THE LOYELIEST NIGHTMARE

TYLER JAMES - JOHNLEES - ALEX CORMACK - JULES RIVERR



HE LOVEUCTT NIERTULE
ZANYNG

"LIKE A WRIGGLING LARVAE
READY T0 BLOOM™

Story by Tyler James & John Lees
Script by John Lees
Art by Alex Cormack
Colors by Jules Rivera

Tyler James Steve Forbes
Letters Assistant Editor

Alex Cormack CP Wilson, lli Joe Mulvey

Cover A Cover B Cover C
| ier James, Publisher . OXYMORON: The Loveliest Nightmare #1. First Printing. 2015. Published by ComixTribe.
| Joe Mulvey, VP Creative All associated characters and groups, and their likenesses are © 2015 ComixTribe. All rights
B reserved. The events and characters presented in this book are entirely fictional. Any similarities
i facebook com/comixtribe between names, characters, persons and/or situations with those of any living or dead person or

o rribe.com  lStitution, without satiric intent, is purely coincidental. www.comixtribe.com



"THE FIRST THING T
NEEV TO MAKE CLEAR
TO YOU & THAT YOU
ARE NOT N CONTROL."

''YOU HAVE BECOME A
PLAYER N SOMETHING
MUCH LARSER THAN
YOURGELE!

5 .
'YOU NO LONGER HAVE
A LIFE... YOU HAVE A

PURPOSE, A ROLE
TO PLAY.!

IOH, I £YMPATHIZE WITH YOUR
NEEV FOR AGENCY, TO CARVE
SOME MEANING FROM THE
CRUEL, SHRIEKING NOTHING
OF YOUR EXISTENCE."

"AND THAT'S WHAT
I AM HERE TO VO."

"I'M HERE TO MAKE
ORVER OUT OF CHAOS."

'"PO YOU KNOW HOW T FEELS,
MARY, TO BE FORCEV TO
WATCH ON, HELPLESS, AS YOUR
COZY LITTLE VREAM-WORLY
COWLAPSEST!

4

YOU WiLL, MY PEAR.
YOU WiLL."




"T'& TIME TO OPEN
YOUR EYES."




ALl THINGS CONSIVERE
YOU'RE LOOKING WELL.

AR AL

I

R IR R
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WHAT I'M SAYING 15, OFFICER CLARK... MARY...
T'4 GOCV 10 4EE YOU Sy YOU ¥NOW YOUR CONPITION
. HEALTHY AzAIN. A BETTER THAN ME. YOU'RE
< = A\ ADVISED TO AVOWW

HOW ARE / 5 S5TRESS.

YOU FEELINGZ —

PHYSICALLYE T'M
GREAT... ALL THINGS
CONSIVERED. ; 1 REALLY
SHOULY BE KEEPING
BUTI il YOU BEHIND A TVESK
CAN'T &Y 1 FEEL - INDEFINITELY.
GO0V, NOT IN THIS :
UNIFORM... BUT SHOW ME YOU
CAN HANVLE A BEAT...
YOUR VETECTIVE BAVEE

WILL BE WAITING FOR &
YOU, IN TIME.

=5/ THAT A N\
[ cOMPLIMENT,

Y COMMISSIONER DONAHUE,

S\, 1 APPRECIATE YOU
TRYING TO £AVE MY
FEELINGS, BUT I'M NOT
AN DIOT...

THE ONLY
REASON I ST\
HAVE ANY JOB ON THE
FORCE 15 BECAUSE YOU
HAVE MY BACK. YOU
ALWAYS HAVE,

BUT AS FAR AS THE
REST OF THE PRECINCT &
CONCERNET, I SHOULDN'T

BE HERE.




ITHIG 16N'T O
EEHABILITATION,
COMMISSIONER."

HERE COMES YOUR
NEW PARTNER. NICE &IRL,

ROOKIE, ALl BRIGHT-EYEY =

ANU BUSHY-TALET.
YOU'LL LIKE HER...

» —--aUeT TRY
TO MAKE SURE
THI& ONE &ETS

HOME SAFE,

YEAH?

SEREEANT
STOKES.

OFFICER, NOW. '\
BUT YOU KNEW THAT
ALREADY, DIDN'T
youzg

CLARK, MEET
OFFICER
VEANIE.

VEBORAH.
VEBORAH
VEANIE.

I'M REALLY
LOOKING FORWARY
TO WORKING WITH
YOU, OFFICER
CLARK.




THIZ ALL
FEELS 40 NEW
TO ME.

1 ONLY MOVETD
HEEE A COUPLE
OF VAYS AGO, WY
AFARTMENT &

\ ALl BOXES...

YOU PRIVE, ¥
VEANIE.

YOU CAN CALL
ME PEBORAH \F
YOU WANT...

WRONGT

1 VON'T WANT TO
OFFENT YOU OR ANYTHING.
I'M JUST... THIE |& MY FIRST

VETAIL, ANU T WANT TO
LEARN ALL I CAN...

TON'T APOLOGIZE.
ouew DON'T.
IF YOU SMILE AND WALK
ON EGGSHELS, YOU WON'T GET
THANKED FOR IT. THIG CITY WiLL EAT
YOU ALIVE. WANT TO LEARN SOMETHING?
TRY CLOSING YOUR MOUTH
ANU LISTENING...

..o WANSTOWN MIGHT JUST
TELL YOU SOMETHING."




AREN'T YOU
A BIT OLD TO BE
PLAYING WITH YOUR J,
FOOU, HON?

OM, BUT I'M
IN A PLAYFUL 1S

MAGNIFICENT

MOOT, YOU S NHIE
4EE. /
\\ GONG TO BE A Ty

BUTTERFLIES.
HERE, LET ME GIVE
YOU A REFILL...

QUESTION
BEFORE YOU

I PREFER N

&OT SOME
OO0V NEWS, T
TALE 117

WA VW OWN 2007 Yo
B\ NEWS, BETTY. :

=y TRANSFORMATIVE,
~ LIKE A WRIGALING LARVAE §
READY TO BLOOM INTO

WOLLD You

[ W55 THEM TERRIBLY
\F 1 YOLKED THEM
: ouTe




50, WHAT MATE YOU WANT TO
BE A COP, OFFICER CLARKT!

TI'M A GLUTTON FOR PUNISHMENT.
M50, THE GUN."

b, 3

C'MON, THERE'S GOTTA BE
MOEE TO IT THAN THAT."

— —_—
m— — R -

V mez
POLICE 16
ALl T BVER
WANTED TO

BE.

EIEHT.
SWANSTOWN'S

Wy DAD'S SAVIOR

SHERIFF BACK

W KIRKWOOP,
POPULATION

SEVEN HUNVREV

> L DINT...
{ Loow, 1 eeT .
I'M GREEN.

AND THIRTY-

FOue. " BUT 1 WANTED

TO BE SOMEWHERE 1

YOU FEEL LIKE YOUWE
BEEN STUCK WITH ME,
BUT I KNOW I'M A

COULY MAKE A BEAL &600P--

PIFFERENCE.

IT's YOU WHO'S
STUCK WITH ME,
TVEANEL

BEING MY \
PARTNER WON'T DO
YOU ANY FAVORS IN

THI&Z PRECINCT.

I'M SURE
YOUVE HEARD
ABOUT MY--
1 HAVEN'T
HEARU ANYTHING
ABOUT YOU.

T'M NOT INTERESTED IN :
SZCHOOWARTY GO545IP) O- WHAT - MO&T \
MOST PEQPLE THINK. PEOPLE SLCK.

SEVEN-
AUAM-NINE, RESPOND
TO A MAN THREATENING TO
JUMP FEOM THE 37TH FLOOR
OF FELICIANO TOWERS. 5FD
HAG ALREATY BEEN NOTIFIED
ANV & EN ROUTE.

ROGER,
VISPATCH. JUMPER
AT THE TOWERS.

HOPE THEY
HAVE A TALL-ASS
LADVVEE...




7 whaT's THE
&TATUS OF THE
JUMPER?
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HE'LL JUMP IF
ANYONE 6OES

U

11T
aii

[[[[]]]

— =]
— =
— =
— =]

SHOULDN'T
WE WAIT FOR...
1 PON'T KNOW,

N EXPEETGT

\
\

SN

% L

REMEMBER N
WHAT I SAID
ABOUT CLOSING
\ YOUR MOUTH ANY
UGTENINGT

7 STAY TOWN
J  HERE, WAIT FOR
[ BACKUP. TELL 4TOKES
A 1 WENT ALL LOOFPY
A\ ANU COULUN'T BE

D 5TOPPET.

' HE'LL —
LOVE THAT. Ji==

HATE 1O 4TEAL
YOUR THUNVER, BUT
IF YOU'RE JUMPING,

I MIGHT TAG
ALONG.

| O
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STAY BACK!
\T'LL JUMP!

ME WITH MUCH OF A
2 CHOICE WeRE.

THIS 1& TIRED B&
YOU DON'T WANT
: TO HEAR...

I THINK
I MIGHT.

1 HAVE A...
CONPITION.
AVDIGON'S
VisEASE.

THAT MEANS
MY BODY \& UNVER
D ATTACK BY IT6 OWN
N\ IMMUNE SYSTEM.

YOU TON'T
THNK IVE THOUGHT
ABOUT HOW EASY IT'D
BE TO JUST... &TOP
TAKING WY MEVST

=

YOU TON'T
KNOW WHAT IVE
BEEN THROUGH!

FOUND THAT
OUT &IX MONTHS
AGO, AND (T'S LIKE
I FELL DOWN A
HOLE.

BUT THERE'S

ALWAYS A REASON
TO KEEP LIVING.

WHAT, YOU
THINK YOUR FAMILY
WOULV B8t BETTER
OFF WITH YOU
veav?
NO MATTER

WHAT YOU'VE TONE,

THERE'S NO WAY
THAT'S TRUE...

; EVEN IF
IT's JUsT 10
SP\TE LIFE FOR
THINKING \T CAN
BEAT YOU.

N-NC,
YOU PON'T
UNVERSTANT... 4

1 60 MORE
THAN A COUPLE OF

VAYS WITHOUT TAKING
THESE STEROIWWS THEY

1I'VE VONE THINGS.

TERRIBLE THINGS, 1B

ANU I CAN'T LET MY
FAMILY cUFFER &
FOR THEM.




HE'LL KILL
THEM!
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/
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THIS 1&

KEYZTAL SAINES OF
SWANSTOWN NETWORK NEWS,
WITH A BREAKING STORY THAT
PIG&RACED POVLE OFFICER
MARY CLARK & AT THE SCENE

OFFICER CLARK,

HOW VOE4 \T FEEL ¥
TO BE RESVONSIBLE
FOR ANOTHER




"PETECTIVE FI&K, CAN 1
TALK T YOU ABOUT THE
MAN IN THE MASKZ"

LT T

HE WAG A gl
NUTJOE. }

THI& CITY'S
PACKED WITH THEM.
IT'& NOT UNHEARD OF
FOR FOLK LIKE THAT
TO THINK PEOPLE
ARE OUT TO &ET
THEM.

AND I THINK
YOU JUST HAVE
THAT MASK ON THE
BRAN NOW.

\T'& NOT
JUST ME,
TERRY.

1 KNOW
IVE SEEN THAT
MAGKL SOMEWHERE
BEFCRE... WHAT |F
THIS 1& SOMETHING
BIGGERT

CH, 20 NOW YOu
THINK 1T MIGHT BE A
GO0V WWEA TO CONSULT
VOUR sUPERIORS ON /4
THE MATTER?

N/ vowe

] i “NOW WHO HE
P \& YETT
|

NO. THE LAB
GEEKS ARE TOWNG
THE AUTOPZY TONIGHT.

1 UON'T THINK THI&
WAS A STRAIGHT SUICIDE.
THAT GUY WAS TERREIFIED,
WIKE HE WAS BEING FORCED
\  TO JUMP. HE MENTIONET
2 SOMEONE THREATENING
HI& FAMILY.

ANV I1...

I THINK I AW
SOMEONE AT THE
CRIME SCENE,
WEARING THE
SAME MASK.

COULY YOU
JUST LOOK INTO
\T AND--

WHY PON'T
YOU LOOK \NTO
\T YOURSELF?

OH, THAT'S
RBIEHT... YOU'RE
NOT A PETECTIVE

ANYMORE. AT UON'T

THINK THAT ANYONE
HAL FORGOTTEN WHY.




i WHAT,
H voU THINK T'VE
FORGOTTEN?

[/ JIM waeN'T
JUST MY PARTNER,
HE WAS MY FRIENT.

UNSCATHED!?

1 HAVE

A AN INCURABLE

ANU YET
HEEE YOU ARE.
YOU ALWAYS HAVE A
WAY OF MAKING T

VIGEASEL

[ vimwitieo purne [

ONE OF YOUR...

N erizoves] A

[\ I NeARLY DIED
THAT NIGHT! OUT UNSCATHET.

p ST
I PION'T
KNOW...

WELL, YOU
SHOULD HAVE. JIM !
TORRANCE WOULY BE ALIVE 4
A \F YOU'D BOTHERED 1O FINV =/ MEAN. THERE'S ALWAYS L
OUT WHAT WAS WRONG BEEN SOMETHING
Y WITH YOu. WRONG WITH YOUR
HEAT.

e I
PHYSICALLY, 1

: 50 WASTE SOMEONE
P ELSE'S TIME WITH YOUR }

wzﬁﬁ \;‘éﬁ ‘;@;T MAGKED BOOGEYMAN A

S A THEORIES.

' Us HAVE ACTUAL
CRIMINALS TO
CATCH.

TONIEHT'S OPERATION
15 THE CULMINATION OF
MONTHS OF WORK BY MY
A\ ANTI-CORRUFTION
. TASKFORCE.

TOMORROW,
SWANSTOWN WAKES
UP TO SHOCKING
NEWS.




YOU THINK
YOU'RE &OIN&
TO BLOW UFP
THE WORLD,
QUARTOX?

CHAD
FARSTARE WILL
STOP YOU!

NQ, You
HAVE TO VO
THE VOICE.

YOU KNOW, LIKE...
I'LL PESTROY YOU,
CHATD FARSTAR!
HAHAHA!

ViE, CHAV
FARSTAR... OR
SOMETHING...

IM NOT SITTING
HERE WITH AN ACTION
FIGURE ANV TOING

ANOICE LIKE
THAT.

BECAUSE... Y
'Ll SOUNT
STUPID.

THINK YOU'RE =
\ 5TUPID, MARY, /O

OW ARE
{ MY TWO FAVORITE
W\ PEOPLE CETTING
\ ONT

1 HAVE A BLASS OF
OEANGE JUICE FOR THE
GENTLEMAN, ANV SOMETHING
A UTTLE STRONGER
FOR THE LADY...




YOU SHOULY
REALLY £TOY REAVING
THE WORST INTO
EVERYTHING ANYONE
SAYG, HONEY. £

KYLE LIKES YOU.
HE NEVER REALLY KNEW
HI& MOTHER... T THINK
HE LIKES THE IWWEA OF
SOMEONE ELSE BEING
PART OF OUR
FAMILY.

ME TO FAIL TO LIVE
_UP TO, RIGHT?

A MAN'S IN THE MORBLE
BECAUSE 1 COULUN'T SAVE
HIM, AND I'M HERE PLAYING
HOUSE. FEELS... WEONE.

THIZ TAMN

THERE'S N\
SOMETHING T
NEEV TO TELL

I'M TAKING
THE JOB N
RHINELANT.

KYLE AND 1
ARE MOVING N
A FEW WEEKS.

YOU CAN'T £AVE
EVERYONE.

YOU PO ALl YOU
CAN, BUT AT THE ENV
OF THE TAY YOU HAVE
TO SCRAVE |T OFF

I WANT
YOU TO COME
WITH U5

THERE'S A QUIET LITTLE COUNTRY
SHERIFF'S TEPARTMENT. YOU COULY
BE RUNNING THE PLACE IN A ¥
FEW YEARS.

TAVI... — -
Tuaécmf \‘ZA'.GE?" \ BUT 4 .
ME. SWANSTOWN WE CAN MAKE ' WITH THE
IN MY BLOOT. T'M LONG DIGTANCE WORK. | /o 1RENS ON, T CAN
N ALIFER. ZHINELAND'S WHAT, NINETY E THERE NSIDE
— —X = - MINUTEZ FROM SWANSTOWNT . AN HOUR,

'MA‘ZY} PLEASE...
ALl THIE CITY
VCOES \& TAKE.

- YOU KNOW
\T'a TIME FOR
N\ A CHANGE.

/2

RIGHT. AND
[ HOW'D SWANSTOWN PP
TREAT YOU TODAY?

IT'& NCT THE
ElaHT--

GOT WY JOB
BACK... /S




T WASN'T
O BAV.

N THE\R
VEFENSE...

e [ B¢ HARY 1O &ET
= ALCNE WITH.

MAYBE |F YOU OPENEV UP MORE,
GANE PEOPLE AN IVEA WHAT'S
GOWNG ON WSIDUE THAT HEAT
OF YOURS..."

SORRY, 1... 1T N
TOUEH TO CONNECT )
SOMETIMES. &




MAGK AND wiy WOy Tl T
BLOVES ARE ol YOU PO THAT TO = Ao
seaer 10 olr Tl PUAREE | N Vourseirr | ale=its 24
JOHN UOE WITH =N } ey L I i

AN INDUSTRIAL 2 V& \ N
STRENGTH f< e 7 =1=
\ ATHESIVE. /T s '/

- T

I'M NOT -
CONVINCED HE TIT. i@&_

CLARK THINKS THE &uy ) o=
WAS COBRCED.

REGARULESS,
\F WE TRY ANV PEEL
IT OFF NOW, THE
FACE \& COMNG

WE'LL NEEV
SL) TOsomITINA
L 2oLveNT, SEE F THAT
[ Lo0%ENS THE GRIP AND )

B UET o EASE THE :
B, THING OFF L)

{ WHO THE
HELL ARE
you?




GROUNY
TEAM & IN PLACE AND
COVERING THE PERIMETEE.

NOW MIGHT BE A OOV TIME

TO TELL US WHAT THE HELL
WE'RE POING OUT
HERE, FioK.

ATRICK
THAT BRAZEN MUST
THINK HE AIN'T NEVER
GONNA BE HELY
ALCOUNTABLE.

ANV THAT'S

SORRY
FOR THE CLOAKN
VALGER, MAGUIRE,
BUT 1 COULUN'T RIS
WORV OF THI& OF
LEAKING.

NICE PLACE,
AINT (T2

BUILT AND
VECORATEV WITH
TAXPAYER'G MONEY STRAIGHT
CUTTA MAYOR TEBBITT'S
URBAN REAENERATION
FUNTL

WHAT TONIGHT'S
ABOUT. SETTLING

ACCOUNTS.

THIS 1& MORE THAN
JUST FIDVLING EAPENSES.
IT'e CORRUPTION ON A
MASSIVE SCALE, FROM A
MAYOR BELOVED BY THE

WHOLE CITY.

'THE PAPER TRAIL LEATS TO CITY HALL, BUT

THE NAME ON THE LEASE & &Y PITTMAN,

WHO'S CLAWING UNDERWORLY TERREITORY
FEOM MOE WEIN ON THE EAST 4IDE."

"WHAT KIND OF JOINT VENTURE WOULY
BRING THESE TWO PARTIES TOGETHER?
WELL, IVE REASON TO BELIEVE THIS
& ACITY-FUNPEP WHOREHOUSE,
ANV CUR MAYOR'S MORE THAN JUST
A SILENT PARTNER..."

AN MY INTEL PAIV OFF
THAT'S THE KING 60056
HIMGELF, HERE TO ENJOY THE
PERKS OF HI& PATRONAGE."

"LOOK ALIVE, BOYS...
WE'RE SONNA CATCH TEBBITT
WITH HI& HAND STUCK IN THE
COOCHIE JAR."




NOBODY
MAKES A MOVE
4 UNTIL WE HAVE
S\ TESBITT IN THE
HOUSE.

ME. MAYOR. Y
WE'VE BEEN
WAITING.

Y7 wene cot X
A DNA MATCH.

HANG ON,
SOMETHING'S
WRONG...

{ VErY WRONG.'
Pl

\ ...GOMETHING'S




CHRIST! FALL
BACK TO THE
PERIMETER!

\
"FALL BACK, §
DAMN [TV




TVISPATCH...
T-THIS & FIGK.
WE'VE WALKED

INTO A TRAE

OFFICERS VOWN.
REPEAT, MULTIPLE
OFFICERS...

A
A
.l *l.!:!!‘l"







TVOES THE BOY
WANT Hi& BELLY
RUBBEDY

I THINK HE
vogs!

Hiva, BUDPY!
VD YOU MisS MET
HAVE YOU BEEN
GO0V, HUK?

oy IVE BEEN

WHAT VOE& ; THINKING OF OUR
HE WANTZ A8 MUTUAL FRIEND WHO
"~ ' FANCAKED HMGELF
ON THE SIDEWALK THIS

AFTERNOON ANV

WONVERING...
HOW CLOSE

WERE YOU 1O SAVING
HIMZ VIV YOU &ET TO
THE EVGE OF THE ROOF
SO0ON ENOUGH TO SEE
THE MOMENT HE WENT
KERSPLATE




T0 BE CONTINUED...

=
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NEXT ISSUE.

il



I had nightmares as a kid.

[ remember some nights simply refusing to go to sleep for fear of what might be waiting for me
when I closed my eyes. Monsters, sharks, kid-killers... who knew what terrors my dreams held in
store? It was always a relief to wake up in the morning, safe and secure in the real world.

I still have nightmares from time to time. But when I lay my head down at night, fear of what
could happen to me in dreams is the farthest thing from my mind. Even in the worst nightmare, |
know there’s nothing there that can actually hurt me.

But the real world?

I’ve somehow woken up to a life that’s pretty much my childhood dream come true. I make video
games and comic books for a living. I have a beautiful wife, an amazing step-daughter, and dog |
love way too much. We just bought a nice house (5% of it, anyway) in a quaint New England city
on the water that couldn’t be safer.

And there isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t fear losing it all. It’s not a crippling fear, but it’s
there. It’s always there.

There’s nothing in the nightmares I had as a kid that comes close to being as scary as what the
real world delivers to so many on a daily basis. The news, oh, the news... ISIS. Ebola. Riots.
Shootings. Cancer, cancer everywhere. ..

Fear can cripple. Fear can destroy. It all comes down to how you deal with it. I've always tried to
channel my fears into something else. Something like the comic you’re now holding in your
hands. I know the fear isn’t ever going away. But by shining a light on it through story,

perhaps we can harness it. And through the cipher of the characters we create, characters like
Mary Clark, a woman who thinks she’s already been to hell and back and survived, only to find
hersclf face to face with the Devil himself, we try to fight back against the fear as best we can.

This story takes us to some dark places, and it wasn’t a trip I could take alone. That’s why I
reached out to John Lees, the brilliant writer of AND THEN EMILY WAS GONE and THE
STANDARD, to help me take a kernel of a story and turn it into something special. And it’s why
we turned to Alex Cormack to bring the story to life visually. Alex is a brilliant illustrator who,
with color artist Jules Rivera, is diving headfirst into the nightmare.

Welcome to The Loveliest Nightmare. We're glad you’re with us. Feel free to let us know how
we're doing at oxymoron(@comixtribe.com.

Tyler James
Newburyport, MA
June 2015
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