between earth and sky
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Poised at the edge of the waters of Lidingö, a Temple for Hilma sits
quietly as an austere monument to the great abstract artist Hilma af
Klint. Its gently sloping roofs and stone walls stand as testament to
the Swedish painter’s revelations of truth and unity in her life’s work.
In the same fashion that Af Klint sought to bring the invisible or occult
world into the visible, the design for the art museum gives form to the
metaphysical forces that exist in the realm between earth and sky.
Within the architecture of the museum, unique spaces are interwoven
into the gallery experience that highlight and expose the earthly
phenomena surrounding the site. In the same manner that Af Klint
explored themes of men and women, faith and science, good and evil
- these spaces reveal the elements of light and shadow, earth and sky,
water and air. As subtle pauses in the gallery sequence, these spaces
offer quiet contemplation of both surrounding natural phenomena and
their connection to Af Klint’s tremendous work.
Upon entering the temple, the visitor is met in the lobby with the first of
three phenomenological spaces. A jewelry box of glass walls encloses
a courtyard of light and trees - it is a space dedicated to natural life on
our planet. The visitor is then introduced to the Hilma af Klint’s work
through sketches, essays and notebooks in the first portion of the

museum-proper. Moving through exhibits of “Primordial Chaos” and
“Evolution” the visitor reaches the second phenomenological space
dedicated to the sky. Beyond a round oculus stretches the blue sky
above, its height inmeasurable and its expanse is great. Continuing
on through the “Dove Series” and “Swan Series” exhibits, the visitor is
met with water of the Lidingö Strait edging between two stone walls in
the third phenomenlogical space. Water and its contrasts in lightness
and darkness is framed at the shore’s edge for the visitor’s reflection,
before reaching the grandest gallery dedicated to “The Ten Largest”
and the end of the exhibition.

SECTION THROUGH GALLERIES

A Temple for Hilma is humble in design and execution: it is not a building
of mega proportions or bold display. It draws its aesthetic inspiration
from Af Klint’s life as an artist who painted in secret without fame or
fortune. Moreover, the hidden world of Af Klint’s paintings was made
possible through the use of her own private studio - for this reason the
secondary space is a linear grouping of artist’s studios at the end of
the site.
Honoring the life and work of Hilma af Klint, the Temple is a place
between: the individual and community, visible and obscure, earth and
sky, life and legacy.
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