
SCHEDULE 
Week 1:  
SESSION 1: WHO IS GOD? (Theology) 
SESSION 2: WHAT HAS GOD DONE? (Christology) 
Week 2: 
SESSION 3: WHO ARE WE? (Ecclesiology) 
SESSION 4: WHAT DO WE DO? (Missiology) 
Week 3:  
SESSION 5: CG ISSUES & EXPECTATIONS 
SESSION 6: MAKING A CG PLAN 

SESSION 1: WHO IS GOD? (THEOLOGY) 

WE MUST REMEMBER: We Are Who We Are Because of What Jesus Has Done and Is Doing. Our 
Being comes out of His Doing… and Our Doing Proceeds from Our Being in Christ. 

DOING → BEING 
VS 

GOD’S BEING → GOD’S DOING → MY BEING → MY DOING 

MAIN POINT: 
GOD EXISTS IN LOVING COMMUNITY 

GOD IS TRINITY (EXISTS IN COMMUNITY) 
Genesis 1:2  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.” 

Genesis 3:22  Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing 
good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live 
forever—” 

John 1:1-3 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 

Genesis 2:18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper fit for him.” 
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GOD IS LOVE (AND LOVING) 
1 John 4:8 
Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
  
1 John 4:16 
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love… 

  
John 15:9  
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 

John 17:26 
I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which 
you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.” 

Psalm 86:15  
But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 

Psalm 136:2-3  
[2] Give thanks to the God of gods, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever. 
[3] Give thanks to the Lord of lords, 
 for his steadfast love endures forever; 

  

HIS LOVE FUELS HIS MISSION 
Romans 5:8 
but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

GOD SENDS 
God sends the Redeemer (Jesus) 
John 3:17; 5:23, 24, 30, 36, 37; 6:29, 38, 44, 57; 7:16, 28, 29, 33; 8:18, 26, 29, 42; 9:4; 10:36; 
11:42; 12:44, 45, 49; 13:20; 14:24; 15:21; 16:5; 17:3, 8, 18, 21, 23, 25; 20:21  

John 3:17 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him. 

John 6:29 
Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.” 
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John 17:3  And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent. 

  
God & Jesus send the Helper (Holy Spirit) 
John 14:26; 15:26; 16:7; 20:22 

John 15:26   
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 

Jesus sends His Church 
 John 13:20; 17:18; 20:21 

John 20:21   
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.” 

GOD’S MISSION IN 4 “CHAPTERS” 
CREATION  [The way it was intended] 
One Hebrew word sums up the picture of Genesis 1 and 2: shalom. Peace. Earth was full of God's 
shalom, the kind of peace in which everything works according to God's intention. The world was 
made for human flourishing, there we could live in joy in the presence of our Maker, worshiping 
God by loving Him, enjoying Him, His rule, and one another forever.  (Genesis 1-2) 

FALL   [Kicked out of the garden & separated from God] 
Adam and Eve rejected God's rule over them. We refer to their rebellious choice as "the fall," and 
because the represented all of humanity, their action affects us too. We have-- through our 
attitudes and actions-- declared ourselves to be God's enemies (by being our own gods). This 
rebellion results in physical and spiritual death (Genesis 3) 

PROMISE  [God will rectify the situation] 
God tells us from the beginning He has a plan to reverse the curse and make right what 
Adam and Eve ruined.  We see God reminding His people of His promise throughout the Old 
Testament. (Gen 3:15; 12:1-3; 15:1-21; Jeremiah 31:33; 24:7; 32:28; Ezekiel 36:27-28; 37:14; 
Zech 8:8) 
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REDEMPTION  [Jesus saves] 
Thankfully the loving Creator does not leave sinners to get what they deserve. The sin and 
suffering we brought on ourselves will be atoned for in the sacrificial death of His Son.  Now we 
see how God will rescue and restore His people. In the Person of Jesus Christ, God Himself comes 
to renew the world and restore His people. The grand narrative of Scripture climaxes with the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  Indeed that was the master plan from the beginning. (Luke 24:27; 
Hebrews 1:1-4; Titus 2:13-14; Gal 4:5; 1 Tim 1:15; Acts 2:22-24; Matthew 27:32-28:10; John 12:47; 
2 Cor 5:21; Romans 8:1-3) 

RESTORATION  [New Heavens & Earth] 
The story doesn't end with redemption. God has promised to renew the whole world, and the 
Bible gives us a peak into this glorious future.  All things will be restored under the headship of 
Jesus.  God and His people will once again be together in God’s place.  We will enjoy God and 
each other as we were created to do.  The amazing part is that it will be a “better than Eden” 
experience as we have a unbreakable union with Christ which Adam and Eve didn't experience.  
Evil will be gone for good and the Kingdom fully realized.  (Rev 21:3) 

  

  
GODS MISSION IN HIS PROMISE OF A PEOPLE 
“God has always planned a people for himself, a people to reveal His glory to and display His 
glory through” 

For a concise way to describe God’s plan throughout history this is one of the most 
compelling because it highlights how the gospel creates a community on mission.  Consider 
the summary statement: God has always planned a people for himself.  A people to reveal 
his glory to, and a people to display his glory through.   

In the garden we have a beautiful picture of what it looks like for God to truly commune 
with people.  He has the start of a people for himself.  It is a people who love him and enjoy 
him, who obey him and know his rule is right and good. 

In Genesis 12 God makes a promise to create a people for himself.  These people will come 
from Abraham and they will be a blessing to all of the earth.  As we read through the 
narrative of Scripture we might think that the nation of Israel is that people.  But it doesn’t 
take long to see that the nation of Israel does not fulfill the purposes God has for them.  
They are not the light to the world they are supposed to be.  They become exclusive, 
religious, and doubt that God is really doing good to them.   

There are times when we read accounts in the OT where we think, “Ahh, these are the 
people God created for himself.”  We see them worshipping God and trusting his promises, 
but it is only short lived.   

God then clearly shows that Israel is not the people he has for himself though the prophets 
saying, “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 
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declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people. (Jeremiah 31:33; see also Jeremiah 24:7; 32:28; 
Ezekiel 36:27-28; 37:14; and Zech 8:8). 

In whom is this promise fulfilled?  Of course it is Jesus.  The only true person of God to fully 
follow God and have the desires of God as his desires.  But then because of the union with 
Christ we have as believers in the gospel, we now share in being the fulfillment of that 
passage.  It is the community of Jesus who are the “people of God who have the laws of 
God written on their hearts”.  We have the Holy Spirit who gives us new desires, desires not 
to rebel as we were destined to do in Adam, but desires to love God with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength!   
The truth is that we are that now, but we will really be that once Jesus comes and puts 
death, Satan and sin away forever.  Then we will be with God in the new heavens and new 
earth, enjoying him as we were meant to enjoy him.  He delighting in us and we delighting 
in him.   

Listen to John describe this glorious scene in Revelation 21:3 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with 
man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. 

DISCUSSION (20 mins) 
How does who God is as we just described affect your definition of a disciple?  
In groups of 4-5 write out a list of things you think describe disciples who live out of this identity. (Think 
everyday, perhaps ‘mundane’ things) 

PERSONAL HOMEWORK  
Read John 17 and consider what Jesus says about the mission given to Him and His mission given to 
the church. 

PRAYER 
Gracious God- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Help us to see your love.  Let it be more to us than just a 
concept, but let it amaze us as we think of the extent to which you went to save people like us in 
sending Jesus.  Let us hear anew the loving message of Jesus.  Lead us to repentance and faith.  Give 
us deep seeded joy from the fact that our Redeemer has done it all for us.  May our lives reflect your 
great love.  We love you God.  Amen.   
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SESSION 2: WHAT HAS GOD DONE? (CHRISTOLOGY) 

IT IS NOT JUST IMPORTANT THAT GOD IS THE SENDER, BUT WHO HE SENDS AND WHY IS 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND! 

WHO DID HE SEND? 

Colossians 1:15-20  
[15] He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. [16] For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. [17] And he is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. [18] And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. [19] For in him all the fullness of 
God was pleased to dwell, [20] and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 
  
Hebrews 1:1-3 
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, [2] but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also 
he created the world. [3] He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, 

WHY DID HE SEND JESUS? 

John 1:14 & 18 
[14] And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  [18] No one has ever seen God; the only God, 
who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 

John 14:6-7 
[6] Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. [7] If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.” 

Jesus comes to IMAGE GOD, to reveal God, or in other words, to answer the question WHO IS GOD?   

The God who you have never seen and can never see, Look at me and you’ll see Him.  Know me and 
you’ll know Him.  Watch me and you’ll be seeing Him! 

TO REVEAL HIS LOVE 
Matthew 9:36  
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When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd. 

Luke 7:13  
And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 

Matthew 14:14 
When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them and healed their 
sick. 

Mark 8:1-3 
In those days, when again a great crowd had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he called his 
disciples to him and said to them, “I have compassion on the crowd, because they have been with 
me now three days and have nothing to eat. And if I send them away hungry to their homes, they 
will faint on the way. And some of them have come from far away.” 

John 13:1 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

TO SHOW HIS MISSION 
John 3:17 
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him. 

Mark 9:31 
For he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into 
the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 

Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many. 

John 15:13 
Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 

Matthew 27:45-50  
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the 
ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is 
calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it 
on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 
come to save him.”  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
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TO PROCLAIM HIS MESSAGE 
Mark 2:17 
And when Jesus heard it, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Luke 15:11-32 
[11] And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. [12] And the younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 
between them. [13] Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey 
into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. [14] And when he had 
spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. [15] So he 
went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to 
feed pigs. [16] And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him 
anything. 
[17] “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! [18] I will arise and go to my father, and I will say 
to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. [19] I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ [20] And he arose and came to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. [21] And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ [22] But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on 
his feet. [23] And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. [24] For this my 
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. 
[25] “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. [26] And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 
[27] And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, 
because he has received him back safe and sound.’ [28] But he was angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and entreated him, [29] but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I 
might celebrate with my friends. [30] But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your 
property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ [31] And he said to him, ‘Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. [32] It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this 
your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 

This is the bedrock of everything.  If we don't understand the gospel of grace we certainly won’t 
understand what a community that is established by that gospel should look like. 

REMEMBER, our practice is derived from our identity.  When you approach how to do CG and when you 
approach difficult situations with the people in your group, we are always filtering what to do through 
our understanding of who God is and What God has done.  That is revealed in the Person and work of 
Jesus of Nazareth.  
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SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF JESUS by the Apostle Paul  

Ephesians 2:1-10 
[1] And you were dead in the trespasses and sins [2] in which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience—[3] among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of 
the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. [4] But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, [5] even when we were dead in 
our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—[6] and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. [8] For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, [9] not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. [10] For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
  

Hebrews 2:1 
Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Q: If this was the first time you were reading this what would you conclude about what it means to be a  
     Christian? 

Q: What would you imagine the church would be about? 

Q: With this understanding of the person and work of Jesus, how does that inform how we approach   

- people in our community who are in sin? 
- those content with a comfortable life? 
- those with differing theological beliefs? 
- religious people?  irreligious people? 
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REVIEW LAST WEEK:  
SESSION 1: WHO IS GOD? (Theology) 
• God exists as loving community (Trinity)  
• God’s love was the foundation of His sending 
• God’s love is seen in His mission (Romans 5:8) 

SESSION 2: WHAT HAS GOD DONE? (Christology) 
• God sent His image and His fullness (Col 1:15-20),  the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 

imprint of his nature (Hebrews 1:1-3) 
• Jesus is the revelation of God (answers the question: Who is God?) 
• Jesus reveals God’s love, lives His mission, and proclaims His message. 

THIS WEEK: 
WHO ARE WE? (Ecclesiology) 
WHAT DO WE DO? (Missiology) 

SESSION 3: WHO WE ARE? (ECCLESIOLOGY)  

1. IMAGE BEARERS 

• We are made image bearers of God 
  It is very important to start here.  Often we start from Genesis 3, making the sinful condition of 

man primary or central.  But we must step back and see that the place to begin is man as 
bearing the image of God. 

  Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the 
earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” Genesis 1:26 

So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
Genesis 1:27  

When Adam had lived 130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and 
named him Seth. 
Genesis 5:3 
  
Whoever sheds the blood of man, 
by man shall his blood be shed, 
for God made man in his own image. 
Genesis 9:6 
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  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son… 
  Romans 8:29  

  Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of 
heaven. 

  1 Corinthians 15:49 

  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 

  2 Corinthians 3:18 

2. COMMUNITY OF LOVE (LOVE FOR ONE ANOTHER) 
• LOVE  

• John 15:12-17 

• John 13:34-35 

• 1 John 3:11 

• 1 John 3:23 

• 1 John 4:7 

• 1 John 4:11-12 

• 1 John 4:12 

• Who is God?  He is love.  Who is His church?  His church is Love. 

2 Corinthians 5:20  Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. 

1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into 
his marvelous light. 

3. SENT ONES   
 Jesus in John 20:21 
 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 

I think there is more to what Jesus is saying than merely the act of sending being duplicated.  I 
think he means the whole thing.  In other words I think he means: 

Mission: “You know how the Father sent me as His image to this world?  So I am sending 
you.”   
Presence: “You know how the Father and I are one and what I did He did in and through 
me?  So I am sending you.”   
Message: “You know how I came as a declaration of the God’s love for sinners?  So I am 
sending you.” 

John 17:21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 
may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 
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• Love heard in our message  
• We are sinners in desperate need of a savior 

• Message of hope to the hopeless 

• Message of warning to the religious (Religion wont save you!) 

• Love seen in our mission 
• Why do we pursue relationships with unbelievers?  Because of WHO OUR GOD IS and WHAT HE 

HAS DONE (we experienced it!)  Thats just how it works, God pursues sinners.  His loving 
presence transforms them. 

• What did his love look like?  Mission.  What does the love of His church look like? Mission. 

• Love that pursues 

Love known in His presence (there is an experiential union) 
• Only hope = Jesus IN us 

• God doesn't just send and abandon, nor send with mere instructions, HE first occupies and THEN 
sends 

• Acts 1:4-5  And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.” 

• John 6:57 

• John 14:20-21 

• Galatians 2:20 

• John 14:10-11 

***This necessitates that you have relationships with people who 
don't know Jesus.  And I don't mean you simply know 
people who don't know Jesus.  I mean they are your friends, 
they come to your house, you spend time with them, they 
know about your life, you know their story, their family, etc… 

  

Veritas CG Bootcamp !12



SESSION 4: WHAT DO WE DO? (Missiology)  
Here we are really thinking about the question—What is the purpose of the church? 

• John 17 

• 1 Peter 2:9  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 

Definition of a CG: 
Short version: A community of Christ followers living in community and on mission together. 
Longer version: A community of Christ followers and seekers living together on mission with God; 
focussing on delighting in, displaying, and declaring the love of God to one another and their neighbors. 

What does that look like? 

THREE STRANDS OF EVANGELISM 

*REQUIRES SEEING THE INSEPARABLE UNION OF COMMUNITY AND MISSION. 

How do we transition from seeing CG as a weekly event to a people on mission? 
Re-orienting your life around delighting, displaying, and declaring TOGETHER 
You need to hear the radical nature of this way of life.  And it is a way of life.  We believe it is the normal 
Christian life, but it may be different than what many of us are used to.   

We have to see our lives taking on a new orbit.  Naturally, our lives orbit around ourselves.  Thats just our 
fallen human nature.  But now we are calling you to orbit your life around the purpose of God - enjoying 
God’s love, loving one another, and inviting others to come experience it.  Sometimes we use the terms 
Delighting, Displaying and Declaring to describe what we are doing 
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We are not asking you to add anything to your schedule (necessarily), but rather to do what you do with 
the ideas of delight, display, and declare in mind.  This is going to mean your life is going to be lived in 
community and on mission.  

As CG leaders, our job is to help the group look around and ask the questions-  
• How can we delight in God together? 
• Where can we (together) display and declare the good news that God loves sinners? 

This is going to mean a movement away from a life of solidarity into a life in community; a shared life.  
One author and pastor describes it as “Life on Life 17/7”.  What he means is that as Christians 
committed to this type of life we have lives and homes that are open to one another.  This doesn't mean 
we HAVE to be around each other all day every day, but that we are open and pursue one another. 

Take the example of a meal.  You are going to eat dinner anyway, so why not think about how you can 
do it in a way that displays and declares.  What would that look like?  Maybe it looks like inviting a few 
people from your CG and your neighbors over to enjoy dinner with you.  Now your neighbors 
(presuming they don’t know Jesus) get to experience a slice of heaven!  They get to experience a 
practice round for the marriage supper of the lamb!  They get to experience you loving them and they 
get to see how you love the CG friends you’ve invited.  That may seem insignificant, but if delighting, 
displaying, and declaring is our aim then this is indeed ministry! 

EXERCISE: Think about your weekly schedule, what are some ways you could do what you are already 
doing, but do it with gospel intentionality (involving community and mission)?  Come up with three 
ideas. 
             
          
HOMEWORK 
1. How do unbelievers around you hear the gospel?  What do they think its about?  Why do you think 

that is?  How could your CG be part of changing that?  

2. Take a prayer walk in your neighborhood asking God to show you where you can step in and love 
your neighbors. 

  
3. Take the Contextualization Assessment Starter and fill it out for next week 
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Being a faithful loving presence 
Relationships with believers and unbelievers are not all that different.  In both cases 
we are there when times are good and when times are bad.  Specifically when 
times get tough is when people really need our love and care.  Think about this as 
you pursue relationships with unbelievers— at some point in life we face hardships, 
that is a time when we often seek faith and need people to come around us and 
love us.  We hope at these times people will be especially open to hearing about 
the love of God in Christ.



SESSION 5: ISSUES AND EXPECTATIONS IN CG’S 
  

REVIEW LAST WEEK: 
SESSION 3: WHO ARE WE? (Ecclesiology) 
• Made as Image Bearers of God 
• Sent to love the world as Christ loves the world 

SESSION 4: WHAT DO WE DO? (Missiology) 
• Defined a CG as “A community of Christ followers living in community and on mission together” 

• Discussed what it would look like for a CG to re-orient our lives around delighting, displaying, and 
declaring the good news together.


DISCUSSION of Contextualization Starter: 

THREE CONCEPTS BUILT INTO A CG: 

Transferable, Reproducible, and Sustainable 
 ◦ Transferrable - they can go into any culture and context (not culturally specific) 

 ◦ Reproducible - not only can they go into any kind of culture, but they can be done by 

any kind of person 

 ◦ Sustainable - could continue on in everyday life without tons of money and resources 

What can be some effects of not having one of these factors? 
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ROLE DESCRIPTION: CG LEADER  
As a Community Group leader you are leading the mission of your group and responsible for the care of 
your group members.  You are not to be the one doing all the leading and caring, a healthy group will 
have shared leadership, but you are responsible for seeing that the rhythms of Veritas are being lived out 
in your group. 

QUALITIES OF A CG LEADER 
• Life marked by gospel repentance and gospel faith 
• Understands the Biblical Narrative (Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration) 
• Can shepherd CG members toward Jesus in the midst of sin and brokenness 
• Models a life lived in community and on mission 

RESPONSIBILITIES:  
Pray    
We are not able to create or manufacture ministry.  We are seeking to understand where God is at 
work and join Him there.  It is essential that CG Leaders are seeking guidance from our Senior Pastor
— Jesus Christ— asking Him where He is working and asking Him to minister through you to those in 
their CG. 

Love 
CG Leaders need to have a real love both for the people they are leading and the people they are 
hoping to reach.  This means you will be praying for your CG members, take interest in their spiritual 
development, and be available to them when needed. 

Lead 
CG Leaders will need to lead by living life as part of a community on mission and calling others in 
the group to join them!  This does not mean the leader is there to do all the ministry, but rather to 
invite and involve others. 

THREE THINGS NEEDED IF YOU ARE GOING TO LEAD A GROUP: 
Open Lives - If you consistently resist others being involved in your life, leading a group isn't for you 
right now.  Leading a group is about being part of a family.  You will need to lead in having a life that 
others can be apart of, both in the activities of your life and the status of your heart.  

Open Schedules - Availability is a ‘must’.  Ministry doesn't always wait for convenient times to show up.  
Opportunities for mission don’t either!  CG Leaders need to have a schedule that is open to being 
changed for the purpose of mission and ministry. 

Open Homes - Your home will play a central role in the life of your group.  If you aren’t prepared to have 
an ‘open door policy’ then it will be difficult to establish a CG that lives like family.  CG leaders should 
encourage their group to just ‘drop by’ your house. We are a family who welcomes each other even 
when its inconvenient. 

CARES FOR: CG Members 
CARED FOR BY:  CG Coach  

Veritas CG Bootcamp !16



SESSION 6: CREATING A CG PLAN 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
When we say that the structure of a CG is flexible depending on your mission, we don’t mean that there 
shouldn't be a structure.  Rather, we are saying that since your structure depends on your mission, we 
don't mandate one structure.  What we call each group to is live according to who we are as image 
bearers involved in His mission.  
The task of a CG Leader is to ask the question: “How do we live as a community on mission?”   You have 
to decide what that specifically looks like.  Spend time in prayer asking God to reveal to you what he 
wants for your group. Ask questions like: How can you care for one another?  and How can you invite 
unbelievers to be part of this gospel community?  

We are fully confident in the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you in this task.  The Community Life Pastor, 
your CG coach, and other CG Leaders are certainly here to think and pray through things with you as 
well.  We encourage you to spend time in prayer with those who will  be part of your CG and ask God 
for direction.   

STEP 1: THE MISSION STATEMENT OF YOUR CG 
The first task is to draft a mission statement for your group.  Since the mission is important to helping 
decide how you organize ourselves (structure), this is a good first step.  Some helpful questions would 
be: Who has the Holy Spirit put on your heart to reach?  Who is around you (where you live)?  Who are 
the people you are already reaching out to?  Has the Lord given you a compassionate heart towards a 
certain people? If you aren’t sure, thats ok, pray and ask God to reveal it to you. 

Here is a couple examples of what a mission statement might look like: 
“We exist to display and declare the gospel to the people of the Weinland Park” 
“We are following Jesus and sharing His good news with the Brookside Woods neighborhood” 
“We exist to introduce the tattoo community of Columbus to Jesus” 
“We are following Jesus in ministering to the families of Longfellow Elementary School” 

STEP 2: CREATING A STRUCTURE FOR YOUR CG 
As you create a structure for your CG, remember two things: 

1. You are creating a structure that allows you to be a community on mission.  That means it 
allows you to love and care for one another (grow in relationship with each other and God) 
and display who God is to those you are reaching. 

2. Be flexible!  As you start living out the structure you’ve put together remember to hold it 
with an open hand.  The structure may need to change, the structure may not work as well as 
you thought. 

What we suggest is to get a month calendar and write down what “regular” group life will look like.  I say 
“regular” because if your group is healthy there will be lots of interaction besides the scheduled meeting 
times.   
The following are elements of Veritas CG’s that we hope every group will engage in over time: 

1. Family Meals 
2. Bible Study/Sermon Discussion 
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3. Shepherd Groups (smaller group, 3-4 people getting together for prayer/encouragement/
etc.) 

4. Service 

Maybe your CG celebrates God’s grace by having a meal together twice a month, Shepherd Groups 
twice a month, and participate in service once a month.  Maybe you do a meal every week and study the 
bible together before the meal.  Maybe twice a month you have separate men’s/women’s time.  Maybe 
once a month you meet at the park and interact with neighbors.  Be creative, be prayerful, be bold, and 
be led by the Spirit! 

Once you have a regular structure together you’ll review it with your CG Coach. 

HOW ARE GROUPS ORGANIZED?  (SYSTEM OF CARE & COACHING) 

In order to provide a healthy system of care for CG leaders, each Veritas Congregation has CG Coaches.  
Each CG Coach has 4-5 CG Leaders assigned to them who they coach, support, and love.  The CG 
Coach serves the CG Leader. 
The Community Life Pastor will provide coaching and care to the CG Coaches, coming along side them 
to help them lead and care for their congregation.  The Community Life Pastor serves the CG Coaches. 
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THE INITIAL MEETINGS OF A NEW GROUP 
Prayer - Spend a lot of time in prayer.  Your prayers should be centered around displaying and declaring  
the gospel.  As CG members interact with unbelievers begin praying for them together, asking God to 
open their heart to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Pray for boldness to share the gospel with these people.  
Pray for opportunities to spend time with them and introduce your other CG members to them. 

Read through the book of Acts - Have everyone read a chapter a day.  Get together and discuss it 
once several times a month. 

Story -Take time to learn each others stories.  Where/How did you grow up?  When did you meet Jesus?  
Tell us about your family.  What is your job?  What are you passionate about? 
Knowing each others story is helpful to allow us to bring GOD’S STORY (the gospel) to bear in each 
others lives.  We want to look for places of intersection; places where God’s Story can inform our story.  
We also want to listen to unbelievers stories and see them through the lens of God’s Story so that we can 
show them how the two are connected (or not connected).  This changes evangelism from merely 
communicating facts to communicating hope! 

Have fun together - It might sound weird, but if we are going to display the future kingdom to the 
watching world, we think enjoyment should be high on that list.  Spend time eating meals together, 
enjoying good drinks and conversation on the porch or patio, play games together, have parties, etc.  
Worship God together by enjoying each other and His creation!  That will be an easy thing to invite 
anyone into!   

Involve Unbelievers from the beginning.  If you don't it will be a struggle to make the switch to being a 
community on mission.  Its easy for all of us to get into the rut of being an exclusive community.  From 
the beginning involve those who don't yet know Jesus and it will help set the tone that this group is 
about mission. 

Helpful Resources for CG ministry: 
Total Church by Timmis and Chester 
Everyday Church by Timmis and Chester 
Center Church by Keller 
Community by House 
Life Together by Bonhoeffer 
The Community of the King by Snyder 
Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands by Tripp 
The Tangible Kingdom by Halter 
The Gospel in a Pluralist Society by Newbigin 
Planting Missional Churches by Stetzer 
Breaking the Missional Code by Stetzer 

Soma School Videos:     http://wearesoma.com/resources/soma-school-videos/ 
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Reflections, what did we not cover that you think we should 
have?, clarifications, questions??? 
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