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The first psalm, the first hymn of joy, recorded 
in the New Testament sprang forth from the 
lips of the young Mary as she awaited the 
birth of Jesus, her son. She sang, “My soul 
magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my savior” (Luke 1:46-47). These were 
the words of a young woman who surely 
possessed “the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding” (Philippians 4:8). In the 
midst of worldly trial, she knew God who was 
her savior and she rejoiced in him. The rest of 
this psalm, found at the end of Luke chapter 
one, is filled to the brim with biblical allusions 
that point us to the character and works of God 
throughout the Old Testament-- that which 
brought Mary peace. She knew her God. She 
rejoiced in him. She experienced peace. 

Shortly after Mary sung her song to the Lord, 
her cousin’s husband, Zechariah’s, voice 
was finally restored and he began speaking 
by rejoicing in the Lord, saying, “Blessed be 
the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and 
redeemed his people,” (Luke 1:68). He, too, 
continued to speak of the prophets of old who 
foretold the coming of Christ and proclaimed 
the character and mercies of God in their 
day. He knew his God. He rejoiced in him. He 
experienced peace. 

A few months later Jesus Christ was born 
in Bethlehem and the angels greeted lowly 
shepherds in their fields by singing, “Glory to 
God in the highest and on earth peace among 
those with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). 
The shepherds 

Introduction
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went to Bethlehem to see Mary, Joseph, and 
Jesus. When they came upon a young mother 
who had just given birth for the first time; the 
man who was her betrothed who had delivered 
the baby amidst the animals, the stench, the 
mess; and the baby lying in the manger, “they 
returned, glorifying  
and praising God for all they had heard and  
seen, as it had been told to them,” (Luke 2:20).  
They met their God. They rejoiced in him.  
They experienced peace. 

This advent season let it be our work to know 
our God. The training of the mind is difficult 
work! We often underestimate the labor that 
ought to be poured into knowing. Think for 
a moment about something you love. For 
instance, I have come to enjoy baking over the 
years. I have this one particularly vivid memory 
of being in my grandmother’s kitchen with my 
cousin when she and I were both about ten years 
old. We gathered up things we knew belonged 
in tasty recipies. We threw eggs, flour, sugar, 
raisins, apples, oranges, spices (who knows 
what kind!) and anything else we could think 
of into a bowl, stirred, poured it into a muffin 
pan, and then watched it bake in the oven. I 
remember proudly walking my final concoction 
out to my dad in the family room as he was 
watching a football game. “Do you like it?” I 
asked nervously. I could instantly tell from the 
crooked smile on his face that he was suffering 
through my subpar creation. I went back and 
tried a muffin myself. It was awful! Where had 
I gone wrong? I had done the same things my 
mom always did and her baked goods were 
wonderful! I had no real knowledge of how 
ingredients were meant to go together to create 
a delectable dessert. Over time as my knowledge 
of baking has grown my delight in the 
experience of it has changed (as well as other 
peoples). I no longer stare at my dad as he takes 
a bite of the cake I made and wonder what the 
outcome will be. I am no longer mimicking the 
motions of baking, I am knowledgeable about 

how to properly enjoy the science of baking 
and rejoice in the outcome. My knowledge now 
shapes my heart in the experience, my past 
failures carry greater value, and I can speak to 
others or teach others about what it means to 
really enjoy the process and benefit from the 
final product of baking. 

Do you see the analogy taking form here? While 
knowledge by itself surely does not transform 
us, it is a crucial element in the Christian life. 
Paul mentions the work of the mind or the 
knowledge of God 39 times in his letters. By 
studying the scriptures to better understand 
who God is we are free to know him by his 
own words; we are finally understanding him 
for ourselves instead of taking someone else's 
word for it that he is good, powerful, faithful, 
immutable, etcetera. So, this advent season, let 
us know our God. Let us rejoice in him. Let us 
experience peace. 
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Please do not hesitate to gather a group of 
people together and review your answers 
to the study guide each week. Building 
community around the study of God’s word is 
so powerful. We desire that the Word of God 
would penetrate our minds and hearts. Deep 
and vulnerable fellowship certainly aides this. 
As you initially answer the questions the study 
lays out, however, we would like to give you a 
few specific guidelines. 

1. Please take time to answer the questions 
independently. That means without 
other people, without your study Bible, 
without listening to sermons. While we 
certainly don’t want you to walk away 
with misunderstandings we ask that you 
trust the process and FIRST read with the 
expectation that the Holy Spirit is able to 
help you understand God’s word. We retain 
information best when it takes time, energy, 
and effort to understand it. Things others 
digest for you and then pass on may sound 
great in the moment but you’ll forget them 
by the next day. What you have to work to 
understand you retain for the years and the 
trials to come. So, work! We’ve chosen some 
difficult texts and we are asking a lot of you 
but put in the time and reap the reward! 
The Word of the Lord is sweeter than honey 
(Psalm 119:103). 

2. Once you’ve put in the time and the work 
and feel the sweet, sweet victory of humbly 
understanding as much as the Lord has 

granted this day, seek the wise counsel of 
those who have studied the Word longer 
and with more training than yourself. Roll 
out the resources but choose your sources 
wisely and with the assistance of wise 
people. 

3. “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
rejoice,” (Philippians 4:4). The revelation 
of the Word of God should always lead us 
to a deeper and fuller worship ofp God. 
The purpose of his Word is not to merely 
gain knowledge, for this was the first lie 
humanity believed and brought on the 
separation between God and man, not the 
worship of God (Genesis 3:5). Always pray 
that as your mind dwells on the Word of 
God, your heart would be transformed to 
love him more and that you would become 
more like Christ. 

Know, rejoice, live in God’s peace, 

Melissa Davis
Megan Adams
Denise Harless
Erica Hart

HOW TO USE THIS STUDY
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ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains

And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly, sweetly through the night

And the mountains in reply
Echoing their brief delight

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing,

Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Yeah
Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Angels we have heard

Angels we have heard on high
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Sunday, November 27th

The popular Christmas song, “Angels We Have 
Heard on High”, originated as a traditional French 
carol called, “Les Anges dans nos Campagnes”, 
meaning “The Angels in our Countryside”.  Even 
though the carol came from the Lorraine region of 
France, it was most likely first published in Quebec 
in 1842.  The carol was then translated into English 
by Bishop James Chadwick and first published in 
English in the Holy Family Hymns in 1860. The 
music was arranged by Edward Shippen Barnes, an 
American organist born in 1887.

The inspiration of the original French carol is 
unclear, but French legend suggests that many 
shepherds in France would call to each other from 
hill to hill on Christmas Eve.  The shepherds would 
say, “Gloria in excelsis Deo”, Latin words meaning 
“Glory in the highest to God”.  By doing so, they 
sounded like angels proclaiming the birth of Christ.  
The actions of the shepherds in the French legend 
strongly mirrors Luke 2 – documenting the glory 
and praise given to God by angels and shepherds 
because of the birth of Jesus.

The first two stanzas of the carol are written from 
the perspective of the shepherds and speak of the 
encounter they had with a host of angels. Luke 2:13-
14 says the shepherds saw “a multitude of heavenly 
host praising God over this good news saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he is pleased!”  What is 
this good news that the multitude of heavenly host 
praised God over?  In Luke 2:11, an angel of the 
Lord tells the shepherds, “unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord.” The Savior, Christ the Lord, was born!  This 
led to delight and joy of the angels.  The first two 
stanzas mention that the mountains echo the “brief 
delight” and “joyous strains” of the angels.

This joy from the angels over the birth of Jesus 
is shared by shepherds after they hear about and 
see Jesus, the Savior and Lord.  Luke tells us, “the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.” (Luke 2:20).  The third stanza is written 
in the perspective of the people who question the 
reason behind the joy of the shepherds.  The people 
ask, “why this jubilee?” The people are aware of 
the shepherds’ joy and wonder why they have it.  
Luke 2:18 tells us, “all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them”.  Luke 2:18 in the 
NIV says, “all who heard it were amazed at what 
the shepherds said to them.”  The people were 
compelled to wonder and be amazed because of 
how this good news transformed the shepherds to 
joyfully glorify and praise God.

The fourth and final stanza describes the message 
the shepherds proclaim to others after seeing the 
good news of the birth of Jesus.  The good news 
proclaimed by the angels not only compelled the 
shepherds to see for themselves, but they wanted 
others to see and worship Jesus.  And, they not only 
exhorted people to see Jesus, but to worship Him as 
well.  

The carol is anchored by the memorable chorus, 
“Gloria in excelsis Deo” – “Glory in the highest to 
God”. The definition of glory is, high renown or 
honor.  Glory to God is the response that the angels 
and the shepherds share because of the birth of 
Jesus.  Why do they give high renown and honor to 
God for the birth of Jesus?  Because a Savior and 
Lord was born.  A Savior who made it possible for 
God to be pleased by us.  A Savior who allowed us to 
be at peace with God – declared righteous through 
faith, free from the punishment of sin.  We, too, 
should glorify God for the birth of Jesus, our Savior 
and Lord, who not only allows God to be pleased by 
us, but also allows us to experience peace with God.  
This should not only cause us to give glory to God, 
but tell others the good news about Jesus, our great 
Savior and Lord.

Angels We Have Heard on High aa
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Introduction of Shepherds and Angels
Monday, November 28th: Luke 2:8-9

1. Verse 8 mentions “the same region”.  Based on Luke 2:1-7, what region does verse 8 refer to?

2. What accompanied the appearance of the angel of the Lord to the shepherds?

3. What was the reaction of the shepherds to the appearance of the angel of the Lord?

4. The Greek word for fear is phobeo. Google the definition of this word.

5. The following verses also use the Greek word phobeo.  Look up each verse and the context sur-
rounding it to better understand the meaning of fear in Luke 2:9. 
Mark 4:41 | Mark 16:8 | John 6:19

6. Look up the definition of the word glory.

7. Why do you think the shepherds were filled with fear?

8. When do you see the glory of the Lord in your life?

9. What is your response to seeing His glory?
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The Good News 
Tuesday, November 29th: Luke 2:10-12  
1. Why does the angel of the Lord tell the shepherds not to fear?

2. What is the good news that the angel refers to?  Who is the good news for?

3. The Greek word for good news is euaggelizo.  This word is used later in the New Testament to refer to 
good news or the gospel.  Read the following verses to understand the meaning of good news in verse 
ten. Luke 4:18  -  Romans 10:15  -  Romans 15:20  -  1 Peter 4:6

4. Read Isaiah 9:6-7.  This was written in prophecy of Jesus between 701 and 681 B.C, about 700 years be-
fore the birth of Jesus.  Why is this significant?

5. Look up the definitions of the words used to describe Jesus – Savior, Christ, Lord.  Which do you use 
most to identify Jesus

6. Do you find great joy over this good news that Jesus was born?

7. Who else are you giving an opportunity to hear this good news?

Angels We Have Heard on High
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Praising God
Wednesday, November 30th: Luke 2:13-14
1. Look up the definition of the word praise.  Who was the object of the angels’ praise?

2. Why do you think the adverb, highest, is used to describe the dwelling place of God? 

3. The Greek word for host is stratia and it means an army.  Why do you think Luke used this word to de-
scribe the group of angels?

4. Why do you think the angels are giving glory to God?

5. Verse 14 says that peace comes to those with whom God is pleased.  With whom is God pleased?

6. Read Romans 5:1-2 and look up the definition of the word, justified.  What is the requirement of experi-
encing peace with God?  How have we obtained this requirement?

7. How do you try to please God?  What does this say about your view of the gospel?

8. What are the objects of your praise or admiration? Do you praise those things more than you praise 
God?

9. How can you build your admiration and praise for God?
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Finding Jesus
Thursday, December 1st: Luke 2:15-16
1. What was the shepherds’ response to the multitude of the heavenly host?

2. What “thing” are the shepherds eager to see?

3. To whom did the shepherds attribute the knowledge they just received?

4. The Greek word for “made known” is gnorizo.  Look up the following verses that have this same Greek 
word to better understand what God makes known to people. 
John 15:15  -  John 17:26  -  Romans 9:22-23  -  Ephesians 1:9

5. Look up the definition of the word, haste.  Why do you think the shepherds went with haste?

6. Reflect on what God has made known to you in your lifetime.  What has been your response to this 
knowledge?

7. When God reveals knowledge to you, how quickly do you implement it in your life?  What keeps you 
from quickly responding to His knowledge?

Angels We Have Heard on High
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Responding to Jesus
Friday, December 2nd: Luke 2:17-20
1. After the shepherds saw Jesus, what did they do?

2. Look up Luke 2:17 in the NKJV and NIV.  What are the synonyms used for the phrase, “made known” in 
the ESV?

3. What was Mary’s response to Jesus’ birth?

4. What was the response of the people whom the shepherds told?

5. Look up Luke 2:18 in the NIV and NKJV.  What are the synonyms used for the phrase, “wondered” in the 
ESV?

6. What was the response of the shepherds after they returned?

7. Look up the definitions of glorify and praise.  What is the difference between the two?

8. What is your response to everything that you have heard and seen about Jesus?  Do you most identify 
with Mary’s response or the shepherds’ response?

9. How do you glorify and praise God for all you have seen and heard about Jesus?

10. How are you making known what you have seen and heard about Jesus to others?
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Prayer of Response
Saturday, December 3rd

Take a moment to read and reflect again on the lyrics of “Angels We Have Heard on High”.  Fix your mind on 
Jesus and share in the joy of the angels and shepherds.  
 

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains 

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly, sweetly through the night
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their brief delight
Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heavenly song?

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing,
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo
Gloria, in excelsis Deo

 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High
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Let’s now respond in praise to God for Jesus.
 

Eternal Father, you never had a beginning.  You will never have an ending.  You are the Alpha and the 
Omega.  This we believe, because you have revealed it to us.  Our hearts leap up with gratitude that 
you have opened our eyes to see and know that Jesus Christ is your eternal, divine Son, begotten, not 
made, and that you, O Father, and he, your Son, are one God.  We tremble even to take such glorious 
truths on our lips for fear of dishonoring you with withering and inadequate words.  But we must 
speak, because we must praise you.  Silence would shame us, and the rocks themselves would cry out.  
You must be praised for who you are in the world you have made.  And we must thank you because you 
have made us taste and see the glory of Jesus Christ, your Son.  Oh, to know him! Father, we long to 
know him.  Banish from our minds low thoughts of Christ. Saturate our souls with the Spirit of Christ 
and all his greatness.  Enlarge our capacities to be satisfied in all that you are for us in him. Where 
flesh and blood are impotent, reveal to us the Christ, and rivet our attention and our affections on 
the truth and beauty of your all-glorious Son.  And grant that whether rich or poor, sick or sound, we 
might be transformed by him and become an echo of his excellence in the world.  In Jesus’ name we 
pray, amen.
 
- Source: Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ by John Piper
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O COME, O COME EMMANUEL

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny

From depths of Hell Thy people save
And give them victory o’er the grave

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times did’st give the Law,

In cloud, and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
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Sunday, December 4th

“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.”     

- Isaiah 7:14 ESV

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is a translation of an 
anonymous Latin hymn (“Veni, Veni, Emmanuel”) 
and a favorite among believers during this Advent 
season. Its slow and “haunting” yet thrilling tune 
takes us centuries back to pray and dare to believe 
the promises of God with the Hebrew saints of old 
as they longed for the coming of the Messiah. This 
ancient hymn also points us forward as we yearn, 
hope, ache, and long with the same urgency as Old 
Israel for Jesus’ second Advent when we will rejoice 
greatly at the final victory over sin and death.
Though published in England in 1851, its roots ex-
tend back over a thousand years before that, mak-
ing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” one of the oldest 
Christmas hymns in Church history. It began in 8th 
century France as a series of “O Antiphons” - short 
statements sung in Gregorian chant during vespers 
(evening prayer services) throughout the week 
prior to Christmas. Each of the “O Antiphons” cen-
tered on a specific Messianic title ascribed to Jesus 
mainly from the prophet Isaiah. Amidst the smoke 
of incense and candlelight the medieval monks and 
parishioners sang seven verses, progressing his-
torically from creation right to the very manger in 
Bethlehem: O Wisdom, O Adonai, O Rod of Jesse, 
O Key of David, O Morning Star, O King of Nations, 
and O Emmanuel. They would begin singing just 
one verse on December 17, adding an additional 
verse at each day’s vesper service until finally on 
December 23, O Emmanuel was added and sung 
with great joy in anticipation for Christmas Eve.
It is believed that sometime around 1100, an un-
known author penned a poem based on these “O 
Antiphons.” By the 13th century only five of the 
original seven Latin verses survived and remained 
unchanged until 1851, when a young Anglican 
priest, John Mason Neale, translated those five 

verses into English and thus blessed the world with 
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” 
Although for many years a mystery, the origin of the 
tune was eventually traced to a 15th-century funer-
al hymn for French Franciscan nuns. Much unlike 
the exuberant “Joy to the World” or the cheerful 
“Angels We Have Heard on High,” this poignant 
tune conveys the disconsolate mood of longing and 
the desperation into which Jesus was born. How-
ever, the triumphal undercurrent bursting through 
the mournful melody is truly what sets this hymn 
apart. “Rejoice! Rejoice!” is the lyrical command 
that interrupts our sorrow in this broken world, 
reorients our thinking, and points us to our only 
Hope - the Hope of our Emmanuel, “God with us.”
Penned over 1200 years ago and sung by millions 
worldwide, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” has 
remained a unique treasure to the Church as it 
brilliantly captures the mystery and tension of our 
redeemed lives -- sorrowful, yet always rejoicing (2 
Corinthians 6:10). This advent hymn realistically 
but hopefully reminds us that, as His People, we 
live right in the middle of God’s grand narrative of 
redemption – between the “already” (Ephesians 
1:7) and the “not yet” (Ephesians 4:30). Wonder of 
all wonders! -- that while we were rebels running 
towards hell, God reached out and rescued us by 
giving us...Himself. Because of His great mercy and 
love, the virgin indeed conceived and bore us a Son, 
Immanuel. And to that news we greatly rejoice!
What a privilege and joy we now have to dig deep-
er into the Scripture behind this beloved hymn 
and find HOPE in the names of Emmanuel so that 
this season we can fully worship and celebrate the 
wonder of “God with us,” yet continue to eagerly 
anticipate our final redemption -- when the things 
that aren’t yet, will someday be.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel aa
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Emmanuel: Monday, December 5th

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel. 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

1. Sing (or read) through the entire hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” What stanza especially caus-
es your heart to rejoice? Why? Reread the first stanza above, thinking about the Scripture behind the 
words. What passages come to mind?

2. Fill in the blanks from the ESV version of Isaiah 7:14 to discover the main passage behind this advent 
hymn. “Therefore the __________ himself will give you a ________. Behold, the _____________ shall con-
ceive and bear a _______, and shall call his name _______________________.

3. Read Isaiah 7:1-14 (and skim 2 Kings 16 for context). Summarize the message that God gave King Ahaz, 
King of Judah, through the prophet Isaiah in 5 words or less (v.3-9).

4. Why do you think God graciously offered King Ahaz a sign in v.10-11? How did Ahaz respond (v.12) and 
what do you think he meant by this response? Who was King Ahaz trusting in? Read 2 Kings 16:7-8.

5. What sign did the “Lord himself” give King Ahaz (v.14)? Read Matthew 1:18-23 for the fulfillment of this 
prophecy. What is the meaning of Immanuel? Meditate for a few minutes on the wonder that God gave 
God (Himself ) specifically to you because of His great love for you!

6. The advent hymn this week implores Emmanuel to “come…and ransom”. What first pops into your 
mind when you hear the word “ransom?” Google the definition and write it below.

7. How has Jesus paid your ransom? Read 1 Peter 1:18-19 and Rev 5:9-10. To whom did Jesus pay your ran-
som? Read Romans 3:19 and Ephesians 5:2.

8. In what ways are you like King Ahaz, fearing and trusting in man and life circumstances, despite His 
amazing grace offered to you each day in Immanuel, “God with us?” In what specific areas does your 
unbelief hold you captive? Cry out to Jesus for His help and grace.

9. As you “mourn in lonely exile here,” how does meditating on the Gospel reality of Emmanuel help to 
reset your focus each day in this broken world? In your own personal brokenness?

 

*Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Rejoice today, for the Son of God has appeared and paid your ransom!
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Thou Rod of Jesse: Tuesday, December 6th

O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny.
From depths of hell Thy people save and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Worship God today by singing (or reading) again through “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Reread the sec-
ond stanza above, thinking about the Scripture behind the words. What passages come to mind? 

1. Fill in the blanks from the ESV Bible verses below to discover the truth behind today’s lyrics. 

2. “There shall come forth a ______________ from the ______________ of _______________, and a 
_________________ from his roots shall bear _____________.” - Isaiah 11:1 

3. “...that through ________________ he might destroy the _________ who has the power of _________________, 
that is, the ________________.” – Hebrews 2:14 

4. Read Isaiah chapter 11:1-16. After the near total destruction of God’s wayward people by the fierce and 
defiant Assyrian army, all that remains as described in Isaiah 11:1 is a “stump.” What or who do you think 
this stump represents? Why? 

5. Use the Bible Gateway app to look up Isaiah 11:1 in the versions below. Write down and compare the 
different words of imagery. 
ESV - 
NKJV - 
GNV –

6. Define the words “shoot” and “branch.”  To whom is this shoot or branch referring?

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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7. Read Matthew 1:1 and Romans 1:3-4. The Messiah is the shoot or “rod” of Jesse in a two-fold sense: 

8. He is the descendant of _______________, who was the youngest son of ______________ (1 Samuel 16:10-
13). He will inherit the ______________ of his father, ________________ (Luke 1:32-33). When will his 
kingdom end (v. 33)? 

9. Read Isaiah 11:2-5 and 2 Kings 16:1-20. Contrast the arrogant King Ahaz (human leaders) and the Rod 
of Jesse, King Jesus. Are you more like King Ahaz or the Rod of Jesse? How can 2 Corinthians 5:21 give 
you hope in the face of your failings and sin? 

10. Read Isaiah 11:6-9 and describe in your own words how the Messiah will transform the world and es-
tablish universal peace in His glorious kingdom. Consider also Isaiah 65:17-25. Does this cause you to 
yearn for the second advent of Emmanuel? 

11. Describe in your own words how the Rod of Jesse will “free thine own from Satan’s tyranny?” Read 1 
John 3:8b and Hebrews 2:14-15. 

12. How will the Rod of Jesse save you “from the depths of hell” and give you “victory o’er the grave?” Read 
Revelation 1:17-18 and 2 Timothy 1:10.

13. Read Isaiah 12:1-6. What should be our heart’s response to the unspeakable blessings we have been 
given in Emmanuel? What one practical step can you take today to help you remember to glory in the 
Gospel?

Rejoice! Rejoice! *Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
Ask Jesus to overwhelm your heart today with the wonder of Emmanuel, God with us!
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Thou Day-Spring: Wednesday, December 7
O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
 
1. Sing (or read) through “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Reread the third stanza above, thinking about 

the Scripture behind the words. What passages come to mind?

2. Fill in the words of Zechariah’s prophecy in Luke 1:78-79 (NKJV) to discover the Scripture behind this 
advent hymn.

3.  “…the _____________________ from on high has visited us; to give _______________ to those who 
sit in ___________________ and the shadow of _______________, to guide our feet into the way of 
________________.” 

4. Look up Luke 1:78 using your Bible Gateway app and write down the various names for the Messiah in 
relation to light. Use the ESV, NIV, NKJV, HCSB, and NLT.

5. To what event do you think this imagery is referring? Consider 1 Corinthians 4:5.

6. The advent hymn petitions God to “cheer our spirits by Thine advent here.” The Latin word for “ad-
vent” is “adventus,” which is derived from the Greek word “parousia.” Google both words and document 
their specific meanings. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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7. Read Luke 1:78-79 again. When the Dayspring visits, what direct effect will this glorious event have 
upon you? List the two verbs along with their direct objects in v.79 that describe the purpose for His 
second advent. Meditate on this amazing truth.

8. What do you think is meant by the phrase in v.79, “the way of peace?” Is it a subjective feeling or an ob-
jective reality? Consider the Gospel truth in Romans 5:1-2. 

9. Who will be guided into this “way of peace?” Read 1 Corinthians 1:30 and Philippians 3:9 for your an-
swer. In light of these truths, along with Psalm 107:10,14, 21, write a prayer response of thanksgiving to 
God.

10. How else will our Dayspring’s advent “cheer our spirits”? Read Malachi 4:1-3 (ESV). What cheers your 
heart when reading this passage in light of the “gloomy clouds” of oppression, injustice, and wickedness 
that surround us today? Is there here anything that causes your heart to mourn?

11. Read 1 Corinthians 15:51-58. Write down as many pairs of opposite words as you can from the passage. 
At the final resurrection, what is defeated once and for all? What is actually reversed? 

12. What should be our heart’s response to such wonder (v.57)? In light of the truths in verses 51-56, how 
does God in verse 58 call us to live? What one action can you take today to truly live out verse 58.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel *shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Revel today in the glorious fact that Emmanuel has come… and shall come again!
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Thou Key of David: Thursday, December 8
O come, Thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high and close the path to misery.
 
1. Worship God today by singing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Reread the fourth stanza above, thinking 

about the Scripture behind the words. What passages come to mind?

2. Fill in the blanks of Isaiah 22:22 (ESV) to reveal the living Word behind these lyrics. 
“And I will place on his shoulder the ___________ of the house of _____________________. He shall 
_______________, and none shall _______________; and he shall _______________, and none shall 
_______________.”

3. Read Rev 3:7. What two adjectives describe the holder of the Key of David? What does this infer about 
the Key of David? 

4. Why do you suppose it is called the Key of David?  Explain what kind of authority you think this “holy” 
and “true” one has?

5. From the words of the advent hymn, how does “Thou Key of David open wide our heavenly home?” List 
two to three verses that support your answer. Take a few minutes and practice explaining the Gospel out 
loud to an imaginary friend using these verses.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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6. Read Matthew 16:13-20. What does Jesus give to Peter (v.19)? Contrast this passage with the scribes 
and Pharisees in Matthew 23:13-14. What does it mean to be given the keys of the kingdom of heaven? 
How have you also been given these keys?

7. What is the primary goal of the Gospel? Write down only one answer before reading these verses: Colos-
sians 1:21-22, 1 Peter 3:18, Ephesians 2:13. What is the primary goal of the Gospel as described in each 
of these verses? How does your initial answer compare?

8.  “O come, O come, Emmanuel” petitions God to “make safe the way that leads on high.” What do you 
think the hymn writer meant by “the way that leads on high?” Could it be referring to our Christian 
walk here on earth? Our entrance into heaven? Or something else? Consider Titus 3:5 and Hebrews 
10:19-22. 

9.  Meditate on the amazing and marvelous truth from the hymn that God has closed “the path to misery” 
in your life. He rescued you from hell, locked the door behind you, unlocked the door of heaven, and will 
one day bring you home! Read these Gospel passages to further increase your joy in Jesus, “Thou Key of 
David.” Titus 3:3-7, Romans 8:1, Hebrews 4:15-16, Romans 8:31-39.

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come *to thee, O Israel.
To thee He came and made you His own forever! Rejoice!
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Thou Lord of Might: Friday December 9th

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height,
In ancient times did’st give the Law, in cloud, and majesty and awe.

1. Sing once again through the ancient hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.” Reread the fifth stanza 
above, thinking about the Scripture behind the words. What passages come to mind?

2. Fill in the blanks of Isaiah 33:21a, 22 (*NIV) and discover the truth behind these lyrics. 

3. “There the Lord will be our _______________________ One … for the Lord is our ____________________; the 
Lord is our ________________________; the Lord is our ______________; it is he who will ______________ us.”

4. Use biblehub.com to look up Isaiah 33:21a in these additional versions: ESV, NASB, KJV. Record the 
descriptors of God below and consider also those in the blanks above. What picture do these words give 
you of “The Lord of Might?” 

5. In Exodus 3:14 God reveals Himself to Moses as “I AM WHO I AM” or “Yahweh.” Write down as many 
additional names of God as you can think of in 60 seconds.

6. Write down as many accounts of God’s might from Scripture as you can think of in 60 seconds. 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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7. Why is it vital to your faith to regularly reflect back upon the names and works of God? Consider Psalm 
9:10 and Psalm 78:7. 

8. The verses in this final stanza of our advent hymn describe the giving of the Law to God’s people at 
Mount Sinai. Skim through Exodus chapters 19 and 20, focusing on 19:4-6, 12, 16-20 and 20:18-21. What 
is the God of Israel like? What does He require?

9. How did “The Lord of Might” unleash His power and forever remove from us the Law’s condemnation? 
Read Ephesians 2:13-15, Colossians 2:13-15, and Romans 1:16.

10. Look one more time at “O Come, O come, Emmanuel” and list all the cries to God (verbs) from the 
hearts of His mourning and expectant people. How many did you find in the final stanza? Why do you 
think this is? 

11. Spend some time worshiping the majestic and awesome “Lord of Might,” our “Emmanuel,” and “Sav-
ior.” Continue in a posture of worship to King JESUS this advent season - and always - for He did come, 
and He did save … and He will indeed come again!

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, *O Israel.
REJOICE as a blood-bought member the People of God (Israel)!
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Prayer of Response: Saturday December 10th

This week as we’ve studied together the rich Scriptural framework of the ancient and amazing advent 
hymn, “O Come, “O Come, Emmanuel,” we’ve really been camped around one central reality – the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The glorious truths and wonders found in Emmanuel, Thou Rod of Jesse, Thou Day-Spring, 
Thou Key of David, and Thou Lord of Might are Gospel truths that thrill our hearts and ready our lips for 
worship to our King Jesus. The apostle Paul referred to the Gospel as that “of first importance” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:1,3), and he regularly urged the early church to never shift from its hope (Colossians 1:23).

This Christmas as we celebrate the birth of our beloved Savior, let us determine to “preach the Gospel to 
ourselves” – to regularly remind ourselves of Gospel truths so that we can share with others the unwavering 
hope we have in Jesus as well as tune our hearts to sing His glory, might, and praise!

Pray through the prayer below with a penitent yet rejoicing heart as you ask your Emmanuel to come and 
remind you of the Good News we have been given in Christ Jesus!

God of all grace,

We are weak and forgetful people, easily distracted by the joys and sorrows of our lives. We are capable 
of great thoughts concerning you one moment, yet we forget your kindness and live as though we had 
no hope the next. Forgive us, Father, for the unbelief that clings to our sinful flesh and clouds our minds 
with doubt and fear.

Jesus, thank you for clinging to us, even though we let go of you repeatedly. You held fast to the gospel 
in your living, dying, and rising again, always obeying your Father and setting your face toward the hill 
of sacrifice. You never forgot your mission or resisted your calling, but faithfully lived and died in our 
place. You endured mocking, beatings, and crucifixion for the joy set before you. Thank you that we are 
that joy; now fill us with your joy and cause us to find great delight in you. Though we may be quick to 
forget you and need reminding often, you never forget us. Instead you intercede for us daily before your 
Father, and you are preparing for the day when we will feast with you in heaven. Come quickly, Lord 
Jesus!

Holy Spirit, produce in us growing faith that we may live in Christ. May all our desires rest in Him 
constantly. Make Jesus our greatest hope and all our glory. May we enter him as our refuge, build on 
him as our foundation, walk in him, follow him, conform to him, rely on him, and obey him. Let us never 
be ashamed of him or his words. May his death comfort us, for we have been loved with unfathomable 
love. May his resurrection assure us that his obedience was perfect, his sacrifice accepted, and his work 
finished. Help us to hold fast to the gospel we have believed: to cherish it in our weakness and to profess 
its power when we stand strong. Deepen our faith and guard our hearts and minds with the helmet of 
Christ’s salvation, the breastplate of his righteousness, the shield of his faith, the sandals of his peace, 
and the sword of his truth. In his strong name we pray, amen.
          
~ Prone to Wander: Prayers of Confession and Celebration
by Barbara R. Duguid and Wayne Duguid Houk

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS
By Charles Wesley 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s Strength and Consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art;

Dear Desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.

Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
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Sunday, December 11th

In 1744 Charles Wesley penned the hymn “Come 
Thou Long Expected Jesus,” one of the 7,500 hymns 
he wrote in his lifetime1. As Charles, who, with his 
brother, John, was the founder of the Methodist 
movement in the Church of England, looked out 
on the estate of the orphans and other ill-cared for 
peoples of England and meditated on Haggai 2:7 
he wrote of King Jesus. He wanted the people to 
remember the Christ who was “born a king” the 
one true ruler. “Dear desire of every nation;” Jesus 
alone would set right the corruptness of all worldly 
governments. Wesley wanted people to look for-
ward to the Second Coming of Christ during Advent 
and, with supplication, ask, “Now Thy gracious 
kingdom bring.” Wesley had been to Georgia and 
became ill at the sight of the dehumanization of 
African slaves in the colonies. As an abolitionist for 
both the body and will of those physically enslaved 
as well as the souls of mankind, he proclaimed 
that Jesus alone was, “born to set thy people free.” 
Charles Wesley felt deeply the pains of sin and fear 
by which the people of the world are oppressed. 
After the Gospel of Grace transformed him in 1738 
his mother, Susanna wrote, “Blessed be God, who 
showed you the necessity you were in of a Savior 
to deliver you from the power of sin and Satan (for 
Christ will be no Savior to such as see not their need 
of one), and directed you by faith to lay hold of that 
stupendous mercy offered us by redeeming love… 
Blessed be God, he is an all-sufficient Saviour; and 
blessed be his holy name that thou hast found him a 
Savior to thee, my son!2”

1 Encyclopedia Britannica (Ed.). (n.d.). Charles Wesley 
(English Clergyman). Retrieved November 11, 2016, from https://
www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-Wesley
2 Metaxas, E. (2015). Seven women: And the secret of 

Charles Wesley, along with his eight other surviving 
Wesley siblings, had been raised under the strict-
est religious education by their mother, Susanna. 
John Wesley even said of his mother, “...she never 
suffered anything to break in upon her stated hours 
of retirement (devotional time), which she sacredly 
observed from the age of 17 or 18 to 72.3”  Susanna 
taught her sons and daughters the methods that 
would become the Methodist Way; she taught them 
to practice knowing and loving the God of the scrip-
tures. Susanna was a woman who knew the God she 
served. After surviving a second fire to their family 
home and burying nine of the eighteen children 
to whom she gave birth her devotional writings 
included prayers such as this:

“Help me, O Lord, to make a true use of all dis-
appointments and calamities in this life, in such 
a way that they may unite my heart more closely 
with thee.” 

“May I give way to no direct murmurings, no 
repinings at the prosperity of others… Save me 
from thinking severely or unjustly of others: 
from being too much dejected or disposed to pee-
vishness, covetousness, or negligence in affairs.” 

Though it was the gracious intervention of the Spir-
it that moved the heart, mind, and pen of Charles 
Wesley to script the words we now sing in the hymn 
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” it is no wonder 
that the child of Susanna Wesley would give to us 
an Advent hymn brimming with sixteen different 

their greatness (pp. 55-56). Nashville, TN: Nelson Books, an 
imprint of Thomas Nelson.
3 Ibid., pp. 45

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus aa
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biblical allusions. Those allusions that call us to look at the coming of Christ from the eyes of Israel and 
those that call us to look ahead to our returning king, Jesus. Dr. C. Michael Hawn, professor of sacred music 
at Perkins School of Theology, SMU eloquently stated, “While many hymns of the Advent and Christmas 
season recount parts of the narrative of the Christmas story, Charles Wesley offers us a poetic theological 
discourse that allows us to apply the story of Christmas to our lives.” Let us, now, examine the text, Haggai, 
which first inspired the writing of this hymn as well as the many portions of scripture to which the truths of 
the hymn refer.  
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From our Fears and Sins Release Us
Monday, December 12th

1. Read both chapters of Haggai. What confuses you? What is clear to you? 

2. What other scripture came to mind as you read? 

3. Read Ezra 1:1-4, 3:10-13, 4:4, 24, 5:1 to gather the historical context of the book Haggai. Write, in your 
own words, what the background for Haggai’s message to the people of Judah was. 

4. Flip through the other prophetic books that surround Haggai (Zephaniah, Habakkuk, Nahum, etc.). 
What do you notice is different about Haggai’s writing? How does it and doesn’t it fit into the genre of 
prophetic writing? (Note: feel free to do a little research about the basic qualifications of biblical pro-
phetic literature. https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/asbury-bible-commentary/Prophetic-Lit-
erature is a good resource). 

5. Skim the entire book of Haggai. What repeated words or phrases do you see? What does this tell you 
about Haggai’s message to the people of Judah? 

6. Look up (you can use Google) the definition of the phrase “The Lord of Hosts.” What does this title for 
God mean? How would it have been received by the original hearers based on the historical background 
given in Ezra?

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
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7. Reread Haggai 1:1-6. Why are the people choosing not to rebuild the temple? 

8. Haggai asks the people to “consider their ways.” What does verse six tell us the people have done? 

9. Why do you think verse four specifies that the people lived in “paneled houses?”

10. What do these verses teach us about the character and the passions of God?

11. Read John 2:19-22, John 4:21-24, 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 2 Corinthians 6:16, and Ephesians 2:18-22. 
What does the New Testament tell us about the temple? How does it apply to Christ and the Church? 

12. What does this passage reveal about the hearts of sinful people?

13. Explain what is happening to the work of the people in verse six and how it displays the grace of God?

14. Reread Haggai 1:1-6 and write a prayer of response that both praises God for how he revealed himself 
to you through this scripture and repenting for ways you see that your heart reflects the same sins the 
people of Judah displayed. 
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By Thine Own Eternal Spirit, Rule in All Our Hearts Alone
Tuesday, December 13th

1. Read all of Haggai chapter one. The Lord says to the people, “consider your ways,” two times. Contrast 
these two ‘ways’ they could/did act.

2. Why does the Lord desire that the people rebuild his house, the temple?

3. What reason does the Lord give for the people experiencing famine and drought? 

4. How does the famine and drought reveal the goodness of the character of God? 

5. In verses 12-15 the people obey the words of the Lord and begin to rebuild the temple again. What do 
these verses teach us about how the people of Judah were finally able to obey?

6. Even during the time of the Old Covenant the Lord allowed his people glimpses of what would happen 
with the New Covenant after the work of the Messiah. In Haggai 1:14, what did the Lord do for his peo-
ple? 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
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7. Read Jeremiah 31:31-34. What did God promise would happen under the New Covenant, which we 
experience through the Holy Spirit now?

8. Read the following verses and take note of what we are able to experience the Holy Spirit “stir” in us 
now that we are under the New Covenant after the coming of Christ. 

9. Romans 8:12-17, Romans 8:26, Galatians 5:16-25, Ephesians 1:13-14

10. Does remembering the coming of Christ at Advent draw you to worship God for the gift of his Holy 
Spirit? 

Take a moment to pray with an attitude thanksgiving for the gift of the Holy Spirit and ask the Lord to be 
the only one who rules in your heart. 
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Dear Desire of Every Nation, Joy of Every Longing Heart
Wednesday, December 14th

1. Read the entire book of Haggai then reread Haggai 2:1-9, our focus for today. 

2. What question does the Lord ask the people in verse three? Why do you think he asks this question? 

3. Look up the definition of the word “glory.” Which definition do you think best first the phrase “former 
glory” as it is used in verse three? 

4. Read Ezra 3:12 as well as 1 Kings 6 to grasp what the peoples’ experience with the First Temple, Solo-
mon’s Temple, was like (Side note-- for further study read 1 Kings 7 and notice what Solomon built after 
he completed the work of building the temple. How does this timeline relate to the people of Haggai’s 
time?).

5. Read Haggai 2:4, what one word is repeated three times in this single verse? 

6. Read Joshua 1:1-9. How does this passage from earlier in Israel’s history compare/relate to Haggai 2:4? 
In what ways are their callings and situations similar? In what ways are the commands and assurances 
from the words given by the Lord similar?

7. What is the repeated idea the Lord gives to his people in Haggai 2:5? 

8. Use your cross references to better understand what is meant by, “My Spirit remains in your midst.”

9. Why are the people to “Fear not?” What attribute of God allows the people (and us) to “Fear not?” 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
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10. Fill in the blanks based on the ESV, NIV, and NKJV translations of Haggai 2:7 
ESV: “And I will shake all nations, __________________________________, and I will fill this house with 
_________, says the LORD of hosts.” 
NIV:  “I will shake all nations, and _________________________________, and I will fill this house with 
_________,’ says the LORD Almighty.” 
NKJV: “and I will shake all nations, _________________________________, and will fill this temple with 
_________,’ says the LORD of hosts.”

11. Who is the “Desire of All Nations” (NKJV)? What does this title mean? 

12. How do all nations come to him? What does this reveal about the character and plans of God?

13. Read the account of the glory of the Lord filling Solomon’s temple in 2 Chronicles 7:1-3. Next, read the 
account of the Holy Spirit filling to temple of the New Testament, the church body, in Acts 2:1-4. Finally, 
read Revelation 21:22-26, the depictions of when the final glory of the Lord will fill the New Jerusalem. 
What do you learn about the glory of the Lord as it is revealed to the finite mind of man in these passag-
es. 

14. Verse nine tells us that in this place (the new temple) “I will give peace.” How does the Lord give us 
peace? Use at least two scripture references to support and explain your answer. 

15. Do you view Christ as your ultimate source of peace-- peace with God, peace within yourself, and peace 
with others? 

16. When you look at the brokenness of the world around you, do you see Christ as the “Dear Desire of Ev-
ery Nation,” the treasure and king for which they all truly hope? 
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By Thine All Sufficient Merit
Thursday, December 15th

1. Read Haggai 2. The Lord instructs Haggai to “Ask the priests about the law…” According to Romans 
3:19-26, what is the purpose of the law? 

2. In Haggai 2:12 an analogy is presented in which meat that had been consecrated (made holy) is touched 
to something else. The question is put forward, “does [the second object] become holy?” What is the 
purpose of this analogy? What does it reveal about God’s law and our hearts? 

3. In Haggai 2:13 a second analogy expresses that if someone touches a dead body and is thus unclean, 
whatever they touch after that is also unclean. What is the purpose of this analogy? What does it reveal 
about God’s law and our hearts? 

4. What had the people of Judah allowed to sit around them uncleanly and unattended, like that of a dead 
body?  

5. What does verse 14 reveal about the work of the people of Judah? What does it reveal about our work?

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus
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6. Read Romans 4:1-5:11. Whose works fulfill the law? How does this impact our unclean works? 

7. What do verses 15 through 17 from Haggai chapter two reveal about the character of God?

8. How do verse 15 through 17 change how you should view your circumstances?

9. What is the “but” given in verse 19 that changes everything for the people of Judah?

10.  What does this “but” reveal about the character of God?

11.  How should this “but” change how you view your circumstances?

12.  Do you view all things as designed to point you to your need for a savior and a reminder of his “all suffi-
cient merit” that saved you from the wrath of a just God?
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Raise us to Thy Glorious Throne
Friday, December 16th

1. Read the entire book of Haggai. Does anything new stick out to you now that you are more familiar with 
the text? Do you see this book of scripture more clearly aligned with the overall story of salvation?

2. Read Haggai 2:20-23, our focus for today. What does the Lord say he is about to do?

3. Reread the beginning of Haggai 2 where similar phrasing was used. How is the outcome different for 
the nations this time? 

4. Fill in the blank from verse 22: “...I am about to destroy the ________________ of the kingdoms of the 
nations...” What is significant about this wording?

5. What is meant by the statement “... And the horses and their riders shall go down, every one by the 
sword of his brother?”

6. How many times is the statement “declares the LORD” made in this passage? What is its significance? 

7. What is God’s promise to Zerubbabel? 

8. Look up the definition and meaning of a signet ring. How was Zerubbabel to be like a signet ring?

9. Read Matthew 1:1-17. What do you learn about Zerubbabel?

10. What does God choosing to use and work through Zerubbabel as we see in the book of Haggai and in 
Matthew reveal to us about the character and work of God?

11. In what ways do you identify with Zerubbabel?

12. How does the book of Haggai, like Advent, point Israel toward the coming of the Messiah and us toward 
the Second Coming of Christ? 
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Prayer of Response
Saturday, December 17th

As we close this week’s reflections take some time to reflect on the character of God revealed in the book of 
Haggai and what it reflects about you and your need for a savior. I would encourage you to listen to Come 
Thou Long Expected Jesus (both Chris Tomlin (feat. Christy Nockels) and Fernando Ortega have recently 
released recordings of it) and dwell richly under the truths of scripture it so beautifully and lyrically expos-
es. 

Let us close this week’s study of Haggai and the truths of Come Thou Long Expected Jesus with a prayer con-
fession and assurance, written by Barbara R. Duguid and Wayne Duguid Houk and published in their book 
Prone to Wander: Prayers of Confession and Celebration. 

Father, 

We confess with our lips the blessedness of taking refuge in you. However, our lives proclaim a different 
story. We sing the wonders of your love, but in our hearts we grumble and complain about your perfect 
law, under whose wise counsel we chafe. We declare that we long for your coming, but in truth we are 
more wrapped up in the gifts that you give us than we are in you yourself. Instead of rejoicing in the her-
itage you have given us, and humbly resting in your wisdom in the trials into which you bring us, we are 
constantly concerned about the present and fearful for the future. Father, forgive us. 

Lord Jesus, thank you that you are the King who rules in truth and grace. You are the First and the 
Last, the Lord of the nations, worthy of the praises of all peoples. Thank you that you bore the curse of 
Adam’s sin and ours, and that through your perfect obedience you bring unbounded blessing to all those 
who trust in you. Thank you that you rejoiced perfectly in your Father’s law and took refuge in him 
from life’s storms. Thank you that you, the Eternal One, took flesh and died for us, and that you are now 
alive forevermore, ruling over the entire universe. 

Holy Spirit, we thank you that you have been poured out on all nations, bringing Jews and Gentiles 
together in Christ. Give us renewed hearts that delight to serve and worship you. Fill us with such a 
passion for the gospel that we long to declare the reign of Christ everywhere we go, both here and to the 
ends of the earth. Enter in to reign as sovereign in our hearts, that all may bow the knee to Jesus and 
give him the glory he deserves. Amen.
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JOY TO THE WORLD 

Joy to the World , the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,

And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the World, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,

Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,

Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,

And wonders, wonders, of His love.
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Sunday, December 18th

Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was a prolific hymn writ-
er having penned approximately 750 songs and 
is commonly known as “The Father of Hymns.” 
Watts’s hymns often paraphrase the Psalms and 
demonstrate their fulfillment in Christ. A few of 
Watts’s most well-known and endearing hymns in-
clude: Come ye that Love the Lord, When I Survey 
the Wondrous Cross, and At the Cross.  But without 
question, Watts is most known for his 1719 hymn, 
Joy to the World. Though Watts never intended for 
the song to be limited to the Advent season, Joy to 
the World is on of the most beloved Christmas Car-
ols ever composed. For it is during Advent that we 
celebrate the threefold coming of Christ in His in-
carnation, His indwelling, and His glorious return. 
And Watt’s classic carol celebrates each of the three 
Advent movements. 
 
The first stanza celebrates Christ’s incarnation:

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King,
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

The second stanza celebrates the joy felt and wor-
ship produced by the present reign of Jesus during 
which we experience Him through the indwelling 
Holy Spirit:

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

The third and fourth stanzas picture the full re-
demption we will experience when Christ returns 
in glory:

No more let sin and sorrow grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground:
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love.

Joy to the World traces the story of redemption 
from Christ’s first coming to his second and 
expresses the joy and worship the Savior stirs up 
in the hearts of those who love Him.

Joy to the World aa
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Psalm 98

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, 
     for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm 
     have worked salvation for him.
The Lord has made known his salvation; 
     he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
     to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
     the salvation of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
     break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
     with the lyre and the sound of melody!
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
     make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord!

Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
     the world and those who dwell in it!
Let the rivers clap their hands;
     let the hills sing for joy together 
before the Lord, for he comes
     to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
     and the peoples with equity.

Psalm 98 proclaims God’s faithfulness to His cove-
nant people and His plan of salvation and redemp-
tion for all nations. Indeed, all nations have seen 
the righteousness of God and His salvation is seen 
to the ends of the earth! This Psalm looks forward 
to Jesus, who, has “remembered His mercy and His 
faithfulness to the house of Israel” (Psalm 98:2) 
and blessed all nations. In Christ “all the ends of 
the earth have seen the salvation of our God” (98:3). 
And Jesus, is our King (98:6) and Judge (98:9). 

Old Testament scholar, Tremper Longman III, 
summarizes Psalm 98’s expression of God’s sal-
vation in three movements, which are fulfilled in 
Christ our Savior, King, and Judge: 

“Israel is to praise God for saving them in the past 
(98:1-3). 

All the earth is to praise God for being King in the 
present (98:4-6). 

The entire universe is to praise God for coming to 
judge in the future” (98:7–9).

The beloved hymn, Joy to the World, addresses 
the Psalm’s theme that our ultimate and eternal 
purpose is to joyfully worship the Lord. God has 
displayed his salvation, righteousness, reign, and 
judgment in the sight of all nations and, as a result, 
everyone and everything, all of creation, must burst 
forth in praise to Him. The Lord’s work results in 
our worship!

When we behold our God, worship is the only 
proper response. This week of Advent as we behold 
our God in the study of Psalm 98 and the hymn “Joy 
to the World,” my prayer is that our hearts would 
be moved to worship the one true God who came 
as a baby, saved us on the cross, has indwelled us 
with his Holy Spirit, and is coming again to rule and 
reign forever!  This is the only news that truly does 
bring joy to the entire world!
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Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord
Monday, December 19th

1. Read Psalm 98 three times.

2. Knowing that Psalm 98 is part of a mosaic of Psalms including Psalms 29; 93; 95-99 which celebrate 
God’s kingly rule over creation, use your bible (specifically reference Psalm 29) to determine who most 
likely wrote these Psalms, including Psalm 98?

3. Psalm 98 can be divided into 3 stanzas: 
98:1-3; The Subject of Praise is Announced 
98:4-6; The Manner of Praise is Prescribed 
98:7-9; The Extent of Praise is Proclaimed 
 
Read each of these stanzas in ESV, NIV, and NASB (the Bible Gateway App is a great way to have access 
to many different translations) Based on your readings, answer the following:  
 
In 98:1-3, who is the subject of our praise?  
 
 
In 98:4-6, describe the manner of our praise?  
 
 
In 98: 7-9, How far reaching is our praise? 

4. Fill in the blanks using the ESV translation: 
Psalm 98:2-4 The Lord has made known his salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 
the ____________. He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. ____ the 
_____ of the _______ have seen the salvation of our God. Make a joyful noise to the LORD, ____ the _____; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Joy to the World
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5. Considering the blanks you completed, why is Psalm 98 considered a Prophetic Psalm?

6. Who is the Psalm prophesying about? How did you reach your conclusion?

7. Psalm 98 and Isaac Watts’s hymn, which is based upon it, have come to be associated with Christmas 
and the celebration of Advent. Given your response above, why is this association appropriate? 

8. Psalm 96 is very similar to Psalm 98. Read both Psalms and list everyone and everything that is called to 
praise the LORD. What does this reveal about God?

9. Is your typical mind and heart one of worship to the LORD? If not, how would you describe the attitude 
of your heart? In what ways do you need to repent, in order than you can better believe the gospel and 
possess a worship-filled demeanor?
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Sing a New Song
Tuesday, December 20th

1. Read Psalm 98:1 and fill in the blanks using the ESV translation: 
 
Oh sing to the LORD a _____ song, for he has done __________ things!

2. What type of song are we to sing to the LORD? Why?

3. Cross reference using the ESV translation the following verses paying particular attention to this “new 
song” we are called to sing. 
 
Psalm 40:3 
 
He put a _______  __________ in my mouth, a song of ________ to our God. Many will ________ and  
 
_________, and put their _________ in the LORD. 
 
Psalm 96:1-2 
 
Oh sing to the LORD a _______ _________; sing to the LORD, ___________ the ___________! Sing to the  
 
LORD, bless his name; tell of his ________________ from ____________ to ____________. 
 
Rev. 5:9 
 
And they sang a _________ _________ ,saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,  
 
for you were ________, and by your __________ you ___________ ___________ for ______ from _________  
 
_________ and __________ and __________ and _________, and you have made them a ___________ and  
 
___________ to our God, and they shall ___________ on the earth.” 
 
Rev. 14:3 
 
and they were ________ a _________ song before the _________ and before the four living creatures and  
 
before the elders. No one could learn that song __________ the 144,000 who had been ________ from the  
 
earth.

4. Based on these verses, who is the subject of our new song? Pay attention to references from Revelation. 

Joy to the World
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5. How did this person ransom us? 

6. Who have we been ransomed for?

7. Using a dictionary, write down the definition of “marvelous.”

8. Read Exodus 14 (focus on Exodus 14:13; 30) and note one of the many marvelous things the Israelites 
have seen the LORD do.

9. In light of our Advent season, what is one of the most marvelous things we have seen the LORD do for 
His people?

10. Fill in the blanks using the ESV, NASB, NKJV, and NIV. 
 
ESV:  His right hand and holy arm have ________    ________ for him.  
 
NASB:           His right hand and His holy arm have __________ the _________ for Him.  
 
NKJV:  His right hand and His holy arm have __________ Him the __________.  
 
NIV:  His right hand and his holy arm have __________ ____________ for him. 

11. Based on what you filled in what are the “marvelous things” that are to be our new song to the Lord? 

12. Who “worked” or “gained” these marvelous things for us?

13. What do these beautiful truths reveal about the character of God?

14. Is your salvation (or victory) in Christ the consistent song and mediation of your heart? 

15. If not, what song do you tend to sing? In what way(s) do you need to repent today in order that you can 
be free in the Spirit to have a song of salvation fill your heart and mind?

16. Remember that Psalm 98 lies behind our Christmas Carol, Joy to the World. Today, meditate on the 
first stanza of our carol, and thank the Lord that through the work on the cross and the blood of Christ 
you have been ransomed to God and he has put His new song of salvation in your heart for you to sing 
and proclaim to the world.
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The LORD’S Salvation
Wednesday, December 21st

1. Read Psalm 98:2-3  What is the primary theme of these two verses? (hint: the theme is repeated in both 
verses)

2. Who is the one who brings about salvation in each of these verses?

3. Use a dictionary to look up the definition of salvation. 

4. Fill in the blanks for Psalm 98:2 (ESV): 
 
The ______ has made known his ________; he has _________ his ______________ in the __________ of the  
 
__________.

5. Read the account of Jesus being presented to Simeon in the temple in Luke 2:22-33. Fill in the blanks 
for verses 30-32. 
 
For my eyes have _________ your ____________ that you have ______________ in the ___________ of all  
 
the _________, a _________ for _______________ to the ___________, and for __________ to your people  
 
________________.”

6. Considering Psalm 98:2 and Luke 2:30-32, how has the LORD made known his salvation and revealed 
his righteousness in the sight of the nations (Gentiles)?

7. Skim Psalm 98, how many times is the term LORD used? _______

8. The LORD is the personal (and most special) name for God. It translates to “I AM.” Read Exodus 3:13-
15. What did God tell Moses in regards to His name?

9. When God says His name is “I AM, “ He is declaring that He is self-existent and unchanging. Why is it 
significant that the Psalmist would choose this name for God in this Psalm? What does this tell us about 
the LORD’s ability to bring about salvation to His people?

10. Fill in the blanks using the ESV for the first part of verse 3.  
 
______ has remembered ______ steadfast love and _________ to the house of Israel.

11. Who is the one who is faithful?

12. Look up and read the following accounts of the LORD’s faithfulness. 
Judges 2:10-13, Judges 2:16-19, Judges 3:7-31

Joy to the World
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13. What pattern do you see in these accounts? 

14. Based on these passages, was Israel faithful to the LORD? 

15. Was the LORD faithful to Israel?

16. Read the account of the covenant God made with Abraham in Genesis 15 and fill in the blanks from Gen-
esis 15:17 (ESV) 
 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a ___________ _____________  pot and a ___________  
 
___________ passed between these pieces.

17. The blanks you completed above represent God’s presence. How many representations of God’s pres-
ence are mentioned in Genesis 15:17? _______

18. Did Abraham pass through the pieces?

19. Who is the one who covenanted to be faithful to both sides of the agreement? 

20. Look up and write down the definition of faithful.

21. Considering the definition of faithful and based on the verses we just looked at, who is faithful and who 
is faithless? 

22. Is God’s covenant dependent on Israel’s faithfulness (think about the Genesis 15 account to help with 
this question)?

23. Who are the “ends of the earth” in verse 3 and the “nations” in verse 2? What have they seen?

24. Why is it such good news to us, that the nations (ends of the earth) have seen the salvation of God and 
the LORD’s righteousness? 

In the second stanza of his hymn, Joy to the World, Isaac Watts proclaims this good news that because of 
Jesus, men (all nations!) can praise Jesus as their Savior:

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

Let’s close our time together today rejoicing that because God choose to show his salvation to the nations 
(that’s us!) we have a new song that celebrates the present reign of our Savior Jesus Christ!
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Praise the Lord ALL the Earth
Thursday, December 22nd

1. 1. Read Psalm 98:4-6. Look back to verse 3, what is the reason for this joyful noise and praise to the 
LORD? In other words, what did they see (v.3) that compelled their joyful noise to the LORD?

2. Looking back at verse 3, who remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel?

3. Now looking to verse 4, who is making the joyful noise to the LORD?

4. Based on your answers, what was one of the primary reasons God remembered his steadfast love and 
faithfulness to the house of Israel?

5. Let’s look and see how God’s plan of salvation came to “all the earth.” Read the following verses: 
Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 1:26-33, Isaiah 53: 4-12, Colossians 1:15-20

6. Based on the verses you just read, who is the One who opened the way for “all the earth” to join in the 
joyous praise of the LORD?

7. Is the focus of your worship found in Christ during this Advent Season? What distracts you from this 
focus? 

8. Fill in the blanks using the ESV translation: 
 
Make a _______ noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into _______ song and sing praises! Sing 
praises  
 
to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of melody! With trumpets and the sound of the 
horn  
 
make a _______ noise before the King, the LORD!

9. Based on what you filled in, when we see the salvation of our God what should our response be?

10. Let’s jump over to Philippians and see joy in action in Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Fill in the blank 
from the ESV translation: 
 
Philippians 1:7 It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you 
are all  
 
partakers with me of grace, both in my _______________ and in the defense and confirmation of the gos-
pel.

Joy to the World
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11. Considering your answer above, where was Paul when he penned the book of Philippians? 

12. Keeping in mind Paul’s circumstances when he wrote the book of Philippians look up for following vers-
es regarding our topic of joy: 
 
Philippians 1:3-4.  What was Paul’s source of joy? 
 
Philippians 1:12-18. Why does Paul rejoice? 
 
Philippians 2:1-2. What does Paul say will complete his joy? 
 
Philippians 3:1. Who are the Philippians to rejoice in? What is safe for us to remember?

13. Fill in the blanks from the ESV translation: 
 
Philippians 4:4. ____________ in the Lord always; again, I will say, __________.

14. What can we learn from Paul’s letter to the Philippians in regards to joy? Is joy dependent on our cir-
cumstances? 

15. Where should our joy come from?

16. Do you seek your joy in the Lord? Where are you tempted to find your joy apart from the Lord?

17. What are some practical ways you can seek to find your joy in the Lord during this Advent Season? 

Let’s close our time together today, rejoicing and proclaiming together the third stanza of our hymn, Joy to 
the World! Because of Christ and His curse-defeating work on the cross, we can rejoice and join in the song 
of salvation as we look forward to the day where there is no more sin and complete restoration! Praise God!

No more let sin and sorrow grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground:
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.



56

All of Creation will Praise Your Righteousness
Friday, December 23rd

1. Read Psalm 98:7-9. Cross reference and write down the following scriptures. 
Psalm 96:11, Isaiah 55:12, Psalm 89:12

2. Focusing on Psalms 98:7-8; 96:11; 89:12, and Isaiah 55:12, list the creation that will praise the LORD.

3. Read Luke 19:38-40 (ESV) and complete the blanks: 
 
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And  
 
some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell 
you, if  
 
these were __________, the ______ _________ would cry out.”

4. Read the context of this account in Luke, who are the “these” Jesus is referring to in his rebuke of the 
Pharisees? 

5. What does this reveal about the worship of Jesus?

6. What is all creation designed to do?

7. Read Psalm 98:9 (ESV), what preposition does this verse begin with?

8. Based on verses 98:8-9, what is all creation called to do and WHEN?

9. Look at the second half of verse 9  in the ESV translation and fill in the blanks: 
 
He will _________ the ___________ with _______________, and the ____________ with _____________.

Joy to the World
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10. What is the LORD coming to do and how?

11. Look up and write down the definition of the word equity.

12. Read Psalm 96:13 in both the ESV version and the NKJV. What do these verses tell us in regards to how 
the Lord will judge the people?

13. Let’s look at some verses together to see how it is good news to us that the Lord will judge the people 
with equity, faithfulness, and truth.

14. Write down Psalm 58:11 (ESV)

15. Reference Romans 3:21-26; 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 1:26-31. Who are the righteous referenced in this 
verse?

16. Look-up Matthew 5:11-12, John 17:1-3, John 10: 27-30, Romans 6:23, and 2 Corinthians 4:16-18. De-
scribe the reward of the righteous, what is it, and in whom is it found? 

17. In light of these gospel truths, why is the celebration of Christmas of such significance in the annual 
rhythm of a believer?

18. Is the gospel the central focus of your Christmas celebration? What are three ways you can focus your 
celebration on the gospel this Christmas season?

As we close our time together today, let’s look to the final stanza of our hymn, Joy to the World, and think on 
and marvel at the good news of all we have in Christ.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love.
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Prayer of Response
Saturday, December 24th

Christ is our ultimate joy and this should lead our hearts to joyful worship. Take some time to meditate on 
and glory in the beautiful truths found in our hymn, Joy to the World.

Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King,
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground:
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love.

Joy to the World
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Fixate your heart and mind on Christ and come before the Lord, with this prayer of Joy from The Valley of 
Vision:

O CHRIST,
All thy ways of mercy tend to and end in my delight.
Thou didst weep, sorrow, suffer that I might rejoice.
For my joy thou hast sent the Comforter, 
multiplied they promises,
shown me my future happiness, 
given me a living fountain.
Thou art preparing joy for me and me for joy;
I pray for joy, wait for joy, long for joy; 
give me more than I can hold, desire, or think of.
Measure out to me my times and degrees of joy,
at my work, business, duties.
If I weep at night, give me joy in the morning.
Let me rest in the thought of thy love, 
pardon for sin, my title to heaven,
my future unspotted state.
I am an unworthy recipient of thy grace.
I often disesteem thy blood and slight they love,
but can in repentance draw water
from the wells of thy joyous forgiveness.
Let my heart leap towards the eternal sabbath,
where the work of redemption, sanctification,
preservation, glorification is finished
and perfected for ever,
where thou wilt rejoice over me and with joy.
There is no joy like the joy of heaven,
for in that state are no sad divisions,
unchristian quarrels,
contentions, evil designs,
weariness, hunger, cold,
sadness, sin, suffering,
persecutions, toils of duty.
O healthful place where none are sick!
O happy land where all are kings!
O holy assembly where all are priests!
How free a state where none are servants
except to thee!
Bring me speedily to the land of joy.
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