait was taken, or why he snapped 
the picture in the first place. “Scientific studies are gathering more information about the use of social 
media to help professionals recognize these as avenues to identify, support, and help young folks who 
may otherwise not receive this kind of attention,” says Letamendi. “Psychologically speaking, there 
may be some benefit to participating in sharing selfies because this practice is interwoven in our social 
culture and is a way to interact socially with others.”

Even apart from situations where selfies can inform emotional or behavioral problems, for example, 
the material that children and adolescents view online — selfies included — can be influential in 
molding their sense of self. Research has shown that adults make emotional connections to what they 
see posted online, and that their behaviors and decisions are influenced by how peers in their social 
network are interacting. People often feel envy, loneliness and generally worse about themselves 
after perusing their friends’ party pictures, for instance, and the latest research, published this week 
in the Journal of Adolescent Health, suggests that teens are more likely to engage in risky activities like 
smoking and drinking if they see their friends doing it in photos.

That’s not surprising, given the ubiquity of social media influences in our lives. But it’s worth studying, 
those in adolescent development say, to better understand how these social contributors are shaping 
the next generation, for better or worse.

Read the entire article, ‘Why Selfies Matter’ by Alexandra Sifferlin at TIME 2013

Notes

http://healthland.time.com/2013/09/06/why-selfies-matter/#ixzz2jLufeA5S
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Essential Question
Are we as a society addicted to the Internet?

Addicted to the Internet   
Digital Citizenship  
Grade Level: High School

Materials
•	 Lyrics to and recording of “The Web is a Bore” by JuneBug
•	 Copies of the Internet Addict Diagnostic Questionnaire (IADQ)
•	 The More Things Change... Handout on quotations regarding television use

Discussion Guidelines
1. Write the following sentence on the board: Americans are addicted to the Internet.

2. Indicate that one side of the room is yes, the other is no, and that students should stand on the “yes-
to-no scale” to indicate their opinion about the statement on Internet addiction.  

3. Have students turn to a person standing close to them on the scale and discuss their reasons.

4. Ask students to share with the larger group. After discussion (or perhaps for the discussion), have 
students return to their seats.

5. Distribute lyrics and listen to “The Web is a Bore” by JuneBug.  Review the concept of social 
commentary: a form of communication that seeks to express an opinion or deliver a message 
regarding a social issue, usually with the intent of creating change by appealing to the audience’s 
sense of justice. Social commentary pieces do not always tell us what to think, but they do provide 
information about problems.  How is this song social commentary?  What does this song have to say 
about Internet addiction?  How do you know?  What is the style of the song? (Alternative Rock). How 
does it suit the message? 

6. Ask students if they have ever thought about their own addiction or non-addiction to the Internet—
whether used on phones, iPads, laptops, etc.  

7. Distribute the copies of the Internet Addiction Diagnostic Questionnaire.  Ask student volunteers to 
read the questions out loud.  Tell them NOT to answer the questions out loud; you are not trying to 
diagnose them.  This is just for them to think about.
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8. If time permits, or as an extension lesson, explore with students the much-repeated quotation 
attributed to French critic, journalist and novelist Jean-Baptiste Alphonse Karr (1908-1990): ‘plus 
ça change, plus c’est la même chose’ or ‘The more things change the more they stay the same.’ 
Distribute the handout with quotations relating to television and technology in the 20th century. 
How do those comments compare to the lyrics of “The Web is a Bore”?  How do those comments 
and concerns about television compare to today’s concerns about Internet addiction? What other 
instances can you think of in the ways society (or your parents and grandparents) react to change 
through the generations? Ask students to create their own quotation about their use, perspective or 
predictions about social media and online life in general.

Conclusion
Ask students to once again stand on the scale to indicate their opinion about Americans and Internet 
addiction.  Did their opinions change?  Why or why not?

Notes
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“The	Web	is	a	Bore”	 
By JuneBug

 
It seems like everyone is lazy nowadays 
Sat on their computers inside 
Like helpless flies they have got stuck inside a web and they are 
Watching their lives flash past their eyes

But the web is a bore 
The web is a bore 
The web is a bore 
The web is a bore

Don’t want to know how many people liked your profile picture 
I’d rather see you in person 
I couldn’t care if you got retweeted by someone famous 
I’d rather hear it from you first

‘Cause the web is a bore 
The web is a bore 
The web is a bore 
The web is a bore

Solo

And if you wait or even hesitate you might find you’re too late 
To do the things you want, is that what you want? 
That’s what I thought

Chorus x 2
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Internet Addict Diagnostic  
Questionnaire (IADQ)
Developed by Dr. Kimberly S. Young 
To assess levels of addiction

 
Dr. Young says, “Answering positively to five out of the eight questions may be indicative of an online 
addiction.”

•	 Are you preoccupied with using the Internet? Do you think about your previous or future online 
activity?

•	 Do you have the need to be online longer to be satisfied?
•	 Have you made repeated but unsuccessful attempts to cut back, stop or control your Internet use?
•	 Do you become moody, restless, irritable or depressed when you stop or decrease your Internet use?
•	 Is your time spent online longer than what you originally planned?
•	 Did your online use negatively affect a significant relationship, education, career or job?
•	 Do you conceal the extent of your Internet usage from your therapist, family or others?
•	 Does the Internet serve as an escape from problems or relief from a bad mood?

Source: www.globaladdiction.org/dldocs/GLOBALADDICTION-Scales-InternetAddictionTest.pdf

Notes

http://www.globaladdiction.org/dldocs/GLOBALADDICTION-Scales-InternetAddictionTest.pdf


© 2017 Connect With Kids Network   www.connectwithkids.com   1.888.598.KIDS (18)

‘plus	ça	change,	plus	c’est	la	même	chose’	 
The More Things Change...  
20th Century Commentary on the Advent of Television

1. “TV will never be a serious competitor for radio because people must sit and keep their eyes glued 
on a screen; the average American family hasn’t time for it.”  – Author Unknown, from New York 
Times, 1939

2. “I can think of nothing more boring for the American people than to have to sit in their living rooms 
for a whole half hour looking at my face on their television screens.”  – Dwight D. Eisenhower, 34th 
President of the United States

3. “One of the few good things about modern times: If you die horribly on television, you will not have 
died in vain. You will have entertained us.”  – Kurt Vonnegut 

4. “Television has proved that people will look at anything rather than each other.”  – Ann Landers

5. “[Television is] an invention that permits you to be entertained in your living room by people you 
wouldn’t have in your home.”   – David Frost

6. “We cannot blame the schools alone for the dismal decline in SAT verbal scores. When our kids 
come home from school do they pick up a book or do they sit glued to the tube, watching music 
videos?  Parents, don’t make the mistake of thinking your kid only learns between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. “  – George H.W. Bush, 41st President of the United States
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Essential Question
Why do people text even when it is not healthy or 
inappropriate to do so? (TTYL is a text message acronym 
often used for talk to you later.)

Dying 2 Text     
Digital Citizenship  
Grade Level: High School

Discussion Guidelines
1. Ask students if they would rather text or talk (in person, on Facetime, or on the phone) with a friend 

and explain their answers.  No doubt they will say something about how it depends on the situation. 

2. Propose the following situations and ask if they would text:

•	 You are out with two or three friends, having a really great conversation, and you receive a text 
from someone else.  What do you do?  Why? 

•	 You are out to dinner with your grandparents and you receive a text. Your parents have already 
told you, “No phones/texts/screens at dinner.”  What do you do?  Why?

•	 You are at the movies/on a date and you receive a text.  What do you do?  Why?
•	 You are driving (or pretend you are old enough and/or have access to a car) and you receive a 

text.  What do you do?  Why?

3. Discuss with students: What do your responses say about you?  What do they say about your 
relationships?  What do they say about your distractibility?  

4. Distribute lyrics and listen to the recording of “Highway Don’t Care.” Review the concept of social 
commentary: a form of communication that seeks to express an opinion or deliver a message 
regarding a social issue, usually with the intent of creating change by appealing to the audience’s 
sense of justice. Social commentary pieces do not always tell us what to think, but they do provide 
information about problems.  Humorous social commentary pokes fun at the topic, but not all social 
commentary is humorous. How is this song social commentary on driving and texting?  What lyrics 
support your answer?

5. Ask students if there is any situation in which they would not pick up or answer a text and make a 
list on the board.  

6. Tell students you are going to read them a list of situations involving texting and they need to tell 
you whether or not it is true.  Use the scenario sheet provided.

7. Think of each scenario as the basis for a social commentary song.  Create a title of a social 
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commentary song about one or more of the scenarios.  What style of music would you use?  Why?  
Would your song be serious or humorous?  Why?

Conclusion
Read the following quotation from comedienne Paula Poundstone, whose comedy is often based on 
social commentary. Ask them why this is funny and not funny at the same time.

“When I talk to people about (constantly being on their phones) they get defensive.  They say ‘It’s not an 
addiction, it’s just something I enjoy.’ Really? I love to play ping pong, I love to practice the drums, I love to 
tap dance, but I have never even once tried to figure out how to do any one of those things while driving in 
such a way so as the cops couldn’t see. Because I’m not addicted to them, I just enjoy them.  And there’s a big 
difference.”

Are we, in America, indeed addicted to our screens and texting and the Internet, despite the risks?  It’s 
something to think about.

Notes
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“Highway	Don’t	Care” 
(feat. Keith Urban & Taylor Swift)

 
Bet your window’s rolled down and your hair’s pulled back 
And I bet you got no idea you’re going way too fast 
You’re trying not to think about what went wrong 
Trying not to stop ‘til you get where you goin’ 
You’re trying to stay awake so I bet you turn on the radio 
And the song goes

I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby 
I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby, baby

The highway won’t hold you tonight 
The highway don’t know you’re alive 
The highway don’t care if you’re all alone 
But I do, I do. 
The highway won’t dry your tears 
The highway don’t need you here 
The highway don’t care if you’re coming home 
But I do, I do.

I bet you got a dead cell phone in your shotgun seat 
Yeah, I bet you’re bending God’s ear talking ‘bout me. 
You’re trying not to let the first tear fall out 
Trying not to think about turning around 
You’re trying not to get lost in the sound but that song is always on 
So you sing along

I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby 
I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby, baby

The highway won’t hold you tonight 
The highway don’t know you’re alive 
The highway don’t care if you’re all alone 
But I do, I do. 
The highway won’t dry your tears 
The highway don’t need you here 
The highway don’t care if you’re coming home 
But I do, I do.

I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby 
I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby, baby

The highway don’t care 
The highway don’t care 
The highway don’t care 
But I do, I do.

I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby 
I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby, baby 
The highway don’t care 
The highway don’t care 
The highway don’t care 
But I do, I do)

[3x]

I can’t live without you, I can’t live without you, baby
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True or False? 
International Texting Scenarios

1. A city in Germany that installed crossing lights embedded in the sidewalk so that people 
could continue to look at their mobile phones and be safe without looking up.

Answer: True

“Officials in the city of Augsburg became concerned when they noticed a new phenomenon: Pedestrians 
were so busy looking at their smartphones that they were ignoring traffic lights. The city has attempted 
to solve that problem by installing new traffic lights embedded in the pavement — so that pedestrians 
constantly looking down at their phones won’t miss them.” — Washington Post, April 2016 

2. A city in China has set up walking lanes and pedestrians choose from walking in a normal 
lane and one reserved for “smombies,” people who walk and stare at their devices at the 
same time.

Answer: True

‘“There are lots of elderly people and children in our street, and walking with your cell phone may 
cause unnecessary collisions here,” Nong Cheng, a marketing official for the group in charge of 
Chongqing’s entertainment zone, told the Associated Press. —‘ Smombies=Screens + Zombies’  — 
Washington Post, September 2014 

3. A study conducted in Seattle, Washington found that pedestrians who text and walk were 
3.9 times more likely than undistracted pedestrians to display at least one unsafe crossing 
behavior (disobeying lights, crossing mid-intersection, or failing to look both ways.)

Answer: True 

The study is cited on the National Center for Biotechnology Information website.— Injury Prevention, 
November 2012 The National Center for Biotechnology Information, National Institutes of Health, 
November 2012 www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3717764/ 

4. New Zealand’s Transport Agency was so worried about the number of deaths caused by 
texting while driving that it created a commercial called, “Put Me First.”  In the commercial, a 
driver who is actively driving reaches for his/her phone and the person in the passenger seat 
reaches down and holds his/her hand while Lionel Richie’s romantic song “Hello” plays in the 
background.

Answer: True

The commercial shows a number of different drivers receiving a text while they are driving with 
passengers in their vehicle. Rather than shocking audiences with violence or boring them with 
statistics, New Zealand’s transport authority has gone for awkward humor in its anti-texting TV public 
service campaign, also called “Hello.” It has the slogan, “Put your passengers first. Drive Phone Free.” 
— AdWeek,  March 2016 www.adweek.com/adfreak/new-zealand-just-had-creepiest-idea-reminding-
drivers-not-check-their-phones-17047

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3717764/

