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COMPREHENSION

Read and take notes.
1. Circle words that you do not know.
2. Underline phrases that help and phrases that you
    don’t understand.
3. Write thoughts or questions in the margins.

WHERE OLD MR. GOBBLER GOT THE STRUTTING HABIT
The Gobblers never have gotten over strutting since Old 
Mr. Gobbler, the first of the family, got the habit.”

“Tell me about it. Please, Grandfather Frog, tell me about 
it,” begged Peter. “How did Old Mr. Gobbler get the 
habit?”

Grandfather Frog chuckled. “He got it from admiring his 
own reflection in a pool of water,” said he. “You see, in 
those days way back when the world was young, people 
had more time to form habits than they do now. With 
plenty to eat and little to do, they had more time to think 
about themselves than they do now. Old Mr. Gobbler 
soon discovered that he was the biggest of all the birds 
in that part of the Great World where he lived, and this 
discovery was, I suspect, the beginning of his vanity. Then 
one day as he was walking along, he came to a little pool 
of water. It was very clear, and there wasn’t a ripple on 
the surface. There for the first time Mr. Gobbler saw 
his reflection. The more he looked, the better he liked 
his own appearance. He spread his tail just to see how it 
would look in the water. Then he puffed himself out and 
strutted.

“’There is nobody to compare with me,’ thought he, and 
strutted more than ever.


