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 Mathematics is a cultural activity.  The way in which 

people engage in mathematics is often determined 

by who they are, where they are and how they and 

the people around them think about mathematics.   

Ethnomathematics as a term used to “express 

the relationship between culture and 

mathematics” (p. 308). As he explains, 

“Mathematics is a compilation of progressive 

discoveries and inventions from cultures around 

the world during the course of history. Its history 

and ethnography form a wonderful mosaic of 

cultural contributions.” (p. 310) D’Ambrosio 2014



Mathematics 

Observed in Human 

Culture



You cannot separate the 

context from the Math and 

expect students to 

understand.



Why is Mathematics 

important to learn?



Reframe deficit discourse. 

 Envision what you want.

 Create  strength framed discourse

 Dismantle the structures that impede the progress of students



Where to begin….

How do we provide 

mathematics 

opportunities for our 

students that build 

both their grit, math 

confidence. And 

funds of knowledge?



Mathematical Practice Standard 2

Reason Abstractly and Quantitatively

Contextualize

Decontextualize

Meaning of quantities

Representing symbolically



Children who are special to us can 

do special things.

 Dr. Lee Stiff
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