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WEEK 4

Jesus: the Glory and Grace and Truth of the only Son
John 1:14-18

PRAYER GUIDE BY MEGAN BLUM

John 1:14-18 ESV (English Standard Version)

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.'") 
16 For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known.

John 1:14-18 NLT (New Living Translation)

14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love 
and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father's one and only Son.
15 John testified about him when he shouted to the crowds, "This is the one I was talking 
about when I said, 'Someone is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he exist-
ed long before me.'" 
16 From his abundance we have all received one gracious blessing after another. 
17 For the law was given through Moses, but God's unfailing love and faithfulness came 
through Jesus Christ. 
18 No one has ever seen God. But the unique One, who is himself God, is near to the Fa-
ther's heart. He has revealed God to us.



December 22nd

Read John 1:14-18 twice, writing the words out in 
a journal if that’s helpful for you. 

What word or phrase stands out to you in these 
verses today? 

Tell that to God and use it as a jumping off point 
for a conversation with Him. That can look like 
anything! Perhaps you start by telling God that 
word or phrase, tell Him why you do or don’t like 
it. Ask God why He chose to speak those specific 
words to you in His Word. What is He telling you 
about Himself? 

Allow for some silence and stillness to listen. Let 
the conversation flow naturally, trusting that the 
God who made His home among us has invited 
you into conversation and intimacy with Him.

December 23rd

Read John 1:14 in the NLT translation of the Bible. 
Read Romans 1:19-20 in the NLT translation of 
the Bible. God says you have seen His glory; God 
says He’s made His glory (His kingly majesty, His 
eternal power, and His excellence) in creation, in 
other people, and in everything He made. Talk to 
Him about that. 

Talk to God about what stirs up your affections 
for Him. What makes you want to worship God? 
What makes you want more of Him? What is 
something you enjoy doing with God? What 
things help you feel God’s delight and enjoyment 
of you? What things or experiences help you enjoy 
God? Take one or all of those questions, just talk 
to God about it. 

Ask God what He enjoys doing with you. Take 
some time to listen. Let the conversation flow. 

Challenge: Whatever it is that makes you want 
to worship God and helps you enjoy Him, try to 
create some space to do that today. 

INTRODUCTION
We wrap up Advent on Wednesday with 
Christmas Day. But as you’ll see, this prayer 
guide continues for a full 7 days this week. 
You and I get to wake up adoring God and 
enjoying His closeness to us December 
26th, 27th, into the new year, and every day 
just as much as we did throughout Advent. 
So in that spirit, we’re going to continue our 
time in  this prayer guide to finish out the 
week in the days following Christmas. 

As the shiny-ness of our gifts wear off, as 
we grow tired from traveling, as we reenter 
our normal schedules and routines, as the 
bright Christmas lights go back into the 
box for next year, these sweet spaces of 
conversation with God don’t have to be put 
away for next Advent. The friendship found 
in your time with God doesn’t have to wear 
off. Neither does all He’s done in you this 
Advent season, that’s a part of you now. You 
get to carry all of this with you and shine 
into the days following Christmas. We get 
to receive His “grace upon grace” (John 
1:16) every single day. He is Emmanuel, God 
with us, in Advent today and every day into 
eternity. 

“And he said to me, ‘Son of man, this is 
the place of my throne and the place of 
the soles of my feet, where I will dwell 
in the midst of the people of Israel 
forever-’” Ezekiel 43:7a

With that reality in mind, enjoy your time 
with God as we celebrate Christmas this 
week. 

- Megan Blum

If you’re in Columbus on December 23rd, gather with your Veritas 
congregation at the Eve of the Eve Christmas service this evening.

Short North: 6pm & 8pm; Tri-City: 6:30pm; West: 6:00pm
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If you can't make it to an Eve of the Eve gathering, take some time to consider how you can talk 
through the questions and prompts above with your friends and family while you’re together. How 
can you create space and time to enjoy God and worship Him with the people in your life?



December 24th

Read John 1:16 in the ESV and NLT translations 
of the Bible. 

Talk to God about this verse, what stands out to 
you. What does it make you think or feel? What 
questions might you have about what God says 
here?

www.thesaurus.com lists these synonyms for the 
word “grace”: mercy, forgiveness, compassion, 
generosity, goodness, kindness, love, tenderness, 
favor, pardon, responsiveness, etc. 

These words can help us gain a more full picture 
of this familiar church word “grace.” Which syn-
onyms stand out most to you? Why is that? Talk to 
God about it. 

With these words fresh in your mind, reread John 
1:16 again.

Now pray John 1:16 back to God in your own 
words, perhaps using some of these synonyms. 
Talk to God about His overflowing, abundant 
grace.

December 25th

Merry Christmas!

Read John 1:14 & 16 in the ESV and NLT transla-
tions of the Bible. Talk to God about these verses.
Jesus is “full of grace and truth” and “from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.”

The very thing Jesus is full of overflows onto us. 
He is full to the brim of grace and truth, unfailing 
love and faithfulness. And what does He decide 
to do with that? He lets it spill over onto you. 
And not just in part, but lavishly and generously; 
“grace upon grace.” Talk to God about this. 

“You prepare a table before me in the 
presence of my enemies; you anoint my head 
with oil; my cup overflows.” Psalm 23:5 ESV

The cup of the King overflows onto you. 

What thoughts or feelings does that bring up in 
you? Does it make you want to respond to God in 
any way? Let the conversation flow between you 
and God. 

How can this truth help you enjoy Him today?

“Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! 
He filled me with the faith and love that come 
from Christ Jesus.” 1 Timothy 1:14 NLT

“You make known to me the path of life; in 
your presence there is fullness of joy; at your 
right hand are pleasures forevermore.” Psalm 
16:11 ESV

Leave some time and space to listen to God and to 
simply be with Him. 

December 26th

Read John 1:14 in the NLT translation of the Bible 
two times through, reading aloud if that’s helpful 
for you. 

Tell the Word that “He was full of unfailing love and 
faithfulness,” or “grace and truth” as the ESV trans-
lates it. Speak His Scriptures back to Him in prayer. 
Go into detail. Tell God how you’ve experienced His 
love for you; tell God how you’ve seen Him be faith-
ful to you. Notice what feelings, thoughts, or desires 
come to mind as you talk to God about this.

Tell God in your own words, “You say that You were 
and You still are full of unfailing love and faithful-
ness toward me. There are parts of my life where 
that’s really hard to see (be specific here). Please 
open my eyes to see how you’ve been there for me. 
I want to believe this is true and has always been 
true. ‘I believe, help my unbelief’ (Mark 9:24).”

Leave some space to listen in silence. What is the 
Word saying to you?



December 28th

Read John 1:18 in the ESV and NLT translations of 
the Bible, as well as the verses below. 

“The Son radiates God's own glory and 
expresses the very character of God.” Heb 
1:3a NLT

“Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the 
Father, and it is enough for us.’ Jesus said to 
him, ‘Have I been with you so long, and you 
still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has 
seen me has seen the Father.’” John 14:8-9a 
ESV

“For the entire fullness of God's nature 
dwells bodily in Christ -” Col 2:9 CSB
"I have revealed you to the ones you gave me 
from this world. They were always yours. 
You gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word.” John 17:6 NLT

God says He has revealed Himself to you; God has 
made a way for you to know Him and be with Him 
through Jesus. These verses imply that we have 
intimate access to God through Jesus, to His very 
heart. How does that settle with you? What does 
that make you feel or think about? Talk to God 
about it. 

What is something within the heart of God that 
you love and enjoy? That could be something or 
someone God enjoys, the things He fights for, the 
promises He’s made, descriptions of His personal 
character, etc. Tell God about this. Be specific and 
let this be a conversation with God. 

Does the way you currently view and experience 
God make you want more of Him? Does it make 
you want to worship and enjoy Him? Why or why 
not? Talk to God about this in prayer.

Challenge: Talk to another believer or your Com-
munity Group openly and honestly about this. 

December 27th

Read John 1:17 in the ESV and NLT translations of 
the Bible. 

Start to talk to God about what He says here. Pray 
these words back to Him, rephrasing them into 
your own words. Reference the synonyms for 
“grace” from December 24th if that’s helpful to 
you. 

“But when the right time came, God sent his 
Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God 
sent him to buy freedom for us who were 
slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as 
his very own children” Gal 4:4-5 NLT

(see also 2 Cor 3:7-11 in the NLT Bible translation)
Talk to God about what He’s done for you. Talk to 
God about the relief of no longer having to live un-
der the heaviness of The Law, a set of complicated 
rules that required perfection. Talk to Him about 
how glorious (enjoyable, remarkable, wonderful) 
it is that your life now depends on His faithfulness 
and His unfailing love toward you. Talk to God 
about this. 

Does this feel real or does it feel like you still have 
to measure up or prove yourself in some way? Talk 
to God about this. 

Think of one area of life where you continually 
struggle or mess up. Ask God to show you how He 
is particularly faithful and loving to you in that 
area of your life. 

Leave some space to listen to God. Let the conver-
sation flow. 

Post-Advent questions for reflection and journaling:
1. How has your view of God grown or changed this Advent as you’ve prayed through John 1:1-18?

2. Do you see yourself adoring and delighting in God more today than you did December 1st?

3. Are you seeing and experiencing God’s delight in you more today than you did December 1st?

4. What are one or two things God wants you to hold on to, come back to, or continue talking with Him 
about?

5. How is God inviting you to continue in conversation with Him now, after Advent and throughout the year?


