
Select and Summarize

1. Use the chart below to record notes for each of your sources. Remember to include 
the title, author, publisher, page numbers, and/or website links to the source in the 
Source row. In the Notes column, include one note per row, and in the Heading column, 
write a brief explanation of what the note is about. Add rows to the chart as needed.
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Notes: Heading:
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2. Look back through your notes and identify similar and differing ideas within your 
notes. Write down three similarities and one difference below.

3. What conclusions can you draw from your notes, when you consider what 
information is provided by all of them together? Write down two conclusions below.

4. Identify the most important point, or claim, that you want to make about your subject. 
Then identify three or four ideas that support this claim. Using these two pieces of 
information, create a thesis statement about your topic. Write your thesis below.



5. Create summaries for each of your sources. First, copy the title and author (if 
known) of each of your sources. Then write a summary for each one. Be sure that your 
summaries focus on the most important points from the source, are written in your own 
words, and include support for your thesis statement.

Summary of Source #1:

Summary of Source #2:

Summary of Source #3:

Summary of Source #4:

Summary of Source #5:

Summary of Source #6:



Summary of Source #7:

Summary of Source #8:
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