
To meaningfully engage with nature in the 21st century, it is important to tackle one glaring 
paradox: while our mental detachment leads to a loss of consideration and care for the natural 
ecosystem, our physical detachment almost certainly has a positive impact on its health and 
fragile survival. This contradiction leads us to challenge what appears to be the most taken-
for-granted impulse of contemporary architecture: turning every place into a tourist destination. 
After all, there is nothing natural about tourism: as a byproduct of the growth economy, even its 
most sustainable efforts fail to achieve a respectful and long-term symbiosis between us and 
the environment. To critically re-introduce nature in the public consciousness and bridge the gap 
between the ecological and economical spheres, an alternative is needed.  

Our proposal imagines Omneberget as the site for a less invasive guest: conservation drones. 
Drones represent the apotheosis of our detachment from nature; the conquest of physical space, 
the ability to be see everything from a distance, the power to exert influence our vast expanses 
of territory... Their increasing use in conservation efforts, coupled with their ability to generate 
views from breathtaking vantage points, is what informs our intervention: an operations, control 
and charging tower pinned to the mountain’s highest peak. On the one hand, drones monitor 
the unique biodiversity and geological data of the High Coast. On the other, they upload and 
distribute high definition imagery which is replicated over the network. 
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    fig. 1   Positions on nature fall on a spectrum between 2 seemingly polar opposites.
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    fig. 3   ... however upon closer inspection it reveals that both extremes are in fact
              more similar than they first appear : they are two sides of  the same coin.
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    fig. 4   ‘Green’ architecture fails to address this false dichotomy by reverting to the
                 middle of  the spectrum : turning the site into an eco-friendly destination... 
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    fig. 5   ... but perhaps what is needed is the opposite: collopsing both extermes 
                   together and  closing the loop.
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    fig. 6   Our solution:
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    fig. 2   At first glace, this range makes both ends appear disparate and disjointed...


