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Choral Counting Tasks Ideas 
 

Whole Number	
  

Task Big Mathematical Ideas Sample Recording 
Count 
forward or 
backward by 
1 
… from 0 
… from 20 
… from 80 
and beyond 

• Fluency with the 
counting sequence 

• Notice repetition of 
base-ten number 
system 

 
 

Count 
forward or 
backward by 
2 
… from 0 
… from 20 
… from 80 
and beyond 

• Fluency with the 
counting sequence 

• Notice repetition of 
base-ten number 
system 

 
 

Count 
forward by 5 
… from 0 
… from 20 
… from 80 
and beyond 

• Develop skip-
counting skills 

• Ideas about 
composition of 10 
and  base-ten 
number system 

 
 

Count 
forward by 
10 
… from 0 
… from 70 or 
170 
… from 64 or 
164 

• Developing efficient 
strategies for +/-: 
counting on by tens 

• Begin to generalize 
the structure of the 
base-ten number 
system beyond 100 
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Count 
backward by 
10 
…from 250 
…from 346 

• Developing efficient 
strategies for +/-: 
counting on by tens 

• Begin to generalize 
the structure of the 
base-ten number 
system beyond 100 

 
 

Count 
forward by 
20 
… from 0 
… from 60 or 
160 
… from 64 or 
164 
… from 70 or 
170 
 

• Developing efficient 
strategies for +/-: 
incremental 
strategies 

• Begin to generalize 
the structure of the 
base-ten number 
system beyond 100 

 

Count 
forward or 
backward by 
100 
… from 700 
or 740 
… from 2700 
or 4740 
 

• Exposure to large 
numbers (important, 
but often overlooked) 

• Generalize the 
structure of the base-
ten number system 
beyond 100 

 
 



	
  

© 2015 University of Washington. For noncommercial use only. For commercial use please contact license@uw.edu.  
For all other information contact TEDDinfo@uw.edu. 

Count 
forward by 4 
or other 
single digit 
number 

• Develop skip-
counting skills 

• Connections to 
multiplication 

 
 

Count 
forward by 
12 

• Develop skip-
counting skills 

• Connections to 
multiplication: 
repeated addition, 
breaking apart 
numbers by place 
value (10 and 2) 

 
 

Count 
forward by 
25 
… from 2 
… from 37 

• Develop efficient 
strategies for +/- 

• Composition of 100 
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Fractions and Decimals 

Task Big Mathematical Ideas Sample Recording 
Count 
forward by ¼  

• Understand a fraction 
a/b as the quantity 
formed by a parts of 
size 1/b 

• Develop 
understanding of 
fractions greater than 
one and equivalent 
and mixed fractions 
(eg. we could count 
5/4 or 1 and 1/4) 

 
 

Count 
forward by 
3/4 

• Develop 
understanding of the 
composition of 
common fractions (eg. 
from ¾ we can count 
on ¼ and 2 more 
fourths) 

 
 

Count 
forward by 
1/10 and 0.1 

• Use students’ 
understanding of 
fractions to better 
understand decimal 
notation 
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Units of Measurement 
Task Big Mathematical Ideas Sample Recording 

Count by 
ounces and 
then find 
pound 
conversions 

• Develop familiarity 
with units of 
measurement and 
conversions 

 
 

Count by 
minutes, 
converting 
to hours 
and minutes 

• Develop familiarity 
with units of 
measurement and 
conversions 

 
 

Count by 
inches, 
converting 
to feet or 
count by 
feet, 
converting 
to yards 

• Develop familiarity 
with units of 
measurement and 
conversions 

 
 

 


