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Until the 1980’s, Singapore students performed poorly in mathematics.

    
 

  
 

 
   

  

Source: Hanusek, Jamison, Jamison & Woessmann, 2008

Back then, rote memorization, rote procedures and tedious computations 

were the bane of mathematics learning in Singapore and the rest of 

Southeast Asia. The low performance was the impetus for a reform in 

mathematics teaching and learning in Singapore.

In the 1980’s, what is now called Singapore Mathematics was researched by 

the Curriculum Development Institute of Singapore (CDIS) and introduced 

to Singapore schools. It was formally introduced to the system in 1992 and 

has since been revised in 2001, 2007 and 2013.

The Singapore system has come a long way. In the most recent TIMSS 

(Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study), an international 

benchmarking study, the proportion of Grade 4 and Grade 8 students 

in the so-called Advanced International Benchmark was way above the 

international average.
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Empowering Students with  
Five Key Competencies in Math
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