
ADVENT PRAYER GUIDE: WEEK 3
Jesus: The Word became Flesh

John 1:9-14

John 1:9-14a ESV (English Standard Version)

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
14a And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us 

John 1:9-14a NLT (New Living Translation)

9 The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 
10 He came into the very world he created, but the world didn't recognize him. 
11 He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. 
12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 
13 They are reborn--not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that 
comes from God. 
14a So the Word became human and made his home among us

INTRODUCTION
A name of Jesus that tends to get brought up most often during the Advent season is Em-
manuel. Matthew 1:23 and Isaiah 7:14 tell us that Emmauel means “God with us.” I’ve tried to 
explain the many names of the One True God to my four-year-old daughter, and it turns out 
the explanation the Spirit helped me come up with was quite helpful for me, too. The names 
of God are like nicknames that tell you a little something about that person and are generally 
spoken by those close to the person. 

"Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel, which means 'God is with us.’” Matthew 1:23 NLT

So Jesus is your Emmnauel. God is with us. God is with you.  

And so we dive into this truth about God and this reality for us through John 1:9-14a this 
week: “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,” (verse 14a).

Before you even begin, take a moment to ask God to personally show you how He is Emmanu-
el to you as you talk to Him and go about your life this week. Ask Him to grow you into one of 
those people who calls Him by the affectionate nickname “Emmanuel” because that’s exactly 
who you know Him to be. God with you. 

Amen. So be it, Lord. 

- Megan Blum



December 15th

Read John 1:9-14a. in the ESV and NLT transla-
tions of the Bible, reading aloud if that’s helpful 
for you. 

With these verses fresh in your mind, tell God 
what stands out to you about what He says here. 
Is there a word or phrase that stands out to you? 
Speak it to God. 

If nothing in particular stands out to you, tell God 
about it and ask Him to draw near to you through 
His Word. 

Whatever you initially experience with these 
verses, start a conversation with God about it. 
God started the conversation with you by giving 
you Scripture and all of Himself through Jesus. So 
continue the conversation and rest assured that 
He has invited you into intimate communication 
with Him. 

Leave some space for silence and stillness to sim-
ply be with God during your time in His presence 
through prayer. 

December 16th

Read John 1:9 two times through, reading aloud if 
that’s helpful for you.

Every Christmas you see your city and likely your 
own home light up with twinkling lights and shiny 
decorations to remind us of this truth. How does 
your lit up city or home make you feel in the midst 
of the shortest, coldest days of the year? With 
this in mind, talk to the True Light about the light 
He gives you. What does His light feel like in the 
midst of this dark world we live in? Talk to God 
about this. 

“Beloved...the darkness is passing away and 
the true light is already shining.” 1 John 2:7a, 
8b ESV

In John 1:9, God says this light is for everyone. 
Start talking to God about this.

Who has risen to your mind through this conver-
sation with God? How is God asking you to share 
His light with that person/those people? If no one 
has come to mind, ask God who He’s calling you 
to share His light with. Either way, continue your 
conversation with God. 

December 17th

Read John 1:10-11 in the ESV and NLT versions of 
the Bible.

Jesus willingly came into this world, to dwell with 
and save His people. Yet He was passed over, for-
gotten by those who dedicated their lives to Him, 
and abandoned by His closest friends. He was 
utterly rejected. Remember, vv. 1-3, Jesus is fully 
God, He existed before everything, and He has 
been heart-broken over sin since it first began in 
Genesis 3. Jesus knew what He was walking into 
in this world, but He came for you anyway.

What does this bring up in you? What thoughts or 
feelings? Talk to God about it. 

Think over some of these similar soul wounds 
you’ve experienced. Perhaps a time you’ve been 
rejected by someone or a time you’ve been forgot-
ten. Speak it to God. Then talk to Jesus, who came 
into this world to experience the exact same thing 
so He could know you, help you, and be there for 
you in your darkest, loneliest hour. 

This doesn't feel super Christmas-y, but how 
might viewing Jesus in this way help you cele-
brate His coming all the more this Christmas? 
Talk to God about this. Have a conversation with 
Him about this, remembering to leave space here 
and there for silence to listen. 



December 18th

Read John 1:12-13 in the ESV and NLT transla-
tions of the Bible. 

Read that over and over, letting your reality settle 
in. 

“He gave [all those who received Jesus] the 
right to become children of God.”

He gave me the right to become His own, precious, 
chosen child. I belong with my God.

Talk to God about this. If it’s helpful for you, 
rephrase these verses in your own words as you 
talk to God. 

What thoughts, feelings, and/or memories does 
this bring up? Share this with God and continue 
talking with Him about what He says is true here. 

“See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children of 
God... Beloved, we are God's children now.” 1 
John 3:1a, 2a  ESV

“And because we are his children, God has 
sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
prompting us to call out, ‘Abba, Father.’ Now 
you are no longer a slave but God's own 
child. And since you are his child, God has 
made you his heir.”  Galatians 4:6-7 NLT

Speak these words to yourself, to your soul (as 
King David does in Psalm 42:5 & 11). This might 
feel unusual, but let’s take a tip from the author 
of most of the Book of Psalms and give it a try. 
Sometimes our thoughts and inner dialogue don’t 
agree with what God says of us, so sometimes we 
just need to remember what is actually true and 
speak it aloud.

Talk to God about how this truth settles with you. 

“By this we shall know that we are of the 
truth and reassure our heart before Him; 
for whenever our heart condemns us, God 
is greater than our heart, and he knows 
everything. Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confidence before 
God.” 1 John 3:19-21 ESV

If you’d like to continue talking to God about this, 
revisit last week’s prayer prompts on December 
10th about standing confidently before God. 

December 19th

Read John 1:12-13 in the ESV and NLT Bible 
translations, specifically focusing on verse 13.

God says here, we are born as His children by His 
efforts and not by anything we can do on our own. 
And yet, our lives can reflect that deep down we 
believe differently. 

How do you try to make yourself more acceptable 
to God? How do you try to clean yourself for God? 
Notice, do you feel like you need to be in a certain 
mood or heart posture before reading your Bible, 
praying, coming to church, or spending time with 
other Christians? Do you feel like you need to 
have a day where the good outweighs the bad be-
fore doing any of those things? Do you go to God 
on only good days? Only or mostly on hard days? 
Talk to God about this. 

Now take some time to talk to God about how He 
has made your right with Him, how He has saved 
you. How has God made a way for you to be with 
Him? Have a conversation with Him about this. 

“God saved you by his grace when you be-
lieved. And you can't take credit for this; it is 
a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for 
the good things we have done, so none of us 
can boast about it.” Ephesians 2:8-9 NLT

“But to all who believed him and accepted 
him, he gave the right to become children of 
God.” John 1:12 NLT

"For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” John 
3:16-17 ESV

“We believe that we are all saved the same 
way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord 
Jesus." Acts 15:11 NLT

Take some time to repent to God over this. 
Acknowledge to Him that you’ve been living as 
though you can add to what Christ has already 
won for you, that you’ve been living as though 
your way is better than what He says is true here. 
And Ask God to bring you under His wing and 
help you believe and live like what He says here is 
true and enough. “Beloved, [you] are God’s child 
now” (1 John 3:2), so talk to God about this as His 
beloved child. 



December 20th

Read John 1:14a ESV

14a “And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.” 

Talk to God about the fact that He dwells with 
you; Christ came to make His home with you. 
Does that truth change anything for you? How 
do you want to live like this is true? Talk to God 
about this. Ask God to help you believe and re-
member this reality. 

“Jesus replied, ‘All who love me will do what 
I say. My Father will love them, and we 
will come and make our home with each of 
them.’” John 14:23 NLT

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your remem-
brance all that I have said to you.” John 14:26 
ESV

Then ask God to show you how He’s with you 
throughout your day today. Perhaps even sched-
ule in a few minutes a couple of times throughout 
the day to reflect on this with God. That can look 
like setting a reminder on your phone, putting 
a sticky note on the dashboard of your car to 
remind you to check in with God while you drive. 
However this works best for you, just come back 
to this reality a few different times today and see 
how God shows up.

December 21st

For both Personal Prayer and Commu-
nity Groups
Read John 1:9-14a. 

One of the reasons we celebrate the season of Ad-
vent is to look back at Christ’s first coming so we 
are stirred up with love, worship, and excitement 
for Him to come back again and make everything 
right. Let’s read a bit of what He says that Day is 
going to be like. Read these verses two or three 
times. Let the Holy Spirit inspire your imagina-
tion; ask Him to help you feel and experience, 
here and now, a little piece of what that Day is 
going to be like:

“And the city has no need of sun or moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, 
and its lamp is the Lamb [Jesus]. By its light 
will the nations walk, and the kings of the 
earth will bring their glory into it...And night 
will be no more. They will need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their 
light, and they will reign forever and ever.” 
Revelation 21:23-24, 22:5  ESV

What word or phrase stands out to you in these 
verses? What thoughts or feelings does this bring 
up? Does this make you want to respond to God 
in a certain way? Have a conversation with God 
about this.

“He who testifies to these things says, ‘Sure-
ly I am coming soon’  Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus!” Revelation 22:20  ESV

End your time in prayer today talking to God 
about the fact that He is coming back soon. 
What makes you long for Christ to return? How 
does the idea of His return make you feel or 
think of? Talk to God about these things. Let the 
conversation flow, making sure to leave space for 
silence to listen. 
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