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Dear friends,

We’re deeply honored to share an update with you of what’s been 
going on at Hope Speaks since the beginning of the year. God is 
moving through Hope Speaks more than we ever dreamed possible. 

Together, we’re getting kids out of hiding. We’re helping families 
to connect with their children. We’re bringing and keeping families 
together. We’re helping moms work their way out of poverty. We’re 
rallying communities together to fight for the rights of people with 
disabilities. We’re helping people find their voices. 

We are truly blessed to be part of an organization that is bringing 
lasting change to many lives, one child at a time.

We still face a daunting task. 19% of Uganda’s population of 42 
million is living with a disability. Most of these people struggle to 
receive the services that they need to live to their fullest potential. 
The only way we can hope to do this is with your ongoing help. 
Would you consider making a special gift to help us continue to 
bring hope and a voice to these children? Together we can make  
a real difference!

We’re extremely excited to share the impact you’ve made 
by donating to our work. Thank you again for your continued 
partnership, and may God continue to bless you!

Ben & Kari David
Co-founders & Directors
Hope Speaks



JOINHOPESPEAKS.ORG       



5

Wheelchair 
for Christmas!
Last Christmas Hope Speaks partnered with Justice  
for All, five churches, and individuals in Northwest Iowa 
to celebrate people with disabilities. We called this 
celebration, “A Wheelchair for Christmas!” Because  
of this partnership, we gave away over 90 wheelchairs  
to children and adults in need! 

Not only did we give away wheelchairs, we celebrated! 
We celebrated freedom! We celebrated inclusion! We 
celebrated mobility! We celebrated dignity! Above all  
we celebrated Hope that only God can bring!

On the first day of the distribution, we invited local 
leadership, pastors, news stations and journalists to come 
celebrate with us. We sang, we laughed, and we cried 
tears of joy as people from all over came to celebrate 
with us! In Uganda, this is a big deal because people 
with disabilities are the most ostracized and marginalized 
people in all of society. 

Later that evening, our celebration was all over the news! 
The next day even more people from around the country 
came to celebrate with us and also get a wheelchair.  
Some families traveled over six hours to come  
celebrate with us! 

Thank you for changing lives!

Hope Speaks partnered with 
Justice for All  to give away over 
90 wheelchairs to children and 
adults in need!

Help us continue 
changing lives!

Please consider 
donating today.
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Angel is 6 years old and is the oldest of 
a family of three kids. Every week her 
mother travels 5 miles by foot and public 
transportation to bring her to our Katanga 
Clinic for therapy. Due to complications 
during pregnancy and delivery, Angel 
showed signs of fetal distress and spent one 
week on oxygen support after she was born. 

After years of searching, Angel’s mom found 
out about Hope Speaks while attending an 
awareness event in 2019. She contacted 
our social workers and started coming for 
therapy. Since she started getting therapy, 
Angel can now make sounds and her voice 
is clearer than it was at the beginning. She 
can now make good eye contact and is 
showing great progress in the early building 
blocks needed for speech and language.

Our social workers have been working 
with Angel’s mom as well! When she first 
came to our clinic, she was weighed down 
by everything people in her community 
had said about her and her daughter. Our 
speech therapists, together with our staff, 
have done a tremendous job helping mom 
understand her child’s disability and start to 
love and care for her child again! 

hear their 
Stories

Names have been changed to protect individual’s privacy.

Read more 
stories online:

joinhopespeaks.org
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Where are you from?

I’m from Kitgum, Uganda [Northern Uganda].

Why did you decide to study speech & 
language therapy?

I’m passionately driven to do speech 
therapy, and I needed a profession that 
would directly draw me to the community 
and babies in need.

What is your favorite part of being an SLP?

The kids! I love and adore each and every 
one of the babies that I treat at every 
location. Helping people become aware 
about speech therapy, reaching out to 
the less privileged, and seeing progress, 
regardless of the degree, are also some of 
my favorite parts of being an SLP.

Speech & language 
pathologist 

spotlight

Q&A
What do you enjoy about working with  
Hope Speaks?

Hope Speaks offers a great learning 
experience. They reach out to each individual 
at their very point of need, and they treat 
each client as a priority. The organization is 
very receptive and hospitable too.

We believe that the future of Uganda lies 
in the hands of Ugandans! One of our main 
missions is to continue building capacity 
of Ugandan SLPs through mentorship. We 
are thrilled to introduce you to our newest 
Ugandan Speech & Language Pathologist 
(SLP) and clinical fellow, Debbie! Debbie 
joined the Hope Speaks team at the end of 
2019. She recently graduated from Makerere 
University in Kampala, Uganda with her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Speech & Language 
Therapy. Read on to learn a little more about 
her and her passion for her work!

JOIN OUR MONTHLY 
GIVING COMMUNITY
You can inspire hope – today! Invest in a world 
where children of all abilities are celebrated. Help 
by making a donation today to Hope Speaks. 
Use the donation card enclosed or visit us at 
joinhopespeaks.org/donate.

Sponsor an SLP today!

Learn more at 
joinhopespeaks.org/donate
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O U R  M I S S I O N :  
Inspiring hope and raising voices 
of people with disabilities through 

therapy, advocacy, and social services.

Hope Speaks is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and our U.S. 

Employer Identification Number is 81-4235696. All donations are 

tax-deductible to the full extent allowable by law.

O U R  V I S I O N :  
Transformed communities where 

people with disabilities are celebrated 
and living to their fullest potential.

 Read more stories online at joinhopespeaks.org

      

YOUR DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
Use the donation card enclosed or visit joinhopespeaks.org/donate  

to give the gift of communication today.


