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1 Timothy 1:3-20

In his book Knowledge of the Holy, AW Towzer 
opens his first chapter by saying: “What comes into 
our minds when we think about God is the most 
important thing about us.” And yet it is common 
to hear Christians say, “I don’t really care about 
theology, I just want to love God.”  That sounds nice 
until you think about about it, because that would 
be like me saying, “I don’t really want to know my 
wife, I just want to love her!” I can promise, that 
will not go will for me, because its impossible to 
love someone without seeking to know them. Quite 
simply, there nothing more important or practical to 
your life than your belief about God. 

Believing rightly about God is vital because our 
beliefs dictate how we live, in order to have right 
actions, behaviors, perspectives, and understanding, 

Believe Rightly 
about God

by Pastor Brad Snyder
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we must have right beliefs, and since all things have 
their origin and significance in God, a right belief 
about Him is the most important belief we hold, and 
the only way we can live rightly in every other area 
of life. 

This is why Paul starts all of his letters to the 
churches with theology, teaching and reminding 
the people of the truth of who God is before he 
tells them how to live and what to do.  And 1 
Timothy is no different.  Here Paul urges Timothy 
with the task to correct false teachers who were 
preaching a different doctrine.  People were 
turning from the truth about God and putting 
their hope in genealogies and their own ability to 
fulfill the law.  And the result of these false beliefs 
were, “speculation,” “vain discussions,” a lack of 
“understanding,” and ultimately “shipwrecking” 
their faith and being “handed over to Satan.”  But 
by giving Timothy the charge to lead the church to 
believe rightly about God, we’re told of “love that 
issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and 
a sincere faith” and a use of the law that doesn’t 
lead to the self righteousness of trying to justify 
yourself, but an awareness that you are the foremost 
of sinners in need of mercy.  What right belief about 
God could lead to love, purity, good conscience, 
sincere faith, and humble repentance?  This: 

Believe Rightly about God
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“The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners...”

Believe rightly that our God is righteous and 
gracious. That he gave the law to reveal his righteous 
standard to show us that we were “lawless, 
disobedient, ungodly, sinners,” but the “grace of our 
Lord overflowed for [us] with the faith and love that 
are in Christ Jesus!”  He came to save sinners!  And 
as Paul is an example to us, we are an example to 
others of God’s perfect patience and grace! 

Questions:

1. What comes into your mind when you think about God?
2. What false beliefs do you often have of God, and how do 

they affect how you live?
3. Why is it good if the law shows you your need for grace?
4. Why is it bad if the law leads you to try and justify 

yourself?
5. What does each of those produce in you?
6. How does believing rightly about God let you believe 

rightly about yourself and everything else?
7. What would change about your life if you believed this 

more fully?

Believe Rightly about God
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1 Timothy 2:1-15

Prayer is a key part in the life of a believer and yet it 
is something many believers struggle to understand, 
to do regularly or to experience in meaningful 
ways. Sometimes this is the result of a lack of 
understanding regarding prayer, frustrations from 
past prayers that seem unanswered, or an ongoing 
battle with distractions and priorities. But for us to 
fail to press into these barriers or to not prioritize 
prayer in our life is to miss out on a huge means of 
grace and, more importantly, is a failure to recognize 
who God actually is. 

Scripture shows us that the effectiveness of our 
prayers lies not in our effort, technique or words, 
but rather in our knowledge of who God is. Our 
knowledge of and access to our Father God in prayer 
is made possible through the work of Jesus Christ by 

Christian 
Disciples Pray

by Pastor Joe Byler
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the revealing power of the Holy Spirit. Prayer should 
be seen as “a personal, communicative response 
to the knowledge of God… …Prayer is continuing 
a conversation that God has started through his 
Word and his grace which eventually becomes a 
full encounter with him.” (Timothy Keller, Prayer: 
Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God.) 

From scripture, we see three basic kinds of prayers 
that should be a regular part of the believer’s life.

“Upward” prayers are prayers of praise, 
thanksgiving and adoration. In these we place our 
gaze on the holiness and majesty of our Creator God. 
We praise and thank him for his grace and kindness. 
We adore his character and love. Although the focus 
of this type of prayer is God, it has an effect on us 
in that it develops in us a love for God. Prayers of 
praise and adoration cultivate in us a continued and 
growing love (worship) for God above all things. 

The second type of prayer is the “inward” prayer. 
This is the prayer of confession, the prayer of 
self-examination. The inward prayer leads us 
to recognize and confess our sin, lamenting our 
brokenness and the brokenness around us, and, in 
return, experience a growing awareness of the grace 
and love the Christ has given to us through his 

Christian Disciples Pray
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costly sacrifice.

Finally, supplication and intercession are summed 
up in the third type of prayer. In these “outward” 
prayers, we cry out to God in request of things for 
ourselves, for others and for the world. Scripture 
informs us to boldly ask for our desires, and at the 
same time, ask God to fulfill his will and wisdom. 
This also plays a role in reshaping our hearts as we 
give our requests and desires to God and ask that his 
will would be done.

Questions: 

1. What are the biggest questions or barriers that keep you 
from regular, meaningful prayer? 

2. How does your knowledge of who God really is and the 
work of Christ affect how, when and how often you 
pray? 

3. Do you spend time exploring and pondering who God is? 
How can you pursue understanding his character more?”

4. How does your prayer life reflect these three types of 
prayer? Are there any that you seldom pray? 

Christian Disciples Pray
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1 Timothy 3:1-16

When people read 1 Timothy 3, they often feel one 
of two ways; they either feel discouraged because 
they see the qualities as unattainable or missing 
in their life, or they feel relief because they see the 
qualities as applicable only to elders or deacons, and 
not the average christian.  Both of these responses 
reveal a hidden deceit in our hearts.  The first 
response shows our struggle in understanding 
the gospel of grace and our tendency to resort to 
a works-based salvation and sanctification.  The 
second reveals our desire to live in the comfort of 
our sin and our struggle to submit our lives to the 
Lord.

Both common responses to this passage show a 
fundamental misunderstanding of the text.  Too 
often, this chapter is viewed as a character checklist 

Leading with 
Character

by Pastor Scott Hambrick
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to categorize people into the “haves” and the “have 
nots” (of godly character), usually to appoint 
someone to leadership.  But, that’s not the point of 
this chapter.  While we see these examples of godly 
character applied to those in church leadership, 
the underlying point is that these are elements of 
godly character which God desires for all us. And, 
in contrast to the two common misperceptions, the 
only way to rightly approach this passage is through 
the gospel of grace and the understanding that God 
calls all christians to display these character traits.  
So how then, do people come to 1 Timothy 3 and not 
feel discouraged or disconnected?  

The answer is transformation.  It’s here in this 
chapter on character that who you are and how 
you live collide. The only way to live in these 
characteristics, is to live in a close relationship with 
God who embodies them perfectly.  How a person 
lives is built on their identity.  When someone comes 
to faith in Jesus, their identity changes and over their 
life, God transforms that person, conforming them 
to the image of Christ, which is perfectly reflected 
here in 1 Timothy 3.  

You see, character transformation is only 
accomplished through gospel transformation.  
When we rest in the gospel and look to the perfect 

Leading with Character
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sufficiency of Jesus, by grace, we are transformed to 
reflect Jesus as we become more like Him.  It is in a 
God informed identity that our core is transformed, 
conformed, renewed, and recreated into His image.  
Only then will we see the beauty of character in 1 
Timothy 3 grow in us.  Peace be with you.

Questions:

1. In what ways do you find yourself trusting in a gospel of 
works rather than a gospel of grace?  In what ways do 
you struggle to submit to the Lordship of Jesus in your 
life?  How has the gospel confronted you and brought 
transformation in these areas?

2. What does the collision between your identity and your 
life look like?

3. Why did God give us this description of character in 1 
Timothy 3?

4. How can we encourage this character in each other?
5. How is Jesus’ sufficiency and supremacy shown in 1 

Timothy 3?

Leading with Character
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The Gospel in 
All of Life

by Pastor Aaron Lockhart

1 Timothy 4:1-16

When I was a young man, I ran in a marathon.  
Notice I did not say, “I ran a marathon.”   Despite 
my disdain for running long distances, I joined 
a relay team because our church partnered with 
another very different church to “Run for Racial 
Reconciliation.”  After all of the training, hydrating, 
and carb loading, I ran (and walked) 7.8 miles 
through my city.  Each time I felt like I was ready 
to lay down on the pavement, I would come across 
either a water station or a prayer station.  Which 
one do you think was more effective in helping 
me accomplish my objective of reaching the end of 
my segment?  Hint: it wasn’t wet, but it sure was 
refreshing!

What are your objectives in this race of life?  
For what do you hunger?  What quenches your 
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metaphorical thirst?  There are hundreds of answers 
to these questions, and although we are all different, 
only one thing can bring true satisfaction: glorifying 
and enjoying God.  Now, how can glorifying God and 
enjoying Him go hand-in-hand, and how does this 
satisfy us?

In 1 Timothy 4:1-16, Paul is addressing the various 
errors of those who have rejected, abandoned, or 
distorted the faith (i.e., the doctrine of salvation 
by grace) and put on the shackles of legalism.  Not 
eating certain foods and remaining unmarried were 
two examples of man-made rules that were intended 
to manipulate God by showing Him how pious they 
were.  That neither glorified God, nor brought them 
enjoyment, “for everything created by God is good, 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God 
and prayer (vv. 4-5).”  The problem is that the good 
gifts of God are sullied and abused by our sinful 
appetites.  

That’s why growth in godliness is so important, “as 
it holds promise for the present life and also for the 
life to come (v. 8).”  That is the key that enables us 
to glorify God and enjoy what he has given us in a 
righteous way.  Jesus said, “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall 

The Gospel in All of Life
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be satisfied (Matt 5:6).”   In everything that we do, 
from eating and drinking to our relationships, we 
can find true satisfaction in a right relationship with 
God.

Questions:

1. What do I run to for satisfaction?  How long does that 
feeling of being pacified last?  What consequences do I 
tend to face as a result of these choices?

2. What are the areas of my life that I have not yet turned 
over to God for conversion to godliness?

3. Where do I see hints of legalism in my life?  

The Gospel in All of Life
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1 Timothy 5:1-25

I’m not sure why Paul 
sees the need to address 
the topic of relationships 
in the church, he must 
not know that there are 
rarely relational issues in 
the church (yes, that was 
sarcasm).  While this is 
certainly not exhaustive, 
here are a few ideas I 

Healthy 
Relationships

by Pastor Ryan Stanley

Do not rebuke an older 
man but encourage 
him as you would a 
father, younger men as 
brothers, older women 
as mothers, younger 
women as sisters, in all 
purity.

1 TIMOTHY 5:1-25

think Paul is communicating here in 1 Tim 5 about 
the type of relationships that exist in the church. 

Permanent Community
Paul is instructing on how to live with one another 
because he’s assuming just that, we are going to 
LIVE with one another.  Being part of a church 
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community isn’t like being part of a club or interest 
group which you may be apart of for a season and 
then exit when its no longer an interest to you 
or you get too busy.  Being part of the church is 
like being part of a family (I know for some that 
carries a lot of baggage, but hang with me), which 
is why he uses familial terms here (Father, brother, 
mother, sister).  It means that our connection to 
one another is not based on affinity, comfort, or 
ease of relationship.  Now hear the good news of 
the gospel—even though we know we’ll not always 
live up to these instructions, we’ll continue to 
be forgiven and loved and by grace we’ll extend 
forgiveness, encourage, and love one another in the 
midst of all that.

Respectful Community
You remember the song by Aretha Franklin which 
answers the question “How do you spell love?” The 
answer is of course R-E-S-P-E-C-T!  Well, I’m not 
sure if she knew it or not, but she got that from the 
Apostle Paul (who got it from Jesus).  That is a good 
way to summarize what Paul is saying here- What do 
relationships look like within the church?  Respect 
which flows from love.  Younger men, older men, 
younger women, older women, all treating each 
other with respect.

Healthy Relationships
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Interactive Community
By giving these instructions Paul is assuming there 
will be relational interaction between these groups, 
and ALL of these groups.  Notice the lack of isolation 
here. Its not simply “Older men, as you interact with 
each other…” and its not even “men, as you interact 
with other men”.  Rather a community where Older 
women have relationships with younger men.  
Where younger women are relationships with older 
men.  All informed by love, and as Paul states at the 
end of v.2 “purity”.  This is normal in a family, but 
very foreign in any other social groups in our world.  
I remember a quote from my friend and fellow pastor 
Matt Martin that has stuck with me— “It would be a 
sad thing if the world had to look outside the church 
to find out what appropriate male/female friendships 
looked like.”  That goes for ALL relationships, of 
course, but we can often become very segregated 
in the church (men over here, women over here) 
which doesn’t seem to coincide with what Paul is 
instructing here.

Questions:

1. What motivates your relationships?
2. Is there diversity in your relationships (older men, older 

women, younger men, younger women)?  If not, why 
not?  If so, how has God cultivated that?

Healthy Relationships
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Healthy Relationships

3. How have you experienced hurt in relationships?  How 
has God been healing you from that or what would 
healing from that look like?  Who could you share these 
thoughts with?

4. Spend some time meditating on these verses and ask 
the question- God, what are you  inviting me into as I 
meditate on these verses?

Prayer:

Father, give me the opportunity to step into healthy 
relationships with those in a different season of life than me.  
Show me what it means to love them as family and keep me 
from distancing myself from those who aren’t exactly like 
me.  Use those relationships to minister to me and let me 
minister to others as well.  Thank you Jesus for welcoming 
me into your family, the church.  You loved me when I was 
unloveable.  May I abide in that love always.  Amen.
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1 Timothy 6:1-10

The core of stewardship is that despite what the 
world tells us, we don’t own anything. Everything 
we have has been entrusted to us by its rightful 
owner, the Lord and Creator of all. He’s given us 
what we have for the time being to leverage for the 
purpose of glorifying him. As stewards, we have 
two options, we can either be good stewards or 
poor stewards. Good stewards trust fully in God’s 
provision and are able to freely give of their time, 
talent, and treasure knowing that it was never truly 
theirs to begin with. A poor steward keeps what 
they’ve been given in a tight hand, using their time, 
talent, and possession for their own advancement 
and glory. A poor steward typically views their 
possessions as the reward of their own hard work 
and merit. The poor steward doesn’t recognize that 
even their ability to work hard or earn a living is 
given to them by God.

Stewardship

by Pastor Geoff Davis
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These are the two options that we see Paul address 
in 1 Timothy 6. We can be contentment with what 
the Lord has provided for us or we can constantly 
drive for more. Paul says that this contentment is 
great gain. There’s great gain in understanding our 
place in relationship with our Father. When we 
forget that, we’re prone to run to destruction and 
ruin.  

Questions:

1. Reflect on your stewardship. Are you a good steward or 
poor steward? 

2. How have you seen this affect your relationship with the 
Lord and your relationship with others?

Stewardship
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1 Timothy 6:11-20

Generosity is living life with open hands knowing 
that God is faithful to provide for our needs. Our 
ability to be generous is rooted directly in our 
understanding of God’s generosity towards us 
through Christ. 

Paul’s language in 1 Timothy 6 is reminiscent of 
Matthew 6, where Jesus tells us that wherever our 
treasure is our hearts will be also. He then goes on 
to say that we should not be anxious about our lives. 
Jesus isn’t saying, “Don’t have money,” he’s saying 
understand the appropriate role that money plays 
in your life. Money is not your security. That comes 
from someplace else. We’re then told that God as 
our Heavenly Father knows what we need and is 
eager to provide it. That’s were our security comes 
from, our Heavenly Father. 

Generosity

by Pastor Geoff Davis
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Paul is reminding Timothy of these truths. He 
knows full well that those Timothy is ministering to 
will be inclined to trust in their earthly wealth and 
possessions. These things are uncertain, but God, 
who provides for all our needs, is not. Without this 
understanding, our attempts at generosity will be 
short lived and frustrating. Only once we see that all 
we ultimately need has been provided for us through 
the gospel, will we be able to truly give of ourselves 
and live life with open hands. 

Questions:

1. How would you define generosity? 
2. Are you inclined to be generous? 
3. What prohibits you from being generous? 

Generosity



25

2 Timothy 1:1-18

It is not “if you suffer, how do you suffer well?” but 
instead, “when you suffer, how will you suffer?” If it 
is true that Paul is suffering because Jesus Christ, 
“abolished death and brought life and immortality 
to light through the gospel,” (vs 10) then we all will 
suffer (see also 2 Tim 3:12, 4:5). 

So then how does scripture, and specifically 2 
Timothy, encourage us to suffer? 

Firstly, your suffering is not yours. Biblical suffering 
is a communal experience. Paul repeatedly calls 
Timothy to share in his suffering. You are not 
intended to bear your suffering, get better, and 
return to community with a neatly packaged story of 
how God worked and what you’ve learned. Suffering 
is not neat and tidy. Consider the vast differences 
in types of suffering: betrayal, loss, addiction, 

Suffering Well

by Emily Stiving
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conscience that condemns though Christ has 
forgiven, mysterious Joblike suffering (see also Psalm 
44)1. Add to that each persons unique story and 
personality and you will find there is no formula to 
make this easy. I implore you, brothers and sisters, 
do not compare your suffering to another’s. This is 
veiled selfishness. We do this to make ourselves feel 
better and escape or feel worse and wallow in our 
suffering; purposes that I am convinced God does 
not have in mind for us. We must bring our suffering 
into the light of community, for Christ himself asked 
his disciples to suffer with him in agony before 
taking up the cross. Let others wrestle with you 
through it, whether for a week or a lifetime. 

Secondly, we must move towards those who 
are presently suffering. Not with answers or 
explanations but to comfort and encourage one 
another (2 Cor 1:3-11). Be present, listen, weep 
with, and love each other. Do not stay away from 
one who is suffering for fear of not knowing the 
right words to say. The Wonderful Counselor will do 
His work, and He has chosen to indwell you. Pray 
fervently together. Suffering is meant to be shared by 
the body of Christ. 

Finally, suffer in God’s direction. In the midst of 
suffering, we tend to look around for understanding 

Suffering Well
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Suffering Well

and for a way out. Our hearts are set on immediate 
relief while God’s purposes extend through eternity! 
When our questions pursue understanding our 
suffering before they pursue knowing God’s intimacy 
in our suffering, we are walking towards frustration, 
confusion, and numbness towards God. I am not 
saying that you should not ask hard questions or 
wish that you were not suffering as you are. I am 
saying that there is One who knows what it is like to 
suffer in this flesh and has proven Himself powerful 
and purposeful in it. Direct your questions to Him. 
I promise He can bear the weight of them. Use His 
intimate name. Open up the Psalms. These are the 
hearts of real people crying out to their Father in 
the midst of deep darkness. Be encouraged Veritas, 
“Suffering can refine us rather than destroy us 
because God himself walks with us in the fire.”2 

Questions: 

1. Why do you think it is inevitable that we will suffer as 
Christians?

2. What do you think is God’s purpose for us in suffering? 
3. What does it look like as a community to share in each 

other’s sufferings?
4. How have you responded to suffering in the past? What 

has been helpful? What has been unhelpful?
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2 Timothy 2:1-13

Living in the world means living with limitations. 
The sequence goes as follows: God made all that 
exists and called it very good, we sinned and desired 
to live apart from God, and as a result brokenness 
abounds. Sin breaks what once was very good. Sin 
limits our original capacity for joy and the good life. 
The limitations sin produces come in the form of 
burdens. In sum, humans are burdened. 

Burdens come in different shapes and sizes. For 
example, some burdens come in the form of 
vulnerabilities. Vulnerabilities aren’t necessarily sins, 
but they are still limiting. Vulnerabilities include: 
struggling with being antisocial, prone to depression, 
a quiet demeanor, a loud demeanor, unaware of how 
one affects others in word or deed, lack of emotion, 
too much emotion, and so on. 

Bearing One 
Another's Burdens

by Pastor Wes Thompson
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Another category for burdens would be sin. 
Sin burdens people because sin always leads to 
breakdown. Sin negatively affects our relationships 
with God, ourselves, others, and the world. We rack 
up a lot of burdens when we sin over a long period 
of time.

A third category for burdens would be suffering. One 
of the most tragic things about living in a broken 
world is that terrible things happen and often to 
good people. Suffering includes: physical limitations, 
natural disasters, and human actions. Unfortunately, 
we are all affected by suffering in some way or 
another.

Paul writes to Timothy, “you then, my child, be 
strengthened by the grace that is in Christ Jesus…” 
Paul believes our strength comes from the grace of 
God. Theologian Wayne Grudem defines grace as, 
“God’s goodness toward those who deserve only 
punishment.” Paul understands that our burdens are 
deserved because of sin. No one is innocent. 

Grace, then, is a glorious surprise. Grace means that 
sinners can be redeemed. Grace means that we have 
hope in the gospel of Jesus. Paul reminds Timothy to 
be strengthened by the same grace Jesus displayed 

Bearing One Another's Burdens
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Bearing One Another's Burdens

when he died upon the cross for sinners like us. 

Furthermore, Paul exhorts Timothy, “3 share in 
suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” Paul is 
encouraging Timothy to bear with other Christians 
burdens. Paul has a similar exhortation to the church 
in Galatia when he writes, “bear one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” The word 
bear (βαστάζω) in the greek means to pick up and 
carry, to endure something unpleasant whether on 
one’s own behalf or on behalf of someone else. 

Jesus bore our burdens on himself, and as a result, 
we are able bear one another’s burdens. We must 
heed Paul’s exhortation to endure with others, carry 
their struggles with them, and love others as Christ 
has loved us.

Questions:

1. What are some examples of ways Christians can bear 
with one another’s burdens?

2. Why do you think the American Church struggles to do 
this well?



31

2 Timothy 2:14-26

Have you ever known a hot-head?  This would be 
someone who finds a reason to get upset in just 
about any situation.  To be fair, some situations are 
deserving of an emotional response.  The hot-head 
can’t discern the appropriate occasions for those 
emotions, and oft-times they find themselves dealing 
with the consequences of their lack of self-control.  

In 2 Timothy 2:14-26, Paul says several times that 
men and women of God are to avoid quarrels about 
useless things.  He says that we are “not to quarrel 
about words, which does no good, but only ruins 
the hearers...Avoid irreverent babble, for it will 
lead people into more and more ungodliness...Have 
nothing to do with ignorant controversies; you know 
that they breed quarrels (vv. 14, 16, 23).”  

GentlE
Disputation

by Pastor Aaron Lockhart
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Gentle Disputation

This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t disagree with 
people, rather that we need to discern when it is 
appropriate.  Instead of producing fruit, disputes 
about insignificant things that don’t have any 
bearing on how the Gospel impacts our lives “spread 
like gangrene” and eat away at the body of Christ.  It 
is right for us to dispute when the integrity of the 
Gospel is at stake.  For this purpose we do our best 
to rightly handle the word of truth, so that when an 
errant doctrine arises we can address it accurately, 
whether it has come from within or outside of the 
household of faith.

Furthermore, when we do have a disagreement with 
an unbeliever about the faith, the way that we are 
to conduct ourselves is not as a hot-head.  Instead, 
we are to be meek as our Lord was meek (Matt 
27:12-14; 1 Pet 2:23).  The “opponents” in verse 25 
are not simply people who disagree with us, but are 
unbelievers who have not embraced the truth of the 
Gospel for themselves.  Paul is calling the people of 
God to respond in gentle correction and instruction, 
because our greatest hope is that “God may perhaps 
grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the 
truth, and they may...escape the snare of the devil 
(vv. 25-26).”



33

Gentle Disputation

Questions:

1. When a difficult situation or confrontation comes up, am 
I quick to respond or do I examine the root of the conflict 
for its kingdom significance?

2. How well do I exhibit the fruit of gentleness in my life 
(Gal 5:23)?  Am I the source of insignificant conflict and 
ignorant controversies?

3. When a believer strays from the truth into unsound 
doctrine, how do I care for them?

4. How would an unbeliever perceive me in a conflict?  
How well does my conduct align with the message of my 
evangelism?
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2 Timothy 3:1-9

2 Timothy 3:1-9 lays out a problem that the 
Apostle Paul saw arising within the church. He saw 
people within the church having the appearance of 
godliness, a knowledge of God, but not experiencing 
it’s transformative power. (See verse 5) Paul was 
pointing us to the possible differences of head 
knowledge versus heart transformation, cognitive 
understanding versus life change, or knowing about 
God versus experiencing the power of the Gospel. 

Paul is cautioning us from just knowing about God, 
just learning about him, and not arriving at the 
“knowledge of truth”. In verses 2-4, we see this 
picture of people who have not had their hearts 
changed, in that, they appear to be godly, they 
know about God and they know the right answers 
to all the questions, but they still have hearts that 

Learning

by Pastor Joe Byler
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are far from God. This “knowledge of truth” that 
Paul is speaking of is the message of the Gospel. 
It’s the truth that says in light of God’s perfection 
and holiness, we fall far short in our sin. It’s an 
understanding of the work of Christ on our behalf 
that leads to faith in Him for salvation. It’s the 
knowledge of the truth of God revealed in Christ 
that transforms the heart and life. 

Scripture shows us that even Satan and his demons 
have a knowledge of who God is and even a 
knowledge of the gospel of Jesus, but they are not 
saved! Knowledge of God is crucial for the believer; 
it’s a work that the Spirit does in our lives, but, 
at the end of the day, knowledge on its own will 
not save us. We need our hearts and core identity 
transformed. Only a submission to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ in our lives, through our confession 
of faith, will lead to the transforming work of the 
Gospel. 

For us, study and learning play a crucial part in 
our discipleship as believers. But, the important 
question for us to ask is: to what end is our 
knowledge leading us? Is it leading us to repentance, 
to continued transforming by the Spirit of God, to 
deeper faith and trust in our Savior? Or is it leading 

Learning
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Learning

us solely to a head knowledge that promotes a life of 
pride and the appearance of godliness? 

Questions: 

1. In what ways have you experienced the disconnect 
between knowing about God yet not having that 
knowledge transform your heart and life? 

2. What are a few things that you “know” about God from 
scripture? 

3. How should that knowledge of God transform your life/
heart? 

4. If it has not led to transformation, what heart level 
issues are resisting this? 
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2 Timothy 3:10-17

We live in a time when American culture has 
embraced postmodernism (absence of absolute 
truth). As a result, everyone struggles with belief 
because we are told it’s intolerant to tell others what 
to believe. We must affirm all people. A generic form 
of love, void of sacrifice or covenantal commitment, 
has become the American religion. “Do what you 
want, do what feels right.” This is our cultural 
mantra.   

Needless to say, it’s an interesting historical moment 
to be a Christian who believes in the authority of the 
Bible. Many so-called Christians have disregarded 
the Bible as being made up or at best, contextually 
irrelevant. Paul is struggling with similar problems 
as he writes his letter to Timothy. 

The Authority 
of Scripture

by Pastor Wes Thompson
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Paul writes, “13 while evil people and impostors 
will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived.” What is Paul concerned about? Who 
are the evil people and what are they doing? Paul 
is referring to the false teachers. The false teachers 
were changing the gospel of Jesus to benefit 
themselves. 

To this Paul charges his apprentice Timothy, “14 
But as for you, continue in what you have learned 
and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it 15 and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus.” Paul is reminding and encouraging his 
friend not to waver in the gospel even though many 
around him have compromised their faith. Like 
today, it would’ve been easy for Timothy and other 
early church leaders to bend the truth of the gospel 
and make it more palatable to their listeners. 

Paul reminds Timothy of the authority and 
inspiration of the Bible when he writes, “16 All 
Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God 
may be complete, equipped for every good work.” 
As Christians, we must submit our lives to the 

The Authority of Scripture
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authority of God’s Word. We must ask ourselves, 
“do my actions and decisions line up with the 
Scriptures?” 

Theology Professor Owen Strachan reminds us, 
“today, we have many heroes, but so little heroism… 
True heroes stand against cultural ideology, not with 
it.1” We live in a time when it’s becoming more 
difficult to stand up for our faith. Paul reminds 
us, “12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted…” We mustn’t 
succumb to the selfish enticements of our world. 
Jesus said we must lose our lives if we want to find 
true life (Matthew 10:39). Don’t buy into the form 
of Christianity that affirms sin, denies the power of 
God, and allows you to do whatever you want.

Questions:
1. In what ways have you experienced a form of 

Christianity that denies the authority of the Bible?
2. What struggles do you have in reconciling cultural ideals 

with Biblical truth? 
3. Do you see the Bible as ultimate authority or a book of 

suggestions?
4. Does your life line up with what the Bible says or do you 

take and leave what you want?

1   Strachan, Owen. “Many Heroes, So Little Heroism.” First Things. N.p., 5 Feb. 2015. Web.

The Authority of Scripture
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2 Timothy 4:1-8

Look around you. The world is changing; our culture 
is rapidly shifting from one movement to the next. 
We are living in a time when truth is relative and 
finding a groupie is not that hard. We find ourselves 
looking to our own experiences and our feelings to 
define truth, instead of God and His Word.  

We have to ask how this is affecting the Body of 
Christ and our presence in Columbus. Our call to be 
engaged in culture is clear, however we see the need 
for sound preparation. The challenge to lovingly 
understand and respond to the noise around us can 
seem quite complex. We’re warned that there will 
be times when people will turn from truth, look to 
their passions, and “wander off into myths”. Yet 2 
Timothy 4:1-8 gives us a clear call to “preach the 
word; be ready in season and out of season”. We 

Fulfill Your 
Ministry

by Amy Byler
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Fulfill Your Ministry

recognize the call to “fulfill our ministry”, being 
ready to endure suffering, to be sober-minded, and 
evangelize.  

The beautiful thing about the church is that all of 
us, being made in the image of God, have been given 
God-glorifying gifts. These gifts are what equip us 
to fulfill our ministry and preach the word.  In some 
ways, identifying your gifts and your ministry is not 
as complicated as we make it. Too often, we allow 
cultural barriers, fear of people, and socio-economic 
statuses to complicate what Christ has already made 
a way for. Using our gifts to fulfill our ministry may 
look so differently depending on the season of life 
you are in or the neighborhood that you reside in. 
You might be spending a majority of your time using 
your gifts to minister to your kids or sitting on your 
front porch with your neighbors. Maybe your office 
cubicle or a front desk is your place of ministry. It’s 
breath-taking to see the diverse ways that God has 
gifted His church.   

In all of this, we must remember that ultimately 
Jesus fulfills and sustains our ministry and yet still 
gives us a crown of righteousness at the end of 
the race. We’re reminded to fight the good fight, 
knowing that Jesus has already paid the price. 
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Fulfill Your Ministry

Questions:

1. Read Through Your Calendar | Who has God already 
placed in your life?  

2. Pray Specifically | How do you feel called to care for 
them? What are your gifts?  

3. Surround Yourself | Who are you in community with? 
Are they speaking into your ministry?  

4. Lean Into Christ | How are you fulfilling the ministry 
that’s been given to you?  
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2 Timothy 4:9-22

As Paul writes this 
letter near the end of his 
life, knowing death is 
imminent but uncertain, 
we get a picture of God’s 
faithfulness in the life of 
Paul.  No matter what 
season of life you are in, 
we can all be built up in 
faith as we listen to an old 
saint like the Apostle Paul 
reflect on his life and the 
faithfulness of Jesus. There 
is a lot here but I want 

God Will Finish 
What He Started

by Pastor Ryan Stabley

At my first defense no 
one came to stand by 
me, but all deserted me. 
May it not be charged 
against them! But the 
Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me, so 
that through me the 
message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the 
Gentiles might hear it. 

2 TIMOTHY 4:17  

to focus on a couple reflections from 2 Tim 4:17.  
Here these encouragements from our friend the 
Apostle Paul and reflect on how you have seen Jesus 
faithfulness to you throughout your life.
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Jesus’ presence has been my comfort

Paul experienced some serious suffering, but no-
tice what he says after talking about being beaten 
and abandoned- “But the Lord stood by me and 
strengthened me…”  As Paul looks back on what he 
went through he doesn't feel that suffering meant 
Jesus had abandoned him, rather he finds comfort 
in the fact that in the midst of his worst suffering, 
Jesus was there.  Jesus wasn't there to remove the 
suffering, rather, He was there to strengthen Paul to 
go through the suffering.  And because of that Paul 
learned dependence upon Jesus and that became his 
comfort.

Jesus is faithful to his promise

As Paul recounts Jesus strengthening him through 
suffering he says the reason was so that “the mes-
sage might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles 
might hear it.”  If you remember back to Acts 9:15, 
Jesus tells Ananias that Paul is “a chosen instrument 
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles…”  
Paul has clearly held on to that promise from Jesus 
and really believed that was what Jesus was going 
to do.  Now at the end of his life he knows he was 
somewhat invincible not because of anything inher-
ent in him, but rather because Jesus had a promise 

God Will Finish What he Started
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and was progressing that promise forward even 
when it looked to Paul like the message of the gospel 
was being squashed in the midst of his suffering.

Prayer:

Father, thank you for your faithfulness in the life of your 
church.  Thank you for your faithfulness to our church.  
Thank you for your faithfulness to me, even in the midst of 
suffering, uncertainty, faithlessness, doubt, sin, and frus-
trations.  Thank you for never leaving my side even when I 
am unfaithful to you.  Thank you for loving me consistently, 
holding me tight, and never letting go.  May your faith-
fulness to me continue, by your grace, and for your glory.  
Amen.

God Will Finish What he Started


