
2014
EVIDENCES OF GRACE

VERITAS

“Like most years, 2014 is ending too quickly. Thankfully, God’s vision and hope for 
us is not bound by a calendar and we expect to see him continue His work in our 
church family over the years. But as we reflect on 2014 I am reminded of David’s 
prayer in Psalm 145 - 

David’s tone of worship is not necessarily because of a great year of great things 
going on in his life but it’s a standing conviction that God is King, greatly to be 
praised, always! 

Veritas does have a lot of tangible and intangible things to point to and say “great 
is the LORD.” Baptisms, new community groups and new congregations—to that we 
say “every day I will bless you!” Deeper discipleship to clarity of mission—to that we 
say “his greatness is unsearchable!” Financial provision to new buildings—to that 
we say “praise your name forever and ever!” But even if 2014 was a year of failed 
mission and broken vision we still lift our eyes to declare “Great is the LORD, and 
greatly to be praised!” 

I hope that every year when we reflect on all that has happened within our church 
that we would be a people who are quick to bless God before we ask him to bless us. 
That we would know that Jesus’ promises claim us before we claim his promises. 
That we would rejoice that Jesus Christ is our rock and salvation through storms 
and abundance. His Greatness is Unsearchable! 

Nick Nye
Lead Pastor

 I will extol you, my God and King,
  and bless your name forever and ever.
 Every day I will bless you
  and praise your name forever and ever.

God’s Greatness is Unsearchable!
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We gather as a community in Christ to remember 
the glory of God and the covenant made by and 
with Him. We gather to encourage and build up the 
Church in the gospel. We gather by the ministries 
of the Word and the Spirit of God. Gathered 
worship is an encounter with the people of God, 
filled with the Spirit of God, spurring one another 
along in the mission of God.

45 PEOPLE
BAPTIZED

Baptism is an important part of the Christian faith 
as a memorable event in the life of the believer 
as well as a public declaration of faith. Most 
importantly, it is an instruction straight from Jesus 
Himself (Matthew 28:18). This year, forty-five were 
baptized and proclaimed that Jesus Christ is Lord 
in their testimonies at the Sunday Gatherings. 

CLICK HERE TO READ MORE  TESTIMONIES

SERMON SERIES

GIVING & BUDGET

$728,615.40 MONEY 
GIVEN

This year, Veritas grew in generosity. Attendance grew by 9%, but giving 
increased by 22%. Because of the gospel, our transformed hearts no longer seek 
to claim things for themselves, but rather to pour out all things that others may 
come to know the joy of being in God’s family (2 Corinthians 5:16-21). Check out 
veritascolumbus.com/stewardship for resources on stewarding your money.

does not include month of December

Most Connect teams are full of healthy volunteers, and we have seen smoother services, and more 
engagement with visitors. We have been able to see consistent follow-up on Connect Cards from Community 
Groups and ministry leaders.

CONNECT

Veritas plans to preach on the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians, through the book of Acts, a series through the 
Psalms, a series on the whole gospel, and a series on the minor prophets.

2015 SERMON SERIES

VERITAS EAST
Catching Veritas by joyful surprise, God supplied 
a building and gathering space through the 
generosity of Hope Community Fellowship. 
Veritas East now meets weekly at 10am, officially 
launching January 4th at 2866 Noe Bixby Road. 
Core members host four community groups.

LEAD PASTOR: JOSH REMY

SHORT NORTH BUILDING PURCHASED

779

VERITAS WEST
Veritas West was born out of three collaborating 
churches, united missionally in the Franklinton/
Hilltop area. Former Refuge Church congregants 
gather in Upper Arlington Lutheran Church’s 
Hilltop Building as Veritas West, the fourth 
congregation of Veritas.

LEAD PASTOR: WES THOMPSON

Veritas purchased the Short North building, saving a jaw-dropping $100,000 a year. 
Owning the building deepens our roots and sings to the tune of “in the city, for the 
city.” Veritas Short North has expanded in the arts, the cultivate ministry, and racial 
reconciliation initiatives. 

NEW CONGREGATIONS

http://veritascolumbus.com/baptism
http://veritascolumbus.com/category/sermons/tag/series-genesis/
http://veritascolumbus.com/category/sermons/tag/series-a-movement-of-grace/
http://veritascolumbus.com/category/sermons/tag/series-a-movement-of-prayer/
http://veritascolumbus.com/category/sermons/tag/series-the-problem-of-pain/
http://veritascolumbus.com/stewardship


Engaged and married couples came together 
throughout the year to explore topics like theology, 
communication, money, biblical roles, and sex. Many 
teamed up with other couples for mentoring.

Dozens of people attended the Veritas Foundation 
Classes to learn more about what we are as a church 
and who we are as believers, laying out the vision and 
values of Veritas. 

Hundreds of men came together to focus on Acts 
4, living on mission, facing adversity, being joyfully 
bold, and living out the audacious claim of the gospel. 
The purpose of Act Like Men is to challenge men to 
fight for the radical transformation of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in their personal lives.

The opportunity to hear the rich truth of what God’s 
extravagant grace towards us means as we continue 
to pursue righteousness and continue to fail from 
an incredible, godly woman, Barb Duguid, was a 
blessing and encouragement to the women of Veritas. 
We learned together, prayed together and enjoyed 
time connecting with one another.

This year we had the blessing of hearing from women within 
our own community lead us in Gospel Living and How to 
Study the Bible. 

WOMEN IN THE WORD WEEKEND WITH RANDY NABORS
Randy is the founder of the New City Network and mobilizes 
congregations for urban mercy ministry. His work has had 
substantial influence on Veritas.

VERITAS LEARNING 2015

Formations classes are about the nitty gritty of Christian living, discipleship issues 
that apply to every Christian. There are more classes to come, but Veritas strongly 
encourages everyone to participate in these essential four. All classes are 3-4 weeks 
long.

FORMATIONS CLASSES

FOUNDATIONS CLASSES

LEADERSHIP CLASSES

Foundations Class is a class that talks about everything that makes us what we are 
as a church and who we are as believers, laying out the vision and values of Veritas. 
Veritas Foundations is required for all new members. Takes place in one weekend.

Leadership classes are for those seeking formal leadership in the church– positions 
like women ministry leaders, community group leaders, elders and deacons. 
Leadership classes require a year long commitment.

In an effort to provide more opportunities for learning 
for the entire church we are transitioning from Veritas 
School of Theology to Veritas Learning.  

Think of Veritas Learning, not as a program per se, but 
more as a rhythm of the life of Veritas’ers. It’s not so 
much something to complete as something to be a part 
of.  Instead of thinking of the beginning and end, think 
more of simply engaging in learning as a follower of 
Jesus. 

Find out more at veritascolumbus.com/learn

CLASSES & CONFERENCES

CBS (City Bible School), is a week long experience for kids ages 
4-12 years old. The kids experienced God and encountered Him 
in the Bible through vibrant worship, crazy games and quality 
time with friends and neighbors. The theme was “Building 
Blocks,” our Veritas Foundations class contextualized for kids. 
We worked through the rhythms of our church: Learn, Worship, 
Servant, Community, and Mission. 

50+ KIDS ATTENDED
CITY BIBLE SCHOOL

http://veritascolumbus.com/learn
http://veritascolumbus.com/foundations
http://veritascolumbus.com/marriage/
http://actlikemencolumbus.com
http://veritascolumbus.com/womens-retreat/
http://vimeo.com/veritascolumbus/learning
http://veritascolumbus.com/learn/#formations
http://veritascolumbus.com/learn/#foundations
http://veritascolumbus.com/learn/#leadership
http://veritascolumbus.com/learn


STATESIDE

Veritas invested money and time into funding and 
coaching leadership at Renaissance Church as the 
church was planted in Pittsburgh, PA.

Countless members live missionally through 
community groups, in their workplaces, 
and in student ministries. A handful of 
college students participated in temporary, 
overseas trips and state-side projects through 
parachurch ministries.

91NEW
MEMBERS 351TOTAL

MEMBERS 45

PEOPLE
BAPTIZED

LIVING MISSIONALLY

For the past four years, a Veritas family has visited with Columbus refugees, eaten their food and 
learned their language. In the process, they also taught English, tutored and shared the gospel. This 
year, the family has left Columbus to begin training for missions work in Africa.

HORN OF AFICA

OVEREAS

Kelci Haydocy graduated from OSU as an Epidemiologist with a specialization in Global Health. She 
moved back to Haiti, working for Mission for Hope. Kelci is an active member at Veritas Community 
Church, supported by an advocacy team and the Knables community group. Kelci came back to 
Columbus in the fall of 2014 for a short break from her work in Haiti. We caught up with her to hear 
some stories. Click here to watch the video.

HAITI

LONDON, ENGLAND

As seen in recent years, God is doing incredible 
things all across Europe. The need for evangelism 
and discipleship to move forward is critical and 
strategic. It is to that end that the Workmans are 
partnering with an incredible missions organization 
called Greater Europe Mission. (GEM) www.
gemission.org

With the goal of rapidly reproducing disciples and 
churches, GEM seeks to reach the entire continent 
of Europe and, through its influence, ultimately 
reach the world with the Gospel. GEM is working to 
ignite discipleship movements in 50 cities over the 
next five years by reproducing disciples of Jesus 
who make other disciples. London is one of those 
major target cities.

Why London?

4 London is a city of world influence: culturally, financially, politically, and intellectually. 

4 Forbes magazine recently named London the most influential city in the world, validating it as a 
critical location for evangelism and discipleship.

4 Only 2-5% of British people are believing Christians

4 Most Londoners do not know another person in their lives who is a Christian

4 London is a place to reach the world in one city: nearly half its population are not British

4 What is happening spiritually in Europe may be a glimpse into the future of the United Sates

As part of this mobilization effort with GEM, the Workmans’ goal is to equip Britons to engage their own 
people in increasing numbers, as churches and communities of God’s people are growing up in coffee 
shops, homes, and other public venues. The family has been appointed to a ministry team in central 
London, focused on Kahaila, a Cafe-Church Plant. (www.kahaila.com) Their role will be to pastor and 
care for the leaders of several different ministries/church plants, developing a culture of discipleship 
and developing new, young leaders within the Body. 

Christine Ferch (Pellegrini) returned to live in Columbus after five years of missionary service in 
Nepal, where she met another missionary Mark Ferch. The two got married in March and now Mark 
serves as an intern with Veritas, reaching the next generation at Tri-Village.

NEPAL

 It was a very strange thing to be in a third world country and hear Jesus call us back to a first world city. 
Christine had been in Nepal for four years already, working with people living with HIV and AIDS. I had been there 
two years, spending my time trekking to remote villages to share the Gospel, and writing stories of what God was doing 
in Nepal. Life was tough for us. The people we were ministering to had hearts hardened by centuries of Hinduism, the 
weather was either unbearably hot and rainy in the summer or extremely cold in the winter. I had suffered from many 
illnesses, I contracted Hepatitis E during my first five months in the country and I came down with Typhoid when I was 
in a remote village, hours away from the closest hospital. 
 But we were happy. 
 We were living in God’s will and we felt it. Joy was palpable in our lives despite the hardness of our situation 
and the persecution we faced from the very people we were trying to love. But we were where God had led each of us 
individually, and then eventually, together. 
 I arrived in Nepal when Christine had already been there for almost two years. I came ready to change the 
country for Jesus. I had no idea how much He would use the country to change me. Christine and I served on the 
same team but in different ministries, and it wasn’t until seven months into my commitment that we started being 
around each other on a consistent basis. We were randomly put in the same Bible study and started getting to know 
each other. When I started to like her I couldn’t tell her. The rules about dating teammates were very strict, and I had 
to tell my leaders that I wanted to date her. They prayed about it in order to discern if it was the Lord’s will for us to 
date. I wasn’t worried; I knew she would be my wife before I asked my leader’s permission to date her. After I had been 
in Nepal for one year, our leaders gave me their permission and I finally was able to meet with Christine. Only then, 
after five months of waiting, did I discover that my feelings were mutual. We started dating, both of us knowing it was 
the beginning of the rest of our lives together. But we had no idea what that would look like. I still had a year left in my 
commitment, and Christine had three. 
 We started dating in February, by July I came to my senses and finally proposed. During this time the Lord 
spoke to me about the Next Generation. About young boys and girls growing up in broken, hopeless families who 
desperately need to hear about Jesus and be discipled in following him. This was a strange calling for me, for most of 
my training and experience was in the Journalism world. But when you hear a calling from the Lord, it is a constant, 
steady tug on your heart. It’s a gentle force that pulls you through doubt, fear, anxiety and any other thing that makes it 
seem impossible. I told Christine that after Nepal I wanted to serve in youth ministry somewhere, to love and care for 
middle schoolers and high schoolers. We did the only thing we could do at the time. We started to pray. 
 A few months later we felt that the Lord was leading us to live in Columbus when we came home to get married. 
Our leaders gave Christine permission to end her commitment in Nepal early and to come home with me when my two 
years of service were complete.  Around this time Christine Skyped with Courtney Snyder and told her about our desire 
to work with youth after Nepal. Brad Snyder overheard this part of their conversation, and shared about his desire 
to have someone reach out to the Next Generation through the Tri-Village congregation. Sensing that the Lord was 
introducing us to a new piece of his plan, we Skyped Brad and Courtney a few weeks later. 
 We told them we were coming back to the States and were going to live in Columbus, and asked them if we 
could get married at Veritas. Brad assured us we could and even agreed to be the one to marry us. Then we started 
talking about what we would be doing. 
 “We have been praying about working in youth ministry and really feel called to it,” I remember saying. “Do you 
know of any ways I can serve in this area?”
 He offered me a potential internship with Veritas: Tri-Village.
 Christine and I were amazed. We both came to Nepal single. I had no idea what I would do after my 
commitment, and she had already signed up for an additional 3 years before we even met each other. But God had been 
authoring our story before we even knew each other existed. He spoke to us and we only needed to obey. 
 We came back to the States in January 2014 and spent some time getting to know one another’s family. In 
March we moved to Columbus to prepare for the wedding and find an apartment. We got married on March 29th, went 
on our honeymoon, and moved into our place together once we were married. I started my internship at Veritas, and 
she started a new job as an administrator at a small company in the city. Her work largely supports my youth ministry 
and enables me to raise support and spend my energy ministering to the students of Columbus, specifically in the Tri-
Village area. 
 Before I met Christine I had never been to Columbus before. Now here we are, members of the church that 
sent her to Nepal five years ago and welcomed her (and me) back on her return. God has humbled us so very much by 
providing for our every need, leading us to a church that loves and serves us. 
 But it hasn’t all been easy. I am still suffering from the effects of Typhoid and Hepatitis, and it seems like I 
schedule more meetings with doctors than youth. Culture shock and re-entry has led us through several struggles with 
depression, and being in a new city has been very lonely at times. We’ve held each other as we’ve cried, doubting why 
we’re in Columbus and wondering if we’re doing something wrong because everything is just so hard. But then the 
Spirit stirs, reminding us of the Gospel as we speak it to each other in our darkest moments. We remind each other that 
our God is a good God, and has only ever been faithful to us. We are inspired to be faithful to Him. 
 For now we are thrilled to be living in Columbus, working with Veritas and being a part of its vision to transform 
this city with the Gospel. We are dedicated to seeing a youth ministry thrive at the Tri-Village congregation, and hope 
to start our family here, founded on the Gospel that has saved us. 
 One day we both desire to return to the mission field. We have been called to be missionaries for the rest of our 
lives, and whether that’s in a third world country or a first world city, we just need only to obey His calling.

by Mark Ferch
Member and Intern
Veritas Communnity Church

EVIDENCE OF GRACE - RETURNING FROM NEPAL, BY MARK FERCH

PEOPLE
BAPTIZED

http://vimeo.com/veritascolumbus/kelci-haydocy
http://vimeo.com/veritascolumbus/kelci-haydocy


2 NEW
PASTORS

Scott Hambrick - Tri-Village
Josh Remy - East

8 NEW COMMUNITY 
GROUPS

24 NEW COMMUNITY 
GROUP LEADERS

5 NEW BIBLE STUDIES 
IN AREA SCHOOLS

2 NEW STUDENT-SPECIFIC
COMMUNITY GROUPS

Weinland Park, Milo Grogan, and Hilltop

There are countless evidences of grace happening in 
community. Follow #veritasportraits on instagram 
to catch a glimpse of the way Veritas lives together 
as a community of believers. 

2015 is bringing a lot of changes with it regarding Veritas Women and we are praying and trusting God in the midst of all 
the transitions! We are excited for the leadership of our ministry to become decentralized allowing more freedom within 
each congregation to raise up leaders and contextualize their means for connecting, equipping and mobilizing women in 
their community. We look forward to how the Lord will provide and move through the women of Veritas to be a blessing in 
their work, homes, the church, this city, and the world. 

VERITAS WOMEN 2015

Men and women are walking alongside one another, learning to speak the gospel in to all aspects of life, and discipling one 
another toward great dependence on Jesus. We hear stories weekly ranging from wading through transitions in life stages, 
to failing marriages, lifelong struggles with sin, career and life decisions. We hear stories about groups serving the city 
together and caring for one another.

COMMUNITY GROUPS & SHEPHERD GROUPS

#VERITASPORTRAITS

VERITAS STUDENTS 2015

EXPECTATIONS OF GRACE 2015

Catching Veritas by joyful surprise, God supplied a building and gathering space through the generosity of Hope 
Community Fellowship. Veritas East now meets weekly at 10am, officially launching January 4th at 2866 Noe Bixby Road. 
Core members host four community groups.

2 NEW CONGREGATIONS

Veritas West was born out of three collaborating churches, united missionally in the Franklinton/Hilltop area. Former 
Refuge Church congregants gather in Upper Arlington Lutheran Church’s Hilltop Building as Veritas West, the fourth 
congregation of Veritas.

Our hope for 2015 is to raise up 25 total Student Ministry 
Leaders who are each reaching 12 total students and 
moving toward a discipleship relationship with 3 of 
them. So our hope is to have 75 students regularly 
attending The Gallery



Community Groups across Columbus have served the city in 
untrackable ways. Whether it was tutoring refugees, clustering 
together to partner with Stowe, or providing transportation to 
people in transitional housing, Veritas served Columbus because 
Christ first served her. Here are just a few highlights, especially 
as they relate to mercy and community development.

3 VISION
TEAMS

1. Reconciliation and Divserity
2. Homelessness
3. Affordable Housing

810 TUTORING
HOURS

Tutoring in Milo Grogan & Weinland Park, around 42-45 kids each week

for 42 KIDS

300
PEOPLE TRAINED ON HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING AWARENESS

$25,200
RAISED FOR
MY SISTER’S PLACE, 
HOME FOR SURVIVORS

In 2015, She Has A Name will 
develop into a separate entity 
that is self-sustaining, with the 
mission to empower survivors.

Liz and Stanley, two servant leaders at Veritas Community Church, have been living in a homeless camp near the Short 
North building. They came regularly to Veritas and formed a relationship with Emily Stiving and Amy Byler, who became 
their advocates. 

Years ago, Liz made a tough choice. She left the comfort of her father’s house, escaping an addiction-fueling relationship, 
to live on the streets. Staying meant addiction. Leaving meant homelessness. Liz moved onto the streets, starting out under 
Mound and 270. While it was scary at first, Liz decided to call it “permanent camping.” Listen to the following audio clips to 
hear Liz and Stanley talk about surviving the streets, meeting each other, getting married, and coming to Veritas.

HOMELESS ADVOCACY MODEL

“I don’t believe in coincidences. I was 
just asking God to take me back to the 
family. And just when I came in here 
you were reading about the prodigal 
son. Thank you, Jesus. God is saying 
to me, ‘I’ll take you back.’” -  James
James is one of several residents who attended the first meeting 
of Veritas’ new community group at the Commons at Third, 
a transitional shelter in Grandview run by National Church 
Residences.

COMMUNITY AT THE COMMONS

VERITASCOLUMBUS.COM

4 Strengthen community partnerships and service opportunities in minority neighborhoods 

4 Train 15 Advocates and 5 Financial Coaches to work 1-1 with homeless individuals 

4 Roll out the first Mercy Class in February 2015, a 4-week long opportunity to be trained in Veritas Mercy 

4 Have wo Homeless Advocates per Connect team that will be trained on how best to engage the homeless community in 
our neighborhood on Sunday mornings.

EXPECTATIONS OF GRACE 2015

STOWE MISSION

Austin Hill and his family moved from rural 
Marysville, OH to Parsons Ave to follow a calling 
they had to love and serve the hard parts of the 
inner city. Stowe Mission (stowemission.org) 
is an inner-city ministry on the south side of 
Columbus, striving to make food, education, and 
health care readily accessible to their community. 
This video chronicles Austin’s story of how 
God has worked through both him and Stowe in 
making Parsons a better place for everyone. This 
year, three south-side community groups worked 
together to serve people at the Stowe Center.

http://veritascolumbus.com/2014/11/stanley-liz-permanent-camping/
http://veritascolumbus.com/2014/11/stanley-liz-permanent-camping/
http://veritascolumbus.com/2014/04/community-at-the-commons/
http://veritascolumbus.com/2014/04/community-at-the-commons/
https://vimeo.com/104310773
https://vimeo.com/104310773

