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Foreign Affairs Comparisons 

Review the lessons in this course that describe the administrations of the nation's first three presidents, recalling how each president handled 

issues that arose between the United States and other countries. Then use the table below to record the three leaders' approaches to foreign 

policy. For instance, in the columns beside President Washington, describe the main problem that Washington faced with Britain and with Spain 

and then describe his approach to solving the problem.  

 

PRESIDENT 

 

 

COUNTRY 

 

SOURCE OF THE PROBLEM 

 

PRESIDENT’S APPROACH TO SOLVING THE PROBLEM 

 
President 
Washington 

 
Britain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Spain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
President 
Adams 

 
France 
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President 
Jefferson 

 
Tripoli 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
France 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Britain 
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Now answer these questions, which ask you to compare and contrast the three leaders’ approaches to foreign policy. 

1. In your opinion, which President had the best approach for conducting foreign affairs?  Explain why you think so.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In your opinion, which president had the worst approach for conducting foreign affairs?  Explain why you think so. 
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