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THE VERITAS STORY
Veritas was born out of a desire to see a gospel-centered 
church community exist in Columbus. In the winter 
of 2007, Nick and Brittany Nye arrived in Columbus 
and began to meet with a handful of friends to pray 
and plan about starting Veritas. God provided friends 
and leaders, such as Joe and Renee Byler as well 
as Brad and Courtney Snyder, to journey through 
planting a church. Those church planters dreamed 
big, faced disappointments, and enjoyed times of great 
encouragement. In the midst of it all, God continued to 
affirm that their hope of beginning Veritas was aligned 
with His.

October 5th, 2008 Veritas officially launched gatherings 
in an old church building on Neil Ave and Fourth 
Ave. The leaders prayed, toiled, and thankfully some 
people showed up and joined the family. God quickly 
multiplied Veritas from a handful to a city full. Veritas 
partnered with others to plant churches locally and 
internationally, raised up new elders, deacons and 
members, and saw the mission expand from the Short 
North neighborhood to greater Columbus.

In 2012, Veritas launched a second congregation, 
Veritas Tri-Village that is now named Tri-City, under 
the leadership of pastor Brad Snyder. In the urban/
suburban neighborhood of Upper Arlington, Veritas 
Tri-City grew and presented many unique challenges 
in a new context yet the gospel. The search for Tri-City 
to have a permanent location started in 2017. Not only 
were we outgrowing the space, but the restraints that 
came with a mobile setup prevented us from doing the 
kinds of neighborhood-focused ministries we longed to 
see. The old Hilliard Library on Cemetery Rd was a God-

send, accessible to people in Hilliard, Upper Arlington, 
Dublin and other areas of Columbus where many Tri-
City people already lived. The building enabled us to 
anchor ourselves in the community where we hope to 
reach people across socio-economic and ethnic lines. 

As God was growing Veritas Short North and Veritas 
Tri-City, a core group of eastside commuters formed a 
core team to launch Veritas East on January 4th, 2015. 
But after three years of public ministry on the east 
side, Veritas came to terms with the discontinuation 
of Veritas East as a congregation. Even though the east 
congregation didn’t take shape as Veritas intended, 
God’s transformational works were undeniable as 
people found new life in Christ and were baptized. In 
the meanwhile, Veritas developed partnerships and 
relationships with other churches and ministries on the 
eastside.

At the same time a powerful partnership formed with 
a church formerly called Refuge Church in Grove 
City. Refuge Church merged with Veritas under the 
leadership of Wes Thompson and moved into the 
Hilltop neighborhood. Veritas West launched launched 
January 4th, 2015. In September, 2019 Veritas installed 
Phil Shimer as West Lead Pastor.

Since 2008, Veritas went from a few people to over a 
thousand people across three congregations. Our hope 
and prayer since the beginning has not changed--we still 
desire to be transformed by the gospel to transform our 
city and the world with the gospel!

OUR NAME
“Veritas” simply means “truth” in Latin. Our desire is to be a church rooted in the truth and transformation of 
the gospel. In a world that sees truth as relative or meaningless, we celebrate that the good news of the gospel is 
truthful and the Bible is a true text. Jesus Himself claimed that He was the way, the truth, and the life! As we join in 
mission with Him, we call ourselves Veritas because Jesus is true. 
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GOSPEL & VISION

NOTESTHE GOSPEL

And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you 
the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And I was with 
you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my 
message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men 
but in the power of God.

Martin Luther, Preface to Galations

The truth of the Gospel is the principal article of all Christian 
doctrine.  Most necessary is that we know this article well, 
teach it to others, and beat it into their heads continually.

The central theme of Veritas is the gospel! We long for the gospel, (1 Peter 1:10-12) 
we labor for the gospel (Romans 1:15) and we live the gospel in all things. (Colossians 
1:3-7). To that end we are convinced that the gospel is the hope of our world.

1 COriNThiaNS 2:1-5

Churches can be about many things but only the gospel of Jesus Christ can be central.  
If a church doesn’t preach Christ Crucified, they aren’t really a church at all because 
Christ was Crucified to save a people for his glory to be his church!
 
At Veritas our identity, ministry, and message is set on the gospel... the good news that 
God came to save sinners, to bring us into his kingdom, by his grace because Jesus 
Christ was Crucified… for us.  That’s what Paul means when he says we decided to 
know nothing but Jesus Christ and him Crucified.
 
So we preach this gospel to a world that is living for false gospels.  When we planted 
Veritas we considered what we would be about as a church.  We had to determine what 
would be powerful enough to be our foundation that we would build everything on, 
what wisdom would guide everything that we do?  With fear and trembling we faced 
the same reality here in Columbus that Paul faced in Corinth, a city filled with people 
tempted by and trusting in counterfeit gospels.  Things that seem to be wise and pow-
erful, that will fix what is wrong in our lives and our world, but that will ultimately fail.  
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What ever is the power and wisdom you trust in to save you and fix what is wrong is 
the gospel you believe!

One thing that every person agrees on, regardless of their political party, nationality, 
religion, worldview, economic bracket, etc. is that there is something wrong with the 
world.  Everyone agrees that there is something wrong in us and in the world, but 
then everyone disagrees on what is the root or source of what is  wrong, and what 
will ultimately fix it. 

FALSE GOSPELS VS. THE TRUE GOSPEL
 
We all trust in something to save us and to fix what is wrong in the world, either the 
true gospel or a false gospel.  We all worship and live for something, either the true 
God or an idol.
 
The gospel we believe in is whatever we ultimately put our trust and hope in to fix 
what is wrong and save us.  People have believed that what’s wrong in the world is 
primarily political, or social, or medical, or educational, or economic, or emotional; 
and that has led them to try many different methods to fix very real problems.  These 
things can be good, however, none of them will fix our deepest problem.

EXAMPLES OF COUNTERFEIT GOSPELS:

NOTES

 
If you think the primary problem with 
the world is a lack of education, you will 
put your hope in Intellectualism.

If you think the primary problem is a 
lack of moral behavior, you will trust in 
Moralism.

If you think the primary problem is a 
particular area of societal brokenness, 
your hope will be in Activism.

If you think the primary problem 
is economic, then depending on 
your perspective your hope will 
be in Capitalism, Socialism, or 
Communism.

If you think the real problem is that 
people just need to follow the rules 
and do what is right, you will trust in 
Legalism.

If you think people simply need more 
powerful spiritual experiences, you will 
hope in and seek after Mysticism.

If you think we just need maintain our 
history and traditions, you will cherish 
Traditionalism.

If you think people need to primarily 
find their own comfort and to do what 
ever feels right, then your real gospel is 
Hedonism.

There are huge problems that better education can help. There are great benefits to 
good morality. Society and its structures and values are broken and it takes active 
engaged people to repair and restore them. There is economic inequity and poverty 
in every form of government and economy in the world, and we need fair and just 
political and economic systems.  People bring destruction in their lives and the 
lives of others because they rebel against good rules and laws. God created us for 
relationship and to find joy and to take pleasure in life!  
 
However, all of those “-isms” when they become the ultimate hope that people trust 
in to save them, and to fix what is broken in the world, they become a counterfeit 
gospels.
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NOTESAt Veritas, there are dozens of good things we value and love.  We hope to serve the 
economic and social problems in our city, but service isn’t the gospel.  We want 
to pursue and welcome in an incredible diversity of people to see reconciliation 
between every background and race, but diversity isn’t the gospel.  We pray and 
pursue having strong families and equipped parents, but family and morality is not 
the gospel. 
 
The problem within us and the world is not merely, emotional, intellectual, social, 
political, or economic, rather it is that our sin has broken our relationship with God 
and one another.  The deepest root of what is wrong in the world, the source that 
every other problem grows from is what the Bible calls sin.  
 
We were all created in God’s image for his glory but every one of us has turned from 
God and rebelled, and we have exchanged worshiping and living for the glory of God 
for idols and sin (Romans 1:18-25).  In our sin we desire to be our own gods to live for 
our own glory.  Therefore our problem is not that we occasionally worship the wrong 
things, but that we are living for and worshiping the wrong God.

for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God,

rOmaNS 3:23

We have turned from him and rebelled seeking to be gods ourselves rather than to 
worship the true God.  We can’t save or fix ourselves, we need to be redeemed and 
restored!
 
At Veritas we worship and live for the glory of God, we hold Jesus at the center of 
who we are as a church, and our ultimate hope in the gospel of his life, death, and 
resurrection.  It is only when we are saved and transformed by his grace that can we 
pursue everything else rightly.  
 
Gospel centrality at Veritas, is the single focus that brings everything else into clarity.  
That’s why Paul can say something that sounds so absurd like, “I decided to know 
nothing but Jesus Christ and Him Crucified…” not because nothing else matters, but 
because the gospel is the only root that will grow us to bear every other good fruit!   

Like the Sun at the Center of the Solar System holding every planet in its right 
orbit, Only Jesus Christ and him Crucified has the gravity and power to be at 
the center of our faith so every thing else we’re called to be and do can orbit 
in its right place.   Therefore, when the gospel is central, then service, racial 
reconciliation, family, missions, and everything else that we are called to do in our 
faith, become things that Jesus has saved us to do, rather than things that we do 
hoping to be saved!



6

NOTES THE GOSPEL DEFINED
“Gospel” simply translates as “good news.” The good news is that through Jesus 
Christ, who lived a perfect sinless life, suffered to death on a cross, and was raised 
from the dead, the grace of God redeems sinners into his kingdom where he will one 
day reconcile all things to himself for his glory. Though we have rebelled and sinned, 
God shows us unimaginable grace when we believe and trust in Jesus’ work and 
righteousness (rather than our own) for our redemption and relationship with God.

THE META-NARRATIVE OF GOOD NEWS
 
The whole Bible teaches of the good news of Jesus:

You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you 
possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you 
refuse to come to me to have eternal life. 

JOhN 5:39-40   (SEE alSO lukE 24:25-27; lukE 24:44-47) 

• Creation shows us who made us, why we exist, and how all things were meant to 
flourish in right relationship to God. (Genesis 1-2) 

• Fall shows us that sin separating us from God, fractured God’s perfect creation, 
so that nothing is as it should be. (Genesis 3)

• Redemption shows us how God has redeemed us from our sin and brought us 
back into relationship with him. (Genesis 4 – Revelation 18)

• Restoration shows us that not only can we be made holy and righteous, by Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, but God is renewing, reconciling, and restoring all things 
to be to be right and perfect again. (Revelation 19-22) 

The outline of Creation, Fall, Redemption, Restoration not only helps us to see the 
truth we believe in the gospel, but it also helps us identify the lies people believe and 
the false gospels we turn to.

Creation - Everyone believes that there is some purpose or reason for life, everyone 
lives for something, they have something they value and treasure above everything 
else.  

Fall - Everyone knows that there is something wrong, there is something they 
identify as the biggest wrong or evil that keeps everything this from being how it is 
supposed to be.  

Redemption - Everyone has a functional savior that they turn to and trust in to fix 
what is wrong. 

Restoration - Everyone has a hope or a dream of what things will be like if they are 
fixed and made right.

In other words, Everyone has a Purpose, a Problem, a Solution, and a Hope!
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NOTESGod desires for us to see that the good news of Jesus Christ was God’s plan from 
Genesis to Revelation. Read and reflect on these key 15 verses throughout the bible. 
These 15 verses are key points of the gospel story showing who God is and how we 
can know him.

1. Creation (Genesis 1:31)
2. Humanity (Genesis 1:27–28)
3. The Fall (Genesis 3:6–7)
4. Redemption Promised (Genesis 3:15)
5. God’s Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3; Genesis 15:17–18b)
6. The Passover Lamb (Exodus 12:23)
7. David the King & the Greater Son Promised (1 Samuel 16:12-13; 2 Samuel 7:4-16)
8. The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53:6)
9. Resurrection Promised (Ezekiel 37:3–5)
10. New Creation (Isaiah 65:17)
11. Fulfillment (Mark 1:14–15)
12. The Cross (John 19:30)
13. Resurrection (John 20)
14. Justification (Romans 3:21–26)
15. Kingdom Restoration (Revelation 21:1–4)

THE GOSPEL DESCRIBED
Throughout the Bible we see the gospel explained or described in many ways, that 
can helpfully be seen as 3 categories, not 3 different gospels, but like a diamond has 
different facets, the Bible describes the one gospel from the perspective of Cross, 
Grace, Kingdom.  If we view the gospel through only one facet, while ignoring the 
others, we will have an unbalanced and incomplete understanding of our faith.

1. CROSS
The death and resurrection of Jesus is how we are made right with God. On the Cross 
Jesus took our place as our substitute and God’s wrath against us was satisfied by 
Jesus’ death, so that we can repent, turning from sin and toward God to receive his 
perfect righteousness and become Children of God.

John Stott, the cross of christ

The righteous, loving Father humbled Himself to become, in and throughHis only 
Son’s flesh, sin and a curse for us, in order to redeem us without compromising His 
own character. The biblical gospel of atonement is of God satisfying Himself by 
substituting Himself for us ... the concept of substitution may be said, then, to lie at 
the heart of both sin and salvation. For the essence of sin is man substituting himself 
for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting Himself for man. Man 
asserts himself against God and puts himself where only God deserves to be; God 
sacrifices Himself for man and puts Himself where only man deserves to be. Man 
claims prerogatives which belong to God alone; God accepts penalties which belong 
to man alone.
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NOTES

[4] But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us, [5] even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—[6] and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [7] so 
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace 
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

EphESiaNS 2:4-7

God is Holy.     
 
Exodus 15:11; 1 Samuel 2:2; Psalm 86:8-10, 
99:1-3; Isaiah 6:1-10, 40:25, 57:15; Mark 1:24; 
Luke 4:34; Acts 2:23-27; 1 Peter 1:16
 
We are Sinners.    
   
Psalm 38:3-4; 51:5; Romans 3:23, 6:12-23; 1 
Corinthians 8:12; Galatians 5:19-21;
1 John 1:7-9

Tim Keller

The gospel is this: We are more sinful and flawed in ourselves than we ever dared 
believe, yet at the very same time we are more loved and accepted in Jesus Christ 
than we ever dared hope.

Jesus is Sufficient.       
Matthew 26:28; John 1:29; Romans 3:21-26; Ephesians 2:3-5; 1 John 1:7-10;
Hebrews 1:3, 9:13-14, 12:3-4

The cross shows us how bad our sin really is, because it took Jesus dying on a cross 
to save us, and the cross shows us how loving our God really is, because he loved us 
enough to take the cross for us!  

2. GRACE

God’s grace is his kindness and favor given to us even though we don’t deserve it. By 
God’s grace we are declared righteous, made alive in Christ, adopted as God’s chil-
dren (Ephesians 1:11), and continually growing in Christ’s likeness (2 Peter 1:3-4).

Most people believe that they will be accepted by God if they try hard enough to obey 
and do good, while others believe that because of their failure to obey and do good 
that God would never accept them.  But the grace of God declares that he is not obli-
gated to save anyone, he is in no one’s debt, while at the same time he is not prohibit-
ed from saving anyone, no one is beyond his reach.

We are accepted not by what we have done for God, but by what Jesus has 
done for us.  No one can be good enough to earn God’s acceptance and no one 
could be bad enough that they can’t be accepted by His grace! 
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NOTESBe Captivated By Grace

• Instead of being God’s enemy, You are adopted into the family of God. (Romans 
5:8, 8:15; Ephesians 1:5)

• Instead of being dead and spiritually powerless, God has made you spiritually alive 
in Christ and given you the Holy Spirit. (Acts 1:8; Ephesians 2:5; Titus 3:5)

• Instead of being condemned by God, you are forgiven and there is no condemna-
tion for those in Christ Jesus. (Romans 3:23-26, 8:1; 1 John 4:10)

• Instead of being rejected and separated, you are redeemed and accepted in Jesus. 
(Romans 3:24, 5:1, 9)

• Instead of being without hope, you are secure and all things will be restored by 
God in Jesus. (Romans 8:30)

• Instead of being bound to sin, God has delivered you from sin’s power and made 
you a new creation in Jesus. (Romans 3:24; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 1:7)

3. KINGDOM
God’s Kingdom is God’s people, in God’s place, under God’s rule.  We see in Christ 
the Kingdom of God breaking into human history, transforming us to live under his 
Lordship so that we might be Sanctified to become his Disciples, Ambassadors, and 
Stewards joining him in the mission to bring the world to experience and enjoy the 
blessing of his rule

John the Baptist, started 
his ministry by shouting, 
“Repent for the kingdom of 
heaven is near”

maTThEw 3:2

At the start of Jesus 
ministry, he says the exact 
same thing: “Repent for the 
kingdom of heaven is near

maTThEw 4:17

Jesus made his intentions in the gospel crystal clear: he has come to rule, to bring all 
creation under the will of God, and restore the people of God into a right relation-
ship with him.

The gospel of the Kingdom is the good news that the Kingdom of God has come and 
Jesus is reigning!  Therefore the gospel, is not just an invitation, it is a decla-
ration, that Jesus is reigning as King, and he is reclaiming, redeeming, and 
restoring his creation! We are to repent and turn from the sin and idolatry of 
building our tiny petty little kingdoms, to come follow King Jesus, living in 
obedience to his rule and calling all to be reconciled to his Kingdom!

The gospel of the Kingdom is the good news that the perfect king that we all long 
for is here and he is setting all things right!  But the way we experience the Kingdom 
now is an inaugurated Kingdom, but not yet a consummated Kingdom.
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THE KINGDOM OF GOD, 
ALREADY BUT NOT YET

One of the hardest things for us as 
Christians is that the Kingdom and life 
we have been promised in the gospel is 
not yet what we experience!
 
If you have ever asked God why is this hap-
pening?  Lord how can this evil be?  Why do 
I keep struggling with this?  Then you know 
the tension of living in this Already but Not 
Yet.  We have been promised a kingdom 
with no more sin and sickness and death 
and yet every day we encounter sin still 
holding sway in our hearts, people get sick, 
and ultimately everyone will die. 

NOTES

Tim Keller

The kingdom of God is the means 
the renewal of the entire world and 
all the dimensions of life. From the 
throne of Jesus Christ flows new 
life and power such that no disease, 
decay, poverty, blemish, or pain can 
stand before it. If this is the ministry 
of the kingdom – to heal all the 
results of sin in all the areas of life, 
then the church must intentionally 
use its resources to minister in 
every “circle”. We are to do not 
just’ evangelism but must be a “full 
service” body.

Why is understanding that the Kingdom of God as “Already but Not Yet” 
important?

Some miss that the Kingdom is still “Not Yet Here in Full” and believe that we 
should be fully experiencing the Kingdom right now so they explain the existence 
of sickness and sin by saying they are the result of a lack of faith.  While others miss 
that the Kingdom has “Already Come” and they live their Christian life as if we 
shouldn’t expect Jesus to be moving in the world or working through his Holy Spirit.  

Therefore, if you only think we should only be living in the “Already” of the King-
dom, and you expect that the Kingdom has come in its fullness, then you will live a 
very frustrated and confused Christian life because no matter what, your reality will 
not match your expectation.  On the other hand, if you only think we are living in the 
“Not Yet” of the Kingdom, and you expect that the Kingdom has not come in part, 
then you will live a very hopeless and apathetic Christian life because you won’t have 
any expectation for Jesus to move and reign in your reality!  

Isaac Watts: Joy To The World

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found!
Joy to the world! the Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains,
Repeat the sounding joy.

Sam Storms

The gospel is something that 
God has accomplished. It’s not 
something that we do. Our 
faith is not the gospel. Our 
repentance is not the gospel. 
But they are the effects of 
it. So we could say that the 
gospel is an indicative, not an 
imperative. In other words, it’s an 
accomplishment by God; it’s not 
a command to us. The gospel 
is what God has achieved, 
not something that we are to 
attempt.

Jesus has risen from the dead, given us the 
Holy Spirit and he promises us that in this life 
we will experience trials and suffering. We are 
commanded to pray for the sick and to fight 
against sin and to look forward in hope to his 
return when everything will be made new.
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NOTESTHE VISION
The gospel gives us an identity, a vision, and a mission for all of life that is unchang-
ing.  But we are sent to reach a culture and a world that is constantly changing.  As a 
church we continually do the hard work of contextualization to discover the unique 
needs in our context that we need to serve and the lies and sins that we need to con-
front.  Our elders, deacons, staff, and members prayerfully determine yearly plans 
and goals, because if we don’t know where we are going, how will we know when we 
get there?

However, no matter how our context changes or what goal we are pursuing God has 
always had a steady vision for the church we exist for God’s Glory, Gospel Growth, 
and The Great Commission.

GOD’S GLORY
God’s vision begins with God.  Because God is supreme, he is greater, more 
beautiful, more powerful, and more valuable than anything that exists. He 
alone can be ultimate; therefore, God is the only being in the Universe, who 
actually must be primarily about his own glory.  So we don’t create a vision 
and dictate it to the Almighty. He has a purpose that all things exist for and 
by his grace we are invited to join him in it.

WE WERE MADE FOR GOD’S GLORY! 
• “the heavens declare the glory of God” (Ps. 19:1)

• “heavenly beings ascribe to the Lord glory and strength” (Ps 29:1)

• We were “created for [God’s] glory” (Isa. 43:7)

• We are designed to “declare his glory among the nations” (1 Chron. 16:24). 

• Because God is greater than all that is, “the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea” (Hab. 2:14). 

God’s vision for all creation begins with God himself and that means his vision be-
gins with his own glory.

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according 
to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his 
will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise 
of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel 
of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy 
Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory.

EphESiaNS 1:11-14
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NOTES

Tim Keller

The Gospel is to be applied to 
every area of thinking, 
feeling, relating, working, and 
behaving.

Five Gospel Applications Of Our Transformation:

1. Sexuality  - Flee sexual immorality...WHY?...you are not your own, you were 
bought with a price! - 1 Corinthians 6:18-20

2. Serving - I have washed your feet...WHY?...so you can wash one another. - John 
13:12-17

3. Forgiveness  - Forgive one another...WHY?...God in Christ has forgiven you! 
-Ephesians 4:32

4. Marriage  - Husbands love your wives...WHY?...God loved his bride so much he 
gave himself up for her. -Ephesians 5:25

5. Generosity - When you give finances, what motivates you? He was rich but for 
you became poor so that you could be rich. - 2 Corinthians 8:9

We are disciples of Jesus and to be Christians is to be like Christ-Like.

GOSPEL GROWTH
Our growth in godliness and transformation to become more like Jesus comes by 
God’s work in us as we live according to our new identity in Christ.  In the New tes-
tament we are never called to do something with out being first rooted in what Jesus 
has done for us and who we are in him.  The indicative of who we are in Christ always 
precedes the imperative of what we are to do for Christ.

In Galatians 2:14, Paul rebuked Peter for 
his behavior that “was not in line with the 
truth of the gospel,” and in Philippians 1:27 
he urges believers to “let your manner of 
life be worthy of the gospel.”
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GREAT COMMISSION
God’s plan from the beginning was for his image bearers to be fruitful and multiply, 
to go and fill the earth with his glory by reflecting his image, obeying his word, and 
living as he designed them to live.  Then after his resurrection, Jesus tells his disci-
ples to go, to be fruitful and multiply, by making disciples, to fill the earth with wor-
shipers of God!  God’s mission for creation has been to make for a people for his glory 
that would multiply and fill the earth.  This is his purpose and he invites us to join 
this mission: to fill his earth with worshipers, to demonstrate and declare the gospel 
and to join the work of his Kingdom - bringing his wisdom, love, justice, peace, grace, 
etc to show the glory of his rule in the darkness around us. 

John Piper

The reason mission exists is 
because worship doesn’t.

NOTES

Because there are people who don’t 
worship God, the mission of the church 
is to make disciples who love, follow, and 
worship Jesus!

As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.

JOhN 20:21

All Authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

maTThEw 28:18- 20

We have been reconciled to God and entrusted with the message of reconciliation, so 
that we would be sent as ambassadors to herald the coming Kingdom of God.  We do 
this by joining in the work and power of God’s kingdom here and now by proclaiming 
the gospel of Jesus and seeking to see the evil of sin undone, brokenness restored, 
injustices end, evil defeated and the mercy, love, healing, justice, and grace of God 
transform individuals and communities.  The reason we exist as a church is to make 
disciples, to go to all and proclaim the gospel of God’s Grace in Christ and teach them 
to obey all that he has commanded us.  The goal of the Great Commission does not 
simply end with sharing a message but through teaching them gospel so that they 
might know and love and follow and in turn lead others to know and love and follow 
Jesus.  Disciples of Jesus make disciples of Jesus, to advance the gospel into a dark 
and sinful world.
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NOTESWHAT IS A CHURCH?
‘Ecclesia’ is the word for church used in the Bible and has a wide range of meaning. 
The word’s basic meaning is “the called” or “the gathered.” Of the 114 times ‘ecclesia’ 
is used in the bible, 110 times are used to describe a local church. Just four times the 
word for church is clearly used to describe the universal church. 

Kevin Vanhoozer

The church is a concrete reality, not 
an abstract ideal.

Universal: The church universal is all 
Christians everywhere at all times.

Local: The local church is a particular group 
of Christians who gather together. 

There is obvious emphasis placed on the 
real-life local church as a picture of the 
universal church.

Some ways the church is used throughout scripture are:

1. The totality of Christians that God has “called”—the universal 
church built on the teaching of the apostles and prophets.

2. Groups of Christians that met in homes were also called churches 
and the word “household” was also used to talk about such a “house 
church”. These house groups may have been something like a large 
community group meeting, but with the regular practice of celebrat-
ing a meal together “from house to house”.

3. In a city, the people were known as the church of the city. Paul would 
teach and appoint elders in each of these churches, and each church 
would gather as an assembly to worship and to publicly remove un-
repentant members.

4. Often, the biblical authors will talk about multiple churches in a 
region. Perhaps these are simply groups of city churches.

5. Other pictures of the church are that it is seen as a building (1 Cor-
inthians 3:9), a body (1 Corinthians 10:17; 12:12) and a community. 
(Acts 2:42-47)  

The essence of a local church is a covenant people, not a manner of assembly or the 
place. This is clear because the people are called the “church” both when they were 
scattered and when they were gathered.

LEADERSHIP & STRUCTURE
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NOTES BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP
A gospel-centered church requires a biblically-based leadership structure. The 
primary elements of this ecclesiological structure include an understanding of the 
active leadership role of Jesus in the local church, elders, deacons, and members.

JESUS IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH

And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the 
beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in 
everything he might be 
preeminent.

COlOSSiaNS 1:18

And when the chief 
Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the unfading 
crown of glory.

1 pETEr 5:4

Jesus is the head of Veritas. Jesus is supreme over all. The Bible says that God gave 
Jesus “as head over all things to the church, which is His body.” (Ephesians 1:22-23)
       
Jesus is head of the Church because of His primary role in creation and our redemp-
tion and our transformation. Jesus founded the Church, and as the founder, He 
brings forth the Church and gives it life through His death and resurrection.

ELDERS

And he gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the 
shepherds and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry, 
for building up the body of Christ, 
until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ.

EphESiaNS 4:11-13

Alexander Strauch, BiBlical eldershiP

Elders lead the church [1 Timothy 
5:17; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 5:1-2], 
teach and preach the Word [1 
Timothy 3:2; 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 
1:9], protect the church from 
false teachers [Acts 20:17, 28-31], 
exhort and admonish the saints in 
sound doctrine [1 Timothy 4:13; 
2 Timothy 3:13-17; Titus 1:9], visit 
the sick and pray [James 5:14; Acts 
20:35], and judge doctrinal issues 
[Acts 15:16]. In biblical terminology, 
elders shepherd, oversee, lead, and 
care for the local church.

PLURALITY

There is no indication that a local church was to be governed by a single elder or 
pastor. The consistent New Testament witness is that each church was under the 
oversight of a plurality of elders/pastors. (Titus 1:5; James 5:14; Acts 11:29-30)
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NOTESDUTIES

The New Testament gives a three-fold description of the function of elders.

1. They are those who govern or rule the church. (1 Timothy 3:4-5; 5:17; Acts 
20:28; 1 Peter 5:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:17)

2. They are those who are primarily responsible for teaching the body of Christ. 
Ministry of the Word (Ephesians 4:11 [assuming the words “pastor” and 
“teacher” refer to one function or office of “pastor-teacher”; the best gram-
matical analysis would indicate that this is true]; 1 Timothy 3:2; 5:17; Titus 
1:9; Acts 6:4) 

3. Prayer is a ministry of an elder. To pray for the church in times of need and 
generally. The elders are called to pray for the sick (James 5:14) and those 
with need throughout the church and city. (Acts 6:4)

QUALIFICATIONS

Character: The qualifications for the office of Elder are found in 1 Timothy 3 and 
Titus. 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. 
Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith

hEbrEwS 13:7

Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of 
one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, 
able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own 
household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 
for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, 
how will he care for God’s church? He must not be a recent 
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought 
of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare 
of the devil.

1 TimOThy 3:2-7

Male Leadership: There is no reference anywhere in the New Testament to a 
female elder. We see women being pastoral in essence but not in office. We can 
conclude that the office of elder/pastor is for men. Since it can be determined from 1 
Timothy 2:11-15 that Paul restricted teaching and exercising authority to men, it fol-
lows that the office of Elder is restricted to men. Note however, that this by no means 
is demeaning in personhood or denies empowered female leadership at Veritas.
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NOTES DEACONS 
The word Deacon literally means servant. Deacons maintain the unity of the church 
by giving leadership to serving the practical needs of the church and wider commu-
nity. They’re not a corporate board, and they aren’t a spiritual council of directors. 
They serve and lead the church by meeting practical needs.

PLURALITY

The deacon’s office arise as a role in the church in Acts 6:1-6. The apostles were de-
voted “to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4) Since this was their pri-
mary calling, seven other leaders in the church were chosen to handle more practical 
matters in order to allow the apostles the freedom to continue with their work.
       
If the elders serve the church by leading it, then deacons lead the church by serving 
it.

DUTIES 

Duties: The duties of a deacon can be adapted to meet any contextual need within 
the church community. Duties can be as such:

• Mercy: Similar to what took place in Acts 6:1-6 with the daily distribution 
to the widows, the deacons may be involved in administering funds or other 
assistance to the needy.

• Finances: While the elders oversee the financial business of the church (Acts 
11:30), deacons may handle the day-to-day matters. This would include 
collecting and counting the offering, keeping records, and connecting new 
people. 

• Hospitality: The deacons could be responsible for distributing bulletins to 
the congregation, and as we see with Philip, sharing the gospel with them.

• Logistics: Deacons should be available to help in a variety of ways so that the 
elders are able to concentrate on teaching and shepherding the church.

• Facilities: The deacons could be responsible for managing the church prop-
erty. This would include making sure the place of worship is prepared for the 
worship service, cleaning up, or running the sound system.

QUALIFICATIONS

Character: The qualifications for the office of deacon are also found in 1 Timothy 3 
and Titus.
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[8] Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to 
much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. [9] They must hold the mystery 
of the faith with a clear conscience. [10] And let them also be tested first; 
then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. [11] Their 
wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful 
in all things. [12] Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing 
their children and their own households well. [13] For those who serve well 
as deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence in 
the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

1 TimOThy 3:8-13

Female and Male Leadership: We see throughout Scripture that both men and 
women were recognized for their diaconal work.

• Phoebe, a female in Romans 16:1, is called a diakonos (deacon). 

• Tabitha is noted for her work with the poor and widows. (Acts 9:36-40)

• The women who served Jesus’ disciples as they traveled (Luke 8:2-3), literal-
ly “deaconing them out of their own means.” (see Dorcas, Acts 9:36)

• 1 Timothy describes an order of widows who were financially supported and 
who were “devoted to all kinds of good deeds” and dedicated themselves to 
“helping those in trouble.” (1 Timothy 5:3-16)

MEMBERS 
Church members are Christians who are devoted to their church and to ensuring
its health and growth by giving their time, talent, and treasure to the mission of the 
church. They work under the authority of the church leadership as laid out in Scrip-
ture, yet have been given all authority by Jesus Christ to carry out ministry in the life 
of the church.

Membership is not explicit in Scripture, but we can deduct that it is an assumed 
place for Christians because:  
  

1. The early church kept a list of widows.

2. God Himself keeps a list of all who are his.

3. God has always made a clear distinction between His people and the world.

4. The instructions for pastoral oversight and spiritual leadership require a 
defined group of members.

5. The instructions for church discipline handle formal exclusion and, thus, 
presuppose formal inclusion. 
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NOTES WHY BE A MEMBER OF VERITAS? 

It is common today to brush off commitment to one local church. There is a com-
mon belief that “one is part of the universal church so who needs the problems or 
commitments of a local church.” Maybe you are a student or your job means you’ll 
only be here for a season. Membership is still an important pursuit for these unique 
reasons:

1. The church is to be distinctly different. Jesus established the church as 
a public institution to display the good news about Himself and His work 
(John 17:21, 23). To that end, He granted it the ability to draw a line between 
who was “in” and who was “out.” Verses like Matthew 16:19 and 18:18 and 
John 20:23 make clear that He expected the apostles, and the churches they 
organized, to be able to guard the Gospel and exclude those who do not live 
in line with the Gospel.

2. New Testament metaphors of the church make no sense without 
formal membership. Acts 20:28 refers to a local congregation as a flock of 
sheep. A flock is made up of specific sheep. 1 Peter 2:5 likens the church to a 
building. A building is made up of distinct, individual bricks. In fact, the word 
“members” is actually used in Paul’s extended metaphor of the church as a 
body in 1 Corinthians 12-14. This does not just mean the universal Church 
in which all Christians are included. A body is a specific, local organism. So, 
Paul here is talking about Christians as members of a local church body. For a 
church to function like a body, it needs to be clear who is a member and who 
isn’t. Your arm doesn’t just decide to leave anytime. It’s clearly connected to 
your body.

3. Church discipline requires church membership. In 1 Corinthians 5 Paul 
declares that Christians should judge those inside the church, and expel 
those who refuse to repent. To formally exclude someone, you must first 
formally include them. The same applies to Jesus’ words concerning disci-
pline in Matthew 18. Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 2:6 that a Christian has 
been punished by “the majority.” For there to be a majority, you have to have 
a definite set of people in which the majority is included.

4. Joining a church helps the pastors to be effective shepherds. Hebrews 
13:17 tells us our pastors are tasked with “keeping watch over [our] souls” 
and that they are going to have to give an account to God for that. Thus, be-
coming a church member is a great act of love and submission to our pastors 
because it enables them to know very clearly for whom they are accountable.

5. Church membership provides visible commitment to Christ. In the 
same way that a wedding covenant displays a higher and better level of com-
mitment than just “shacking up,” so formal membership provides a more vis-
ible commitment to Christ. Think of it as similar to a wedding ring; it makes 
a very clear statement about your identity as a Christian.  

6. Membership allows for greater fellowship and accountability. It is 
immensely comforting to know that if I fall into sin in an area of my life, 
there are other members who are committed to keep me accountable, and 
will exclude me from the church if necessary. While that may sound harsh, 
Scripture is clear about the depth of my sin and the necessity of having other 
believers keeping an eye on me so that my heart doesn’t become hardened by 
sin (Hebrews 3:12, 13).
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 Mark Dever

By identifying ourselves with a particular church, we let 
the pastors and other members of that local church know 
that we intend to be committed in attendance, giving, 
prayer, and service. We allow fellow believers to have 
great expectations of us in these areas, and we make it 
known that we are the responsibility of this local church.

IS THE CHURCH YOUR HOME OR SIMPLY A HOTEL?

Will you take your commitment so seriously that you make it hard for yourself to 
just walk out next week? Church membership makes a powerful statement that, “I 
am part of something bigger than myself. I am here to give more than I get.”

NEXT STEPS TO MEMBERSHIP:

1. Attend all Veritas Foundations Classes

2. Meet With An Elder (bring the Membership Questionnaire and signed 
Membership Covenant found online at veritascolumbus.com/membership)

3. Baptized as a believer as a sign of faith in Jesus as your savior is required.

Wendell Berry

To feel at home in a place, you have to have some 
prospect of staying there.
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NOTES ONE CHURCH
MANY CONGREGATIONS

Darrin Patrick

In a sense, multi-site missionality reverses the trend of taking people out of 
their missional/relational networks in order to attend the church; it instead 
establishes congregations at multiple sites so as to affect all the neighborhoods 
in the city. One might say the multi-site church is more locally minded, 
because it’s not forcing everyone in a church into one centralized location.

THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATION    
 
The Jerusalem church had a massive growth problem. The first few chapters of Acts 
tell us that within a few weeks well over 10,000 people had come to Christ and that 
more people were being added “every day.” Acts 2 records the crowd’s response 
to Peter’s sermon as, “What should we do?” and after Peter’s explanation, 3,000 
respond. In Acts 3, it says that 5,000 men responded to Peter’s second sermon. The 
Jerusalem church went from 120 to many thousands in one week! What did they do? 
They welcomed the growth! No conscientious Christian ever says, “We’re growing 
too fast!” So, the Jerusalem church scrambled to do what it could to accommodate 
that growth.
       
The Jerusalem church remained as one church. Three times in Acts a reference 
is made to the church in Jerusalem, and each time it is referred to as a single body 
(Acts 8:1; 11:22; 15:4) Each time, it does not refer to churches, but a church. Not once 
is it referred to as multiple, independent congregations.    
 
 Acts actually describes the Christians in the whole region of Judea (the capital of 
which was Jerusalem), Galilee, and Samaria as one church. This means that the 
Jerusalem church (or perhaps a regional church based from Jerusalem) was one 
church with at least thousands of members. (Acts 9:31)
       
That church devoted itself to the apostles’ teaching. Acts 2 says that the one, new 
church gathered around the teaching of the apostolic team.
       
It is not possible that the church could have been gathered as one large group. There 
was simply no facility that could hold them in Jerusalem! Acts 2 tells us they were 
meeting to hear the apostles’ teaching daily “in the temple.” There was no place in 
the temple that could daily accommodate more than 3,000 people. Plus, this was 
before microphones and video projection. It would take multiple, smaller gatherings 
for the many thousands to devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching. That’s 
probably why it says they met “daily.”
       
The Scriptures say that the church was in one accord (Acts 2:44), meaning that it was 
unified, but it never says that the many met together in the same place. It does say 
that every day some portion of them were meeting together in the temple courts or 
at Solomon’s Porch to hear the apostles’ teach. (Acts 2:44; 5:12) Since the church was 
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NOTESlarger than could be gathered in one place, and yet it was a single church gathering 
together there must have been a “teaching team” of apostles who were holding 
multiple gatherings in the temple.
       
In addition to smaller temple gatherings, the one church met in multiple houses 
every day to devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching. One church is meeting in 
multiple houses, and a traveling group of apostles is teaching every day in different 
houses and different locations in the temple or wherever else they could find space. 
(Acts 5:42)
       
The Jerusalem mega-church had massive organization problems and members
who felt “left out.” In Acts 6, people were complaining that member care was not 
happening in the Jerusalem mega-church. How did the apostles respond? They 
appointed another organizational structure within the church to minister to the 
needs of the growing body.
       
We believe that the New Testament gives guidelines, but not specific details on 
how to best organize the church for pastoral care and effective ministry. The big 
Jerusalem church was messy, but it took the necessary steps to re-organize to 
accommodate growth.    
     
We don’t believe that the Bible mandates the multi-congregation model, but we do 
think it is one biblical way to organize a church. And we see the Jerusalem church as 
a model of this organizational structure.

LANGUAGE FOUNDATION: 
Congregation vs. Campus
Churches all over the world use various languages to describe their multi-site 
churches such as ‘churches, congregations, parishes, campuses, satellites, sites, 
mother-church, daughter-church, venues and expressions.’ In our context, ‘campus’ 
usually invokes the thought of The Ohio State University’s campus. ‘Parishes’ 
invokes heavily on the predominate catholic community of Columbus.

With that said, we have adopted the term ‘congregations’. A proper definition for 
congregation is “a group of people assembled for religious worship.” The term was 
most popularly used in the 1850’s and has seen more of a resurgence in churches 
like Redeemer Presbyterian in NYC and CrossPointe Church in Orlando, FL. It calls 
for us to think more about a community of people rather than a campus or physical 
location.

WHY ONE CHURCH? 
While the elders of Veritas understand the complexities of a multi-congregational 
church we desire to move forward for three reasons, Stewardship, Unity and Mission 
or SUM.
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NOTES WHY ONE CHURCH?
STEWARDSHIP
Stewardship is about being entrusted with something and making wise use of it. We 
have been entrusted with a big vision, talented people, and significant resources. We 
want to honor God by how we steward all that he has given us. Multi-congregation 
allows us to be the best stewards of these realities.

 Vision
A vision is a picture of what could be and a conviction that it must be. We 
have a picture of a church that impacts not only Columbus, but the entire 
region. This church lives out the implications of and invites others into God’s 
Gospel Conviction. 

 People
Throughout the New Testament, we see God bringing together certain peo-
ple for the sake of gospel ministry (cf. Paul and Barnabas in Galatians 2:10, 
Luke and Theophilus in Luke 1:1-4). We believe God has brought a gifted 
group of leaders together for such a time as this.  The multi-congregation 
model allows us to best steward the gifts, talents, passions, and experiences 
of the people God has given us in order to meet the needs God has set before 
us. 

 Resources
We only have so many financial resources. Multi-congregation allows us to 
steward not only people resources but our financial resources as well. We 
are able to both streamline costs and stretch every dollar by spreading our 
Church across the region.

UNITY
Jesus prayed for the unity of his church in John 17. A unified church is a reflection 
of the power of the gospel and is one of the fundamental goals of gospel minis-
try. Healthy church governance is about unity rooted in the gospel. At their core, 
churches need to be elder led, deacon served, and member empowered. In order to 
maintain the health of our church, we need strong leaders, congregations, and minis-
tries that are united together. 
  
 Pastors

Multi-congregation allows our pastors to be in community with one another. 
This includes sharing their lives together, collaborating on the mission with 
one another, and leveraging all of their experience and expertise for greater, 
more localized impact. 

 Congregations
We desire unity amongst our congregations, as well. It is true that each indi-
vidual church is the body of Christ, but it is also true that the global church 
is the body of Christ. We believe the multi-congregation model allows us to 
express greater depth and diversity of the body of Christ. 

 Ministry
It takes a long time to develop self-sustaining, thriving ministries. Some 
areas where the work is typically arduous is in mercy, counseling, the arts 
and theological training ministries. Sometimes, effective ministries can take 
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NOTESyears to develop. Multi-congregation allows us, across congregations, to 
share, collaborate and leverage our existing processes. 

MISSION
We believe that multi-congregation allows us to have a better presence as a local 
mission. God did not speak to us from a distance but rather he drew near to us. This 
is seen in three ways:

 Proximity
We want our people to be excited about “going and telling” as opposed to 
saying “come and see.” Having locations that are closer to where we live al-
lows us to better represent the people to whom we are ministering. Proximi-
ty strengthens the bridge between where we gather and where we live.

 Contextual
We aren’t looking to create franchises, but rather congregations that take on 
the character of their neighborhoods. Everything from the message on Sun-
day to the music needs to be adapted to the unique context and congregation 
that is present—this is called contextualization. Multi-congregation is the 
best way for us to manage the growth God is giving while still contextualizing 
our ministries. 

 Multiplication 
We believe that this allows us to best multiply the leaders and ministries of 
our church. This comes with all sorts of challenges, but we believe the oppor-
tunities and strengths of this model far outweigh the challenges. 

For what God has given us, we believe One Church: Multiple Congregations to be the 
best model to multiply God’s mission in our region.

LEADERSHIP SUMMARY
1. Chief Shepherd - Jesus Christ

2. Congregation Lead Pastors (CLP) - The CLPs manage the staff and 
deacons while shepherding the members in the congregation they are 
appointed to. Through collaboration, cooperation, and communication with 
leaders from other congregations, each CLP is in part responsible for the 
whole church but primarily to a single congregation.

3. Congregation Pastors (CP) - Lay and staff elders that shepherd a 
congregation alongside the lead pastor of their congregation. The 
congregation pastors have a voice in leadership among the Full Council of 
Elders (see below).

4. Full Council of Elders (FCE) - All the elders, staff and lay, central and 
congregational, collaborating and working together as they teach and 
oversee their congregants and lead the multi-congregational church.

5. Leadership Council (LC) - The LC is responsible for the day to day 
execution of the ministry and operations of Veritas as determined by the 
FCE. The LC is made up the Executive Pastor and the CLPs.
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NOTES 1. Central Team (CT) - The CT maintains key systems, develops processes, 
and implements church-wide strategies to provide organizational cohesion 
and effective resources sharing.

2. Deacons, Staff and Ministry Leaders (DSML) - Deacons, staff, and 
ministry leaders organize and facilitate ministries to meet practical needs 
and organizational demands.

3. Members (M) - Church members are Christians who are devoted to Veritas 
in belief and action, doing the work of the ministry under the authority of the 
church leadership.

PARTNERSHIPS
We as a church are not on our own. It is a conviction that Veritas as a church needs 
other churches both locally and globally. Therefore we have partnered with a 
like-minded network, denomination, and local churches.

HARBOR NETWORK    
Harbor Network offers church leaders the safety and support they need to launch, 
lead, and multiply thriving churches.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION   
Southern Baptists share a common bond of basic biblical beliefs and a commitment 
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ to the entire world.
     
Since its organization in 1845, the SBC has grown to over 16 million members who 
worship in more than 42,000 churches in the United States. Southern Baptists spon-
sor about 5,000 missionaries serving the United States, Canada, Guam, and the Ca-
ribbean, as well as sponsoring more than 5,000 foreign missionaries in 153 nations 
of the world. It is the largest missions-sending organization in the world.

Our partnership with the SBC has provided funding and care to many Veritas mis-
sionaries serving unreached people as well as local missionaries in Columbus.
     
Though Veritas is not a stereotypical Southern Baptist church, we rejoice to be a part 
of the lineage, as stained and broken as it may be. As a church we pray that we can 
not only cooperate with many SBC churches, but that we could also be used to influ-
ence and plant churches as well as send missionaries across the world.
   
  
OTHERS...  
We have partnered with churches both locally to reach Columbus and globally. We 
are excited to be a part of The Gospel Coalition of Greater Columbus as well as local 
initiatives!

From harbornetwork.com

Our vision is to see the gospel of Jesus Christ renew people and places through strong, 
thriving churches. 
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NOTESWHY DO WE NEED THEOLOGY?

A.W. Tozer, the KnowledGe of the holy

Whatever comes into our minds 
when we think about God is the 
most important thing about us.

VERITAS’S BELIEFS
We are called to clothe ourselves in humility and as we hold our doctrinal convic-
tions firmly, we do so out of humility. We do so that we may continually repent deep-
er and allow Christ, through the work of the Holy Spirit, to conform our imperfect 
doctrine more and more in line with the Truth.

GOD
Our faith is Trinitarian, we believe in the Triune God, one God eternally existing in 
three equally divine Persons—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—who know, 
love, and glorify one another. (Matthew 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 14:25-26)

 Father
The Father has existed eternally and sovereignly reigns over all creation. 
He is omniscient, omnipresent, omnipotent, omnibenevolent and does all 
things for His glory.

Son
The Son was eternally begotten of the Father, not made, and, as the Puritans 
held: “there was never a time when He was not.” He became man being born 
of the virgin Mary, truly God and truly human, one person with two natures. 
He remained what He was from eternity, God the Son, and became what He 
was not, Man, that He might be our sacrifice and high priest. He lived a per-
fect sinless life, was crucified for our sins, died, on the third day rose again, 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father where 
He is worshiped and glorified.

DOCTRINE & THEOLOGY
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The Holy Spirit is sent by the Father and the Son, and He glorifies the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He is our Counselor, Helper, Comforter, and Advocate and He 
is present with and in believers. He convicts the world of sin and regenerates 
spiritually dead sinners, awakening them to repentance and faith, baptizing 
them into union with the Lord Jesus. By the Spirit, believers are renewed, 
sanctified, and adopted into God’s family; they participate in the divine na-
ture and receive spiritual gifts. The Holy Spirit is the deposit of the promised 
inheritance, and in this age indwells, guides, instructs, equips, revives, and 
empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.

REVELATION    
We believe that since God is sovereign and transcendent, the only way we, as His 
creation, can know anything about Him is through His gracious revelation. God has 
revealed Himself in the created order, and has supremely revealed Himself in His 
Son, Jesus. (Psalm 19:1-2; Hebrews 1:1-2; Deuteronomy 29:29)
     

The Bible
By the Holy Spirit, God has graciously revealed Himself in human words: we 
believe that God has divinely inspired the Scriptures, the sixty-six books of 
the Old and New Testaments. These writings alone constitute the verbally 
inspired Word of God, which is utterly authoritative and without error in the 
original writings, complete in its revelation of His will for salvation, suffi-
cient for all that God requires us to believe and do, and final in its authority 
over every domain of knowledge to which it speaks. (2 Timothy 3:16; Psalm 
119)
     
Divine Knowability
We confess that both our finitude and sinfulness prevent the possibility of 
knowing God’s truth exhaustively, but being enlightened by the Spirit of God, 
we can know God’s revealed truth truly. (Psalm 139:6; John 16:13)
     

CREATION
We believe that God created the universe from nothing for His glory; all things were 
created for Him and are upheld by His sovereign power and grace. All creation was 
originally perfect and good and as the pinnacle of creation, God created man and 
woman in His image as His stewards to have dominion over creation, to work and 
cultivate it in obedience to Him so that all things would display His glory. (Genesis 
1:26-31; Isaiah 43:7; Psalm 19:10; 1 Corinthians 10:31)
     

Imago Dei (Image of God)
We believe that every person from every race, tongue, tribe, and nation is 
created in the image of God with inherent worth and value from the mo-
ment of conception and therefore must be treated with compassion, love, 
kindness, respect, and dignity. (Psalm 139:13-16; Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31.) 
All people, regardless of their past or current sin struggles, are loved and 
welcomed at our gatherings and events. Hateful and harassing behaviors or 
attitudes directed toward any individual are to be forsaken and repented of 
or lovingly confronted and corrected. (Luke 15:1-2; Romans 5:6-8; Jude 1:23.)

We believe that God determines who we are. He wonderfully and intention-
ally creates people distinctly male and female; different and yet equal in val-
ue, dignity, and worth. Together, these two complementary genders reflect 
one aspect of God’s image and nature. (Genesis 1:26-27.) Since the fall, all 
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NOTESpeople are sinful and broken sexually, some have a specific struggle regard-
ing their sexual identity, and some are unable to clearly determine their sex 
either genetically or physically (Matthew 19:12). All are created in the image 
of God, and all are called to live a fruitful life in obedience to Christ finding 
their identity in Him through the gospel. All should embrace their biological 
sex insofar as it genetically may be known, as a rejection of their biological 
sex is a rejection of an expression of God’s image within them.

We believe that the meaning of marriage is conveyed only through the join-
ing of one man and one woman in an exclusive covenantal union as explained 
in Scripture. In God’s wise purposes, men and women are not simply inter-
changeable, but were made to complement each other in marriage in mutu-
ally enriching ways which reflect the loving relationship and union between 
Christ and the Church. The husband exercises humble headship in a way 
that displays the caring, sacrificial love of Christ, and the wife confidently 
submits to her husband in a way that models the love of the Church for her 
Lord. (Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-19; 1 Timothy 
2:8–3:13; Titus 1:5-9; Romans 16:1; 1 Corinthians 11:2-16)

We believe God has commanded that no sexual activity be engaged in out-
side of an exclusive marriage between one man and one woman. Any form of 
sexual immorality (including, for example, adultery, fornication, homosex-
ual behavior, bisexual behavior, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography) is 
contrary to God’s intention and design for sexual intimacy and is therefore 
sinful. (Matthew 15:18-20; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10,18; Hebrews 13:4)

We believe that God offers redemption to all who confess and forsake their 
sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. All who are 
redeemed are progressively conformed into the image of Jesus, and when all 
things are made new, will be fully restored in the image of Christ for eternity. 
(Acts 3:19-21; Romans 10:9-10; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

FALL
We believe that Adam, being made in the image of God, distorted that image and 
forfeited his original blessedness, for himself and all mankind, by falling into sin 
through Satan’s temptation. As a result, all human beings are alienated from God, 
corrupted in every aspect of their being (e.g., physically, mentally, volitionally, emo-
tionally, and spiritually) and condemned to death—apart from God’s own gracious 
intervention. All are sinful and have fallen short of the glory of God; we are all totally 
depraved, but we are not utterly depraved. That is, we are sinful in every way, but by 
God’s grace we are not as sinful as we could be. We must recognize our sin if we are 
to recognize and treasure our Savior. (Genesis 3; Romans 5:18-19; Genesis 6:5; Job 
25:4-6; Psalm 51:5; Romans 3:10-11; Romans 8:7-8; John 8:34, 15:5; Romans 7:18, 8:8; 
Ephesians 2:1-3; Hebrews 11:6; Jeremiah 17:9; Psalm 14:3)

         
REDEMPTION
We believe the death and resurrection of Christ provide the only means of salvation 
for sinners, and only those who receive Jesus Christ by faith are justified, regen-
erated, redeemed, and adopted into the family of God as heirs with Christ. We also 
believe that every true Christian will persevere in faith to the end of their life, or 
until Jesus returns, meaning that Christians cannot lose their salvation if they were 
genuinely saved. (John 6:37-39, 10:27-30, 3:36; Romans 8:1, 28-30; Ephesians 1:13-14; 
Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 3:14)
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From all eternity, God determined in grace to save a great multitude of guilty 
sinners from every tribe, language, people, and nation; and to this end He 
foreknew and chose them. We believe that God justifies and sanctifies those 
who by His grace have faith in Jesus, and He will one day glorify them to the 
praise of His glorious grace. (Ezekiel 11:19-20, 36:25-26; Isaiah 53; Romans 
8:28-30, 9:11-13; Galatians 4:5; Ephesians 1:5; 1 Peter 1:1; Revelation 13:7-8; 
John 3:3, 6:44, 6:65; Ephesians 2:4-5; Acts 16:14; Colossians 2:13)
     
The Gospel
The Gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ died for our sins and rose from 
the dead. It is folly to the world, yet the power of God to those who are being 
saved. This good news centers on Jesus, His cross, and His resurrection. This 
good news is biblical, theological, saving, historical, apostolic, and intense-
ly personal. (Matthew 28:18-20; 1 Corinthians 2:2, 15:1-11; 2 Thessalonians 
2:14)
     
Atonement
Christ, by His obedience and death, fully paid the punishment for sin for all 
those who are justified. By His sacrifice on the cross, our sin was imputed to 
Jesus and He bore in our place the punishment due to us for our sins, sat-
isfying God’s wrath. His perfect righteousness is imputed to all who trust 
in Christ alone for their acceptance with God. On the cross God’s wrath on 
sin and His love for sinners meet in perfect justice and grace. (John 3:17; 
Romans 3:23-26, 5:9-10, 16-18, 6:23; Titus 3:7; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Ephesians 
2:1-10; John 10:11, 15, 17:9; Acts 20:28; Romans 5:8, 8:33-34; Galatians 3:13)

     
RESTORATION
We believe that those who have been saved by the grace of God, through union with 
Christ by faith, and the regeneration of the Holy Spirit, enter the kingdom of God 
and are sanctified by an inward transformation that awakens a desire to glorify, 
trust, and obey God. Good works constitute indispensable evidence of saving grace, 
for we are God’s workmanship created for good works. Living as salt in a world that 
is decaying and light in a world that is dark, believers should neither withdraw into 
seclusion from the world, nor become indistinguishable from it. We are to do good 
and glorify God by being part of God’s restoration of His creation as we wait for His 
return to make all things new. (1 Corinthians 1:2, 6:9-11; 2 Corinthians 3:18, 5:17-18; 
Romans 6:19-22, 12:2; Ephesians 2:6, 10; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:23; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews 10:14)
     

The Universal Church
The universal church is made up of all Christians from all times and all plac-
es, and is already seated with Christ in heaven. This universal church is man-
ifest in local churches of which Christ is the only Head. The Church of Jesus 
is distinguished by her Gospel message, her sacred ordinances, her loving 
discipline, her great commission, her love for God, and by her members’ love 
for both one another and the world. The Church is the corporate dwelling 
place of God’s Spirit, and the continuing witness of God in the world. (Acts 
9:31, 15:3-4; Ephesians 1:22-23, 3:10; Colossians 1:18, 24; Matthew 28:18-20)
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The Local Church
A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local con-
gregation of baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellow-
ship of the Gospel. As a church we observe the two ordinances of Christ (Baptism 
& Communion), we are governed by Scripture, we exercise the gifts of the Spirit, 
we enjoy the privileges entrusted to us by His grace, and we exist to extend the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth. Each local congregation operates under the 
Lordship of Christ through a plurality of male elders, male and female deacons, 
and church members. (Acts 11:22, 14:27, 15:30, 20:28; Colossians 4:15-16)
    
The Ordinances
Baptism and communion were ordained by the Lord Jesus Himself. The former 
is connected with the repentance that marks entrance into the new covenant 
community, the latter with the repentance of ongoing covenant renewal. They 
are visible signs of invisible realities, but are not to be regarded as a means of 
salvation. (Luke 22:19-20, 24:30-31; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17, 11:26-28)
     
Eschatology
We look forward to the personal, glorious, and bodily return of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when He will exercise His role as final judge, and His kingdom will be 
consummated. There will be a bodily resurrection of both the justified and the 
unjust—the unjust to judgment and eternal conscious punishment in hell, and 
the justified to eternal blessing in the presence of God, in the new heavens and 
the new earth. On that day the church will be presented faultless before God by 
the obedience, death, and resurrection of Christ, all sin will be purged, and its 
evil effects forever removed. (Acts 1:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 
1:5-12; Hebrews 9:28; Revelation)

NOTES



32



HOW WE LIVE
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Worship Defined
“Worship” = Ascribing and Responding to Worth

“Worship” = Unceasing, Continuous Outpouring

Harold Best, UnceasinG worshiP

We begin with one fundamental fact about worship: at this very moment, 
and for as long as this world endures, everybody inhabiting it is bowing 
down and serving something or someone - an artifact, a person, an 
institution, an idea, a spirit, or God through Christ… …We are, everyone 
of us, unceasing worshipers and will remain so forever.

WORSHIPERS

The Big Picture: 
The Story of the Gospel and Unceasing Worship

1. Creation: The Glory of God and Our Insatiable Desire (Genesis 1:27-28)

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and 
the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the 
earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as 
head above all.

1 ChrONiClES 29:11

2. Fall: Our Mis-Aimed Worship  (Romans 1:21-25)

Harold Best, UnceasinG worshiP

The Fall did not signal the end of worship or continuous outpouring. 
Something deep happened, far down in our being, whereby our entirety 
was inverted and turned to ruin.

3. Redemption: The Perfect Worship of Christ  (Hebrews 4:14-16)

4. Restoration:  Our Future As Perfect Worshippers  (Revelation 7:9-17)
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Continuous Outpouring Conscious Action

I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present 
your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual 
worship.

rOmaNS 12:1

Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.

COlOSSiaNS 3:16

The Two Aspects of Worship

THE WORSHIPPING CHURCH: GATHERED

Why We Gather: It’s Purpose 

We gather as a community in Christ to remember the glory of God and the cov-
enant made by and with Him through Jesus Christ… (The gospel story) 

Take care, lest you forget the covenant of the Lord your God, 
which he made with you, and make a carved image, the form of 
anything that the Lord your God has forbidden you.

DEuTErONOmy 4:23

...and to encourage and build up each other, the Church, with and in this gospel…

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one 
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.

hEbrEwS 10:23-25

...by the ministries of the Word and the Spirit of God. This includes preaching, 
teaching, singing, and confessing truth.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

 COlOSSiaNS 3:16
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Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody 
to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always and for 
everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

EphESiaNS 5:17-21

Why We Gather: It’s Purpose 

In Scripture, we see many activities encouraged, but little specificity regarding
when and how.

• Prayers for the congregations are lifted. (Acts 2:42)
• The Scriptures are read. (1 Timothy 4:13)
• The Scriptures are preached. (Luke 4:20; 2 Timothy 3:15-17)
• The church is built-up through the expression and use of spiritual gifts. (1 

Corinthians 14)
• Songs are sung that praise God and encourage one another, often taken 

directly from Scripture. (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:15-16; 1 Corinthians 
14:15)

• Financial giving is practiced as an act of worship. (2 Corinthians 9:11-15; 
Philippians 4:18; Hebrews 13:16; Acts 5:2)

• The faith is publicly confessed. (1 Timothy 6:12; 1 Peter 3:21; Hebrews 
13:15)

• The people receive God’s blessing. (2 Corinthians 13:14)
• The “holy kiss” is commanded. (Romans 16:16; 1 Corinthians 16:20; 2 Cor-

inthians 13:12)
• The Lord’s Supper and Baptism are practiced.

Liturgy Defined

The word “liturgy” is connected to the idea of work and service. 
• Most commonly, it’s understood as the “work of the people”—the regular 

practices that are expected when Christians gather.

Why is our liturgy important?
• Jewish Synagogue and Temple worship in the Old Testament was a liturgy 

based on remembering and renewing their covenant with Yahweh, primar-
ily focused on the Exodus story.

• Early Christians recognized that story as a type and a foreshadow of the 
Gospel and they adapted many of its rhythms and practices, placing the 
cross in the center of their worship.
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Simon Chan, litUrGical theoloGy

Often the structure of worship is changed without giving 
much thought to its theological consequence. What is 
foremost in the minds of the innovators is whether the 
worship is “relevant” to modern people, whether it meets 
their needs, whether it will attract and retain a crowd. What 
this shows is the need for a sound theology of worship that 
can guide the church’s practice and ensure that its worship 
is truly the worship of the triune God and not hijacked to 
serve other ends.

• Our liturgy is a reflection and result of our theology.
• How we “approach” God is a result of who we think God is.

• Our liturgy shapes our doctrine and theology.
• How we “approach” God teaches us who God is and His characteristics.

Liturgy at Veritas: Living in and Responding to the Gospel

Bryan Chapell, christ-centered worshiP

We worship God according to this Gospel pattern not 
because of arbitrary worship rules, but because the 
content of the Gospel shapes our response to it. We 
love God because He has revealed the Gospel to us, 
so it is natural that our expression of love would be 
framed by the contours of His redemptive work.

Experiencing the Gospel Remembering the Story Actions in Liturgy

God is Holy Creation Call to Worship/
Adoration

We are sinners Fall Confession and/or 
Lament

Jesus saves us Redemption Assurance, the Peace, 
Proclamation
of the Word 
(Instruction)

Jesus sends us Restoration Communion, 
Commitment/
Sending, Benediction
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actions as we remember, experience, 
and respond to the gospel and the 
story of God revealing Himself to us.

Participation

Gathered worship is not primarily just 
a personal encounter with God; it’s an 
encounter with the people of God, filled 
with the Spirit of God, spurring one an-
other along in the mission of God, as we 
celebrate and experience the glory and 
work of God, the Gospel of Jesus! 

Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with thankfulness in your 
hearts to God.

COlOSSiaNS 3:16

The Book of Common Worship

An important characteristic of worship...is that it 
centers on God rather than ourselves and our feelings. 
Our attention is drawn to the majesty and glory of 
the triune God, who created all things and by whose 
power all things are sustained, who was revealed in 
Jesus Christ, raised from the dead to rule over all 
things, and who is at work as the giver of life in and 
among us by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Role and Work of the Holy Spirit

• The Enabler of Worship - The Spirit’s work is to show us the Glory of God 
and enable us to worship God as His children by revealing Christ to us! (Ro-
mans 8:1-17)

And do not get drunk with 
wine, for that is debauchery, 
but be filled with the Spirit, 
addressing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs,singing and making 
melody to the Lord with your 
heart.

EphESiaNS 5:18-19

Our liturgical flow: 
• Call to Worship
•  Adoration
• Confession
• Assurance of Salvation
• Passing of the Peace
• Proclamation of the Word
• Rejoicing in Communion
• Commitment/Sending/Benedic-

tion

 J.I. Packer

The Christian’s life in all 
its aspects, intellectual and 
ethical, devotional and 
relational, upsurging in worship 
and outgoing in witness, is 
supernatural; only the Spirit can 
sustain it.
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encourage the body of Christ as the Spirit of Christ dwells in us. (1 Corin-
thians 12-14)

Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of service, but 
the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is 
the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone. To each is 
given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.

1 COriNThiaNS 12:4-7

Pursue love, and 
earnestly desire the 
spiritual gifts…

1 COriNThiaNS 14:12

So with yourselves, since 
you are eager for the 
manifestations of the 
Spirit, strive to excel in 
building up the church.

EphESiaNS 5:18-19

• We don’t gather together and consciously worship God so that we receive 
the spiritual gifts—the gifts being the end goal. It is as we gather and focus 
on worshiping and responding to God and the glory of Christ that He gives 
us His gifts, through His Spirit, our helper, to build up and encourage the 
body—with God’s glory being the end goal.

• The work and gifts of the Spirit should be evident when Christians gather 
(worship gatherings) just as it should be evident in our scattered lives. We 
often miss opportunities to celebrate the work of the Spirit as we rational-
ize and view things as “natural” or “coincidence”.

Singing and Music

• We sing in response to the Bible’s commands to sing. There are many, many 
references:

Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it 
is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting

pSalm 147:1

• We sing following the example of Israel, the Church, God the Father, and 
our singing Savior.

The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his 
love; he will exult over you with loud singing.

ZEphaNiah 3:17
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It has been said that the Christian faith is a sung faith.

• It’s part of the church encouraging each other and builds unity.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

COlOSSiaNS 3:16

• Singing and making music is a natural response of worship, adoration and 
praise designed by God.

Harold Best, , , ,  UnceasinG worshiP

But if I did so [deny the power of art/music], I would be denying the mind of 
God, who filled his universe with such wonder and delight that more often 
than not the only thing that will suffice is a shout or a dance or a doxology.

• The Danger of Music and Singing: It does not lead us in worship and it is 
not about our preferences.

Harold Best, , , ,  UnceasinG worshiP

Since Christians come to such gatherings as continuous worshipers, it should 
now be obvious that it is erroneous to assume that the arts, especially music, 
are to be depended on to lead to worship. ... If we think this way, we fuel 
two untruths at one time. … that worship can start and stop, and worse, that 
music or some other artistic or human device bears the responsibility for 
doing the starting or the facilitating. ... Second ... that music and the arts 
have a kind of power in themselves that can be falsely related to, or equated 
with, Spirit-power.

Expression & Response

• We sing in response to the Bible’s commands to sing. There are many, many 
references:

Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
—Psalm 47:1

Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and 
pipe!
—Psalm 150:4

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, 
our Maker!
—Psalm 95:6

Lift up your hands to the holy place and bless the Lord!
—Psalm 134:2
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response to God’s glory and the 
beauty of the gospel.

• What idols have we placed above 
God if we are unwilling to be 
“moved” in a worshipful response 
to God’s glory? 

I will celebrate before 
the Lord. I will become 
even more undignified 
than this, and I will be 
humiliated in my own 
eyes.

2 SamuEl 6:21-22

COMMITMENT
We resolve to genuinely worship the one, true God as Father, Son, and Spirit as we
live out our lives and as we gather together.

PRAYING OUR WORSHIP FORWARD

I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies 
of God, to present 
your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual 
worship.

rOmaNS 12:1

Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and 
admonishing one 
another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual 
songs, with thankfulness 
in your hearts to God.

COlOSSiaNS 3:16

Prayer Requests for Worshipping

• Pray that we would be a church that worships boldly in all areas, gathered 
and scattered, because we understand and rest in our identity as redeemed 
worshipers in Christ. 

• Pray that your heart would respond to the glory of God!

Reflect

What are our expectations and “attitudes of the heart” as we gather to worship 
each Sunday?

In what ways can we grow in seeing all we do as part of our outpouring of worship 
to God
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Sam Storms, The Beginner’s Guide to Spiritual Gifts
W. David O. Taylor, For the Beauty of the Church
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—Timothy Lane & Paul Tripp, how PeoPle chanGe

God’s work of change has relationships both as the necessary means and a wonderful 
goal. Humble community is not the icing on the cake of Christianity. In a real way, it is the 
cake. These relationships of love are a means of personal growth, a mark of God’s people 
being purified, and a clear argument to the world for the truth of the gospel.

IDENTITY IN COMMUNITY
We are community because the Bible says followers of Jesus are God’s children, and
therefore we are brothers and sisters in Christ. This fact means we can enjoy deep
and meaningful relationships with each other because we all share the same Father.
As a community, it is our joy and calling to care for the needs of one another, both
physically and spiritually. We disciple, nurture, and hold one another accountable to
this covenant life we live together.

This beautiful community created by the Gospel has a purpose beyond itself. This
community is meant to be on display for the watching world to see the transforming
and unifying power of the gospel. God’s glory is seen and experienced by those
who don’t yet know him as they encounter and interact with the life of a Community
Group. (John 1:12-13, 13:34; Romans 12:16; 1 Thessalonians 2:8; 1 Peter 1:22, 1 Peter 
2:9)

We want to invest in the body of Christ—to learn the Gospel and teach it to one
another daily. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we are part of a new family that we
hope to grow and build as we learn the truth of the Gospel together.

So, being affectionately 
desirous of you, we 
were ready to share [our 
mission] with you not only 
the gospel of God [our 
message] but also our own 
selves [our community], 
because you had become 
very dear to us.

1 ThESSalONiaNS 2:8

Scot McKnight, emBracinG Grace

The gospel is the work of God to 
restore humans to union with God 
and communion with others, in the 
context of a community, for the good 
of others and the world.

COMMUNITY
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The rhythm of community in the church happens in many different ways wheth-
er you are coming to a Sunday gathering, getting coffee with a Christian friend, or 
investing in your neighborhood by throwing a block party. But one of the main ways 
that we express our desire to live in intentional relationship with one another is 
through what we call Community Groups.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

What Are Community Groups? 
Community Groups are communities of people that are sent to declare and display 
the gospel to a specific people. Community Groups serve as the primary means of 
community, discipleship, and mission. 

At Veritas, we take seriously our calling to grow in godliness. Community Groups 
provide a context of loving relationships through transformation that happens as 
the gospel is applied to everyday living. Change takes place as real life is shared, 
real truth is applied, and the real Jesus ministers in and through His people—it is 
beautiful and such a privilege!

Growing Together 
Spiritual growth, accountability, and soul care can occur organically as 
we learn together how to love the Lord and our neighbors as ourselves. 

Serving Columbus 
Community Groups also serve as a means of reaching others for Christ, 
recognizing that seeing the gospel lived out in a caring community serves 
as a powerful testimony to the radical love of God. 

Being the Church 
At Veritas, groups are not only the primary entry point for community, 
but truly represent the church at a personal level. Therefore, belonging 
to a Community Group is the way to truly be a part of Veritas.

Why Do We Have Community Groups? 
As with every ministry at Veritas, the gospel of Jesus Christ drives all that we do. It 
is no different for Community Groups. We are passionate about our groups for five 
biblical reasons:

1. We are created for community. As people made in God’s image, we are made 
for relationships—with God and others. (Genesis 2)

2. We are called into community. As people saved by grace, we are redeemed 
individually for a corporate existence—as part of the body of Christ. (1 Peter 
2:9-10)

3. We are cared for in community. As people cared for and comforted by our 
heavenly Father, we are compelled to love others in the same manner. 
(Ephesians 5:1)

4. We are changed in community. As people who are on a journey of change, we 
are transformed by the grace of God through caring relationships found in 
community. (James 5:16)



47

NOTES5. We are commissioned in community. As people who have received the 
redeeming love of Christ, we show our love of God through sharing the good 
news and doing good deeds so that others may praise Him. (Ephesians 2:10)

WHAT DOES IT LOOK LIKE FOR ME TO JOIN A 
COMMUNITY GROUP?

By Inquiry
You can begin the process of getting plugged into a group in your neighborhood by 
going to our website veritascolumbus.com/community to view the groups, or you 
can contact Mike and Amanda Murphy, who are leaders at our church that could 
help you find a group that’s best for you.

Mike Murphy
mike.murphy@veritascolumbus.com

Amanda Murphy
amanda.murphy@veritascolumbus.com

By Invitation
Someone you meet in church or at a church-related activity may invite you to their 
group. Don’t be afraid to ask people at Veritas about their Community Groups— 
where they meet, what their group’s focus has been, etc. Many groups are open to 
receiving new participants, and this is a great way to find out if a group might be 
right for you.

Commitment
Being part of a Community Group is like being part of a family. You are committing 
yourself to living life with others and reorienting your life around a common 
mission. This may seem like a bold thing to ask our members to be part of, but we 
are simply asking you to be who you are. It is our conviction that this is who we are 
as followers of Jesus. It’s ok to struggle through this together. We are all going to 
eventually resent community and realize that it would be easy to isolate ourselves or 
find a new community. 

Tips for Finding a Community Group
• Seek a group in or near your own neighborhood—this helps you interact 

with those in the group more than once a week and allows you to engage 
in a shared mission rather than several different individual “mission 
fields”.

• Set realistic expectations—there are no perfect groups!

• Approach groups like family—they can be messy at times, but worth it 
overall. 

• Stretch your comfort zone—realize that different is not bad. Good friends 
are found everywhere.

• Contact the group leader prior to your first visit—share any needs, such 
as childcare.

See current group listing online (veritascolumbus.com) or in a handout at the 
connect table.
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NOTES LEADING A COMMUNITY GROUP 

Experience 
The first step to leading a group is being in one. Being committed to a group allows 
you to experience the rhythms of group life at Veritas first-hand. 

Apprentice 
Let your current leader know that you are interested in leading a group. They will 
give you opportunities to lead while providing helpful feedback. 

Launch 
Launching new groups is something we want to see happen often. In order to start 
a new group you must address a few questions: 1) Who are we sent to reach? 2) How 
will you live out the rhythms of Veritas (Worship, Community, Servants, Learning, 
Missionaries) as a group? We also want to see groups have a male and female leader. 
So if you are single, finding someone to lead with you will be an important piece.

VERITAS COMMITMENT
We resolve to be a church community rooted firmly in the gospel we see in the
Bible. We resolve to be a healthy community, sustained by Jesus Christ and by the
commitment of Elders, Deacons, and Members. We resolve to work through issues,
seek our Father in prayer, and pursue a loving relationship with the world around us.

PRAYING OUR COMMUNITY FORWARD

Our World Belongs to God

Christ gathers a new community. Satan and his evil forces 
seek whom they may confuse and swallow; but Jesus 
builds His church, His Spirit guides, and grace abounds. 
The church is the fellowship of those who confess 
Jesus as Lord. She is the Bride of Christ, His chosen 
partner, loved by Jesus and loving Him: delighting in His 
presence, seeking Him in prayer, silent before the mystery 
of His love. Our new life in Christ is celebrated and 
nourished in the fellowship of congregations where God’s 
name is praised, His Word proclaimed, His way taught; 
where sins are confessed, prayers and gifts are offered, 
and sacraments are celebrated.
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REFLECT
What do you think about community? Have you been turned off by a bad church
experience in the past?

What do you expect of participating in a church community? Do you long to be a part
of a deep community, or do you just want a place to worship on Sundays?

RESOURCES
Tim Lane & Paul Tripp, Relationships
Steve Timmis & Tim Chester, Total Church

NOTES
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SERVICE

IDENTITY AS SERVANTS
Foundation: God’s Image-Bearers

Our identity as servants is found in the fact that we are made in the image of God, 
who is a servant. (1 John 3:16-18) 

As God’s image-bearers, we’re hardwired to serve. Service is not something we do, it’s 
integral to who we are.

The act of serving helps make sense of our call to church membership and commit-
ment to a body of believers. (1 Corinthians 12:12-20)

Our example is set and stated by Jesus when he stated even He had come to serve, 
not to be served. (Mark 10:42-45)

Motivation: The Gospel

Our motivation to serve is that Christ came and served us in order to bring us into
God’s family. (Ephesians 2:11-22; Hebrews 13:11-16; Philippians 2:4-8)

We serve a redeeming God who is in the business of mending, not just spiritual
brokenness, but bodily brokenness as well (Isaiah 58). Our identity as broken people
in need of a Savior compels us to echo themes of the Gospel, such as mercy and
reconciliation.

Matt Chandler

We serve because Jesus has served us. His service should melt our 
hearts and cause us to serve others out of sheer gratitude to Him. 
That’s the appropriate response to His loving service of us.

The more we grasp our own brokenness and need for a Savior, the more we are com-
pelled to respond to the brokenness around us.

Tim Keller

There is a direct link between a person’s grasp of the gospel and their 
desire to serve the poor.
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We believe that the Gospel reforms our motivations to serve. Both individually and
corporately, our initial efforts to show mercy will be speckled with wrong 
motivations of guilt and duty. By God’s grace, we serve with boldness and 
repentance, knowing that God will be working in and through our feeble efforts.

EXAMPLE: JESUS
Jesus is our model servant.

The Nature of Christ’s Service

• Humble (Matthew 20:5-28)

The Greatest Is Least

Implication: We don’t view any person or opportunity as unworthy of our 
time or effort.

• Holistic (John 13:1-20; Philippians 2:1-11)

The gospel reveals that the entirety of Jesus’ life was one of humble service
and sacrifice.

Implication: We don’t segment our lives to avoid challenging situations 
or opportunities to serve. Rather, we look for chances to serve wherever 
they appear.

• Sacrifice (Philippians 2:1-11; Galatians 4:4-7)

Christ humbled Himself and took our place to gain our status as sons. He
fulfilled the perfect service that we never could. Only Jesus was an accept-
able payment for our sins.

Implication: We have nothing to prove or to earn through our service. 
This frees us to serve with a joy only possible through the gospel! We 
must think of service in terms of others, not ourselves.

SERVICE & DISCIPLE-MAKING
We are to think of our service as laying down our lives that others may come to know 
Jesus or grow deeper in their relationship with Him. (1 John 3:16-18; 1 Peter 2:9-12) 

As Christ’s service to us brought us into God’s family, our service should seek to do 
the same. Service is a mission strategy—we reach out to bring others into God’s fami-
ly. Our love for our neighbor bears witness to our love for God. (1 John 4:19-21) 

Our service is about people, not tasks. 

Our desire is not to have people dependent on us, but on Jesus.
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RHYTHMS OF SERVICE
SERVING GOD
In response to His gospel, all of our service is first and foremost directed to God.

SERVING THE CHURCH
• Connect
• Kids
• Music/Band
• Audio/Media Techs
• Prayer

SERVING THE CITY

Mercy ministries connect our learning with our living. We are taught the 
“what” and “why” of the Gospel, but we often have trouble figuring out the 
“how” of being on Gospel mission. It is so easy for us to get caught up in 
religious routine and neglect God’s heart for justice, mercy, and faithfulness 
(Micah 6:8).

Core Convictions

• Biblical Definition of Poverty
How we respond to poverty will be informed by our understanding of it’s 
causes. If we think the cause of poverty is a lack of knowledge, we will edu-
cate. If we think it is a lack of resources, we will give things. However, if we 
see that poverty is a result of broken relationships, then poverty alleviation, 
in it’s truest form, is focused on reconciling relationships. We were made to 
be in relationship with our Creator, His creation (society), our self, and oth-
ers. Based on that definition of poverty, we all suffer from a form of poverty

• Asset-based Community Development
Rather than focus on what’s lacking in individuals and neighborhoods 
(needs-based development) we will focus on giftings and solutions. We be-
lieve that God has blessed every person with gifts and resources that should 
be used to glorify Him. This affirms people’s dignity and creates an environ-
ment of growth rather than dependency. 

• Gospel Centered Mercy Work: We are all broken; in need of a Savior. We 
have a Savior and have received incredible mercy. It’s this mercy, God’s mer-
cy shown to us, that compels us to care for the broken around us.

Nate Palmer

Serving in the church is not just the 
privilege of the few. It is the call of 
every Christian’s life.
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NOTES Gospel Centered Mercy Work Organization-Centered Service Projects

flows out of our identity as broken, 
rescued by our Creator

can skip over identity and only be a 
practice

long-term in scope short-term in scope
requires ongoing intentionality allows a lazy, distracted attitude
is fueled by sheer gratitude and overflow 
of grace that we’ve received from God

is fueled by feelings of guilt or a quest 
for warm, fuzzy feelings

seeks to be a social seam only furthers the gap between “us” and 
“them.”

exposes our selfish hearts and sin 
tendencies

allows us to further mask our own 
brokenness

OUTREACH > MERCY > JUSTICE
By intertwining the work of outreach, mercy, and justice, we have developed a holis-
tic model for Kingdom renewal. As we are present in our neighborhoods and build 
relationships (outreach), we see deep brokenness and choose to walk alongside those 
who are suffering (mercy). As we walk alongside those who are suffering, we are con-
fronted with deep injustice and broken systems; this causes our efforts to narrow in 
on specific ventures to decrease need and make things right (justice).

Outreach

Outreach is...
• Intentionally being present at events in the neighborhoods surrounding the 

West congregation 
• Getting to know our neighbors, while allowing them to get to know the 

church
...so that...

• Veritas is presented as a caring community partner that serves. 
• Genuine relationships are built with our neighbors.
• Veritas builds a strong, tangible presence in our neighborhoods.

Mercy

 Mercy is...
• a force that compels us to acts of compassion and care. 
• moving toward someone to alleviate the consequences of sin by bringing 

healing and hope to one’s pain. 
• coming alongside brokenness with compassion.

...so that...
• Contextual & relational poverty alleviation ministry exists in our neighbor-

hoods. 
• The church can provide immediate care and relief for people in crisis. 
• Veritas’ city-wide reputation is one of outward love, generosity, and unity.
• The gospel message is spread through our actions as we show Christ’s mercy 

to others.
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Justice

Justice is:
• rightness
• moving towards how things ought to be
• making things right right in our communities 

...so that...
• we are responding to injustice and oppression as the Body of Christ.
• we are joining together the poor and the powerful to challenge and change 

culture & systems with biblical justice .
• human trafficking is being stopped in Columbus and survivors are being 

cared for by the church.
• underserved neighbors in the Hilltop can be engaged and known by the 

church, developed as leaders, and given the opportunity to participate in 
healthy, vibrant economic development. 

• God’s heart for justice is revealed to our neighbors through our actions.

Emergency Assistance: We reserve money each year to meet the emergency needs 
of our members and surrounding neighbors as they experience crises and need of 
financial assistance/gifts. 

OUTREACH & PARTNERSHIPS
As a church, this is our opportunity to get to know our community. It’s also our 
chance to make ourselves known in the community. We want our neighbors to 
be seeing the church as a body that not only enjoys, but serves the neighborhood. 
Through our efforts, we aim to build a strong, tangible presence in neighborhoods 
throughout Columbus.

Veritas West Community Outreach Opportunities
Throughout the year, Veritas West will volunteer at events, community gardens and 
other community lead projects. These volunteer opportunities are focused on sim-
ply getting out into the Westside community and meeting neighbors. There is not 
commitment expected other than the day you are serving. To learn more about when 
and where to serve, join the Veritas West Facebook Group. 

1. Litter Pick Ups, Weekly
2. Feed My Sheep, Hilltop
3. Franklinton Bulk Clean Up
4. Jericho’s, Franklinton
5. Yale Community Garden, Franklinton
6. Highland Community Garden, Hilltop
7. South Central Hilltop Clean Ups, Hilltop
8. Hilltop Beach Festival, Safety Party
9. Highland West Clean Ups
10. Greater Westside Clean Up, City of Co-
lumbus Code Enforcement
11. National Night Out, Franklinton
12. National Night Out, Hilltop
13. CelebrateONE First Birthdays
14. YMCA Outreach, Hilltop
15. Wedgewood Soccer Field Clean Up

16. Franklinton Art League
17. Hilltop Bean Dinner
18. Green Columbus, Hilltop
19. Summer Jam, Hilltop
20. Little Library’s, Franklinton
21. Avondale Place, Franklinton
22. Chicago Ave Community Garden
23. Westside Freestore, Hilltop
24. One Devine Line, Hilltop
25. Week of Service, Central City 
Church, Franklinton
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SAFE FAMILIES FOR CHILDREN
veritascolumbus.com/sf

Safe Families for Children is a ministry partner through which we are able to serve 
families in crisis. Through radical hospitality, we can open our homes to children for 
a short period of time while their parent(s) address a crisis. We get to build relation-
ships with families and show them the love of Christ.

There are many ways to be involved:

• Host Family: takes in children of parents in crisis. Build relationship with bio 
parents

• Family Coach: Provides support to the referring parents who are in crisis and 
having their kids hosted. Also provide support to the host parents hosting those 
kids. And you make sure the kids being hosted are safe. Similar to a case manager

• Family Friends and Resource Friends: Provide wrap around support to the host 
parents during a hosting.

• Ministry Lead: Keeps the ministry going in the church. Usually a team of people.

Block Parties
Throughout the summer, Veritas West host block parties in our parking lot to pro-
vide a place of fellowship, fun and food for our neighborhood. We are a congregation 
invite the community a few days before and offer a time of safe fun for the children 
to run and play and adult a time to meet each other and the church. In the past, we 
have had police, medical providers, state troopers, and various community resources 
partner with us as we serve our community.

KEY PARTNERS

REFUGE MINISTRIES
therefugeohio.org

Vision: Changing lives of the addicted and those surrounding them through 
discipleship.

The Refuge’s 4 Phase Women’s Program changes lives by breaking the bonds of 
addiction, trafficking, abuse and hopelessness. The Refuge desires to be a safe 
place for every woman to discover God and to experience unconditional love and 
acceptance which will change their lives, families and communities.

There is absolutely no cost, and no insurance needed to go through The Refuge.

Email info@therefugeohio.org for more information.



57

SERVING BY GIVING 
Money is simply a tool to aid us in our lives as Christians and 
to carry out the following purposes: 

• Loving and Glorifying God

But if anyone does not provide 
for his relatives, and especially for 
members of his household, he has 
denied the faith and is worse than 
an unbeliever.

1 TimOThy 5:8

Honor the Lord with your wealth

prOvErbS 3:9

NOTES

• Advancement of the Gospel Giving your first fruits to the work of the 
Gospel through the church

• Providing for the Needs of Your Family

• Loving People - through generosity, hospitality, and blessing others

SHE HAS A NAME
shehasaname.com

Started by Veritas Community Church, She Has A Name is a strong community of 
abolitionists that exists to fight human trafficking through education, collaboration, 
and survivor care. We join together declaring that survivors of human trafficking 
have a name, a nobility, and a narrative.

On-Ramps for Volunteers:
• Attend our next Anti-Human Trafficking Training
• Connect with our Volunteer Coordinator 
• Attend our annual gala: A Night of Hope - coming October, 2018 

Email shehasaname@veritascolumbus.com for more information.

Until we properly understand the function of money from a biblical perspective, we 
can’t begin to leverage it for its true purposes. Our money is most effecti e when it 
is used in line with how God calls us to use it. After all, our money is God’s money. 
(James 1:16-18; John 1:1-5; Haggai 2:8; Psalm 50:10, 139:13; Luke 12:6-8; Acts 16:24-
25; Deuteronomy 8:17-18)



58

NOTES BIBLICAL TITHING
“Tithing” literally means “tenth”, a numerical measurement

Old Testament - It was basically (but not technically) a law, though no punishment 
is found for not tithing.

• Ten percent of the money given funded the Levite priests’ ministry. 
(Numbers 18:21-29; 27:30)

• Ten percent paid for festivals to build community and for celebrations. 
(Deuteronomy 12:10-11; 12:17-18; 14:22-27)

• Three percent of the tithe was given to help the poor. (Deuteronomy 
14:28-29)

• Crop gleanings were collected by the poor and alien. (Leviticus 19:9-10)

• Occasionally, additional tithes above and beyond regular giving were 
collected. (Nehemiah 10:32-33)

The total “mandatory” Old Testament giving resulted in over 25% of a family’s gross 
income.

New Testament - The New Testament calls for grace-centered giving, not law-
centered giving. The word “tithe” is rarely used and only for the rebuke of the 
Pharisees and relating Old Testament stories.

The Grace of Giving (2 Corinthians 8-9)

• Giving is a joy and an honor.
• Giving is a heart issue; there is no standard.
• Giving should come from your first fruit.
• Giving should be done regularly, cheerfully, and sacrificially.
• Giving is tied to your proportion of faith.
• The amount is between you and God.

Giving is a spiritual gift (Romans 12): some have a greater measure of this gift, 
coupled with faith.

Notes on Giving
• Veritas budgets are available at any time—email 

veritas@veritascolumbus.com. 

• Veritas is committed to directly give at least 10% to church planting and 
missions.
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Jonathan Edwards

We in many cases may, by the rule of the gospel, be obliged 
to give to others when we can’t without suffering ourselves...
If our neighbor’s difficulties an necessities are much greater 
than ours and we see that they are not likely to be relieved, 
we should be willing to suffer with them and to take part of 
their burden upon ourselves. Or else how is that rule fulfilled 
f bearing one another’s burdens? If we are never obliged 
to relieve others’ burdens, but only when we do it without 
burdening ourselves, then how do we bear our neighbor’s 
burdens, when we bear no burden at all?

• Should non-Christians give?
• How can I tithe at Veritas?

• Cash or check during the Sunday services — in the baskets or in the 
mounted giving boxes.

• Mail a check to “605 N. High St. PMB 120, Columbus, OH 43215”
• Set up an automatic payment with your bank sent to the address above.
• Online at methods first
• Through your GivingFire account

• How much should I give? (2 Corinthians 9:6-8)
• Does Veritas have controls for ensuring my contributions are handled safely?

VERITAS COMMITMENT
• We resolve to live out our identity as servants with our whole lives, both as 

community and individuals.
• We resolve to serve by using our gifts for the benefit of other. (1 Corinthians 

12) 
•  We resolve to serve right-heartedly by obedience, gladness, grace/

forgiveness, and love. (Deuteronomy 13:4; Psalm 84:10; Isaiah 6:6-8; 
Galatians 5:13)

• Our goal is to be more like Jesus. (Philippians 1:6-11)
• We resolve to give no less than 10% of our budget to church planting and 

missions.

Common Questions about Giving
• Should giving vary by income? (1 Corinthians 16:1-2)
• Should a broke college student give? (2 Corinthians 8:1-4)
• What should I do if I cannot afford to give?



60

NOTES

RESOURCES
Randy Alcorn, The Treasure Principle

Arthur Bennet (editor), The Valley of Vision

Steve Corbett, Brian Fikkert, & David Platt, When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate 
Poverty Without Hurting the Poor and Yourself

Tim Keller, Generous Justice

Tim Keller, Ministries of Mercy

Robert Lupton, Toxic Charity: How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They Help 
(and How to Reverse It)

Daniel Montgomery & Mike Cosper, Faithmapping (especially chapter 7)

Jamie Munson, Money

Veritas Vox: How to Respond to Homelessness on a Sunday Morning

REFLECT
Where do you feel called to serve? What area or issue do you feel passionate about
pursuing?

Do you truly consider all that you have as given to you by God? What things do you
close your fist around and say, “That’s mine!”?

A historic Puritan prayer, the Valley of Vision

Let me learn by paradox that the way down is the way up, that 
to be low is to be high, that the broken heart is the healed 
heart, that the contrite spirit is the rejoicing spirit, that the 
repenting soul is the victorious soul, that to have nothing is to 
possess all, that to bear the cross is to wear the crown.

PRAYING OUR SERVICE FORWARD
We grow as servants as we continually rely more on God through prayer.
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In the tragic scene of Genesis 3, sin enters the world. Perhaps the most destructive 
effect of that event is that the way we view and relate to God is distorted. Humans no 
longer walk with Him in the garden enjoying His wonderful presence. Adam and Eve 
hide from God because they are filled with shame. God clothes them in animal skin1  
and sends them out of the garden. What a tragic event! 

However, this isn’t the end of the story. Genesis 3:15 tells of an offspring of the wom-
an who will crush the serpent once and for all.2 God has a mission—it is a mission of 
glory. He promises a day when once again He will be our God and we will be His peo-
ple.3 We read throughout the rest of the Scriptures how God will create a community 
to reveal His glory to and a community to display His glory through. He is displaying 
to the world who He truly is—a God of love, justice, wrath, and abundant grace and 
mercy. This finds its culmination in the cross where the innocent God-man, Jesus 
Christ, is brutally murdered for sins He didn’t commit in order to give sinners the 
right to become sons of God. 

This beautiful gospel is what has transformed (and is transforming) the lives of the 
church! After Jesus rises from the dead, He gathers His disciples together and what 
does He do with them? They eat, of course, but Luke tells us that Jesus taught them 
some theology:

Then the disciples go out and start preaching all that Jesus taught them and the 
church explodes!4 This amazing message has the power to transform lives as the 
Spirit comes and does a great work.

Even before that, Jesus came preaching and teaching.5 He was often addressed as 
“teacher.”6 

1 This is not the last time that God would kill a living being in order to cover the shame of sinners. Praise 
God that one day He would kill His own Son and clothe us with His very own righteousness! This would lead to the 
crushing of the curse- instead of a kicking out of God’s presence, a welcoming into His presence as His children
2 I will put enmity between you and the woman,and between your offspring and her offspring; He shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel.”
3 Genesis 17:7; Jeremiah 24:7; 31:31-34; 32:36; Ezekiel 11:20; 37:15, 23; Zechariah 8:8
4 See the growth described in the book of Acts—Acts 2:41, 47; 4:4; 6:7; 9:31; 12:24; 16:4; 19:20
5 Mark 4:1; 6:2; 8:31; Matthew 1:11; Acts 1:1
6 e.g. Luke 20:21

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 
he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.

lukE 24:27

LEARNERS
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is one where teaching and learning are fundamental to the mission. One of the 
requirements of elders is that they are “able to teach.”8 

Then when Jesus goes to be with the Father He sends a helper, the Holy Spirit, and 
what is He called? Teacher.9 He guides and directs the church through teaching them 
who God is and what that means for their lives. 

Consider the letters Paul writes to the churches in the New Testament. What is he 
doing there? He is engaging them in theological study. Is it dry? Is it impractical? Of 
course not. He is showing churches that the basis for the way they live their shared 
life as a community on mission is based on theology. Perhaps the most clear example 
of this is the book of Ephesians. Paul spends the first 3 chapters focusing mainly 
on diving deep into the theology of the gospel and then spends the next 3 chapters 
showing how that theology frames the practical outworking of our relationships 
(relationships with each other, in marriages, between parents and children, and 
between bosses and workers). 

We hope that you see the great importance of theological learning and share our 
conviction that theology is not just for our heads, but it fuels our hearts and hands as 
well. Theological study is not an end in itself. Theological study ought always to lead 
to worship and transformed lives. If your heart has been captured by God’s gospel, 
then when you read about it, think deeply upon it, and discuss it with others, it will 
lead to your heart being full of worship for the One who would perform such an 
amazing transformation on regular sinners like us. 

The church community is a community where teaching and learning are regular 
rhythms of who we are. We want to foster learning and pray that the Spirit will use it 
to transform us and those around us.

RHYTHMS OF LEARNING 
Gathered Worship 
You’ll notice when we gather for worship together that we are rehearsing the truths 
of the gospel together. Considering this, you might say that our weekend gatherings 
are theology classes. Notice the overall rhythm that takes place at our gatherings: 
there is a revelation of who God is and there is a response in worship. What a 
beautiful picture of theological learning!

Community Groups 
In Community Groups, you are part of a community of people living “life on 
mission.” We take responsibility for one another and open up our lives to one 
another. These are relationships where we remind each other of the great truths of 
the gospel, we think through the Scriptures together, we ask questions about what 
we don’t understand, and we teach one another. Theological learning happens best 
as a part of community.

7 1 Timothy 4:11; 6:2
8 1 Timothy 3:2
9 Luke 12:12; John 14:26
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NOTESFormations Classes
Formations Classes foster a love for God.  Our Formations Classes include the 
basics we want all our members to understand and live out.  These include: Bible 
Interpretation (Hermeneutics), Formation (Growth),  Mission, and Community and 
Care.  We also have Elective Classes which cover a variety of subjects we think are 
important to the Christian life. This is where you have freedom to choose a class on a 
subject you are passionate about or an area in which you need growth.  

VERITAS COMMITMENT 
We are disciples of Christ who proactively seek our own development and the 
development of others; growing together in our love for Jesus and obedience to all 
He commanded. As part of this church community we are committed to helping you 
grow in your love for God and understanding of what He has done on our behalf. 
We also want you to take hold of the great responsibility to be part of the spiritual 
development of others in this community and take an active role in encouraging 
them to love and worship God in every area of their lives.

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 
the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by 
craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 
whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 
when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds 
itself up in love.

EphESiaNS 4:11-16

PRAYING OUR LEARNING FORWARD

Prayer
Great Father, help us to recognize our identity as learners. Open our hearts to a 
deeper understanding of who You are and what You have done. Let theological learn-
ing bring us great joy because it is leading us to love You more deeply. May we take 
responsibility for one another and encourage one another to think through Your 
Word and its implications for our lives. Thank you for caring about us so much that 
You would send the Holy Spirit to teach us. Thank you for the joy of spending the 
rest of our lives learning more about Your tremendous love.
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Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you I wait all the day long.
Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.

pSalm 25:4-5, 8-10

REFLECT
How can you live out your identity as a Learner? How can you encourage others to 
do so as well?

Which better describes you?

• You don’t see the value in studying theology because you don’t see many 
practical applications.

• You love theological study, but you struggle to make that understanding 
interact with your daily life.

RESOURCES
Books

Mortimer Adler, How to Read a Book
D.A. Carson, Exegetical Fallacies
Gordon Fee, Reading the Bible for All It’s Worth
Graeme Goldsworthy, According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in 
the Bible
Graeme Goldsworthy, Gospel-Centered Hermeneutics
Wayne Grudem, Christian Beliefs
Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology
Os Guinness, Fit Bodies, Fat Minds: Why Evangelicals Don’t Think and What 
to Do About It
Tim Keller, Gospel in Life
Tim Keller, The Reason for God
John Piper, Think!: The Life of the Mind and the Love of God
Rob Plummer, Understanding the Bible: A Guide to Reading and Enjoying 
Scripture
Neil Postman, Amusing Ourselves to Death
Steve Timmis & Tim Chester, Gospel Centered Church
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Websites

The Gospel Coalition | thegospelcoalition.org
9Marks Ministries | www.9marks.org
Redeemer Presbyterian Church | redeemer.com
Desiring God Ministries | www.desiringgod.org
Biblical Training.org | www.biblicaltraining.org
Monergism | monergism.com
The GCM Collective | www.gcmcollective.org
Truth for Life | www.truthforlife.org
Key Life Network | www.keylife.org
The Bible Project | bibleproject.com
Enduring Word | enduringword.com/bible-commentary

Family Learning Resources

David Helm, The Big Picture Story Bible
Sally Lloyd-Jones, Jesus Storybook Bible
Sally Lloyd-Jones, Thoughts to Make Your Heart Sing
Marty Machowski, Gospel Story Bible
Marty Machowski, Long Story Short: Ten-Minute Devotions to Draw Your 
Family to God
Doug Mauss, Action Bible
Bruce Ware, Big Truths for Young Hearts

Apps

• Veritas Community Church
• Christian Creeds and Reformed Confessions
• ESV Bible
• Fighter Verse
• New City Catechism (for individuals and families)
• Redeemer Presbyterian Church
• Truth For Life
• YouVersion Bible

NOTES
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NOTESIDENTITY AS MISSIONARIES
Do you think of yourself as a missionary? You may say, “I’m not a missionary, I have a 
regular job.” The Bible declares otherwise.

Tim Chester & Steve Timmis, total chUrch

We are as much missionaries here and now as we would be if we 
were part of a cross-cultural team in another part of the world. 
Mission is central to us wherever we are.

People all over the Bible were sent out to do God’s work. Some had ‘regular’ jobs, 
others had more specific callings for provision. But one thing is common with those 
sent out in the Bible, they were on a mission from God. Abraham was sent to out 
to bring about the nation through whom God would bless all people. (Genesis 17) 
Moses was sent to lead the Hebrews, God’s chosen people, out of the oppressive 
slavery from Pharaoh. (Exodus 3) There were even those heroes of the faith who did 
not like their mission. Men like Joseph, Daniel, Jacob, and the famous Jonah. God 
sent these missionaries to accomplish His will. “I’m sending you…” was written in 
every case, as He desires us as God’s people, to be sent ones. 

Then there was Jesus, the ultimate missionary. The Father sent Him and Jesus and 
the Father send us the Holy Spirit, another missionary (John 14), to call us to be 
missionaries by making His name known. 

We are called to be missionaries for God both at home and abroad, shining light for 
Him in this dark and broken world. Our call is not merely to be faithful believers, but 
to reflect God’s glory in our city and in the world. We join Him in the renewal of His 
people and creation, pursuing and managing the growth of our home church and the 
global church. We must step out of our fear and comfort to proclaim Christ here and 
abroad. Because it is who we are!

RHYTHMS OF MISSION
Home ---> Send ---> Go

Our mission starts close to home—with friends, family, and co-workers. At Veritas, 
our desire is to pursue and live life with our community and to equip our members 
to be missionaries in a local and personal context. God does not call everyone into 
missions abroad yet we pray that more men and women pursue a mission abroad. He 

MISSIONARIES
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NOTES calls some of us to be a light for Him here at home. In this spirit, Veritas encourages 
Community Groups and individuals to pursue the people in our city, while at the 
same time equipping others to share Christ around the world.

THE VISION OF VERITAS 
The heart of our vision and mission involves understanding and embracing gospel 
transformation personally (Gospel in You), communally (Gospel and Church), and 
culturally (Gospel for Culture). Being a missional church begins with a simple return 
to Jesus who—by grace—saves and sends us into the mission field.

Jesus has called us to live on mission holistically.

One of the causes for the lack of mission in the American church is that varying 
Christian traditions are prone to faithfulness to only one or two of these accounts. 
Consequently, when we fail to love our Lord, brother/sisters, and neighbor simulta-
neously, God’s mission ceases, and is replaced with one of the three holes in which it 
has become buried: namely, the Parachurch, Fundamentalism, and Liberalism. 

WHAT DO WE NEED FOR MISSION?
Ask...

• What criteria would you use to decide where to live?
• How would you approach secular employment?
• What standard of living would you expect as pioneer missionaries?
• What would you spend your time doing?
• What opportunities would you be looking for?
• What would your prayers be like?

Equip...

The Three Strands of Mission:
In our evangelism, we have
developed a simple model to
encapsulate the convictions:

1. Building relationships
2. Sharing the gospel
3. Introducing people to community

Like three strands of a rope, our approach to mission should involve these three 
elements. If one is missing, then, in God’s sovereign plan, the rope can still hold 
together. But it is stronger when all three are present.
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NOTESGo...
• Open Your Heart! (Hang Out Together)
• Open Your Eyes! (Look for Open Windows)
• Open Your Hands! (Make an Investment)
• Open Your Mouths!

Missions is not a church program, but a church culture. Evangelism and mission
at Veritas is more of a mindset than a method. Because we are all missionaries we
engage in evangelism as a lifestyle.

Tim Keller & J. Allen Thompson, chUrch Planter manUal

...Many churches are discovering that the entire church can 
be based on a philosophy of (evangelistic) networking. It is a 
complete retooling of the entire church’s ministry, giving every 
part an “outward” face, making virtually every ministry activity a 
friendship evangelism event. This means everything—worship, 
small group life, education, etc.

AVENUES FOR MISSION
Church Planting

Primarily, we engage in the work of missions by helping plant churches. We are 
convinced that it is through the local church that the Great Commission will 
ultimately be fulfilled. Thus, we work with church plants from Ohio to England to 
saturate our city, state, and world with gospel-preaching churches.

We planted Veritas because of a deep love for the local church and a desire to be 
obedient to God’s mission to make disciples of all nations. We look forward to the 
day when the Great Commission is fulfilled and all have heard the gospel of Jesus, 
and we believe that it will take many different churches all over to bring about that 
day. That is why we passionately invest in church planting.

It’s been a joy to be a part of church planting nationally and internationally. Our 
hope is to continue to plant churches through the local church and in partnership 
with other local churches. We have actively helped plant churches in partnership 
with the Harbor Network, North American Mission Board, and SBC.
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Based on Tim Keller, the missional chUrch

We resolve to learn and speak the language of our culture.
We resolve to sincerely listen to people and their ‘stories’.
We resolve to be a Christian community that is counter-cultural/intuitive.
We resolve to live out our Christianity in our work and recreation.
We resolve to demonstrate the unity of the church in the city.

PRAYING OUR MISSION FORWARD
Scripture

Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, even 
so I am sending you.”

JOhN 20:21

VERITAS COMMITMENT
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Our World Belongs to God

Following the apostles, the church is sent
sent with the gospel of the kingdom
to make disciples of all nations,
to feed the hungry,
and to proclaim the assurance that in the name of Christ
there is forgiveness of sin and new life
for all who repent and believe--
to tell the news that our world belongs to God.
In a world estranged from God,
where millions face confusing choices,
this mission is central to our being,
for we announce the one name that saves.
We repent of leaving this work to a few,
we pray for brothers and sisters
who suffer for the faith,
and we rejoice that the Spirit
is waking us to see
our mission in God’s world.

God the Sender, send us. God the Sent, come with us. God the Strengthener of
those who go, empower us that we may go with You and find those who will call
You Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

REFLECT 
Do you love the culture in which you live? Do you desire to engage it and influence it 
for Christ? 

Are you prepared to share the reason for your joy? How would you communicate the 
gospel to someone?

RESOURCES
Books

Will Metzger, Tell the Truth
J.I. Packer, Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God
Rebecca Pippert, Out of the Salt Shaker
Ed Stetzer, Planting Missional Churches
Christopher Wright, The Mission of God

NOTES
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SERMONS & VIDEOS
VERITAS HISTORY UNPACKED 

“How Veritas Started: Ten Year Anniversary Video” 
veritascolumbus.com/ten

“Rhythms Series” 
Sermons preached in the winter of 2020 about Veritas’s rhythms
veritascolumbus.com/rhythms-2020

Gospel
Gospel Wakefulness by Jared Wilson
The Cross-Centered Life by CJ Mahaney
Renewal as a Way of Life by Richard Lovelace

Worship
Christ-Centered Worship by Bryan Chapell
Unceasing Worship by Harold Best

Community
Total Church by Steve Timmis and Tim Chester
Relationships by Tim Lane and Paul Tripp

Servants
Ministries of Mercy by Tim Keller
When Helping Hurts by Steve Corbett & Brian Kikkert
 The Treasure Principle by Randy Alcorn

Learners
God’s Big Picture by Vaughan Roberts
Christian Beliefs by Elliot Grudem
Gospel-Centered Discipleship by Jonathan K. Dodson

Missionaries
Let the Nations Be Glad by John Piper
Out of the Salt Shaker by Rebecca Pippert

Other Recommended Books
A Praying Life by Paul Miller
You Can Change by Tim Chester
The Prodigal God by Tim Keller
Shepherding a Child’s Heart by Tedd Tripp
Imagine: A Vision for Christians in the Arts by Turner
Father, Son, Holy Spirit by Bruce Ware
Humility by Andrew Murray

BOOKS

RESOURCES
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We are not meant to be alone; God created in us a need for Him and a need for one 
another. Therefore, we are called to not only be members of the universal church, 
but also to invest in our local church bodies. A powerful way to do this is to become a 
member of a local church, to seek a church family who will invest in us, who will teach 
the truth in love, and who will spur us on toward Christ and His truth.

To become a member, we ask that you:

1. Have made a confession of faith in Jesus Christ as your Savior and have been baptized as a 
believer. 

2. Participate in our Veritas Foundations classes: two days of three-hour blocks intended to 
explore what Veritas believes and why.

3. Meet with a church elder for a Membership Interview, in order that we may know you 
better, hear your story, answer any questions, pray for you, encourage you, and invest in you 
more fully.

4. Sign the Membership Covenant.

5. If you are interested in membership at Veritas, contact us at veritas@veritascolumbus.com 
for more information about setting up a meeting with an elder.

See next document to review the membership application and covenant.

MEMBERSHIP
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MEMBERSHIP
APPLICATION

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Email

Phone
area code phone number

Birthday
month day year

Email

Address
street address 

street address line 2

City State

Zipcode

Marital
Status

Never Married

Married

Engaged

Separated

Divorced

Widowed

Your Information

Wedding
Date
if engaged 
or married

month day year

can also be completed online at veritascolumbus.com/membership
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Your Children

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Birthday
month day year

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Birthday
month day year

FIRST CHILD SECOND CHILD

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Birthday
month day year

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Birthday
month day year

THIRD CHILD FOURTH CHILD

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Birthday
month day year

First Name

Last Name

Gender Female Male

Birthday
month day year

FIFTH CHILD SIXTH CHILD
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Church Membership Information

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH

Congregation

Community 
Group you 
attend or plan on 
attending:

When and where were you baptized?

How were you introduced to Veritas?

Foundations Part 1

I completed Foundations Part 1

I have not completed Foundations Part 1

Foundations Part 2

I completed Foundations Part 2

I have not completed Foundations Part 2

When did you begin attending Veritas?

Your Involvement

How are you currently involved at Veritas?
Think about organized ministries, volunteer roles, as well as informal ministries.

Select any areas where you might like to serve if you aren’t 
already.

Connect Ministry (Hospitality)

Kids Ministry

Music

Service & Mercy

International Missions (Local or Global)

Art & Design

Describe any other ways you’d like to be involved at 
Veritas.
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Your Story - Part 1

What was your life like before you acknowledged your need for Jesus to be your Savior?

This section of the application will help us understand your story, giftings, and how you see yourself living in the body of Christ.

How has God changed your life?

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH
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Your Story  - Part 2

Where have you seen God working in your life lately?

This section of the application will help us understand your story, giftings, and how you see yourself living in the body of Christ.

What are some ways you believe God has gifted you? Think about things others have said postiively about you.

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH
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Your Story  - Part 3

What faith or life struggles regularly come up in life? We encourage honesty. Your pastors want to pray for you regularly.

This section of the application will help us understand your story, giftings, and how you see yourself living in the body of Christ.

How can your pastors pray for you?

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH
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MEMBERSHIP COVENANT

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it 
is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made 
to drink of one Spirit.”   1 Corinthians 12:12–13

When anyone enters into relationship with God by grace from, and faith in, the person and work of
Jesus Christ, they are entering into two covenants.

The first is to journey with God for the rest of their lives and love Him fully.

The second is to journey with His other children in the community of the local church. Your
partnership in a church is an official recognition of this.

The Purposes of the Veritas Membership Covenant are: 

• To join the Spirit in forming an authentic church community that reflects the relationship between the Father, Son, 
and Spirit.

• To clarify the on-going blessings & responsibilities of each member.

• To encourage consistency, accountability, and loving unity within the church family.

• To accomplish God’s call for the Veritas church family to glorify Jesus and proclaim his gospel.

This agreement does not imply that you will never fall short of the goals, but that the desire of your heart is to fulfill each 
of the responsibilities stated to the best of your ability. We trust that your commitment will be a personal blessing to your 
own journey in Jesus, as well as a blessing to those around you.

With the help of the Holy Spirit, the church leadership covenants the following: 

• We commit ourselves to lovingly care for you and seek your growth in Christ. (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Thessalonians 5:12)

• We covenant to provide teaching, preaching, and counsel from the Scriptures. (Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy 5:17-18)

• We commit that this teaching will span the whole counsel of God’s Word. (Acts 20:27-28)

• We commit to helping you in times of need. (Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35; James 2:14-17)

• We covenant that your elders and deacons (when they are recognized) will meet the criteria assigned to them in the 
Scriptures. (1 Timothy 3:1-13 & 5:17-22; Titus 1:5-9; 1 Peter 5:1-4)

• We covenant to pray for you regularly, particularly when you are sick. (James 5:14)

• We covenant to be on guard against false teachers. (Acts 20:28-31)

• We covenant to exercise church discipline when necessary. (Matthew 18:15-20; 1 Corinthians 5; Galatians 6:1)

• We covenant to make disciples and to equip you to serve Christ. (Matthew 28:16-20; Ephesians 4:11-13)

• We covenant to seek God’s will for our church community to the best of our ability as we study the Scriptures and fol-
low the Spirit. (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-5)

• We covenant to set an example and join you in fulfilling the duties of church members. (1 Corinthians 11:1; Philippians 
3:17; 1 Timothy 4:12)

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH
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With the guiding help of the Holy Spirit, I, the undersigned, covenant the following: 

• I am a Christian who has been saved from my sins by faith in Christ Jesus through grace alone. (Ephesians 2:1-10)

• I have been baptized to give testimony of my identification with the body of Christ and obedience to the Scriptures. (Mat-
thew 28:16-20; Romans 6:1-4) 

• I have read and understood the Veritas Statement Of Beliefs and I consent to and will abide by its teaching. I also under-
stand the importance of submission to church leadership and will be diligent to preserve unity and peace. (Hebrews 13:7, 
17; Ephesians 4:1-3)

• I will endeavor to maintain a close relationship with the Lord through regular, personal Bible reading, prayer, communi-
ty, and the pursuit of Biblical spiritual disciplines. My journey in Christ will be evident through my regular participation 
in the corporate worship gatherings and involvement in a Community Group. (Psalm 119:97, 105; Acts 2:42-47; Hebrews 
10:23-25)

• I will strive to properly manage the resources God has given me, including my time, body, gifts & talents, attitudes, financ-
es, and possessions. (Ephesians 5:15-18; Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4:1-16; Galatians 5:22-26; Proverbs 3:9-10) This includes 
regular giving to Veritas that is sacrificial and cheerful. (2 Corinthians 8-9)

• I commit myself to the Veritas church family and agree to aid in fulfilling its missional purpose to make disciples by bring-
ing the gospel to Columbus and the world. (Matthew 28:16-20)

• I commit to using the spiritual gift(s) God has given me for the building up of the church, both at Veritas and universally. (1 
Peter 4:10-11; Romans 12:1-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-31)

• I covenant to practice the humility and sacrificial attitude of Christ by considering the needs of others (Philippians 2:1-11), 
setting aside the works of the flesh, pursuing the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-24), and seeking authentic relationships 
(Proverbs 17:17).

• I covenant to follow the biblical procedures of church discipline for the purpose of repentance and restoration and will 
submit myself to discipline if the need should ever arise. (Matthew 18:15-17; Galatians 6:1-5)

• I covenant to submit to the authority of Scripture as the highest authority on every matter that it speaks. (Psalm 119; 2 
Timothy 3:16-17) 

By God’s grace and the power of His Spirit, I will seek to faithfully fulfill this covenant. 

As a practice of evaluation and ongoing affirmation, I will consider my commitment to this Membership Covenant on a yearly 
basis through the annual covenant review. 

My responsibility will be to notify the Veritas leadership if at any time I can no longer commit to this covenant, or if I have any 
questions, comments, or concerns.

VERITAS COMMUNITY CHURCH

I have completed my meeting with an elder of Veritas Community Church on:
(date)

(elder’s name)

(elder’s signature)

(member’s name)

(member’s signature)
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COMMUNION
Communion is a time for us as a body of believers to receive from Christ the spiritual nourishment, strength, hope, 
and joy that come from feasting our souls on all that He purchased on the cross.

What Is the Meaning of Communion?

• It reminds us that Christ is the Lamb of God who died in our place for our sins.

• It affords us the opportunity, through self-examination, to put to death the sin in our lives and actively 
repent before participation.

• It shows the unity we have with each other and with God through the sacrifice of Christ.

• It anticipates our participation in the marriage supper of the Lamb when His kingdom comes in its 
fullness.

Who Should Participate in Communion?

Christians. The Bible clearly states that those who have called on the name of Christ for their salvation are 
to celebrate this saving truth by participating in Communion. Those who have not made such a confession 
of faith are encouraged to think on the sacrifice Christ made and where they stand in relationship to Him.

How Do I Prepare for Communion?

• Self-Examination (1 Corinthians 11:27)

• Confession of Sins (1 John 1:9)

• Restoration of Relationships (Matthew 5:23-24)

SACRAMENTS
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BAPTISM
Why Get Baptized?

Christ commands us to be baptized. Being baptized shows that you are willing to submit to what Christ has 
commanded. (Matthew 28:19-20) Baptism is a public commitment of your trust in Jesus. It is both an act of 
faith and a statement of saving faith in Christ.

What Is the Meaning of Baptism?
 

• It illustrates Christ’s burial and resurrection. (Romans 6:3-4) 

• Being baptized symbolizes our unification with Christ through his death and resurrection.

• Baptism demonstrates the unity we share with others who have called on Christ. (1 Corinthians 12:13)

Why Be Baptized by Immersion?

• Jesus was baptized by immersion. (Matthew 3:16)

• Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion. (Acts 8:38-39)

• The word “baptize” means “to dip under water.” The Greek word “baptizo” means “immerse, or dip 
under water.” 

• Immersion best symbolizes a burial and resurrection.

Who Should Be Baptized?

Everyone who has trusted Christ as Savior. (Acts 2:38-41)

When Should I Be Baptized?

In Scripture, baptism immediately followed conversion (Acts 16:32-33). When you have trusted in the for-
giveness offered by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, you should be baptized. At Veritas we celebrate baptism 
quarterly or more often as need arises. If you have called on Christ and have not been baptized, we encour-
age you to speak with a pastor about the next baptism service.
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WHAT DOES VERITAS BELIEVE ABOUT GENDER?
by Brad Snyder

The question of gender roles in Christianity is controversial to say the least. It’s controversial particularly 
because the Bible confronts our assumed cultural values, our thoughts, our emotions, our past experiences, 
and our future aspirations. The reality is that, while this is true of every gospel reality, gender is uniquely 
challenging because no one approaches it with a blank slate, everyone has emotionally-charged expecta-
tions and baggage for what it means to be a man or a woman. Yet, the issue isn’t one the church can ignore 
because what we believe about gender roles affects our biblical interpretation, our family dynamics, our 
church governance, and, most of all, our gospel clarity.

Three Views on Gender Defined

Essentially, the views churches hold on gender can be grouped together into three major categories: hier-
archicalism, egalitarianism, and complementarianism. Heirarchicalism states that men and women are cre-
ated unequal in personhood and distinct in role. It is a view that holds one gender as superior to the other 
in worth and value while also believing that men and women exist for different roles. Egalitarianism states 
that men and women are created equal in personhood and indistinguishable in role. It is a view that holds 
both genders as equal in worth and value while also believing that men and women were not created for 
distinct roles. Complementarianism states that men and women are created equal in personhood and yet 
distinct in role. It is a view that holds both genders as equal in worth and value as co-image bearers of God 
and, as coimage bearers of a Triune God, men and women are created distinct in their role to complement 
one another. 

The Elders at Veritas Community Church hold to the complementarian view of gender. We believe that this 
is the consistent teaching of Scripture and provides the clearest display of the God we were created to image 
and the gospel we are saved to proclaim.

The Purpose of Gender in Creation

The Bible speaks to the question of gender in its first chapter. In Genesis 1, we read the story of creation—a 
story where God is creating everything to exist for His glory—and through each day of creation, God ob-
serves all that He made and pronounces it “good!” God makes a statement of worth on each day of creation, 
recognizing that it fulfills its purpose rightly. This continues each day as the beautiful complexity of cre-
ation builds like a symphony to a crescendo on day six when man and woman are created. On day six, God 
speaks to Himself within the Triune community of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit saying:

Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion … So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them.

GENESiS 1:26-27

COMPLEMENTARIANISM
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After God creates man and woman in His image, He looks on all He has made and no longer simply says that 
it is good, but says that it is very good! Why? What happened on day six that made ‘good’ no longer enough 
to describe his creation? In Genesis 2, we see this “very good” day explained in greater detail. God forms 
man from the dust of the earth, breathes life into him, and the man becomes a living creature. God then 
places the man in a garden and gives him work to do, to carry out His dominion over creation. But in Gen-
esis 2:18, we read something truly shocking and incredibly important to our understanding of the purpose 
of gender. God says: “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make a helper fit for him.” (Genesis 
2:18). So after God says that everything in creation was good and before sin entered creation and fractured 
and ruined everything, God says that something is not good. In other words, God is saying that something 
in creation is not able to fulfill its purpose! A man alone is not able to fulfill his purpose. What was man’s 
purpose? To bear and display the image of God (Genesis 1:26). It was not good for man to be alone because 
a solitary man does not adequately bear the image of a God who in His very nature is a relational communi-
ty. So God makes the man a helper. He makes a woman who is like the man, yet also unlike the man so that 
together they would complement each other to fulfill the purpose God created them for, to bear and display 
His image!

The Bible displays the Trinity as a perfect unity, as one God yet three persons. Each person of the Trinity is 
fully and equally God and yet distinct in their roles, joyfully submitting to and glorifying one another. This 
is what Adam and Eve were created to image and display and why God said on the sixth day that it was very 
good!

The foundation of complementarianism is not found in culture or in any creation of man, but in the God-
created purpose of men and women. Adam and Eve were created as image-bearers of the Triune God, who 
eternally exists as, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Each equal in their “Godhood,” equal in worth and value, 
and yet distinct and diverse in role. We do not see in our God a Trinity marked by dominance and forced 
superiority of one person over others (as a hierarchical view of gender would imagine) and we don’t see in 
our God a Trinity marked by interchangeable roles where the Father can be the Son or the Spirit the Father. 
Hierarchicalism distorts the distinction in role between men and women and projects it onto personhood, 
making one gender supreme, while, egalitarianism distorts the equality of men and women in personhood 
and projects it onto gender roles, making men and women no longer just equal, but interchangeable. Both 
of these errors arise from the Fall when, in sin, man and woman who were created to be complementary 
became competitive. We see God warn in Genesis 3:16 that as a consequence of their rebellion, the wom-
an’s desire shall be against her husband, and that he shall rule over her. What once was very good because it 
pointed to God, now can be very bad because men and women desire it to point to themselves!

It is a common argument to quote Genesis 3:16 to say that gender roles are a product of the Fall, however 
this does not stand when you recognize the roles of humble authority and joyful submission that perfectly 
exist in the Trinity. It would be an absurd thought to imagine Jesus responding in anger and frustration to 
the Father because He had to be the one to be born a man and die on the cross. The Holy Spirit never com-
plains that He is always the one being sent out from the Father and the Son, and that it’s now His turn to be 
the Father. Recognizing that the God whose image we were created in finds perfect joy and unity through 
a diversity of roles should teach us that gender roles are not an attack on our equality and value as im-
age-bearers, but rather a means to our value as image-bearers.1 

This is good news! God’s purpose in creating man and woman equal yet different to complement one an-
other in bearing His image and enjoying His grace is good news, particularly because it draws our attention 
and our focus off of ourselves and places it on something greater. That is the joy of God’s grace in gender, 
not that He forces some arbitrary standard on men and women, but that He invites them to experience and 
live in light of the very gospel-driven purpose for man and woman. In the gospel, the competition and war 
that wages between men and women is reconciled, and what we have twisted into our image can be restored 
into His image. We get to complement each other through a humble deference to self and preference to the 
other and, therefore, better and more truly bear the image of our Triune God.

1 It is also significant to realize that creation was not “very good” until the woman was created for her role as a helper to co-image God with man. 
God did not merely create another man to fulfill the same role as Adam, but He created a woman. He created one who was like man and yet unlike man so that 
together in their relational unity they might fulfill their God-ordained purpose.
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Gender Roles in Marriage

What are these roles and how do we live in light of this reality? The Bible informs men and women in 
Christian marriage by grounding the purpose of marriage in the gospel. We see this most clearly stated in 
Ephesians 5:22-33 (also Colossians 3:18-19 and 1 Peter 3:1-7). Paul speaks to the married in the Ephesian 
church saying:

      Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is 
himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should 
submit in everything to their husbands. 
      Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing 
of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 
and without blemish.

EphESiaNS 5:22-27

Wives are called to submit to their husbands by respecting and honoring them while husbands are called to
lead their wives by laying down their lives and interests for them. In marriage, we see the complementary
relationship between husband and wife existing to demonstrate the gospel relationship between Christ and
the Church. This isn’t simply a fortunate analogy, but rather, the very reason marriage exists is to point us
to the ultimate marriage between Christ and the Church. So, a biblical view of marriage actually elevates
the union between husband and wife beyond cultural and historical tradition and places it in the 
redemptive purposes of God.

Submission and Headship

“Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.” This statement is tragically used as a doctrinal hand 
grenade in many churches to justify male dominance. But the question we must answer first regarding 
submission is, how do we submit to the Lord? Do we submit with frustration, bitterness, worry, or 
hesitancy? No, we submit freely, confidently, and joyfully because the Lord is good, He loves us, and He lays 
His life down for us! So, because of who Jesus is, wives are called to submit to their husbands.

Submission does not mean that wives just adopt their husbands thoughts and opinions—many wives are 
more intelligent than their husbands and have areas of expertise and skill that their husbands do not. 
A wife’s help to her husband means that she must think, learn, and grow continually in her relationship 
with Jesus. Submission does not mean that women are to follow their husbands into sin—many Christian 
wives are married to non- Christians and immature Christians who at times may make decisions that lead 
to sin. A wife must first submit to Jesus and, at times, through tears, refuse to follow her husband as her 
lesser authority in order to follow Jesus as her ultimate authority. Submission does not mean that a wife 
should avoid influencing her husband, rather wives must have such a fearless strength in their identity in 
Christ that they seek to humbly submit to their husband in order to influence, encourage, and develop their 
husband’s Christ-like headship.

Quite literally, a wife’s highest goal in marriage isn’t to make herself happy, but to be used by the Lord to 
make her husband holy!

“The husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the Church… Husbands love your wives, as 
Christ loved the Church and gave himself up for her…” This statement is tragically often discounted as mere 
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allegory (while the command to wives is, of course, taken literally). The question here regarding headship is 
how does Jesus lead us as our head? Does he dominate and abuse? Is he manipulative and controlling? No, 
in love he sacrifices himself for those he leads. So, because of who Jesus is, husbands are called to love their 
wives, by laying down their very lives for them.

Headship is not superiority—it is not a place of comfort and control—rather Christian headship is a call to 
come and die. Husbands are to wield all of their strength in a sacrificial manner to protect, encourage, and 
sanctify their wives.

Again, quite literally, a husband’s highest goal in marriage isn’t to make himself happy, but to make his wife 
holy!

Gender Roles in Church Leadership

Finally, we see that biblical complementarianism also informs church leadership. In the New Testament 
church, men and women are both redeemed in Christ and are given the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts to 
serve and bless the church. Being equal in personhood, men and women are equal in their membership and 
involvement in the life of the local church. While defending the equality of men and women in the church, 
the Bible also reserves the office of pastor/elder for men alone (1 Timothy 3; Titus 1), not because this is a 
superior role, but quite simply because the office of pastor, like that of the husband, is a call to come and die 
for the sake of those he leads.

Conclusion

The biblical understanding of gender and gender roles is vital because to deny it is to ignore a primary 
example given by God’s grace to reveal the very nature of the Trinity and Christ’s relationship with the 
Church. To abandon complementarianism in favor of cultural practice does not just affect the practical 
workings of marriage and church structure, but it robs us of a powerful context of gospel clarity that we can 
display to a struggling world. Sadly, the further we stray from biblical complementarianism, the further we 
find ourselves from a gracious means to experience our deepest joy in marriage and the Church. At Veritas 
we gladly acknowledge those who disagree with us on this issue as our Christian brothers and sisters, yet 
we humbly hold this conviction as a precious baby that we refuse to throw out with the dirty bath water of 
oppressive historical tradition.
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