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“HOW DOES IT FEEL BEING THE
WORLD'S GREATEST SUPERHERD?"

Over 40 years ago, mild-mannered scientist Gilbert Graham was given
incredible powers when a meteorite crashed into his laboratory. Hoping to
amaze and inspire, Gilbert became The Standard, the world’s first real life
superhero. For decades, The Standard - and later, his trusty child sidekick,
Fabu-Lad - protected their home, Sky City, from masked criminals and
evil-doers, and together strove to make the world a better place.

Today, Gilbert Graham is long retired. Alex Thomas, formerly known as
Fabu-Lad, took on the mantle of The Standard in his place. But Alex Thomas
is not Gilbert Graham. Before long, Alex publicly unmasked, revealing his
true identity to the world. Since then, The Standard has gone from superhero
to celebrity, complete with sponsorship deals and even his own reality TV
show. But somewhere amidst all the fame and fortune, Alex lost sight of what
The Standard was supposed to represent when Gilbert Graham thought him
up all those years ago.

Now, a young girl is missing, and The Standard has promised to find her. Can
Alex Thomas become a hero once more? Or does fate have other plans for The
Standard?
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F ..AND THE BOY WHO
WOULD BECOME ONE.
ORPINARY
PEOPLE, JUST

LIKE US.

ORPINARY
PEOPLE WHO LIVE
EXTRAORPINARY
LIVES.

FOR LET IT BE KNOWN, BOLD
REAPER, THAT THE GREAT PO NOT
ALWAYS CHOOSE GREATNESS.




SOMETIMES, GREATNESS S
SIMPLY THRUST UPON THEM.




44 YEARS AGO.

«UNAWARE OF
THE METEOR
THAT HAD MADE
ITS WAY INTO OUR
ATMOSPHERE!

SUCH WAS THE CASE FOR
YOUNG SCIENTIST GILBERT =
GRAHAM, WORKING LATE IN
HIS LAB ONE NIGHT...

THE IMPACT DEVASTATED
THE LABORATORY, POUSING
GRAHAM IN CHEMICALS AND

METEORIC PARTICLES.

Q"

I sHouLp
HAVE BEEN KILLED

IN THAT BLAST. BUT
THERE'S NOT A SCRATCH ‘@
ON ME! T FEEL... 55
STRANGE ENERGIES
COURSING THROUGH ( V(>
MY VEINS!



ELSEWHERE, BEALITIFLIL ' ﬁ
SOCIALITE CAROLINE COLE HE'LL BE
AWAITS HER BEALI!

STUCK IN THAT LAB

: OF HIS, WORKING ON
' SONE BORING
EXPERIMENT!
(3l
GILBERT'S \

LEFT ME HIGH

j o THE STRENGTH
' OF A HLUNCRED
. MEN/

|
M| FAR FROM BORING.,
; \ CRIPES!
dv BOLP REAPER... 2\ NOW T HAVE
48" o %
, ’

4




THE NEXT PAY

PR. GRAHAM HAD GAINED
INCREPIBLE POWERS.

THE CHEMICALS THAT POUSED ME
PURING THE EXPLOSION MUST HAVE REACTED
WITH PARTICLES OF THE METEOR AND FUSED

THEMSELVES TO MY BLOODSTREAM.

My BODY
HAS CHANGED
ON A CHEMICAL,
NO.. A

STRUCTURAL
LEVEL/

"..I SHALL BECOME A
PROTECTOR OF THE INNOCENT,
AN INSPIRATION TO OTHERS..."

L, [

WITH PRACTICE, HE | "/
LEARNED HOW TO .
CONTROL THEM. |/

s . 4

I HAVI
ATTAINED A NEW
PINNACLE OF HUMAN
EVOLUTION, AND S0 1
MUST GIVE MY FELLOW
MAN SOMETHING TO
ASPIRE TO...







SKY CITY

30 YEARS AGO

|
!
-

1 HAVE BEEN MOCKET ANV
IMPRISONEV FOR THE LAST
TIME. HERE BEAINS THE
ULTIMATE CONQUEST OF

ZACHARY ZARTHOS!

OH, HELP/

SOME OD V ARMET WITH MY

SAVE ME/ DESTRUCTO-BOT,
NOTHING CAN STOP ME!

- /
prqug

" BOW BEFORE
ME! FIRST sky
cITy, THEN...

THE
WORLD!

NOTHING? YOU MUST
HAVE FORGOTTEN ABOUT
YOUR ARCH-NEMESIS...

THE STANDARD!

AN
Y/ HIS TRUSTY Y
Il siDEKICK, THE ==
| MINIATURE MARVEL, |
\ THE FANTASTIC...
FABU-LAD!



SKY.CITY

LIPS

=
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STANDARD... |
WHERE'S THE
PUNCHLINE?




LOOK,

THE 6UY'S BEEN
SELLING CRACK TO
GRANNIES. ALL T
WANNA PO IS GET
HIM OFF THE
STREET, NOT WIN
HIM OVER WITH
MY CHARM AND
WIT...

Y'KNOW,
SOMETHING
PITHY THE STUPIO
CAN POP IN THE
COMMERCIAL.

YEAH, YEAH, IF YOU WERE JUST POING THE HAWKS NETWORK, HOME OF HIT
THIS OUT THE GOOPNESS OF YOUR REALITY SHOW THE STANPARD. AND AS A
HEART YOU WOULPN'T HAVE US OUT HAWKS COMMODITY, YOU'RE EXPECTED TO

FILMING IT. REMEMBER WHO'S PERFORM IN A WAY THAT ENHANCES
PAYING YOUR BILLS. ! OUR PROPUCT, MMKAY?

IGOTA
PUNCHLINE
FOR YOU.

LET'S GO...
ACTION/




THE HAWKS
NETWORK CAN
GO SCREW ITSELF
SIDEWAYS!

IT WIS PITHY...
AH'LL GEE 'IM

BUT A N
DON'T THINK THE
STUPIO'S GONNAE

POP IT IN THE
COMMERCIAL.

FOR CHRIST'S SAKE, PON'T GIT
FINNEY, YOU'RE HIS YER KNICKERS
AGENT, HOW IN A TWIST. AH'LL
PO You... HAI‘:&IIJE IT,




FINE.
JUST LET ME
PROP OFF
THIS PUNK
FIRST...

cA
THAT N TALK SOME-

A MEDICATED
SCOTSMAN SHOULDNAE WHERE A ﬂ’,ﬁﬁ,m ‘

BE LAUNCHED THROUGH
THE 5Kg Or:ll_sROCKET cASdACT




2 YER COOL, YER RICH,
{ YER CHIN-PEEP N FANNY,
YER THE STANDARD, MATE!
I WANNAE BE YOU WHEN
I GROW UP!

LOOK, WE AW

RESPECT WHIT GILBERT E ISTILL ai
GRAHAM DID. BUT HE'S THE HAVEN'T

PAST. YOU'RE THE

FOUND HER,
_ FUTURE... .

A0\ T BILL

MRS, HARRIS,
TLL TRY MY VERY
BEST TO.. Nor you
HAVE TO PROMISE
ME! PROMISE ME
YOU'LL FIND My
LITTLE GIRL!

WASN'T WHAT Y
I WANTED TO BE
WHEN T GREN

YE KIPPIN'?
YER ALEX THOMAS,
THE MOST FAMOUS

MAN IN THE

¥/ BUT I'M NOT.
T'M NOT HALF THE
MAN THE REAL
. STANDARD
: WAS.

1 YER NOT STILL
OBSESSIN' OVER

L | THAT MISSIN

B\ HARRIS GIRL,




ALL THESE POWERS,
AND I CAN'T FIND ONE
MISSING GIRL...

YE NEED
TAE STOP TORTURIN'
| YOURSELF, MATE. YE |
il PAE GOOD. YE GOT YER
W TV SHOW AND YER
ADVERTISIN@

E MAKE
THE WORLD BETTER
BY MAKIN' PEOPLE
FEEL BETTER ABOOT
THEMSELVES.

S0 LEAVE THE POLICEWORK
TO THE POLICE, AND THE
PANGEROUS WORLD-SAVIN'
CRAP TO SECRET-IDENTITY
SUPERHEROES LIKE
THE CORPSE.

BIL N
T'VE MET THE
CORPSE.. A




ACCURSEV FOOLS! EVEN
YOUR MIGHT CANNOT PENETRATE
THE METALLIC COMPOUNDS OF
MY PESTRUCTO-BOT!

, CAN'T..ESCAPE...

YOU WitL
BOW BEFORE
YOUR SUPERIOR,
 STANDARDL

*NNNNGE
THIS METAL TRULY
15..INPESTRUCTIBLE/!

THE 1 THINK
STANDARD NOT, WENCH. .
WILL STOP [ YOU HAVE SPURNED j

vour MY AUVANCES FOR  [RalC A

TOO LONG, L\ ‘“'-‘
CAROLINE :

COLE.
ONCE 1
HAVE BEATEN
YOUR LOVER, 1
WILL TAKE YOU
AS MY WIFEL

W/ THERE! THAT FUEL \

[ VENT/ YOU NEED TO GET

| IN THERE, TEAR THIS
THING APART FROM

D THE INSIDE.

Ly

1.1 DON'T
KNOW IF I
CAN.

IT'S UP
TO YOU NOW,
FABU-LAP. THERE
MUST BE SOME
WEAKNESS...

OF
COURSE
Yyou CAN. T
BELIEVE IN
You.







RIGHT UP THERE
NEXT TO HIM
SOON. YER OWN
STATLE.

| MY STATLE, BLAH BLAH” WOLILD BE AS PRY AS
N\ MA ARSE CRACK, 0 A SUPERVILLAIN'G
GONNAE CRASH THE PA

WHAT ARE
757 YOl TALKING  \
*( ABOLT? THERE ARE |
NO SUPERVILLAING |-
LEFT, THEY'RE ALL
RETIRED OR
_ N JAL.

~you
KNOW, I THINK
HE ACTUALLY PIP

EITHER THAT, THAT/GHCE.

OR THE CORPSE PINNED
THEM TO A ROCKET WITH A
RUSTY NAIL THROLIGH THE

BAWBAG, THEN LALINCHED
THEM INTO THE SLIN.

NO WORRIES,
MATE. I GOT
THE PERFECT
SLPERVILLAIN
FOR YE.




BILL, THIS \
IS RIPICULOUS! You
CAN'T PRETENP TO BE A
SUPERVILLAIN, IT'S...
IMMORAL!

SCHMORAL, I
i SPRINKLE
SCRUPLES ON MA
PORRIPGE FOR
BREAKFAST.

LOOK, OUR SPONSORS
SORTEP US OUT. GOT ME

GREAT!?
R B Caearr BE HUMILIATED! AND
ST R { | WE'RE LYING TO ALL
VAN — THOSE PEOPLE
i \_ OUT THERE...

" PISH! WE'RE GIVIN' THE PEOPLE
‘f.‘- WHAT THEY WANT/ TV SHOWS AND
COMMERCIALS ARE AWRIGHT, BUT FOLKS
R e
3 PAYS WITH GIL . GEEEEEZO,
- ® WHAT (S [T WITH
' YOoU SUPER-
HEROES AND YER
 TIGHTS?

YoU THINK

L[ SWIMMING IN
\ SWEATPANTS |
_ WOLILD BE




GILBERT GRAHAM Y~ AND T AM HONORED TO BE
WAS MY MENTOR, _GIVEN A PLACE BY HIS SIDE IN
MY INCPIRATION, SKY CITY'S HEART...

s 4 iy 01 L e
- n‘n}?;

o

B,

i

YE DON'T IMPRESS
ME! [T'S TIME TAE GET
. BATTERED BY...

WELL, NOW
I'M GONNAE PEEP
FAT FRY YER...

SEE HOW,
WITH MY TRUSTY
FRY GUN, I DEEP FAT |
LGN, T DeEe |
o




B
PREPARE
TO EAT HUMBLE
i FRY/ LIKE THE
OLD SAYIN' GOES,
LIVE ANP LET s

[ NOT, CITIZENS.
SKY CITY IS
SAFE ONCE /.




¥ so..How poES

IT FEEL BEING
THE WORLD'S
GREATEST
HERO? _

GILBERT WANTED
TO INSPIRE THE WORLD
THROUGH HIS GOOPD DEEPS,
AND THE ONLY WAY TO
TAKE THAT PREAM TO THE
NEXT LEVEL WAS TO
STEP OUT OF THE
SHAPOWS.

ot

You SPENT
YEARS AS THE
SIDEKICK TO GILBERT
GRAHAM, THE ORIGINAL
STANDARD, AND WHEN
HE RETIRED, YOU BUT THE

TOOK OVER.  5TANDARD'S IDENTITY
-l HAD ALNAYS BEEN A SECRET.
WHAT MADE YOU DECIDE TO

LI COME OUT INTO THE OPEN
AND UNMASK
YOURSELF?

YOU'VE INSPIRED MILLIONS,
YOU'RE LOVED ALL AROLUND
THE WORLPD. S0 IT SURE
WORKEP OUT WELL FOR
You, PIPN'T IT?




WELL, IF ALL YOU &
PEOPLE OUT THERE PO
LOVE ME, I'D APPRECIATE
IF YOU LISTEN CLOSELY
TO WHAT I HAVE TO

D SAY NOW...

GET YOUR
CAMERA ON

THIS IS ANY
HARRIS. SHE HAS
s BEEN MISSING FOR
[\ OVER A MONTH

) NOW.

MOTHER HASN'T
GIVEN UP HOPE, AND
NEITHER SHOULPD YoU.

A TRUE HERC?,V_BUT NOW, TELL US 3

ABOUT THE GENTLEMAN

& GIANT. WHAT'S IT LIKE

FIGHTING CRIME
WITH HIM?

Iy

IF ANYONE WATCHING
HAS ANY INFORMATION, ,
ANYTHING, PLEASE GET |

IN TOUCH WITH THE /4
POLICE... .




HI. I'M THE
STANDARPD.

PEOPLE ASK
ME, WHAT IS
THE ESSENCE

STANDARPD.
THE NEW
FRAGRANCE
FOR MEN.

7 BN N
WAITING FOR You, |
\_ STANDARD.




WHO ARE

You? HOW \ WHERE ARE
PP YOU GET ‘ You? sHOW

IN HERE? T y. YOURSELF!




N-NO! \T'%...
IMPOS45\BLE!L




Y cocaT JoB,
FABU-LAD!




N/ THATS
: Im WHAT T WAS
STRONGER THAN ~ DESIGNED
You. FASTER THAN ). TO BE. A
YoU. BETTER
__THAN You. 4

¥/ THIS ISN'T N

PERSONAL. TH
_ JUST...FROVING /¢
D APOINT. _4




AND SO THE
STANDARD'S
ADVENTURE
MUST COME
TO AN END.




BUT FEAR NOT, [l Pl i
BOLD READER. IS 4 i

FOR WHEN EVIL AND
INJUSTICE THREATEN THE
WORLD ONCE MORE...

\

WHEN THE TIME
{ IS RIGHT...

NENT:
FUNERAL FOR
A FRIEND




“An amazing and intpiguing series..., & o
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Sy Concept
, art b,
R rh:e:f :: red ong o
like t ;
’f;’s %E5h, I must sy, g 211 Wite
Secar!y 5'9ge, Jon s Fe:”z’-‘ rote jg,
Gilbert Gpg), Curt Swap o le Pop ﬂ:’ i
S St g, VA in hig prime

Peel

make too much sense. The lightning bolfs reslly dicn't

JONATHAN RECTOR: When Sohn had
sent me the script For Issue 1, I was
very excited to start working right
away. The concept he sent me sold me.
Yesh, he needed to hire an artist, but
the look on Gilbert's Pace basically
sums up the dramatic good/evil
throughout each script.

waloved it!

IR Yesh this was a blast to do! When I was
told the book would be "Plip-Flopping" back and
Porth between old school style, and a more
modern ore, I went right sway to Buscema and

Kirby. The initial design John came up with sfill
works. It's simple, and classy. The only thing I
didn't like was that the designs on his chest didn't

old school encugh.




L: With these designs, things really started to click, I+
seemed you went jn more of g gej-pj direction,
eMphasizing Gilbert's status as g scientist, and T got a
bitor s Kirby New Gods vibe Prom they, The design on
the right ;umped out a? me :mn.redxa?re’ly. It was 3 csse TR The design on the
oF me seeing it, snd instantly Imagining that costume

2 S SPGCe-man,Imau
N SPPesring on covers snd on the Finished Psges. Sowe y

" OF playing sroung
With the jgeg F Gil
5t design, and the rest, gs 2o

- they say, is historys

=
.~ oy,
L Coy, . I
%’f‘ﬁff s o, IR: Yeah, this was 8 blf:;‘. j
= i/ can't remember exactly wher
this idea came Prom. I was

probably watching some’
Dragon Ball &! Hs, ha, ha!
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“THE STANDARD is the kind of rare gem that comics

reaglars are __Iunky to find..."
\. f/J e .
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start here



