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Math Talk: Teaching Concepts & Skills through Illustrations and Stories

1. A “math talk” activity helps build students’ number sense through purposeful
practice with how numbers are used:

e Rote counting

e Rational counting
e Cardinal numbers
e Subitizing

e Ordinal numbers
e Measurement

e Nominal numbers

2. Sources for “math talks:”
e Nursery rhymes & fairy tales
e |llustrations from story books or content-area texts

e Thematic illustrations

3. Have You Seen Any Good Math Lately? Sources:
e Photographs
e Postcards

e Art prints
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e Magazine pictures or illustrations

4. Creating “math stories” & word problems
e Math stories — addition & subtraction
e Number bond stories — addition & subtraction
e Multiplication stories

e Division stories

NOTES:
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