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summer of

by Pastor Ryan Stanley

GOD’S LOVE

 Praise the LORD!
 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
  for his steadfast love endures forever!

Psalm 106:1

Only because of the work of Christ can God’s steadfast love endure in and through people like us- Sinners 
saved by grace.  It’s really unbelievable.  We’re all pretty messed up (tell me something I didn’t know!).  
In desperate need of a savior.  And what does Jesus provide?  Love that endures….. forever.  Love that 
endures through our sin.  Love that endures through our disobedience and doubt.  Love that endures 
through our struggle and suffering.  Steadfast love.  It never slows.  It never redirects.  It’s steadfast and it’s 
pointed right at us.  Whatever you think can/will/is keep(ing) God from loving you, I have good news for 
you: His love endures….. forever.  

It’s as if He keeps no record of wrongs.  It’s as if He has separated your sin as far as the east is from the 
west.  It’s as if He has hidden you in the perfection of His son.  Yeah, its exactly like that.  Hallelujah!

I hope that will refresh you this summer.  Let it wash over you.  Take notice this summer of God’s 
relentless love for you.  If you happen to visit a beach in the coming months, watch the waves, close your 
eyes and listen and be reminded of God’s love.  Steadfast like the tide.  Never taking a break.  Always right 
on time.  Wave after wave of grace.  God’s love crashing into you.  What a glorious truth.  Often difficult to 
believe, but glorious to enjoy!  

If you remember nothing else this summer, feast on this- You are loved.

Now go enjoy it!  

What might it look like to enjoy God’s steadfast love this summer?
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by Pastor Geoff Davis

COMMUNITY

 My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
  let the humble hear and be glad.
 Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
  and let us exalt his name together!

Psalm 34:2-3  (see also: 1 Peter 2:9-10)

At the core of our Christian identity is reality that we are no longer orphans or strangers, but beloved 
children in God’s family. Our identity as God’s children means that we’re brothers and sisters with one 
another. As His family we’re called to declare and display his gospel message through the life we live 
together. 

Here are a few thoughts to keep in mind as you live in community this summer.

BE AVAILABLE. As things slow down for the summer, we’re afforded an opportunity to spend time with 
folks in a less restrictive way. Our schedules open up and opportunities spend time together abound, so 
instead of filling your schedule with to do lists keep some space open to spend quality time with others.

BE INTENTIONAL. Use the time that you spend together to ask questions and get to know people at a 
deeper level. As you ask questions, really listen to the responses. Become familiar with the challenges and 
struggles in each other’s life and rejoice with one another.

BE PRAYERFUL. It’s no secret that our hearts are prone to stray from community, to be more content in 
isolation than in honest relationship. We have no remedy in ourselves to combat this self-centeredness; 
only the Spirit working in us can free us from the idol of self, so pray that He would. Pray that you’d have 
unexpected time to build relationships. Pray that you and others in your group would be willing to share 
life.

Our prayer is that this summer would be foundational for your group as you continue live out your 
identity as God’s beloved child and you declare and display his gospel! We’re praying that you’d rest well 
and be encouraged by the relationships God has surrounded you with.
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by Garrison Greene

MISSION

Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”

John 20:21

As people made in God’s image and redeemed by Jesus, we are called to be and made into missionaries 
sent by God in Christ. Mission has become a part of our nature as followers of Jesus, woven into the 
fabric of everyday life. Because this is true, mission can’t be contained or limited to a time of the year 
or an event, but there are certain times of the year that provide more missional opportunities due to 
the natural rhythms of our city. In Columbus, the summer is one of those times of the year. There are 
movie nights and plays at different parks in the city, crowded streets for gallery hop and a multitude of 
festivals, neighbors spending more time on their front porch, block parties and neighborhood events, and 
a plethora of other opportunities to get out and meet the people of Columbus. So with these wonderful 
opportunities coming up, I wanted to take a few minutes to just remind you of a few things. Not to tell you 
anything new or groundbreaking, but just reminding you what it looks like to live in step with the gospel 
of grace and the great commission. 

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS - Ultimately we were created for and redeemed for relationships. The worlds 
brokenness all comes down to the fact that our relationship with God and with one another are severely 
broken and in need of healing. Keep this in mind when you meet new people. All of their sin issues and all 
of their hurt produces or is a result of broken relationships. So be genuinely interested in people and ask 
them their stories. Be understanding and caring as they share.

INTRODUCE PEOPLE TO COMMUNITY - If relationships are what we are created and redeemed 
for, introducing people who don’t know the Father to his family seems like a natural next step. Lesslie 
Newbigin claimed that the best defense of the gospel is the community that believes it. This is because 
the family of God puts the gospel on display, making it tangible and palpable to it’s hearers.

 SHARE MEALS WITH PEOPLE - When the Son of Man came, he came eating and drinking. So much 
so, that the religious elite of the day accused him of being a glutton and a drunkard. But Jesus ate and 
drank with purpose. Tim Chester said this, “Jesus did evangelism and discipleship round a table with 



some grilled fish, a lot of bread, and a pitcher of wine.” He came eating and drinking with sinners like 
us, like everyone, in order to share the good news of grace and kingdom come. Food and drink create 
environments ripe for gospel opportunity and facilitate intimacy like nothing else. When you meet 
new people that need to hear the gospel, invite them over for dinner. Maybe even with people in your 
Community Group!

DECLARE THE GOSPEL - While all of the aforementioned ways of living on mission are important, 
they can’t stand alone. Ultimately, the deepest need people have is not to have a new friend, or new 
community, or to consume food and drink that temporarily satisfy, but to consume true food and drink 
that eternally satisfy—they need to feed on Jesus! Therefore, we must share the gospel with people. I 
know this is an unpopular idea, and frankly, can be incredibly uncomfortable at times and possibly even 
cost you relationships, but Jesus deserves worship and glory from each and every person he created. And 
he has redeemed and sent us to proclaim the gospel of redemption and reconciliation to multiply his 
worshipers in our city.

May God bless you and bear much fruit through you during these summer months.
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by Pastor Scott Hambrick

GRACE

 The LORD is gracious and merciful,
          slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Psalm 145:8

What an amazing God we serve.  He is gracious to us, full of goodness and generosity, fulfilling His 
promises, even though we are unworthy of any favor.  He is merciful to us, even though we are guilty, 
deserving of His wrath and judgment.  He is slow to anger and greatly patient with us, even when we are 
rebellious and unrepentant.   All of this because His love for us is steadfast.

But why?  Why would God look upon us, a sinful, rebellious and unworthy people, and give us grace, 
mercy and forgiveness?  Because Jesus took our sin and rebellion, nailing it to the cross and gave us His 
worth, obedience and righteousness. 

How are you moved by this kind of love?  How does God’s grace change you and your relationships with 
other?

Being found in Jesus, being conformed to His image, our relationships and grace towards others should 
mirror God’s grace towards us.  

So, does that mean we should seek the best interest of others even when they are jerks to us and 
incredibly cold and hurtful to us?  Yes, yes it does.

Does it mean we should forgive others when they hurt us deeply, over and over?  Yes, yes it does.

Does it mean we should show restraint and patience and not explode our anger on someone who deserves 
it? Yes, yes it does.

I pray you take time this summer to reflect on and pray about your relationships with others.  

Are your relationships with others transformed by the grace that transforms you?
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by Jeff Beisel

BIBLE

PSALM 119

As we walk through our summer series based on the Psalms we are forced to confront emotions that we 
possibly may take for granted, or emotions that we have hidden and have pressed down deep inside our 
souls. That is why the Psalms are so necessary for us as Christians. They help us not just understand, but 
also communicate our feelings and emotions as we labor on the earth. There are so many psalms that help 
us process our questions, there are multiple passages that are calls of rejoicing in the Lord, and we can 
read time and time again the songs of suffering that give a voice to our pain.

How do we interact with these words? It seems the obvious answer is read them. But can words on a page grip 
our hearts with passion like a tearful conversation with a friend? Or lift our spirit to amazing heights of joy 
as if we were standing on the pinnacle of a mountain? There are many books that can carry us away by our 
imaginations. Books that can whisk us away from our troubles. But simple escape is temporary. The bible is not 
just a book. There is a Psalm that leads each Christian to celebrate and understand the bible and how it not only 
encourages, but servers; the bible not only provides, but cares; the bible is alive. Psalm 119 guides our hearts to 
revel in God’s word.

The bible is not a book of information to live the right and correct life. It’s not a how-to book on belonging to 
the moral crowd. The bible is literally God’s voice for us. God chose to reveal Himself in the form of the bible for 
everyone to experience Him. I encourage you to pour over Psalm 119 and move slowly. Soak in the nuances of 
the Psalmist’s emotions. He celebrates, he questions, he proclaims, he makes earnest requests of the Lord. The 
emotions in Psalm 119 go up and down. A feeling we all experience. What the Psalm shows us is how the word 
of God engages us, and how we can build a true, personal relationship with God.

Read Psalm 119 and find where you are in the psalm. Allow yourself to be found. God doesn’t reveal himself for 
his efforts to come back empty. God is speaking to you. He is doing it in a miraculous way through the written 
words of scripture.
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by Pastor Wes Thompson

DISCIPLESHIP

 Make me to know your ways, O LORD;
  teach me your paths.

Psalm 25:4

Last Sunday evening, in the middle of the worship gathering, I stood in the back of the sanctuary 
wondering why I was a pastor. In that moment I wanted to do anything else. If you’re like me, feelings of 
inadequacy and anxiety often cloud your soul. For this, we need discipleship. Christian discipleship is 
simple and yet so profoundly difficult. Like me, you’ve been “discipled” by the culture. More than we like 
to admit, we value people, marriage, money, work, sex, and our time by the world’s standards. Disordered 
love clouds the soul. Our anxiety, pride, and lust are the result of loving the world way too much.

What can we do? As Christians, we remind ourselves and each other of the gospel. Like David, in the 
psalm, we go to God, with all of our sin, and ask him to show us his ways, to lead our steps, to help us 
listen. One of the first things we can remember is that our growth in Jesus is not an individual pursuit and 
discipleship models that reality. Refuse to listen to the array of voices that keep you from coming clean 
and getting honest. One of the most freeing moments is when you know and are known by other people. 
Discipleship is war because it includes a vulnerability with other humans. In a culture that embraces 
facade, honesty is almost always absent, and that absence lingers creating a perpetual loneliness.

This past Sunday, after the gathering, I was able to open up with my wife, a couple trusted friends, and 
God about the despair I was feeling. I’m grateful because they encouraged and reminded me of my calling 
and the truth of gospel ministry. I can’t be a faithful witness of Jesus apart from Christian discipleship 
and neither can you.

 Lead me in your truth and teach me,
  for you are the God of my salvation;
  for you I wait all the day long.

Psalm 25:5


