Governor Terry McAuliffe

Four Years: Celebrating
the New Virginia Economy

My fellow Virginians,
Four years ago, I promised that this administration would be singularly focused on creating good jobs,
diversifying our economy, reforming our approach to public education and transportation, and protecting the
rights of all Virginians—from the ballot box to your doctor’s oﬃce.
I am proud to say that we have kept my promises and never stopped fighting for what is right.
Today, it’s clear our Commonwealth is changing for the better. Unemployment is at its lowest point in nearly
a decade and the new Virginia economy is rich with opportunity. We’ve significantly expanded workforce
training opportunities, jump-started veteran hiring initiatives, and kicked oﬀ a redesign of our high school
curriculum. Together, we have embraced an inclusive approach to governing, making Virginia an even more
open and welcoming place to live, work, and raise a family.
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While we met resistance at times along the way, we have never stopped searching for common ground. As
governor, I vetoed a record 120 bills that would have pulled Virginia backwards, but I am even prouder to
have signed thousands of bills from both sides of the aisle that moved our Commonwealth forward. It’s easy
to focus on the facts and figures of all we have accomplished but, after four years as your governor, I am
certain that my administration’s most meaningful legacy will carry on in the individual lives we impacted.
In this report, you will hear directly from many of those Virginians through testimonials. Some stories are
from business leaders who’ve chosen to invest in Virginia, some are workers who have benefited from our
innovative high-demand credential grant program, and others are from people whose civil and voting rights
I have restored. These diverse voices represent the best of Virginia, and helping them succeed is why I’ve
worked so hard every single day.
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Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve as your
governor.
It has been the greatest
honor
of my life.
Sincerely,

Terry McAuliﬀe
72nd governor of virginia

left to right: Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security Brian Moran; Secretary of Technology Karen Jackson; Secretary of
Education Dr. Dietra Trent; Secretary of Health and Human Resources Dr. William A. Hazel; Secretary of Veterans and Defense Aﬀairs Carlos
Hopkins; Chief of Staﬀ Paul Reagan; Secretary of Natural Resources Molly Ward; Governor Terry McAuliﬀe; Secretary of the Commonwealth
Kelly Thomasson; Secretary of Finance Ric Brown; Deputy Chief of Staﬀ Suzette Denslow; Counsel to the Governor Noah Sullivan; Secretary of
Transportation Aubrey Layne; Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry Dr. Basil Gooden; Secretary of Commerce and Trade Todd Haymore; and
Secretary of Administration Nancy Rodrigues.

Banned gifts for himself and his family
B

Expanded opportunities for apprenticeships
E

On his very first day in oﬃce, Governor McAuliﬀe restored Virginians’ faith in government by
setting strict limits on gifts for himself, his family, and executive branch oﬃcers.

Through Governor McAuliﬀe’s leadership, Virginia’s eﬀorts to expand workforce
credentials and apprenticeship programs have set an example for the nation.

I
Increased
support for pre-K and early childhood
education

Turned around the Port of Virginia
T

The McAuliﬀe administration secured an unprecedented investment in preschool education,
expanding access to quality early childhood instruction for thousands of low-income children
across Virginia.

Reformed the Standards of Learning (SOL) tests
R
Governor McAuliﬀe’s bold eﬀorts to reform Virginia’s SOL tests, including the elimination
of five exams, are creating an education system that better prepares our students for success in
the new Virginia economy.

Took the politics out of transportation decisions
T
Governor McAuliﬀe made historic improvements to transportation planning by developing
the nation’s first outcome-based project selection process, ensuring that transportation dollars
benefit Virginia families, not politicians and special interests.

S
Supported
returning veterans seeking education
and workforce training

After inheriting five years of operating losses at the Port of Virginia, Governor
McAuliﬀe took bold action to reform the Port’s operations. Today the Port is once again
profitable and has received an unprecedented investment to support continued growth.

Halted the closing of women’s health clinics
H
Governor McAuliﬀe defended women’s access to healthcare by successfully reversing
the restrictive regulations designed to force their closure.

L the foundation for a clean energy future in
Laid
Virginia
Governor McAuliﬀe made record-breaking investments in energy eﬃciency and
renewable energy to build a strong clean energy sector in Virginia.

Expanded gun safety measures
E
Governor McAuliﬀe secured passage of historic, bipartisan gun safety legislation that
keeps guns out of the hands of individuals who are unable to pass background checks,
and established the toughest law in the nation to disarm domestic abusers.

Governor McAuliﬀe and his team worked with the General Assembly to increase higher
education opportunities for veterans returning to civilian life and connect them with
employers.
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four years: celebrating the new virginia economy

TAPPING GLOBAL MARKETS

VIRGINIA IS FOR LOVERS

With more than 550 internationally owned companies
located in Virginia, international trade is key to Governor
McAuliﬀe’s eﬀorts to build a new Virginia economy. The
Commonwealth of Virginia exports more than $35 billion in
goods and services annually, supporting more than 230,000
jobs and generating $2 billion in tax revenue.

Tourism is an essential building block for Virginia’s growing
economy. Thanks to several successful and innovative
tourism development initiatives during Governor
McAuliﬀe’s administration, the Commonwealth has
become a premiere destination for travelers both domestic
and international, with tourism revenues topping $24
billion in 2016.

The Governor has participated in 35 trade and marketing
missions—exceeding the outreach of any previous Virginia
governor—to over two dozen countries on five continents
promoting Virginia goods and services, as well as recruiting
foreign direct investment to the Commonwealth.

He also promoted several tourism initiatives ensuring
Virginia is open and welcoming to all travelers, including:
the LGBT Tourism Task Force, the Virginia Oyster Trail,
and the UCI Road World Cycling Championships, among
others.

celebrating the new virginia economy
BUILDING AN ECONOMY THAT WORKS

TRAINING A 21ST CENTURY WORKFORCE

Governor McAuliﬀe made building a new Virginia economy
his top priority. He and his team have secured more private
sector investment in the Commonwealth than any governor
in Virginia history with more than $20 billion in new capital
investment from nearly 1,100 economic development
projects. More than 71 percent of these projects were
expansions of existing Virginia businesses.

The McAuliﬀe administration has transformed Virginia’s
workforce development system. The Governor established
a first-in-the-nation performance-based grant program to
create and sustain a supply of credentialed workers who
meet the needs of high-demand jobs.

Through the Governor’s eﬀorts to build a new Virginia
economy, he secured new capital investments from
industry-leading companies like Amazon, Canon, CoStar,
Facebook, Nestle and Stone Brewing—just to name a few—
in addition to supporting Virginia’s robust small business
community.

At 3.6 percent, Virginia’s
unemployment rate is down 1.8
percent—from 5.4 percent—since
the beginning of the McAuliffe
administration.
PUTTING VIRGINIA TO WORK
Governor McAuliﬀe is committed to creating good-paying
jobs for every Virginian. Since he took oﬃce, Virginia
has created more than 200,000 net new jobs bringing
the total number of employed Virginians to more than
four million.
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The New Economy Workforce Credentials Grant
Program covers 166 diﬀerent programs in Virginia geared
toward providing credentials at one-third of their former
cost. Since the state program’s inception, the grant has
supported the attainment of 4,000 industry-recognized
credentials, licenses, and certifications needed for highdemand careers. The program has nearly tripled the
number of people who earned credentials at Virginia’s
community colleges and higher education centers.

Governor McAuliffe recruited new
direct, nonstop air service routes to
Dulles with Air China, Cathay Pacific,
and Air India.

by the numbers
Nearly 1,100

economic development projects

5.4% to 3.6%
drop in unemployment

More than 50,000

virginians earn workforce credentials
related to high-value STEM-H careers annually.

7.8 percent

increase in average hourly earnings

4,000

workers earned a high-demand credential
at little to no cost to them—thanks to a first-in-the-nation
workforce training program

More than $20 billion

More than 30,000

veterans hired through the virginia values
veterans program
nearly six times more veteran hires than in January 2014

12.3 percent

in new capital investment
Over $6 billion more than any governor in Virginia history

increase in personal income in virginia

2.6 percent

Lowest in 43 years

average drop in unemployment rate
in every locality in Virginia

initial claims filed in 2016 for unemployment
insurance benefits
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selling virginia
around the globe
“Ninety-five percent of the world’s customers live outside of the United States.”

supporting
small business
Ryan Croxton
Co-Owner, Rappahannock Oyster Company

—governor terry McAuliffe

Topping, Virginia

2014

2015

2016

2017

California
China
Illinois
Japan
New York
South Korea
United Kingdom

Arkansas
California
Canada
France
Georgia
Germany
India
Italy
Kuwait
Oman
Oregon
Sweden
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom
Washington State

Australia
Belgium
Canada
Colombia
Cuba
Germany
Israel
Japan
Massachusetts
New Orleans
Philadelphia
San Francisco
Singapore
South Korea
United Kingdom

Austria
California
Canada
Denmark
Florida
France
Germany
Ireland
Japan
Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Switzerland
Texas
The Netherlands
United Kingdom
Washington, DC

“We are so appreciative of the eﬀorts of the Governor’s oﬃce, VDACS, VTC, and their in-country
partners to develop new sales channels for us around the world. We could not have made new sales to
Canada and Colombia without their support and are grateful for the introductions they have made to
new potential buyers in Great Britain, China, Hong Kong, and Singapore.”

Will Strickland
Founder and CEO, Brilliant Blaze LLC
Waynesboro, Virginia
“The Commonwealth does an amazing job of embracing entrepreneurs, embracing veterans and
embracing small business.”

Sudha Mathew
Entrepreneur
Chantilly, Virginia
“I’ve had the wonderful occasion to be a part of the Governor’s eﬀorts for small and micro business
owners. The Scaling4Growth program is fantastic. It has given me the opportunity to start my
second career as an IT business owner with the confidence I need to run my business eﬃciently.”

Stacie Henn
president, Vanadium IT, LLC
Fairfax, Virginia
“The Small-, Women-, and Minority-owned and Micro Business certifications have allowed
Vanadium to branch out into markets and partner with larger international corporations to assist them
with their contract needs and requirements. This has given us the ability to increase Vanadium’s
competitive advantage in just one year.
4
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attracting
big-name companies

open and
welcoming to all

Cutler Dawson

Bob Witeck

President and CEO, Navy Federal Credit Union

President and Founder, Witeck Communications, Inc.

Vienna, Virginia

Arlington, Virginia

“We’re grateful for the help and support of Governor McAuliﬀe, as we’ve recently expanded our
operations in Vienna and Winchester. We’re adding over 2,300 new jobs with this expansion.”

“The Commonwealth acknowledging LGBT visitors, for the first time in Virginia’s history, is a
timely and powerful statement…Governor McAuliﬀe and his administration truly recognize the
significance of the LGBT economy and tourism, and I am deeply grateful to applaud this powerful
state leadership.”

Mr. Shannon Kellogg
Director, AWS Public Policy-Americas, Amazon
“Governor McAuliﬀe’s leadership on clean energy has given us at Amazon the confidence to invest in Virginia knowing we
have access to cost competitive renewable energy for our business and our customers.”

Imam Mohamed Magid
Executive Religious Director, All Dulles Area Muslim Society

Rizwan Jaka
Board Member and Interfaith/Government/Media Committee Chair, All Dulles
Area Muslim Society

Erin Egan
Vice President of U.S. Public Policy, Facebook
“Thanks to Governor McAuliﬀe’s focus on making the Commonwealth a great place for investment,
we could not be more thrilled to locate our next data center in Henrico County. When considering
new data center locations, we not only look for clean and renewable energy solutions, but great
partnerships within the local community, a strong pool of local talent, excellent access to fiber, and a
robust electric grid.”

“We thank Honorable Governor Terry McAuliﬀe and his Administration for their leadership and
eﬀorts to keep and enhance Virginia as a most welcoming and inclusive Commonwealth for all
Virginians…We especially commend his eﬀorts to engage, listen to and assist all Virginians, for peace
and for the common good of our state.”

Andrew Florance
Chief Executive Officer, CoStar

“Supporting existing Virginia businesses and attracting new investment is key to
growing our New Virginia Economy. We’re proud to add to our growing corporate
roster every week.”

“Virginia and Richmond’s welcoming culture aligns to our business model, and we’re confident we
can attract and retain the talent here that has made CoStar a success.”

—governor terry McAuliffe
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training a workforce for the future
Eugene Barksdale

Nate Humphrey

Welding Graduate from Southern Virginia Higher Education Center

Apprentice Lineman for Southside Electric Cooperative,
Graduate of Southside Virginia Community College, and
a retired U.S. Army Ranger who served on 7 combat deployments

“I couldn’t have done the program without [the Workforce Credentialing Grant Program].
I’m learning a skill that I’ll never lose.”

Sandra Ferri

“For me, it’s the brotherhood and the camaraderie that goes along with the job. Working together
with a group and being a member of a team. You depend on the person to the left and right of
you, and when the storm hits the fan and everyone is left in the dark, the lineman is who everyone
depends on to get the lights back on. With the [Workforce Credential Grant], I didn’t pay anything.
The only thing I paid for was my boots and my belt.”

Southern Virginia Higher Education Center IT Academy Graduate
“When I first heard about the IT Academy I was interested, but I didn’t enroll because I couldn’t
aﬀord it. The CGP funds made the program so aﬀordable I went for it.”

Alicia White
Mechatronics Graduate from Southern Virginia Higher Education Center
Chesterfield, VA

Austin McQuade
Field Technician, CDA-USA

“If the Credentialing Grant Program funds were not available, I absolutely would not have been able
to enroll in the Mechatronics certification program this year. The program, more than anything,
gave me the direct opportunity to pursue a childhood goal of being an engineer. It has given me the
foundation to transition careers.”

Chesterfield, VA
“As a person with a disability, I want to be self-suﬃcient and not be a burden on anyone. I usually had
to work twice as hard as any other person. Getting manufacturing technical training was honestly the
best thing I could have ever done. Now I am working hard in a career I love so I can buy a house, have
a nice future, have a family, and just aim for the stars.”

Andrea Davis

Beth Doughty
Executive Director, Roanoke Regional Partnership
Roanoke, Virginia
“Governor McAuliﬀe has been a results-oriented leader for economic development. His infectious
enthusiasm and genuine interest in every project have had significant impact on the success of not
only Virginia, but the Roanoke region.”

Western Express Commercial Truck Driver and Blue Ridge Community
College Graduate
“I was working at a Shenandoah Valley poultry plant when I saw the [Blue Ridge Community College]
program fliers. I never thought I would be able to get into a program like that. I figured there would be
a lot of paperwork and hoops to jump through. I love my new job. I get to travel a lot; I have a flexible
schedule, and I make good money. This is who I was meant to be and what I was meant to do.”

Jonathan Sweet
County Administrator
Pulaski County, Virginia
“Governor McAuliﬀe is one of the finest Virginia business ambassadors and salesmen the
Commonwealth has ever enjoyed, and his leadership and vision for a New Virginia Economy has
helped Pulaski County to grow significantly our international business community and to expand
robustly our advanced manufacturing sector.”
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building a future
through education
Dr. Toney L. McNair, Jr.
Choral Director/Dept. at Indian River Middle School
“Virginia, as well as the rest of the country, is challenged with attracting and retaining the best and
brightest to teach our children. I am most appreciative of the eﬀorts being made to address the
teacher shortage in Virginia and most importantly to me, the shortage of minority educators entering
the teacher workforce. ”

Jessica Diaz
Student, Virginia Commonwealth University
“Governor McAuliﬀe’s education policy priorities to make higher education aﬀordable for all
students have enabled me to complete my degree on time. As a student from a working-class family,
scholarships and financial aid were the only way I could aﬀord to take a full time load of classes. I am
so thankful that Governor McAuliﬀe has made an eﬀort to support financial aid for students in order
to invest in Virginia’s future.”

reforming education
INVESTING IN EARLY EDUCATION
In his signature budget, Governor McAuliﬀe secured a
historic $1 billion-plus increase in funding for public and
higher education, including more than $850 million for
PreK-12 education funding.

As a result of a nearly $300 million
investment in higher education,
students saw the lowest tuition
increase in 16 years in 2017.
His administration also secured a four-year $70 million
federal grant to expand access to and improve Virginia’s
public preschool programs for at-risk four-year-olds.
Making smart investments in our youngest Virginians helps
prepare them for a successful future in the new Virginia
economy.
10

MODERNIZING TESTING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

John Matherly

In alignment with the principles advanced by the SOL
Innovation Committee, Governor McAuliﬀe eliminated
five SOL tests from elementary and middle school grades,
invested in technology needed to make the tests shorter,
and provided opportunities for students who fail the test
within a narrow margin to re-take the test in a more
timely way.

Staunton, Virginia

Under Governor McAuliﬀe, the Virginia Board of
Education also undertook a lengthy process to reform how
the Commonwealth accredits public schools. Instead of
relying solely on standardized test scores, the new system
will hold schools accountable for multiple measures of
student achievement.

Principal, Riverhead Elementary

“The reduction in the number of SOL tests in favor of alternative assessment has been a welcome
change in direction. Students are able to show their learning throughout the year with engaging and
thoughtful student projects rather than through a single test.”

Kim Scheeler
president and CEO, ChamberRVA
“We are grateful for Governor McAuliﬀe’s role in advancing early childhood priorities in the state and
in the Richmond region, and for being an enthusiastic champion for this work. We know that access
to high quality early childhood services is vital to the workforce of today and tomorrow.”
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four years: reforming education

REDESIGNING HIGH SCHOOL IN VIRGINIA

IMPROVING ACCESS AND COMPLETION

Governor McAuliﬀe recognized that Virginia’s outdated
high school curriculum made it hard for students to succeed
in the 21st century workforce.

Improving achievement among underrepresented students
is an important step to diversifying and strengthening the
new Virginia economy. To improve access to educational
opportunities, Governor McAuliﬀe made higher education
more aﬀordable by investing the largest incremental
increase on record for need-based and graduate financial
aid—$55 million in his 2016-2018 budget.

By establishing the SOL Innovation Committee, and
working with the General Assembly and the Virginia Board
of Education, the Governor championed the successful
redesign of high school education for students, relieving
them of overly burdensome standardized tests and making
room for meaningful career exploration, work-based
learning opportunities, and streamlined pathways into the
new Virginia economy.

EDUCATING A 21ST CENTURY WORKFORCE

He also secured financial aid for noncredit workforce
training programs by creating the Workforce Credential
Grant Program, the first of its kind in the nation. To help
control student debt, the Governor led a successful eﬀort
that restructured state financial aid to incentivize students
to complete degrees within four years.

Under Governor McAuliﬀe’s leadership, Virginia’s
education system has been a leader in preparing students
for 21st century jobs, like cybersecurity.

Virginia was the first state in the
nation to adopt computer science and
computational thinking standards in its
K-12 curriculum.

promoting homegrown industries

Today, students can take advantage of cybersecurity
courses in high schools, the Virginia Cyber Range, which is
a state-of-the-art platform for cyber education, and a new
scholarship program for cybersecurity students in exchange
for public service.

ENERGIZING KEY INDUSTRIES AND
OPENING MARKETS

by the numbers
$1.4 billion

in capital funding
dedicated to higher education research and educating Virginia’s
future workforce thanks to the Governor’s bond initiative

Two

teacher pay raises
12

Five

sol tests cut
from elementary and middle schools
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national Centers of Cybersecurity Excellence
across 13 Virginia higher education institutions

Together, agriculture and forestry remain strong as two of
Virginia’s largest private industries, with an annual impact
of $91 billion on the Commonwealth’s economy. At $70
billion and $21 billion, respectively, growth across both
the agriculture and forestry sectors revealed a 30 percent
increase during the Governor’s term, up from a combined
total of $70 billion in 2013.
This growth has translated directly into new jobs in
agriculture and forestry, which are up 10.5 percent—that’s
442,000 jobs today compared to 400,000 four years ago.
Governor McAuliﬀe has undertaken more domestic and
international trade missions than any previous governor,
opening new markets and creating opportunities for growth
among Virginia’s agribusiness and forest products and
industries.

Virginia is home to more than 230
craft breweries, 57 distilleries,
and more than 280 wineries, cideries,
and distilleries.

BREWING NEW OPPORTUNITIES
From wineries and craft breweries to cideries and
distilleries, Virginia’s beverage industry is booming. And
that’s no coincidence.
From the very first batch of whiskey—made by George
Thorpe in 1620—to President George Washington’s
whiskey distillery, Virginia has a long history of producing
innovative and award-winning spirits, wines, and craft
beers.

Agriculture and forestry have
a $91 billion annual economic
impact in the Commonwealth—
a 30% increase since 2013.
Across the Commonwealth, these businesses have grown
into unique tourist destinations, oﬀering travel experiences
for beer lovers and outdoor and culinary enthusiasts. More
importantly, they’re sourcing fruit, barley, hops, vegetables,
and herbs from Virginia farmers.
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supporting the
rural virginia
economy
“Support from the Governor and the Secretary of Agriculture and Forestry
has been a driving force in spurring growth and investment in the agriculture
economy. This level of growth is unprecedented and positively impacts the
40,000 Virginia farm families that benefit from a growing economy.”

first lady dorothy mcauliffe

Robert Mills

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

EXPANDING ACCESS TO NUTRITION

First-generation farmer and owner of Briar View Farm
2017 Virginia Farmer of the Year

First Lady Dorothy McAuliﬀe strongly believes that there is
both a moral and economic imperative to ensuring that no
child goes hungry.

As Chair of the Commonwealth Council on Bridging the
Nutritional Divide, the First Lady worked with stakeholders
across Virginia’s food system to end childhood hunger, to
support and promote Virginia agriculture, and to leverage
and expand local partnerships to develop community-driven
strategies to increase food access.

Callands, Virginia

Over the past four years, the First Lady has worked with
legislators, educators, and nutrition advocates to expand
access to healthful food for all Virginians and end childhood
hunger in Virginia. Working with the General Assemby, she
successfully secured $2.7 million over three years in the
Governor’s budget to help school divisions expand school
breakfast programs.
In partnership with the No Kid Hungry Virginia campaign,
this $2.7 million in state school breakfast funding unlocked
an additional $22 million per year, in existing federal
resources to support local economies and help ensure school
children are well fed and ready to learn each and every day.

In 2017, the Council created the Virginia Food Access
Network, an online resource designed to connect and
support organizations across the Commonwealth working
on food issues.
Under the First Lady’s leadership, the Council won passage
of a new tax credit for farmers who donate their excess
harvests to Virginia food banks and launched the campaign
for the Virginia Grocery Investment Fund, which supports
grocery store development in Virginia’s food deserts.

“As long as our children lack year-round access to the nutrition they
need to grow strong and learn, our economic future is at risk.
Kids can’t be hungry for knowledge if they’re just plain hungry.”
—First Lady Dorothy McAuliffe
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four years: first lady dorothy mcauliffe

PROMOTING NATIONAL SERVICE
National service helps build our next generation of
leaders, who are equipped to work together across social
and political divides, and develops critical real-world
work experience. In 2015, the Governor and First Lady
established Virginia as the nation’s first state designated
as an Employer of National Service. In just two years,
the number of National Service alumni serving in state
government has tripled.
Working with institutions of higher education, the First
Lady inspired over 50 Virginia colleges and universities
to sign on to Virginia’s “Compact on National Service,”
committing to fostering National Service opportunities for
their students.

SERVING OUR MILITARY FAMILIES
The First Lady actively supported and advocated for
Virginia’s National Guard and active duty military service
members and their families. As the Governor’s designee
to the Virginia Council on the Interstate Compact on
Educational Opportunity for Military Children, she worked
to ensure that military-connected students have a smooth
transition in and out of Virginia schools.
In 2015, the First Lady helped win approval for legislation
to require that the Virginia Department of Education
establish a process for local school divisions to identify the
number of students with an active duty military parent
enrolled in schools.

This will enable schools to secure critical resources to meet
the unique needs of frequently transitioning students and
those with deploying family members.

A HOME FOR ALL VIRGINIANS
During the time they were honored to live in the Executive
Mansion, the First Family committed to making the
governor’s residence environmentally friendly, accessible
to all, and inclusive in the history shared with visitors and
guests. The Executive Mansion has undergone renovations
to improve its energy eﬃciency and taken steps to reduce
the environmental impact of its operations. With the March
2016 addition of an accessibility ramp, all visitors and guests,
including those with mobility issues, are now able to enter
on the formal reception level of the Executive Mansion.
It has been a top priority of the McAuliﬀes to ensure that
the long and complex history of all Virginians be reflected
in the artwork on display and the stories shared at the
Executive Mansion. In September 2016, the First Lady
dedicated the Jackson-Valentine garden in memory of
enslaved families who lived and worked at the Governor’s
Mansion, enduring incredible hardship and separation from
their families.

by the numbers

Nearly 60,000

more kids eating breakfast each day

$2.7 million

included over three years
in the governor’s budget to help schools adopt alternative breakfast
programs like breakfast after the bell

Over $22 million more
federal dollars annually

for school nutrition coming back to local communities
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Over 10 million

more breakfasts served
in the 16-17 school year than the first year in oﬃce

297% increase

in cep school participation

a stronger virginia
Andrea Early, MS, RD
Executive Director of School Nutrition, Harrisonburg City Public Schools
“As a school nutrition director, having the support of the First Lady and her oﬃce has been
unbelievably valuable in being able to advance school nutrition programming in Virginia. Mrs.
McAuliﬀe has highlighted the importance of nutrition to the academic success of students and has
elevated the importance of the work of school nutrition professionals across the Commonwealth.”

Pamela Irvine
President and CEO, Feeding America Southwest Virginia, and member of the
Commonwealth Council on Bridging the Nutritional Divide
“During my 36 years of feeding hungry children and adults in Southwest Virginia I have never seen
such quick and eﬀective action! Dorothy would not take ‘no’ for an answer or accept the status quo.
Under her leadership, the Council was truly nonpartisan. It bridged political barriers, dismantled
structural obstacles, generated awareness of the seriousness of the hunger problem, and motivated
diverse partners to action.”

Lyons Sanchezconcha
AmeriCorps Volunteer, Virginia College Advising Corps, and first-generation
college student
“Three months ago, I became a United States citizen. Part of the Oath of Allegiance states, ‘…that I
will perform work of national importance…’ This resonates with me in my service with the Virginia
College Advising Corps, especially because I know that I have the support of Governor and First
Lady McAuliﬀe. The First Lady’s dedication to expanding national service opportunities has helped
me truly understand the reach and importance of my work and of having more service opportunities
across the Commonwealth!”

Jill Gaitens
Spouse of Gunnery Sergeant (Ret.) Dennis Gaitens, USMC and mother of
Sergeant Kyle Gaitens, USMC

all students in challenged communities eat at no cost

$8.8 million

usda demonstration grant secured
to prove that schools using existing resources can eﬀectively
end child hunger

“The Military Child Education Coalition is grateful for the strong priority the First Lady has placed
on addressing the transitional challenges of military-connected children. We are confident that her
and the Governor’s dedicated eﬀorts have fostered a positive climate for military families and inspired
many military families to call the Commonwealth home during and after their service to our nation.”
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four years: restoring and protecting voting rights

ENCOURAGING DIVERSITY IN CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT
During the Governor’s term, his administration
coordinated three annual Latino Summits, as well as the
Asian American and Pacific Islander Summit, the African
American Business Summit, and the Virginia Women’s
Summit.
These summits empowered historically underserved
communities, examined ways to increase civic participation,
and provided training on how to better utilize state
resources.

The Governor’s Millennial Civic Engagement Task Force
hosted one forum and 16 roundtable discussions across the
Commonwealth to build and encourage a strong culture of
civic engagement on Virginia’s college campuses.
In addition, Governor McAuliﬀe’s administration took
every opportunity to encourage individuals from diverse
backgrounds and all corners of Virginia to serve on the
Commonwealth’s many boards and commissions.
Governor McAuliﬀe’s Cabinet was the most representative
and diverse group of Cabinet Secretaries in Virginia’s
history.

in the news

Virginia Makes Every Voter Count
new york times editorial board
november 17, 2017

“Before Governor McAuliﬀe stepped in, more than one in five black Virginians
were barred from voting…Bringing so many people back into the electorate, or
encouraging them to participate for the first time, is a good thing, period.”

restoring and protecting voting rights
RESTORING CIVIL RIGHTS

BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS TO voting

Governor McAuliﬀe has restored civil and voting rights
to more individuals than any governor in United States
history. During his four years in oﬃce, he restored rights to
more than 172,000 Virginians.

In 2017, Governor McAuliﬀe continued to break down
barriers by making it easier for eligible Virginians to vote,
our most fundamental constitutional right as citizens.

Throughout his administration, many reforms have been
introduced to make the process easier and more fair,
including removing the waiting period after completion of
court ordered supervision, and streamlining the restoration
process so all returning citizens have the same eligibility
requirements. These reforms took the politics out of the
restoration of rights process, which grants civil rights after
individuals have served their sentences and completed any
period of supervision.
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Important ongoing modernization eﬀorts, including
electronic absentee ballot applications, the transition to
paperless voter registration transactions at the Department
of Motor Vehicles, this year’s decision to decertify old
voting equipment, and the rollout of the first-of-itskind secure online voter registration for third-party
organizations, led to record voter participation and a bright
future for an inclusive democracy in the Commonwealth.

Virginia’s Breakthrough on Rectifying an
Enormous Injustice
washington post editorial board
june 11, 2017

“Overcoming bitter opposition from Republican lawmakers, Gov. Terry McAuliﬀe of
Virginia has largely rectified an enormous, archaic injustice: the disenfranchisement of tens
of thousands of former felons—about half of them African Americans—whose debt to
society has been paid, in many cases decades ago…It’s hard to overstate the magnitude of
the governor’s action, which he himself called his ‘proudest achievement’ in oﬃce…Mr.
McAuliﬀe’s legacy is assured.
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righting an historic wrong:
ending virginia’s felon
disenfranchisement policy
Tammie Hagen

Robert W.

Community Organizer, New Virginia Majority

Virginia Beach, Virginia

Richmond, Virginia

“I was overjoyed when I received the letter that my rights had been restored. I felt like a U. S. citizen
again. I felt like I am somebody—not just a number, without a voice—but someone, a person, a
human being , a citizen with a voice who is going to use it every chance I get.

“Until last year, I had never had the right to vote. Since I was 18 years old, I was barred from being
able to participate in our democracy. This reality made me feel like I wasn’t whole, like I was less than.
Our democracy told me that I was the sum of my mistakes and didn’t deserve to have a say. Having
my civil rights restored was the first step in creating a real sense of wholeness in my life. It was a
tangible piece that was missing from my puzzle and it truly started me down a new path. Having my
rights restored showed me how my own experience can impact the lives of so many.
“The McAuliﬀe Administration, in the bold decision to restore the rights of so many, has had an
exponential impact…Too many Virginians have been pushed out of our fundamental constitutional
process for way too long and it has weakened our democracy. Rights restoration and civic engagement
is just the first step. Now people are more inspired to fight for equal access to jobs and to live a full
life; that’s what’s most important.”

Jeﬀery G.

“Not only have I started over again spiritually, occupationally, and in other aspects of my life, now
I have started over again in fulfilling my civic duties and responsibilities. I thank the Governor for
allowing me to have a second chance.”

Shelia
Norfolk, Virginia
“To have my rights restored was a beginning for me. I could walk with my head up instead of down.
I could go into the voting polls and get my own sticker. I can feel like an American citizen again. I
was able to go to the college of my dreams and receive my B.S. in Health Service Management. I no
longer apply for the lower grade jobs. I go for the manager’s positions.”

Richmond, Virginia
“Having my rights restored has allowed me to prepare to take on employment and advancement in my
work. To have my rights restored means that I have a sense of pride for myself and my actions…
It was important for me to have my rights back so that I would be able to vote and make a diﬀerence in
my life, my family and my community.”
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“People get into [elected] positions and they talk about what they want to
do, what they’re going to do for the people. But when you see things like
[rights restoration], it really makes a diﬀerence.

“April 22, 2016 was my proudest day as Governor. Restoring the
rights of tens of thousands of Virginians wasn’t just the commonsense
thing to do—it was a moral imperative.”

The Governor actually put his foot to the pedal.”

—governor terry mcauliffe

—michelle, richmond, virginia
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four years: ensuring a healthy virginia

EXPANDING AND IMPROVING MENTAL
HEALTH CARE

CONFRONTING THE heroin and OPIOID
CRISIS

Governor McAuliﬀe recognized the need for expanded
health care access for Virginians with serious mental illness
and substance abuse disorders. In 2015, the Governor’s
Access Plan (GAP) was launched to expand access to care
for these individuals. The plan includes mental health
and substance use disorder services, medical visits,
medications, access to a 24-hour crisis line, and more. To
date, enrollment has exceeded 13,000 Virginians.

Virginia, along with most of the country, has been in the
midst of a devastating heroin and opioid epidemic. In 2016
alone, more than 1,100 Virginians died as a result of an
opioid, heroin, or fentanyl overdose.

In addition, the Governor persuaded the General Assembly
that System Transformation, Excellence and Performance
or STEP-VA, would provide a roadmap for transforming the
provision of mental health care and treatment in Virginia.
Access to mental health care and treatment has long been
criticized for being uneven and underfunded depending
upon where you live.
During the 2017 Session, the General Assembly agreed
to embrace STEP-VA and invest more than $30 million
to improve mental health services, including funding
to expand eligibility for the GAP program and begin
implementation of same-day access. Same-day access is
critical to ensuring individuals are assessed and screened
for services on the day they seek treatment at a health care
facility, expediting critical care and crisis services.

ensuring a healthy virginia
SERVING LOW-INCOME FAMILIES
Governor McAuliﬀe and his team have made a point of
encouraging Virginians to access existing public health
resources. Since September 2014, the total number of
children enrolled in Medicaid/FAMIS increased by 38,365.

As of January 2017, 410,726
Virginians had signed up for coverage
under the Affordable Care Act ranking
Virginia as one of the top states for
Marketplace coverage.
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Governor McAuliﬀe has fought to keep subsidies for lowincome Virginians under the Aﬀordable Care Act, calling
on Congress and the President to stabilize the individual
insurance marketplace and maintain funding for subsidies.

FIGHTING FOR MEDICAID EXPANSION
Despite partisan resistance in the General Assembly,
Governor McAuliﬀe has continued to push for Medicaid
expansion in the Commonwealth. Nearly 400,000 hardworking Virginians would gain access to health care coverage
if Medicaid expansion was implemented in Virginia. In the
absence of this commonsense action, the Governor has
implemented other critical measures to fill the gap.

Governor McAuliﬀe and the Virginia Department of
Health have taken aggressive action to combat the heroin
and opioid crisis. The Governor signed Executive Order
29, creating the Task Force on Prescription Drug and
Heroin Abuse, and numerous other bills to address the
opioid epidemic including mandating continued medical
education for providers, electronic prescribing for opioids,
and comprehensive harm reduction pilot programs through
local health departments. In November 2016, Virginia’s
State Health Commissioner declared heroin and opioid
addiction a public health emergency in the Commonwealth,
and signed a standing order for life-saving Naloxone
throughout Virginia.
In 2017, the Board of Medicine also approved new
regulations around the prescribing of buprenorphine, which
is a drug used to help people who are addicted to opioids.
Governor McAuliﬀe’s administration wanted to limit access
to the type of buprenorphine that is easier to abuse. Already
there has been a nearly 35-percent drop in prescriptions of
the abuse-prone form of buprenorphine.

Thanks to legislation signed by Governor McAuliffe in 2017, doctors will have
to check most opioid prescriptions for more than seven days with a prescription
database. As a result, the number of people receiving high doses of morphineequivalent drugs dropped from 942 in the fourth quarter of 2016 to 629 in the
second quarter of 2017.

in the news

‘Ravaging communities’: McAuliﬀe talks opioid
epidemic at Abingdon town hall
bristol herald courier may 8, 2017
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protecting
women’s rights

caring
for virginians
Barbara Harris
GAP recipient
Lynchburg, Virginia
“GAP has made a very big impact on my life. It helps those with mental illness not to fall through the
cracks anymore. Without GAP, I wouldn’t be able to get my medications or have a case manager that
oversees my current status. I have the feeling of relief knowing that mental health care is available to
me 24/7.”

Chief James A. Cervera
Chief of Police, City of Virginia Beach, and former member of the Governor’s
Task Force on Prescription Drug And Heroin Abuse
“Governor McAuliﬀe’s task force has brought law enforcement, citizens and treatment providers
together to address this deadly epidemic. Whether by providing training and access for citizens and
police to use the opioid reversal drug Narcan, increasing access to treatment or expanding our law
enforcement partnerships to target high level dealers of deadly synthetic opioids like fentanyl—we
are all focused on saving lives and keeping our communities safe.”

Dr. Bill Forte
Medical Director, Norfolk Community Services Board

Paulette McElwain

“GAP insurance has helped hundreds of our consumers obtain primary care and medications for
chronic illnesses known to shorten the life span and impair quality of life when untreated. With GAP,
wellness and recovery are not simply goals on a treatment plan, but tenets of lives lived fully and well.”

CEo, Virginia League for Planned Parenthood
“Whenever our health centers faced attacks and harassment from those who want to turn back the
clock on reproductive justice, whether through restricting access to care at Planned Parenthood,
making an abortion harder to obtain or attempting to eliminating comprehensive sex education
programs, Governor McAuliﬀe stood up and fought back. Because of his leadership, Virginia is the
only state in the country to have proactively rolled back regulatory barriers to abortion access.”
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four years: serving virginia’s veterans and military community

VALUING VIRGINIA’S VETERANS
Governor McAuliﬀe significantly expanded the Virginia
Values Veterans (V3) Program, which helps employers
understand, design, and implement nationally recognized
best practices in recruiting, hiring, and retaining veterans.
The Governor set three diﬀerent veteran hiring goals for V3
throughout his administration, and the team surpassed each
one ahead of schedule.

training veterans for cyber jobs
Building on the success of the V3 program and in response
to the need to fill thousands of open cyber jobs in the
Commonwealth, Governor McAuliﬀe launched the Virginia
CyberVets initiative and Virginia Cyber jobs portal in
November 2016.
A key element of the initiative is the Cyber Vets Training
Initiative in partnership with industry leaders including
SANS Institute, CISCO, Palo Alto, ISC2, and Amazon
Web Services.

Veterans care centers are state-operated long-term, skilled
nursing care facilities, so developing and expanding them
allows our Commonwealth to provide services to even more
men and women who served and sacrificed to keep our
country safe and protect our freedom.
Governor McAuliﬀe expanded Sitter & Barfoot Veterans
Care Center, one of the two existing care centers in Virginia
serving men and women who served in our armed forces.
He worked with the General Assembly to secure the
funding to build two new veterans care centers in the two
most heavily veteran-populated regions: Hampton Roads
and Northern Virginia.
Governor McAuliﬀe broke ground on the two new centers
in the Fall of 2017.
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TRANSFORMING THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS SERVICES
In an eﬀort branded “DVS 2.0,” Governor McAuliﬀe
and his team transformed the agency to meet the needs of
our veterans. The transformation of the Department of
Verterans Services included: renovating and opening seven
new benefits oﬃces to help veterans file claims, establishing
the Virginia Transition Assistance Program to help
transitioning service members in Virginia, creating more
education and employment opportunities, and enhancing
the provision of behavioral health and family support
services.

As a result of the work of DVS and
other organizations, Virginia’s
veterans received $3.1 billion in
federal disability compensation and
pension benefits in federal FY 2016.

On Veterans Day 2015, Virginia became the first state in
the nation certified by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development to functionally end veteran
homelessness. Functionally ending veteran homelessness
does not mean that no veteran will ever experience a
housing crisis again; it means that every community has
a sustainable, systematic response in place that ensures
homelessness is prevented whenever possible. Since
October 2014, 3,619 veterans have found permanent
housing in Virginia.

STRENGTHENING the CIVIL-MILITARY
PARTNERSHIP
Through the Virginia Military Advisory Council (VMAC)
—which consists of the commanders of each of the military
installations in Virginia, members of the General Assembly,
and gubernatorial appointees—the Commonwealth
strengthened its relationship with the defense community.

serving virginia’s veterans and military community
EXPANDING HEALTHCARE OPTIONS

ENDING VETERAN HOMELESSNESS

The VMAC worked on education and employment
initiatives for service members and their families, and
took the lead in increasing transition assistance eﬀorts for
service members as they exit the military.

by the numbers
First

More than 30,000

state to commit to and achieve an effective
end to veteran homelessness

veterans hired through the V3 program

3,619 Veterans

2 groundbreakings

housed since october 2014

50,229 requests
for disability compensation

filled by DVS on behalf of Virginia veterans and families

roughly six times the number hired when he came into oﬃce

for veteran’s care centers

7 new offices

opened for veterans benefits
27

serving virginia’s heroes
Kelly King Horne

Malon Agustave

Executive Director, Homeward: Staff Lead for Greater Richmond Continuum of
Care

Veteran, received assistance from the Virginia Veteran and Family Support
(VVFS) Program and other DVS services

Chesterfield County, Virginia

Newport News, Virginia

“Governor McAuliﬀe’s leadership energized our work to house veterans experiencing homelessness.
His energy and commitment to our most vulnerable residents provided the charge we needed
to become the first state to functionally end veteran homelessness. His support for data-driven
collaborative homeless services has helped our community to continue to house more people
experiencing homelessness more quickly.”

“After being homeless for over six months, VVFS was concerned about why and how I became
homeless and how we could partner together to get me housed. VVFS oﬀered me a sense of urgency
where other agencies gave me the same old ‘hurry up and wait’ responses.
“With the wrap-around support I received as a result of VVFS, I now have good rental history and will
be able to move to a new home and possibly consider home ownership again.”

Jeﬀrey Filler
Anesthesia Technician, Chesapeake Regional Healthcare Former Navy Corpsman,
first Military Medics and Corpsmen (MMAC) Program applicant hired

Shanail Romane
Clinical Care Technician, Bon Secours Virginia Healthcare Former Navy
Corpsman, first female hired via MMAC program

“I can’t begin to imagine how diﬃcult it must be to get a program of this magnitude started from the
ground up, especially it being the first of its kind in the nation. On behalf of the corpsman/medic
community: thank you to Governor McAuliﬀe and my new home of Virginia for showing us your
commitment, and allowing us the opportunity to show you ours.”

“In my new role at Bon Secours Virginia Health System I am a Clinical Care Technician. I work in the
capacity of and LPN but I’m not yet an LPN. When I was a Corpsman in the Navy, I was doing the
same things as an LPN but now I work with practitioners, nurses and others in my practice.

William Wood

“The Military Medics and Corpsman Program started by Governor McAuliﬀe has benefited me and
my family by allowing me to work freely and do as I was trained. It really makes me excited to be in
the MMAC program and I hope it will go on for years to come for other veterans who really need it.”

U.S. Navy Veteran, Resident of the Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center
Richmond, Virginia
“I love Sitter & Barfoot Veterans Care Center and I thank the Lord to be here. I have never been so
happy. Sitter & Barfoot, and the two new care centers, are one of the greatest things to happen. I
know the new care centers in Fauquier County and Virginia Beach will provide and mean the same to
other veterans, and I know they will have the same type of leadership and quality of care.”

Yasmine Charles
U.S. Navy veteran and advocate for veterans experiencing homelessness
Norfolk, Virginia
“My experience with homelessness gave me purpose and I’m now an advocate for homeless veterans.
I’m also now a part-time teacher and just graduated from Norfolk State University. Just two years
before I graduated, for two months, I was sleeping in the back of an old truck parked on campus.”
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“Virginia is the home to the fastest-growing veterans population
in the nation. We are proud to serve our men and women who’ve
worn the uniform through high-demand workforce training,
quality healthcare options, and robust services to help them
transition successfully back into our community.”
—governor terry mcauliffe
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four years: keeping virginians safe

EXPANDING ADULT EDUCATION
OPPORTUNITIES

SUPPORTING THE VIRGINIA NATIONAL
GUARD

When Virginians return to their communities after a period
of incarceration, they are more likely to be successful if they
are equipped with the education and skills they need to
secure stable employment.

Virginia has a long and storied tradition of citizen-soldiers,
dating back to President George Washington. That tradition
carries on today through the Virginia National Guard.

In 2015, Governor McAuliﬀe banned the criminal
background box on state job applications, removing a
systemic barrier to employment and further oﬀering
meaningful second chances to Virginians.
Under Governor McAuliﬀe’s leadership, the Virginia
Department of Corrections (VADOC) has earned national
recognition for its innovative eﬀorts to provide five career
and technical education courses for college credit. At 73
percent, VADOC exceeds the national GED pass rate of 71
percent.

Governor McAuliﬀe successfully championed new funding
for oﬀender reentry services, including mental health
positions covering all 43 state probation and parole districts,
as well as mental health treatment in local and regional jails,
resulting in the largest-ever investment in criminal justice
reform.
For the second year in a row, the Virginia Department of
Corrections (VADOC) posted the lowest recidivism rate in
the nation, beating its 2015 rate by a full percentage point.

transforming YOUTH JUSTICE

LEADING IN CYBERSECURITY

At Governor McAuliﬀe’s direction, the Virginia
Department of Juvenile Justice is undertaking a
comprehensive structural and cultural transformation.
This initiative has already reduced by nearly two-thirds the
number of youth who would otherwise end up in secure
confinement, and reinvests the resulting savings into
evidence-based community programs and services that
reduce crime, increase public safety and enhance outcomes
for our young people. Beaumont Juvenile Correction Center
has been closed and consolidated with Bon Air Juvenile
Correctional Center.
As community-based services increase and fewer youth are
incarcerated in adult-style prisons, two smaller state-of-theart facilities will be built to provide secure rehabilitation
keeping youth closer to their families and communities.

Under the McAuliffe Administration,
the Department of Juvenile Justice
reduced its population in
state-operated Juvenile Correctional
Centers by nearly two-thirds.
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The Guard also continues to have one of the nation’s best
trained and equipped cyber units. Governor McAuliﬀe was
integral to the establishment of the 91st Cyber Brigade in
Virginia—the first and only National Guard cyber brigade
in the nation.

Virginia has boasted the lowest adult recidivism rate in the
nation for two straight years.

keeping virginians safe
REFORMING OUR CRIMINAL JUSTICE
SYSTEM

Since January 2014, the Guard has mobilized nearly
1,600 soldiers and airmen for federal active duty overseas
deployments, as well as over 2,500 soldiers, airmen, and
Virginia Defense Force members activated for state duty to
respond to hurricanes, winter storms, and flooding across
the Commonwealth and the United States.

From creating a cyber security commission charged with developing industry relevant recommendations to being the first
governor to take executive action to secure consumer transactions and the Commonwealth’s data, Governor McAuliﬀe has
worked to build a solid cyber eco-system in Virginia.
As Chairman of the bipartisan National Governors Association from 2016-2017, Governor McAuliﬀe made cybersecurity
his signature initiative. The initiative, called Meet the Threat: States Confront the Cyber Threat, helped states understand their
vulnerabilities and provide them with the tools and guidance to secure their state systems and data.
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CUTTING THE BACKLOG OF PHYSICAL
EVIDENCE RECOVERY KITS (PERKs)
In an eﬀort to combat sexual assault, Governor McAuliﬀe
established a PERK Work Group in 2015 to create a
comprehensive process for the consistent handling of
PERKs collected from victims of sexual assault. The
legislation developed by the Work Group, and adopted by
the General Assembly, requires all anonymous PERKs to
be stored for a minimum of two years and law enforcement
to submit PERKs for testing within 60 days of receipt, with
limited exceptions.
The Governor secured approximately $900,000 in the state
budget to implement the legislation, providing funding
for six additional DNA examiners along with increased
supplies needed to process the kits.

In April 2015, Governor McAuliﬀe announced that the
Virginia Department of Forensic Science (DFS) had
reported its 10,000th DNA Data Bank Hit.
As of November 2017, DFS logged more than 11,600 hits,
providing crucial leads to law enforcement investigating
unsolved crimes.

COMMONSENSE DRIVER’S LICENSE
POLICIES
In an eﬀort to fix a backwards policy, Governor McAuliﬀe
worked to end the policy of suspending driver’s licenses
for non-driving related reasons, such as failing to pay court
fines. Today, more individuals have the ability to work,
support their families, and make necessary payments to the
Commonwealth and victims.

a safer virginia
through justice
reform
Nathaniel R. Balis
Director, Juvenile Justice Strategy Group, Center for Systems Innovation,
the Annie E. Casey Foundation
“Over and over again, Governor McAuliﬀe has given time and attention to juvenile justice unlike
any previous governor here and unlike anything we’ve seen around the country. Perhaps most
meaningfully, Governor McAuliﬀe has embraced young people confined in Virginia’s correctional
facilities with open arms. You’d be hard-pressed to find another governor who, speaking to a room of
young people in custody for some of the most serious oﬀenses, and saying to them: ‘We love you, we
believe in you, we want you to be successful.’”

Jalen Mizell
Student, Richard Bland Community College
“Governor McAuliﬀe said he believed in second chances and he showed me that by making college
courses available to me while I was at Beaumont and Bon Air. Thanks to the availability of college
courses, I had 24 college credits before I was released to the community. I transferred those credits
to Richard Bland to finish my degree in Computer Science. I want to thank Governor McAuliﬀe for
believing in us and supporting the changes at Bon Air and Beaumont.”

Zhacori Bates
First President, Department of Juvenile Justice Student Government
Association

Kristine Hall
Domestic Violence Advocate
“Governor McAuliﬀe’s legacy is not complete without acknowledging his unwavering commitment to strengthening Virginia’s
response to victim safety and reducing intimate partner violence homicides—most notably passing long overdue legislation to
take guns away from domestic violence oﬀenders and standing firm against bills that oﬀered false and dangerous ‘protections’
for victims.”
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“Governor McAuliﬀe showed us that he believes in second chances by visiting us and asking what we
needed to be successful. He followed through by giving us access to things such as computers with
internet so we could take college courses and creating the Student Government Association to be
sure our voices are heard. I am appreciative of my opportunity to be a leader and a part of the changes
at DJJ. The opportunities given to me at Bon Air helped me prepare for my release to the community.
I am now living in my own apartment, working, and a student at Thomas Nelson Community College.
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four years: transforming transportation

SAVING THE PORT OF VIRGINIA

RENeGOTIATING BAD DEALS

Governor McAuliﬀe believes the Port of Virginia is a key to
Virginia’s competitiveness and one of the Commonwealth’s
most important assets. Unfortunately, when Governor
McAuliﬀe entered oﬃce, the Port of Virginia had lost
money for five consecutive years, was violating debt
covenants, and had entered into a 20-year deal that would
have put it at a competitive disadvantage for the future.

Under the leadership of Governor McAuliﬀe, there is more
road system work planned in Northern Virginia than at any
other time in Virginia history. By 2022, there will a 90mile express lane network providing fast and reliable travel
choices for commuters from Fredericksburg and Gainesville
to Washington and points in-between.

Thanks to reforms initiated by Governor McAuliﬀe, the
Port has returned to profitability and is experiencing record
volumes. The Governor secured significant investments to
ensure this turnaround, working with the General Assembly
to provide $350 million to upgrade Norfolk International
Terminals and negotiating a public-private partnership
to provide $320 million to build phase II of Virginia
International Gateway.

Following several disastrous projects negotiated by the
previous administration, Governor McAuliﬀe overhauled
the way public-private partnership (P3) contracts are
negotiated to protect the best interests of the public and to
allocate taxpayer dollars wisely.
The Transform66: Outside the Beltway project was
delivered under these reforms and resulted in a swing of
$2.5 billion for Virginia taxpayers.
In November 2017, Governor McAuliﬀe broke ground on
the project, which will come at no cost to taxpayers and
instead the Commonwealth received a check for $579
million.

transforming transportation

UNLOCKING NORTHERN VIRGINIA AND HAMPTON ROADS

AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES:
AIR, LAND AND SEA
Early on, Governor McAuliﬀe recognized the importance
of the autonomous systems industry to the New Virginia
Economy. He worked with the General Assembly to
establish a Center of Excellence to champion the expansion
of this important industry in the Commonwealth.
The Center, which will be operated by Virginia’s Center
for Innovative Technology (CIT), is in direct response
to recommendations made by the Commonwealth’s
Unmanned Systems Commission and a series of roundtable
discussions with industry leaders from across the
Commonwealth.
As an advocate for these cutting-edge technologies,
Governor McAuliﬀe has operated unmanned systems in all
three domains—air, land, and sea!

Governor McAuliffe is the first U.S.
governor to fly in an unmanned
airplane.
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TAKING THE POLITICS OUT OF
DECISION-MAKING
Governor McAuliﬀe worked with the General Assembly
to develop SMART SCALE, the nation’s first data driven,
outcome-based transportation prioritization process. This
reform safeguards tax dollars and removes political wish lists
from Virginia’s transportation project approval process.
Under the new process, the Governor put governance before
politics to ensure Virginia will have a strong transportation
infrastructure to help support its economic competitiveness
and high quality of life for Virginia’s families.
Additionally, the Governor worked with the General
Assembly to reform the Commonwealth Transportation
Board to give members greater ability to make tough
decisions without undue political pressure.

In Northern Virginia, Governor McAuliﬀe has worked to implement a regional network of express lanes with new transit
services that oﬀer choices to commuters. His administration delivered the first comprehensive upgrades to I-66 since it
opened to traﬃc in 1982. He won approval for the $1.4 billion Atlantic Gateway Initiative, which will improve highways and
transit along the I-95 corridor and received the largest FASTLANE grant in the country.
In Hampton Roads, more than 22 miles of I-64 on the Peninsula is being widened, and construction has started on a new High
Rise Bridge. For the first time in decades the region has reached consensus on connecting the Peninsula and Southside—
improving the Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel.
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in the driver’s seat
Jim Corcoran
President and CEO, Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce
“Governor McAuliﬀe has delivered many transformational transportation improvements that meet all
of those needs for Northern Virginia and the Commonwealth. The business community has sought
to address regional choke points like I-66 and I-395 for decades—Governor McAuliﬀe was able to
deliver multi-modal solutions to both in just four years. While these and many other improvements
were achieved during Governor McAuliﬀe’s term, the benefit to businesses, commuters, and families
across the Commonwealth will be realized for decades to come.”

STRENGTHENING DULLES AIRPORT

PROTECTING DRIVERS

When Governor McAuliﬀe entered oﬃce in 2014
Dulles Airport faced increasing costs threatening its
competitiveness and ability to maintain existing operations.
Understanding that the Commonwealth couldn’t aﬀord to
lose this key asset, he directed his administration to study
commercial air service throughout the Commonwealth to
analyze the situation.

Governor McAuliﬀe eliminated tolls on the MLK highway
and reduced tolls on the Downtown and Midtown Tunnels,
providing much-needed relief to local residents. He also
worked to ensure commuters were not hit with high fees
for mistakes and inadvertent toll violations by establishing a
first in-the-nation notification system and capping fees and
fines for first time toll violators.

This study identified that the major problem at Dulles
was that fewer flyers were using it as a stop to make
connections. The Governor worked with the General
Assembly in 2016 to secure $50 million for the airport
to help reduce costs, attract more air carriers, and entice
United Airlines to keep its hub at Dulles.

The Governor also established the nation’s first Toll Relief
Program that provides financial toll relief to qualified
Norfolk and Portsmouth residents who travel the Elizabeth
River Tunnels.

in the news

“Governor Terry McAuliﬀe made returning the port to good order and profitability a priority.
His eﬀort has paid oﬀ. Last year the port finished its best fiscal year on record.”
richmond times-dispatch editorial board november 21, 2017
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four years: protecting our natural resources

REVITALIZING THE CHESAPEAKE BAY

PROTECTING OUR WATER

Governor McAuliﬀe signed the 2014 Chesapeake
Watershed Agreement, the first formal agreement in which
every Bay State specifically recognizes the threat of Climate
Change. As Chair of the Executive Committee of the
Chesapeake Bay Council, he helped move cleanup eﬀorts
forward by achieving the stated point-source pollution
reduction targets a full decade ahead of schedule and
ramping up eﬀorts to control pollution from agricultural
and urban sources.

In response to data showing the potential for overuse of
the Potomac aquifer in the coming decades, Governor
McAuliﬀe supported limits on groundwater use from the
14 major users who accounted for nearly 90 percent of the
water withdrawals.

In addition, Governor McAuliﬀe’s budget contained over
$140 million for water quality initiatives, including $61
million for agricultural water quality protection, which is
the largest amount of funding of its kind in Virginia history.

PRESERVING LANDS AND MITIGATING
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT

PRESERVING VIRGINIA’S NATURAL
TREASURES

protecting our natural resources
COMBATTING CLIMATE CHANGE AND
COASTAL FLOODING
Recognizing the potential costs associated with
climate change, Governor McAuliﬀe reestablished the
Commonwealth’s Climate Change and Resiliency Update
Commission.
Acting on the Commission’s recommendations, Governor
McAuliﬀe created the Commonwealth Center For
Recurrent Flooding Resiliency, established an eight
percent renewable energy procurement target, successfully
competed for $120.5 million in funding from the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development, and
developed an Electric Vehicle Initiative to drive investment
in electric vehicle infrastructure.
In addition, he signed Executive Directive 11, which
directed the Department of Environmental Quality to draft
regulations providing for a trading-ready carbon reduction
program for power plants that will both reduce costs and
drive more investments in clean energy.
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BUILDING A CLEAN ENERGY ECONOMY
Governor McAuliﬀe made renewable energy a key pillar of
his eﬀorts to build a new Virginia economy. Revenue in the
clean energy sector has grown five-fold during Governor
McAuliﬀe’s administration to $1.5 billion. The Retail
Industry Leaders Association ranked Virginia first in the
southeast and 20th in the nation in the 2017 Corporate
Clean Energy Procurement Index for corporate access to
clean energy.
The Solar Foundation ranked Virginia second in the
southeast for year-over-year growth in solar industryrelated jobs with a 65 percent increase in 2016. In addition,
as of December 2017, 356 of Virignia’s public sector
vehicles were transitioned to alternative fuels, exceeding
the goal established in the 2014 Virginia Energy Plan by
nearly 20 percent.

2,600 megawatts of solar have been
installed, or are under development
since 2014—up from 17 megawatts

In May of 2015, Governor McAuliﬀe created the Virginia
Treasures Program to preserve and protect 1,000 of
Virginia’s most important ecological, cultural and scenic
recreational assets. He accomplished that goal well ahead of
schedule with over 1,300 Treasures currently on the books,
including Werowocomoco, Natural Bridge State Park, and
Fort Monroe National Monument.
Governor McAuliﬀe secured state funding for the Virginia
Land Conservation Foundation, which has awarded nearly
$16 million in funding over the last four years, and he
worked directly to bring an additional $32 million in federal
funding to Virginia and other states in the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed as part of the Rivers of the Chesapeake
initiative.

Governor McAuliﬀe has also supported water quality
protections for impacts from fracking, where he has
ensured heightened protections for any exploration in the
Taylorsville Basin.

Under Governor McAuliﬀe’s leadership, the
Commonwealth of Virginia joined with the Departments
of Justice and the Interior to settle a longstanding claim
against DuPont for mercury contamination in the South
River and South Fork Shenandoah Rivers. The agreement,
valued at over $50 million, is the largest environmental
damages settlement in Virginia history and eighth largest
in U.S. history, and will result in protection, restoration,
and improvement of lands, habitat, and water quality in the
Shenandoah Valley. In particular, lands important to the
Chickahominy Indian Tribe will be preserved.
Governor McAuliﬀe also worked to mitigate the impacts
to historic resources of the proposed Surry-Skiﬀes Creek
transmission line through a mitigation agreement providing
$89.5 million for projects to conserve, protect, and benefit
historically and culturally significant resources in the James
River watershed.

by the numbers
37 state parks

visited by governor mcauliffe
first Governor to visit every Virginia State Park

1,300 Virginia treasures
protected by governor mcauliffe
exceeding his goal of 1,000
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“Each of us should be concerned about what happens to our planet, our
environment, and our children’s health and our future. Virginia’s new
common-sense safeguards, put in place by Executive Directive 11, will allow
our children to breathe easier.”
stephen d. goodwin
november 22, 2017 op-ed in the richmond times-dispatch
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preserving
virginia’s natural
treasures
Ronnie Nuckols
Owner, Virginia Century Farm
Goochland County, Virginia
“As the owner of a Virginia Century Farm, a participant in a stream-exclusion practice and a director
with the Monacan Soil and Water Conservation District, I am very grateful for Governor McAuliﬀe’s
continued support of the cost-share programs. These practices not only improve water quality from
local streams to the bay, they also help stimulate the local economy and allow the farmer to improve
his productivity, thus strengthening the state’s agricultural base.”

Leslie Gregg

lieutenant governor ralph northam

Co-Owner & Creative Director, The Market at Grelan
Somerset, Virginia
“The Market at Grelen was extremely honored to have its Connector Trail to James Madison’s
Montpelier designated a Virginia Treasure. Not only has this designation helped to spread the word
about the public access to our beautiful land, but it has legitimized us as a trail designation. It has
brought runners, hikers and day trippers to our property and most trail visitors stop in The Market to
shop and eat in the cafe, too. It’s been great for our business!”

Ann Phillips
Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy (Ret.), Center for Climate and Security Advisory
Board Member
“Governor McAuliﬀe demonstrated courageous leadership in climate change mitigation throughout
his term…His bold actions are of critical importance in Virginia to stabilize our environment, to
guarantee our ability to execute our national security strategy, and to fulfill our responsibility to our
citizens and our global partners.”
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As we reflect on the past four years, I am proud of the
accomplishments our administration has achieved.
Through our collaborative eﬀorts we have generated record
economic growth, made historic investments in K-12
education and created a more open and welcoming Virginia.
This administration has worked tirelessly to create
economic opportunity for all Virginians. Together, we
have redesigned the high school experience and aligned
our workforce training programs with growing privatesector industries, which will prepare our students and
workers for 21st century jobs. We have created safe and
healthy communities across the Commonwealth through
improvements in healthcare delivery, transportation
infrastructure, and broadband access.

Today Virginia is the most military- and veteran-friendly
state because of our eﬀorts to support these brave men and
women and their families.
As Lieutenant Governor, my experience as a veteran, a
pediatrician and a small-business owner have shaped the
way I have served the people of Virginia. I firmly believe
that every child deserves access to a quality education,
aﬀordable health care and a safe community, and thanks to
the eﬀorts of this administration, we are closer than ever to
making this a reality.
It has been an honor to serve as your Lieutenant Governor
and I look forward to building upon this legacy by moving
Virginia forward as its 73rd Governor.
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