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A Voice From the Front Lines of War… 
 
In this harrowing novel of the tragedy of war, nineteen-year-old German soldier Paul Baumer is 
sent to the front lines during World War One. Inspired to enlist after listening to stirring poems 
and speeches about patriotism, Paul quickly realizes that war is not as romantic as he had been 
led to believe. In the wake of World War One’s horrific tragedies and losses, what will Paul 
learn about the value of life and death?  

 
  
Be a Better Reader 
As you work through the study guide for All Quiet on the Western Front, you will also practice 
these skills, which will help you when you read novels in the future, for school assignments or 
just for fun.  

1. Describe how characters in a novel are developed. 
2. Describe the plot development and structure of a novel. 
3. Describe and analyze the role of setting in a novel. 
4. Identify and analyze the themes in a novel. 
5. Identify and analyze an author’s purpose and perspective. 
6. Explain how historical context affects readers’ understanding and appreciation of a novel. 
 
 
 
Behind the Scenes  
German novelist Erich Maria Remarque was born in Osnabruck Germany in 1898 and drafted 
into the German army as a teenager in 1916, in the middle of World War One. Sent to the 
Western Front, Remarque fought on the front lines until becoming badly wounded. Ten years 
after the war ended, he published his critically acclaimed masterpiece, All Quiet on the Western 
Front. Surprisingly, the novel, which follows the wartime plight of a German soldier – the bitter 
enemy of American and British troops – became a beloved classic in these enemy countries, 
which speaks to the power of the novel’s antiwar message.   
 
At the time of All Quiet on the Western Front’s release, most wartime novels were still blindly 
patriotic, and romanticized soldiers martyring themselves for their country. Remarque sought 
to battle against the public’s belief of the glory, adventure, and honor of war by showcasing the 
brutal, tragic life of everyday soldiers by unflinchingly casting them as the true victims of war. 
His novel is still celebrated for its staunchly antiwar message, and his grimly realistic portrayal 
of the horrors of war.  
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The Plot  
Emboldened to enlist in the army after listening to patriotic speeches about war, nineteen-year-
old Paul Baumer quickly realizes that there is no glory, adventure, or honor in life on the front 
lines. How will Paul’s reality change as the war drags on, and what will he learn about the value 
of life and death in battle? As you read All Quiet on the Western Front, fill in the boxes for each 
element of the novel’s plot. 
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The Characters  

In All Quiet on the Western Front, Remarque introduces the reader to a variety of soldiers, 
many of whom were based on real-life soldiers Remarque met on the front, to showcase the 
real horrors of war, stripped of romantic patriotism. Use the space below to help organize your 
thoughts on each character. In the second column, write or type the lesson readers learn about 
the reality of war through this character’s experiences.  
 
Character Lesson Learned 

Paul Baumer 
 

 

Stanislaus 
Katczinsky 

 

Albert Kropp 
 

 

Muller 
 

 

Tjaden 
 

 

Kantorek 
 

 

Corporal 
Himmelstoss 

 

Franz 
Kemmerich 

 

Joseph Behm 
 

 

Gerard Duval 
 

 

Lewandowski 
 

 

Haie Westhus 
 

 

Mittelstaedt 
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The Setting  
Paul’s story is primarily set on the western front, in the trenches, on the front lines of World 
War One. All of the novel’s themes, conflicts, and characters are directly related to the setting. 
Understanding the setting is one of the keys to understanding the novel as a whole.  
 
Use the spaces below to describe the setting of the western front and the events that take 
place there. In the first column, type or write direct quotes from the novel—phrases and 
sentences that are used to show what life is like on the front lines. In the second column, 
explain in your own words what these details show or suggest about the novel’s themes and 
characters. Remember your description should include details about the historical, political, and 
physical setting of All Quiet on the Western Front.  
 
 
Direct Quote Related to Setting Your Explanation 
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Tracking Themes 

What is Erich Remarque trying to say about the truth of warfare in his tragic novel, All Quiet on 
the Western Front? The main themes in All Quiet on the Western Front are related to patriotism 
and the horrors of war. See if you can identify and analyze those themes. 
 
Step 1: What parts of the plot seem related to a possible theme in the novel? (Think about the 
main conflict and how it get resolved or worked out.) 
 

Step 2: Which characters seem related to a possible theme? Which characters change, and 
what do those changes suggest about the importance of patriotism and personal identity? 
 

Step 3: How does Erich Remarque utilize symbols to hint at the novel’s themes? What objects, 
people, or places stand for something “bigger” in the story? 
 

Step 4: What does the novel’s title suggest about the novel’s theme? Why do you think is the 
deeper meaning in the novel’s title, All Quiet on the Western Front?  
 

Step 5: Write about one or two of the novel’s main themes in your own words. 
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Talk About It 
What do you think about Remarque’s tragic novel All Quiet on the Western Front? Has the 
novel’s message about the horrors of war affected your view of patriotism? In the space below 
each question, write an answer based on your own experiences and your own understanding of 
the plot. Include some textual evidence or examples that helped you arrive at your answer. 
 
1. All Quiet on the Western Front was written specifically to combat the romantic patriotism 

that led so many uninformed teenagers to enlist during World War One. Do you think 
Remarque has successfully portrayed warfare in a different light? Is Remarque’s version of 
war more informative, or is it simply another form of propaganda?  

 

Textual Evidence:  
 

2. The intense physical threat of war had a profound effect on the soldiers who fought in the 
trenches, or on the front lines during World War One. How does Paul’s character change 
throughout the novel? What events lead to his transformation from naïve youth to the 
detached, traumatized soldier we see at the end of the novel? What message should the 
reader take away from Paul’s wartime experiences?   

 

Textual Evidence:  
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Represent! 

Show what you know about All Quiet on the Western Front and its message about the horrors 
of war. Choose one of these projects to complete and share with your teacher, classmates, and 
others. 
 
Choice 1: Artistic Expression 
 
Many great novels have been re-created as graphic novels: a series of pictures telling the story. 
The Antiwar Publishing House of New York City wants to publish a kid-friendly version of All 
Quiet on the Western Front to help explain the horrors of war to middle-school students. Since 
you’ve just finished reading All Quiet on the Western Front, you’re in a good position to advise 
The Antiwar Publishing House on how to adapt the novel in a way that appeals to young 
readers.  
 
If you know how to use pictures to tell a story, you’re even more suited for this task: to create a 
graphic or animated version of All Quiet on the Western Front for posting on the Internet as 
either a photo slide show or a video. Your visual version of All Quiet on the Western Front can 
be simpler and shorter, but the novel’s purpose and message should be just as clear in the slide 
show or video you create. The audience for your presentation will include teens assigned the 
novel who have decided not to read it as well as students who did read the book but didn’t get 
the message Remarque hoped to send. 
 
If you decide to draw a series of images that tell the story, deliver your scanned images in a 
compressed folder (such as a zip file) and name the files in a way that shows the order in which 
the images should appear. If you create an animation, instead, compress your video to make it 
less than 10 MB, and upload your video file. 
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Choice 2: The Art of Propaganda  
Propaganda goes hand-in-hand with war, particularly when encouraging enlisters. Remarque 
wrote All Quiet on the Western Front with the express purpose of combating the highly 
romanticized view of war by portraying its grisly reality. The proprietors of the German 
Wartime Museum want to expand their propaganda wing by including enlistment promotions 
from before and after World War One. Since you’ve just finished reading All Quiet on the 
Western Front, you’re in a good position to provide examples of wartime propaganda.  
 
Your task is to produce two enlistment promotions, either in illustrated poster form, or 
dramatized in a television commercial. The first (pre-WWI) promotion should embrace the 
romanticized notion of patriotism while the second (post-WWII) should showcase Remarque’s 
realistic response. The audience for your promotions will include the educated museum 
proprietors, as well as teenagers considering wartime enlistment.  
 
If you decide to draw to illustrate propaganda posters, deliver your scanned images in a 
compressed folder (such as a zip file) and name the files in a way that shows the order in which 
the images should appear. If you create televised commercials, instead, compress your videos 
to make them each less than 10 MB, and upload your video files. 
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