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Looking for an online learning management system? Here are some of the best to choose
from. Click To Tweet

Academy of Mine (Just Added!)
From $99/month (Mini), $199/month (Starter), $299/month (Growing), $449/month
(Monster); 30-day free trial; learn more here

On Academy of Mine, you can create beautiful online courses and landing pages easily and
without coding, by using its prebuilt layouts. Afterward, you can manage all your courses in one
place, the Integrated Dashboard.

Assess your students’ learning progress through quizzes and exams with multiple-choice and
True-False questions. You can also give assignments and evaluate them within the platform.
Finally, track students’ grades and progress with the inbuilt gradebook.

Academy of Mine also comes with built-in-built messaging. This means you and your students
can privately send messages to each other from within the platform.

This learning management system also provides a powerful marketing dashboard and
integration with Google Analytics and webmaster tools.
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Accord LMS
From $295/month to $745/month; no free trial; learn more here

Accord LMS gives you lots of reporting features and insight into your students’ learning
experience, as well as gamification and social learning communities to help keep them
engaged.

Its drag-and-drop tools mean that even technologically impaired trainers can easily create
courses. But if you’re the techy type, there are plenty of advanced features to play with too,
such as cloud storage integration, third-party plugins, and single sign-on for students already
registered as users of your website.

Aktiv Mind LMS
From $69/month to $499/month; 30-day free trial; learn more here

This award-winning LMS is often used by companies creating internal training for employees,
but is also suitable for building a course you intend to sell. The $39/month Standard plan is for
up to 25 active students – and you can pay monthly or annually, with a discount of up to almost
⅙ off the cost if you choose annual billing.

When you open an Aktiv Mind LMS account, you’ll be offered an interactive tutorial that walks
you through the process of uploading your content, creating student quizzes and so on to
produce your course. You’ll also have access to their support crew via email and phone
(email-only for the Standard plan), but primarily during the EST daytime and evening – so if
you anticipate lots of support calls and you live on the other side of the world, take the time
zone differences into consideration.

“Our platform is designed to be used by non-technical course creators that want a very easy-
to-use platform in order to create courses quickly and efficiently.” – Rob MacLeod, Aktiv Mind
LMS

CertSpring
From free, $1/month per student per month, to $15 one-time fee per student; 15-day free
trial; learn more here

Pricing at CertSpring can be done whichever way you prefer: either $1 per student per month
OR $15 per student as a one-off payment. In other words, if you think your students will stick
around for 15 months or more then the one-off payment option might save you money in the
long term. CertSpring also offers a forever free plan if you have no more than 5 students, so
it’s good for a small pilot.
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The interesting thing about CertSpring is its focus on bringing pre-existing content into your
courses. no matter where the external content is hosted. If you want to pull in YouTube videos,
recommend an ebook, or show your students vital diagrams, this LMS makes it easy – and
CertSpring’s e-commerce engine will process payments for you, too.

Chamilo LMS
Free; learn more here

Chamilo LMS is open source software, so you don’t need to pay anything for it, but you may
need to pay service providers to help you set stuff up the way you want it. I love the way they
describe open source on their website: “All the Chamilo software products are entirely free (as
in freedom), free (as in beer) and complete, and are production-ready without requiring any
type of payment.”

You can create courses, map out learning paths, deliver tests and assessments, run surveys
and live chats, and check student progress with Chamilo’s built-in features. Handy plugins and
integrations include PrestaShop for sales and OpenMeetings for video conferencing, as well
as Softaculous for easy installation on hosting with CPanel.

CourseCraft (Just Added!)
From free + 9% transaction fee (Free), $29/month + 5% transaction fee (Club), to
$59/month, no transaction fee (Society); learn more here

CourseCraft is one of the few learning management systems that allow you to teach together
with collaborators. You can add friends and colleagues, and allow them to create and edit
beautiful lessons together (Society plan only).

CourseCraft also integrates with your blog or website. Using Embed codes, people can enroll
in your course without leaving your site.

Another interesting feature is the ability to sell add-ons to your course, such as coaching or
consulting hours, downloadable content such as PDFs, audio files, and video (paid plans only).

DigitalChalk
From $15/month (Essential, $39/month (Professional), to $129/month (Premier); no free
trial; learn more here

DigitalChalk lets you guide your students along specific learning paths with prerequisites, tests,
and assignments – useful if you want to create a set of short courses for your students to
progress through. You can brand your course with your logo and sell it through DigitalChalk’s
e-commerce tools. Although DigitalChalk doesn’t offer a free trial, it *does* offer free demos to
help you see how it works.
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Docebo
From $230/month to $600/month; 14-day free trial; learn more here

With Docebo the $230/month plan lets you have up to 50 active students, and you can choose
annual billing instead of monthly to get a ⅙ discount. Some add-on features and third-party
app integrations carry an extra cost, so account for that in your budget if you think you’ll use
those features – for example, a custom domain name or gamification options.

Among the more interesting add-ons is a blogging app (free) that lets your students write and
comment on blog posts within the LMS. Another useful add-on is the E-Commerce app
$39/month) that lets you create an online store with integrated payment processors – including
PayPal, Stripe and Authorize.net – and extra features such as promotional voucher codes.

For analytics and student progress tracking, you can customize your dashboards and reports –
and if you need help, Docebo’s users say the customer service team is attentive and quick to
resolve support requests. To get a sense of how easy the software is to learn and use, check
out this tutorial video on how to create a course in Docebo.

“Docebo is a very intuitive and user-friendly LMS for businesses, which makes it a good choice
for people who aren’t tech-savvy, but it also has robust capabilities that can be leveraged by
more advanced users.” – Alison Grenkie, Docebo

EDUonGo
From $50/month (Starter), $100/month (Professional), to $300/month (High Volume); free
trial available; learn more here

EDUonGo supports live online classrooms – great for experimenters who want to test content
and delivery on the fly. Their Starter plan lets you have up to 10 students, and the High
Volume plan covers up to 100 students.

EDUonGO also provides a course catalog page template that lets you showcase your available
courses all in one place if you create multiple courses. If you want to market and sell your
courses using a free-to-paid content model, you can use EDUonGo to create built-in enrolment
pages for your paid course at the end of your free course.

Eliademy Premium (Just Added!)
From €10 per month +2€ monthly per unique participant or €500 per year for unlimited
courses and students + 10% commission on course sales; 15-day free trial; learn more
here

Originally built for classroom educators and corporate trainers to bring their lessons online,
Eliademy Premium allows anybody to create an online course. Eliademy has an online course
marketplace, where it’s free to create and sell your online courses (this will be included in a
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future update of our post about online learning marketplaces).

However, Eliademy Premium is where you can teach “confidential courses,” or online courses
that don’t appear on Eliademy’s course marketplace. You can promote and sell your courses
only through a special link. Eliademy Premium has its own webinar platform, where you can
teach up to 50 students at a time. You can also add discussions, tasks, quizzes, and
customizable completion certificates to your course.

eTrainCenter
From free (100 registrations) to $2,000/month (10,000 registrations), 90-day free trial;
learn more here

eTrainCenter, created by Creative Logic Solutions, is another LMS with built-in tools that let
you price and sell your course. It also offers add-on services such as consulting or training in
e-learning to help you learn to create great courses. Student chat rooms and message boards
let you and your students discuss the course, or you can switch these features off if you prefer.

The pricing model lets you choose a free plan with up to 100 registrations, or you can opt for a
range of paid plans based on registrations or active students – and save up to 25% by paying
annually instead of monthly. With simple analytics and reporting, you get an overview of who’s
studying what and how your students are doing in their assessments – and if you’d like to
include other data in your reports, the support team can help.

“The eTrainCenter LMS has been on the market since 2004 and has a proven track record…
We have flexible pricing models that allow for seat or registration pricing. Seat pricing is ideal
for companies where users take many courses. Registration pricing is perfect for companies
where users take very few courses per year.” – Niall Rochford, Creative Logic Solutions

GnosisConnect
From $299/month to $849/month; 30-day free trial; learn more here

The key feature everyone emphasizes about GnosisConnect is that it’s easy to use and
customize – and when you’re logged in to GnosisConnect as a course creator, you’ll have
access to plenty of tutorial videos to help you get to grips with the software.

GnosisConnect offers a discount of ⅙ off the cost if you choose annual billing; the $299/month
plan lets you have up to 100 users in your course. Some reviewers say the analytics and
reporting could be more in-depth, but whether that matters to you will depend on your specific
priorities. To get a sense of what’s available, request a free demo and one of GnosisConnect’s
experts will show you around the LMS live and answer all your questions.

“GnosisConnect is a simple and an intuitive LMS… We make it very easy for any user to use
all the major functionalities they would use in their day to day life.” – Robert Velasquez,
GnosisConnect
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GO1 LMS
From free (up to 5 students) to $5/user/month; 14-day free trial; learn more here

This LMS includes e-commerce features such as sales pages, payment processor integrations
and promotional coupons. The $10/month Starter plan allows up to 10 students. When you
pass the 10-student line, you can adjust your plan and costs to cover any number of students –
with a discount for paying annually.

Users say that interactivity and simplicity are the best points about GO1, but the company’s
passion for doing good is also impressive. If you’re building a course for a non-profit or charity
organization, you’re eligible to apply for a free GO1 portal. And GO1 promises that all funds
received from Starter plan users are donated directly to organizations that help make the world
a better place.

“GO1 is not just a learning management system, we also have a course marketplace of over
100,000 courses from some of the top content creators worldwide. This gives you the option of
creating your own content, or selecting high quality pre-made courses, both of which can be
managed from within the GO1 system.” – Scott Cooper, GO1

Inquisiq
From $199/month (up to 50 users) to $1,199/month (up to 5,000 users); 30-day free trial;
learn more here

Inquisiq, created by ICS Learning Group, has won awards for its user-friendly interface and is
specifically designed for entrepreneurs and small to midsized businesses rather than academic
institutions or vast corporations. The $199/month plan gives you space for up to 50 active
students, and billing is monthly.

The LMS includes e-commerce features to help you market and sell your course, and you’ll
have access to a US-based support team. You can also connect your course pages to Google
Analytics to track your students’ activity. If you’re interested in Inquisiq, watch this video tour to
see the software or request a live demo so you can ask questions along the way.

“Inquisiq is the ideal learning management system (LMS) for a course creator who values the
learner experience and demands an LMS that allows their content to shine through.” – Miles
Feldman, ICS Learning Group

Kajabi
From $129/month (Basic), $389/month (Pro), to $899/month (Premium); 14-day free trial;
learn more here
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Kajabi is a feature-rich LMS that’s been around for 7 years of iterative improvement, so you
can expect a good experience with it. The system includes tools for marketing and selling your
course, from a landing page builder to email marketing and even affiliate management for joint
venture promotions. It’s customizable and integrates with most of the popular third-party apps
you might use, including Zapier for even more integrations and automations.

The analytics and reporting available from your Kajabi dashboard are detailed and useful, and
you can hook up Google Analytics for more insight. You won’t need to worry about the learning
curve too much, because you’ll get a lot of help from Kajabi University with free training to
make the most of your LMS. To see Kajabi in action and judge the learning curve for yourself,
watch this walkthrough video.

“Kajabi is designed from the ground up for course creators that want the simplicity of all the
tools they need to drive 7-figure results, in one app, elegantly integrated.” – Joe Henschel,
Kajabi

Read our review of Kajabi here.

Latitude Learning
From free (up to 100 users) to 40 cents/user/month (from 10,001-20,000 users); learn
more here

Don’t be put off by the price tag! You’ll only pay that much if you have more than 10,000 active
students-at which point your revenues should more than cover the expenses. In fact, Latitude
Learning gives you a Forever FREE plan for up to 100 active students, so you can get started
with no concerns about the LMS running costs.

And this LMS comes with a collection of ready-made courses that are free for you *and* your
students to use, so if you feel your students will benefit from a course in, say,
Communications, Sales, or Business Math, you can give them that extra training without
creating it yourself. Win!

LearningCart
From $199/month (Silver), $339/month (Gold), to $549/month (Platinum); no free trial;
learn more here

This award-winning LMS has a ton of third-party app integrations available, as well as built-in
tools for marketing and selling your courses and other products (even physical products).
Analytics and reports are customizable and LearningCart will let you connect Clicktale to
understand your students’ actions better, as well as Google Analytics.

The $199/month Silver plan allows up to 100 active students but doesn’t give you phone
support, custom reporting or a custom URL – if those features matter to you, the Gold plan
includes them and costs $339/month. You’ll get a discount by paying annually instead of
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monthly. LearningCart may also charge a one-time setup fee for any plan, which varies
depending on exactly what you want your LearningCart to do. To see some of what it *can*
do, check out their demo video and demo site.

“Our focus is on providing all the tools needed to monetize training and content… With over 10
years of experience in this space, our platform’s features have evolved over the years based
on our clients’ real world experience and feedback.” – Julie Campbell, LearningCart

LearningStone
From free (up to 20 members, 1 group), $165/month (up to 250 members, 5 groups) to
$866/month (up to 2,000 members, 35 groups); 30-day free trial; learn more here

LearningStone charges based on “workspaces”, which is a little confusing but ultimately still
means that your costs depend on your student numbers. The $165/month plan gives you 1
workspace with up to 5 active groups and a maximum of 250 students. If your student numbers
are low, for example, because you’re piloting or running coaching sessions, you can ask the
LearningStone team for a coaching coupon that entitles you to a 50% discount. Or you could
use the forever free plan which lets you have 1 group and up to 20 students.

The learning environment your students get with this LMS has a Facebook-style social timeline
that makes chatting and collaborating easy, and you can add progress markers, surveys, and
tests inside your courses to let you see how your students are doing. Check out
LearningStone’s tutorial videos to see it in action.

“LearningStone was developed with trainers in mind who need an easy to manage online
environment to complement their training. The course timeline editor provides a powerful tool
to manage events, content, assignments, video, forms and surveys and more.” – Michiel
Klonhammer, LearningStone

LearnWorlds (Just Added!)
From $29/month + $5 per course sale (Starter), $99/month (Pro Trainer), to $299/month,
no transaction fees (Learning Center); 30-day free trial; learn more here

This unique course creation platform lets you create interactive videos (Learning Center plan)
and ebooks. That means learners can skip to specific parts of a video and even answer
questions within a video. With interactive ebooks, they can highlight and add notes to their
ebooks from within the LearnWorlds platform.

Your LearnWorlds account also includes a social network for each of your courses. Students
can discuss lessons, like and comment on each other’s posts, and answer polls. You can also
provide support through these groups.

It also has one of the most advanced assessment features, such as informal and formal
quizzes, assignments, and an integrated workflow for open-ended assignments.
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Moodle
Free; learn more here

This is one of the longest-standing LMS’s on the market, first released in 2001. Moodle is open
source software that’s free to download and use.  

To see how the open source LMS works, take a look at these Moodle videos and demo sites.
Moodle doesn’t offer built-in marketing and sales tools, but because it’s open source you
should be able to add or develop integrations with your preferred sales and marketing
systems. Almost anything you need has already been done by someone in the Moodle
community who’s willing to show you how. You can pick up free advice in Moodle forums or
hire professional Moodle Partners for extra services.

“Moodle is currently working on a number of exciting releases, focussed on better user
interface and experience and also meeting the latest need from educators, classrooms,
organisations and institutions for enhanced and innovative learning experiences.” – Martin
Dougiamas, Moodle Founder and CEO

Moodle Cloud (Just Added!)
From Free (up to 50 users), AUD$80/year (Starter), $250/year (Mini), $500/year (Small), to
$1,000/year (Medium); no free trial; learn more here

If you like the features of Moodle, but would rather not deal with your own open source
installation, MoodleCloud is your best alternative. Even with the free plan, you get unlimited
courses and activities, personalized course site name, and built-in web conferencing.

Aside from Moodle’s standard features, MoodleCloud comes with additional plugins and tools
to make learning more engaging, fun, and interactive.

Opigno LMS
Free; learn more here

Opigno is an open source LMS that’s free to download and use. It’s based on Drupal, so if your
website uses Drupal for content management then this will integrate nicely. The software
includes eCommerce features to let you sell subscriptions to your courses, using PayPal as a
payment processor.

To help you learn how everything works, you can download an extensive user manual, watch
tutorial videos, and check out the Opigno forums. If you decide you need extra technical
support or services, the Opigno team is available for a fee. Or if you don’t want the full open
source experience, you can simplify by using Opigno Cloud hosting (free for up to 5 students,
paid if you have more students).
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“Opigno is very flexible and will fit pretty much every use case; nevertheless, course creators
expecting nicely customized contents, as well as a high level of flexibility, will enjoy Opigno the
most.” – Axel Minck, Opigno

Podia (Just Added!)
Free $39/month (Mover) or $79/month (Shaker); 30-day free trial; learn more here

Podia is an affordable all-in-one platform that lets you create and sell, not only online courses,
but also memberships (Shaker level) and digital downloads.

It also includes an email service for collecting email addresses and sending drip emails and
one-off email broadcasts.

With Podia, you pay one flat fee per month. There are no transaction fees and no limits on the
number of students, buyers, and email subscribers you can have.

Proffesso
From free,  $20/month (Basic), to $40/month (Professional); 30-day free trial; learn more
here

Proffesso is a very affordable LMS that offers a lot of useful features even on its free plan,
such as integrations with Zapier, PayPal, Stripe, Disqus, YouTube and Vimeo. With all plans
giving you unlimited student enrolments and zero transaction fees, this could be a great
bargain – however, be aware that support is limited to email with a 48-hour response window,
which may not feel like enough support for you if you’re an experimenter or a technophobe.

ProProfs
From $79/month (Team), $199/month (Business), to $799/month (Enterprise); 15-day free
trial; learn more here

ProProfs offers a range of products, starting with “Training Maker” which lets you create
courses and track student progress. You can add extra products such as Live Chat or
Knowledge Base to extend the Training Maker’s features.

Pricing is a bit more complex than with most other LMS. There are 5 pricing plans – Free,
Basic, Professional, Business and Enterprise – each with its own feature set. The Free plan
stays free no matter how many students you have; the other plans increase in price according
to your student numbers. So $29/month is the cost of the Basic plan for up to 100 students,
$1799/month is the cost of the Enterprise plan with unlimited students, and there are lots of
price points to choose from in between those two extremes.

Ruzuku
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From $99/month (Bootstrapper), $149/month (Up-and-comer), to $199/month; 14-day
free trial; learn more here

Ruzuku is a popular LMS with a live webinar feature as well as built-in e-commerce tools that
help you sell your courses and collect tuition payments via PayPal, Stripe, InfusionSoft or
1ShoppingCart. It also integrates nicely with Mailchimp for email marketing and student
engagement emails.

Ruzuku promises to support your students in buying and using your courses, as well as
support you in creating them. Choosing annual billing instead of monthly gets you a discount of
up to $888 per year, depending which plan you’re on. The lowest-priced plan doesn’t include
every last feature, but it does allow you an unlimited number of students.

“Ruzuku is best for course creators who love to interact and engage with their course
participants in a way that’s social, supportive, and fun.” – Abe Crystal, Ruzuku

Read a detailed review of Ruzuku here.

Simplero
From $100/ month + 2% transaction fee (Starter), $150/month + 1.5% transaction fee
(Basic), $225/month + 1% transaction fee (Professional), to $400/month (Unlimited); 30-
day free trial; learn more here

Simplero’s plans determine what transaction fees you pay, from 2% on the Starter Plan to no
transaction fees on the Unlimited plan. You can switch between plans easily, so choosing one
isn’t a big deal and you can always change it later.

With built-in membership sites, sales pages, email marketing, course catalogs, and fancy
features such as upsell offers and affiliate tracking, this LMS seems to be a good all-rounder.

Teachable
From $39/month + 5% transaction fee (Basic), $99/month (Professional), to $299/month
(High Volume); free trial available; learn more here

Teachable does a lot of important things for you – they’ll host your course content, publish your
sales pages, process payments [for a small fee] and even pay your joint venture partners or
course authors if you set that up through their payment gateway. With quizzes and forums,
conversion attribution, email segmentation and built-in affiliate marketing, everything’s kept in
one place for you.

Teachable doesn’t charge you for how many students or courses you have. The $39/month
plan carries a 5% transaction fee on student tuition payments, whereas the $99/month plan
has no transaction fees and a few extra features. Teachable also won’t charge you for courses
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you make available for free; so if you wanted to run a free mini-course to test the water for a
new idea, you can do that here.

“What makes Teachable unique in the learning management space is we believe in focusing
on the user experience of people that use our platform. Too many LMS’s try and compete on
packing in the most number of features and winning feature matrix wars while we want people
that use our software to be delighted.” – Angkur Nagpal, Teachable

Read a detailed review of Teachable here.

Thinkific
From free + 10% transaction fee (Starter), $49/month + 5% transaction fee (Essentials),
$99/month (Business), to $279/month (Advanced); learn more here

Thinkific is another LMS that doesn’t charge you per student. Instead, all Thinkific plans allow
unlimited students and unlimited courses – but the Starter (free) plan carries a 10% transaction
fee and the Essentials ($39/month) plan carries a 5% transaction fee. From the Business
($79/month) plan upward, there are no transaction fees. Be aware that credit card processing
will incur a separate fee of 2.9% + $0.30 per transaction, no matter what plan you choose.

The main benefit of Thinkific is that it’s designed to make course creation easy for people with
minimal technical experience – so your course and its content are hosted by Thinkific, your
marketing, sales, payment plans and processing are handled by Thinkific, your affiliate
program is managed in Thinkific… you get the idea. That said, there are still plenty of
advanced features you can dig into if you like getting your hands tech-y.

Read a detailed review of Thinkific here.

Thinking Cap
From free, $65/month (Starter), $125/month (Small), $225/month (Medium), to
$500/month (Large), billed annually; free trial available; learn more here

Thinking Cap is an LMS designed for teachers of all kinds, from entrepreneurs to higher
education and big corporations. It offers all the essential features – and some that are more
unique, like the ability to segment your students and show them different versions of your
course. Pricing is kept simple, with a forever free plan that lets you have up to 10 students.

Udutu (Just Added!)
From $5 per user per course (prepaid), or $2.50 per user, per month, for up to 499 users
(subscription); unlimited free trial (up to 5 users); learn more here
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Udutu’s learning management system includes a robust authority tool for creating interactive
online courses. Designed for corporate training, Udutu lets you create role-based learning
paths and sequences to customize training content to learners. Its measurement and reporting
features let you know your students’ performance, progress, and learning behaviors. It’s also
one of the few platforms that include gamification so you can reward performance, better
engage your students, and make learning more fun and effective.

Zippy Courses (Just Added!)
From $99/month (Standard) and $199/month (Professional); 7-day trial for $1; learn more
here

Zippy Courses, the WordPress plugin for creating courses, is now available as a third-party
hosted, stand-alone learning management system.

You don’t have to pay any transaction fees with Zippy Courses and both plans come with
unlimited courses. Choose your plan depending on the number of emails you’ll be sending per
month and the amount of data storage you require.

Zippy Courses claims to be optimized for both teaching and sales. For example, it gives you
the ability to create different versions of the same course, so you can offer a higher-priced,
premium version of your course.

You can also make your course “evergreen,” or available for purchase at any time. Or, you can
create launch windows, or specific time periods when your course is open for purchase.

Now that we’ve taken a look at a few of the LMS available to you, you should have a better
sense of the possibilities. To be sure you’re happy with the LMS you’ve chosen, take a free
trial or buy a month’s subscription and test it out before you commit to it.
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