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WORSHIP
Due to COVID-19, we transitioned 
to virtual-only worship gatherings 
in March. Our staff, musicians, 
and connect leaders offered safe, 
in-person gathering as well as 
livestreams from June through 
November. In November we 
transitioned to virtual only for 
the duration of Franklin County’s 
stay-at-home order.

Love
&

Grace
Humility

Sensitivity to 
the

conscience
Wisdom

People throughout our church have held varying opinions and levels of 
comfort with meeting in person. This in mind, we strived to move to-
gether in community  with the following Biblical principles to help us 
love and care for one another, as brothers and sisters in Christ. Thank 
you for living up to these values in light of the pandemic.

READ FULL ARTICLE ON THESE GUIDING PRINCIPLES

https://veritascolumbus.com/re-entry/guiding-principles/




Even in 2020 we’ve seen members join the 
church and many new people visiting both 
in-person and online! 

Our in-person gatherings have been highly 
safe, requiring registration, masks, and so-
cial distancing. 

Mike and Amanda Murphy, Deacons at Ver-
itas West, talk about what it’s like to gather 
in-person on Sunday mornings with their 
four kids. With a conviction to stay engaged 
throughout the pandemic, the Murphys 
share encouragement and ideas about what 
it could look like to gather in-person for 
worship with kids. There is a way to have 

Thanks to all 
the musicians, 

volunteers, and 
media techs 

for making our 
gatherings safe and 
accessible to those 
joining us online. 

Taken from “Communion During COVID-19,” a pastoral letter

Hunger for it, both for the physical unity as a gathered church, and for 
spiritual unity with our Savior. As Jesus said when he first instituted 
the Supper longing for our ultimate union with him, “I tell you I will not 
drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with 
you in my Father’s kingdom.” (Matthew 26:29)  Church, Jesus has been 
waiting almost 2000 years to physically gather with you to break bread 
and drink wine, to celebrate communion with you in the Kingdom!  So 
whatever you do, keep remembering his sacrifice for you personally 
and keep proclaiming the good news of what his death means to each 
other in Community Group, as we look forward to eating the bread and 
drinking the cup when we come together again (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

grace for others, even while your parent-
ing is on display. And the Murphys tell 
us why the trouble is more than worth 
it. You can listen to this on the stories 
tab of our app or on YouTube.

https://veritascolumbus.com/phase-3-worship-gatherings-gathering-safely/
https://veritascolumbus.com/phase-3-worship-gatherings-gathering-safely/
https://youtu.be/u9Lwlg7o5f8
https://youtu.be/u9Lwlg7o5f8
https://youtu.be/u9Lwlg7o5f8
https://veritascolumbus.com/communion-during-covid-19/
https://youtu.be/u9Lwlg7o5f8


OUTREACH & COMMUNITYOUTREACH & COMMUNITY
This might have been a 
year to bury our heads in 
the sand and “wait it out” 
rather than “reaching 
out.” But instead, we saw 
God moving in our body, 
energizing many of you 
to touch base with your 
neighbors, join a ministry, 
and serve one another.

Much of our outreach 
this year has been fueled 
by your donations to the 
benevolence fund, enabling 
us to offer emergency 
assistance to those in need. 

We have responded to 
more than thirty requests 
for help through our 
“Request for Assistance” 
tool online. We touched 
base with these people in 
our community as well as 
others who reached out to 
us through relationships 
with you.

Many of you have given 
hours of your week to 
volunteer in the Learning 
Extension Center.

For many more it meant 
connecting with your 
neighbors and helping 
each other in ways only a 
year like 2020 could have 
prompted us.

https://veritascolumbus.com/covid-19/benevolence/
https://veritascolumbus.com/covid-19/


Outreach in Milo Grogan

What a cool message to find at our building! 
A couple of Veritas folks, Carissa and Carola, 
showed up to congratulate the preschoolers 
from Hilltop Pre-school who graduated. Pray 
for the preschoolers and their families, that 
they would experience the love of God this sea-
son.

In the spring, six hundred “help” cards were 
delivered to neighbors of our Short North con-
gregation throughout Milo Grogan. Thanks to 
Cultivate CDC for working with us on this and 
showing up for our neighbors in this time of 
need. Our prayer was for the lonely, the afraid, 
the vulnerable, and the hurting would feel 
God’s love and comfort. Through this outreach, 
we were able to start new relationships with 
people in our community.

Using money we received through our benev-
olence fund, we were able to bless the families 
of the Hilltop Preschool, a tenant in our West 
building, with 40 bags of groceries for their 
families.  There was even enough toilet paper 
to be found that each family gets some!

Keep these families in your prayers that they 
see God provision and care through receiving 
these bags. Thanks to Carola, Monica, Devon, 
and staff at the preschool for all the work you 
did to make this happen.

Cultivate CDC is a key 
partner to Veritas. Through 
its creation and develop-
ment, we have been able to 
connect with Milo Grogran 
residents and stakeholders 
to know neighbors, foster 
local leadership, and en-
sure a vibrant neighbor-

hood for all. One of the major components of 
Cultivate is the “Rooted House,” where four 
women live while interning for a year. The 
residents have invested over 1,000 of volun-
teer hours into neighborhood initiatives and 
committed to routine leadership development 
training. This year, Cultivate conducted 47 
neighborhood events and workshops that 500 
residents attended. Cultivate spent $11k on 
emergency assistance for 28 households.

We’re so grateful to financially support Cultivate so we can share the love of Christ with our neigh-
bors. For a full review of Cultivate’s impact, be sure to read their 2020 impact report.

Outreach in Hilltop

http://www.cultivatecdc.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j_MATBocqWkrsG9JaGkfKll2qBTqKQjSSgE1kB_N7Fg/edit?usp=sharing


Outreach in Hilliard
Many families dropped by their schools at 
the end of May to pick up items that were left 
in the building before the quarantine. JW 
Reason Elementary School, the school right 
next to our Tri-City building in Hilliard, is a 
school we have partnered with to connect with 
our neighors. 560 students from JW Reason 
received a congratulatory note, and a gift 
certificate for a free donut.

Families with greater needs received groceries 
as well. Thanks to Principal Mrs. Jacki Prati, 
and all the teachers and tutors who are doing 
so much to serve the community.

Unity Prayer Walk & Westside Fellowship
In response to the ongoing racial discord, over 
30 churches on the westside of Columbus 
came together in the summer to pray. Pastor 
Phil Shimer from the Veritas West congrega-
tion formed relationships with other pastors 
throughout the westside to hold a massive 
prayer walk. The event came out of a confes-
sion of Christians uniting in prayer that there 
has been an underlying division among us as 
Christians, and we need Jesus Christ to bring 
the racial reconciliation that we and the world 
are hungry for.





Learning Extension Centers
In a beautiful display of God’s handiwork, staff 
and volunteers have risen up to offer an LEC 
(Learning Extension Center) at each of our con-
gregations with a goal to meet a critical need 
in the community while building relationships 
with families.

The Short North LEC is offered to Weinland 
Park Elementary Students three days a week 
from 9am - 12pm. 

The Tri-City LEC is managed by a partner, Son 
Ministries, and is held at our building in Hilliard 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3pm  8pm. 

The West LEC is for students at Highland El-
ementary Wednesdays and Thursdays, 12pm - 
4pm.

Caleb Williams volunteers at our Short 
North Learning Extension Center where 
we host children enrolled at Weinland 
Park Elementary. Caleb opens up about 
being a teacher and soccer coach during 
the pandemic. He shares what it’s like to 
work with kids in Columbus City Schools 
and why it matters to him that kids receive 
relationships, attention, stability, love, and 
consistency.

Jennifer Oller, a 
volunteer with 
the West LEC, 
shares what it’s 
been like see 
God open up 
this opportuni-
ty in her life to 
serve the kids.

You can listen to Caleb on the stories tab 
of our app or on YouTube.

Aisha Peterson talks about how God has 
answered our prayers and is opening 
doors for us to connect with people in 
our neighborhood through our Learning 
Extension Center at the Veritas West.

https://youtu.be/HLmvXZFv134
https://son-ministries.org/
https://son-ministries.org/
https://youtu.be/HLmvXZFv134
https://youtu.be/HLmvXZFv134
https://youtu.be/DEK5pMiwEWc
https://youtu.be/DEK5pMiwEWc
https://youtu.be/DEK5pMiwEWc
https://youtu.be/HLmvXZFv134
https://youtu.be/KokudzPlcww
https://youtu.be/KokudzPlcww
https://youtu.be/KokudzPlcww


This year we baptized many in 
partnership with The Refuge, a 
ministry helping men & women 
break free from drug addiction. 

August 30th
Baptism Testimony Stories

October 25th
Baptism Testimony Stories

November 22nd
Baptism Testimony Stories

Making Disciples
The good news of salva-
tion compels us to share 
about the hope we have 
in Jesus and to make dis-
ciples of all those who 
don’t know him, here and 
around the world. We in-
vite you to take a look at 
where our missionaries 
are in the world and ask us 
how you can learn more 
about the work they are 
doing.

Friends from around the world wish you “Merry Christmas”

https://therefugeohio.org/
https://youtu.be/nihPQ86DFSA
https://youtu.be/4RIsYP-J39o
https://youtu.be/RaHBfYMxMJY
https://veritascolumbus.com/missions/
https://veritascolumbus.com/missions/
https://veritascolumbus.com/missions/
https://veritascolumbus.com/missions/
https://youtu.be/KkeYjR1gYyc
https://youtu.be/KkeYjR1gYyc
https://youtu.be/KkeYjR1gYyc
https://youtu.be/KkeYjR1gYyc
https://youtu.be/KkeYjR1gYyc


Engaging Kids & Families
With classrooms closed most of this year, our kids 
volunteers, staff, and parents pivoted with so much 
grace. We held pajama parties, drive-throughs, a virtual 
VBS, produced follow-along worksheets for families, and 
created a Thanksgiving Devotional Video as well as a 
Christmas Devotional Video. All through this, our hope 
has been to  see our children grow in their knowledge 
and love of Jesus!

To those of you who worship from home with your kids, 
we see you and know how hard it can be. We thank you 
for your continued partnership in raising our kids to 
know Jesus.

https://youtu.be/kuk3kjY1fh0
https://youtu.be/kuk3kjY1fh0
https://youtu.be/NUkvilQcmOM
https://youtu.be/YcloxHlC4W4
https://veritascolumbus.com/2020/05/worship-at-home/


COMMUNITY 
GROUPS

Dozens of community group leaders 
continued to bring us together during 
the pandemic. Whether it was creatively 
gathering outside, or hosting us online, we 
have seen our group leaders navigate this 
season with faithfulness, grace, and grit. 
Click on any of the videos below to hear 
from community group leaders share some 
creative ways they’ve been able to faithfully 
keep their community together during the 
pandemic.

Matthew and Maria Caracciolo

Holly and Neil Leonard

Lindsey and Jordan Bernsdorf

https://youtu.be/0HBrDV6vCB4
https://youtu.be/0HBrDV6vCB4
https://youtu.be/0HBrDV6vCB4
https://youtu.be/oJkLzAq1FCY
https://youtu.be/oJkLzAq1FCY
https://youtu.be/oJkLzAq1FCY
https://youtu.be/GAdtCQ_2GJw
https://youtu.be/GAdtCQ_2GJw
https://youtu.be/GAdtCQ_2GJw


LEARNINGLEARNING
This has been a year of growth as we’ve transformed 
our minds with God’s word through preaching, bible 
studies, classes, book studies, and as always, through 
relationship with God and one another.  

In addition to pulling togeher resources for learning 
at home, we have offered the following classes and 
we look forward to many more in 2021: 

• Evangelism trainings
• Exodus Bible Study
• Stephen, First Martyr: Acts 6 & 7
• 1st Samuel
• Soul Care Basics
• Book Studies on Racism & Injustice
• Biblical Justice
• Ministry of the Holy Spirit
• Hermeneutics: How to Study the Bible
• Marriage Classes

 

https://veritascolumbus.com/learning-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/
https://veritascolumbus.com/learning-in-the-time-of-coronavirus/


Reflecting on what Veritas preached in 2020 

In this video, Brad Snyder reflects on all we’ve preached 
through during 2020 at Veritas Community Church, and 
he explains our heart behind preaching expositionally.

https://youtu.be/8auA5w195l8
https://youtu.be/8auA5w195l8
https://youtu.be/8auA5w195l8
https://veritascolumbus.com/go-and-tell/
https://veritascolumbus.com/psalms-i-cry-out-to-you-o-lord/
https://veritascolumbus.com/rhythms-2020/
https://veritascolumbus.com/one-life/
https://veritascolumbus.com/substance-over-shadow/
https://veritascolumbus.com/behold-the-king/


In September of this year, we called all of Veritas into a week-
long journey of prayer for racial unity. Our hope was to better 
understand how the Gospel of Jesus Christ calls us to “do jus-
tice, and to love kindness.”

Each day will went through a short video together where we 
walked through a gospel understanding of the different aspects 
around the topics of racism, reconciliation, and unity.

We did this all for the glory of Jesus – that the world would 
know and be transformed by His restoring grace and salvation! 
We need the Lord to bring restoration, reconciliation and heal-
ing to our communities, cities, nation and to our world.

Day 1: Made in the Image of God
Day 2: Lament
Day 3: Repentance
Day 4: Redeeming Unity in the Church
Day 5: Restoration in the World

GET THE DAILY
VIDEOS BY EMAIL

RESOURCES ON
RACISM

https://veritascolumbus.com/week-of-prayer-for-racial-unity/
https://veritascolumbus.com/week-of-prayer-for-racial-unity/
https://veritascolumbus.com/week-of-prayer-for-racial-unity/
https://veritascolumbus.com/week-of-prayer-for-racial-unity/
https://veritascolumbus.com/racial-reconciliation/
https://veritascolumbus.com/racial-reconciliation/
https://veritascolumbus.com/racial-reconciliation/


Our Partners
So much of the work we do is through partnership with other orga-
nizations, many of which you are heavily involved. Take some time 
to check out a ministry partner of ours. Subscribe to their emails 
lists. Follow them on social media. Find out how you can get in-
volved. You’ll find that many at Veritas are already engaged with 
these organizations to serve the city and share the love of Christ.

The 
Parable
Project

The Parable Project was launched in 
the Linden area this year by Jason 
and Martha Seiple, and it exists to 
enrich teens’ lives by partnering 
with parents and schools, providing 
transportation, recreational 
experiences, and educational 
accountability to promote student 
safety and success.

Son
Ministries

Son Ministries lifts children and 
their families out of suburban 
poverty with a respectful hand up 
by mobilizing the community to 
serve and build relationships with 
our neighbors. 

Cru

Cru’s mission is to win, build and 
send Christ-centered multiplying 
disciples. Some of our members 
work with Cru and your support 
allows them to continue working on 
our campuses and make disciples of 
Christ.

https://parableco.org/
https://parableco.org/
https://www.facebook.com/392650828232192/videos/613124899245146/
https://www.facebook.com/392650828232192/videos/613124899245146/
https://www.facebook.com/parableprojectcolumbus
https://www.instagram.com/parableprojectcolumbus/
https://son-ministries.org/
https://son-ministries.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sonministries
https://www.instagram.com/sonministries/
https://www.cruohiostate.com/
https://www.cruohiostate.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cruohiostate
https://www.instagram.com/cruohiostate/


Our Partners (continued)

Safe Families
for Children

Safe Families for Children is all 
about family support/stabilization, 
preventing abuse and neglect, 
keeping kids out of foster care when 
not needed, and reducing/repairing 
childhood trauma. Many at Veritas 
play some role in helping out 
families. Listen to this story from a 
host family.

Young Life

Young Life introduces adolescents 
to Jesus Christ; help them grow 
in their faith by providing a safe 
environment for students to explore 
their beliefs, cultivate healthy 
relationships, and feel accepted.

IFI

International Friendships Inc 
extends life-changing hospitality 
and friendship to international 
students out of reverence for Jesus.

She Has
A Name

She Has A Name is a nonprofit 
organization committed to engaging 
the community, strengthening 
partner organizations, and 
equipping survivors of human 
trafficking through workforce 
development. 

https://columbus.safe-families.org/
https://columbus.safe-families.org/
https://youtu.be/frAPZiAduUg
https://www.facebook.com/safefamiliescentralOH
https://greatercolumbusoh.younglife.org/
https://greatercolumbusoh.younglife.org/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungLife/
https://www.instagram.com/younglife/
https://columbus.ifipartners.org/
https://columbus.ifipartners.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ificolumbus
https://www.instagram.com/ificolumbus/
https://shehasaname.org/
https://shehasaname.org/
https://www.facebook.com/shehasaname.columbus
https://www.instagram.com/shehasaname_/


Our Partners (continued)

The Refuge

The Refuge offers a 13-month 
residential rehab for men and 
women struggling with drug and 
alcohol addiction at absolutely no 
cost and no insurance needed.

Cultivate

Cultivate partners with Milo-
Grogan residents and community 
stakeholders to know and 
encourage our neighbors; foster 
leadership; and develop a healthy 
and economically vibrant 
neighborhood for underrepresented 
members of the community.

RTNI

RTNI is all about empowering 
people to live out their identity 
in christ through life-on-life 
discipleship.  Based in Milo Grogan, 
RTNI is a community – close 
enough to touch the lives of those 
they serve – adding value through 
holistic ministry.

https://therefugeohio.org/
https://therefugeohio.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheRefugeOhio
https://www.instagram.com/therefugeohio/
http://www.cultivatecdc.com/
http://www.cultivatecdc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cultivatecdc
https://www.instagram.com/cultivatecdc/
https://reachtni.org/
https://reachtni.org/
https://www.facebook.com/reachtni
https://www.instagram.com/rtnicolumbus/

