
 

 

HERMENEUTICS   

 
 



Interpreting and Applying the Bible 
Christocentrically 

  
 

"[39] You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me that you may 
have life." John 5:39-40 
 
The purpose of all Scripture is to reveal and glorify Jesus by 
declaring and displaying the gospel. Therefore the ultimate 
question of interpretation is: How does this text point to 
Jesus and communicate the gospel? 
 

-The point of the Bible is not to describe holy people we 
need to emulate, a theological belief system we need to 
merely believe, or a moral code we need to obey. It 
speaks of Jesus whom we must come to and believe in to 
have life! 
 
-The interpretation of everything from Old Testament 
promises to Israel, law, poetry, history, prophecy... all of 
it has to be considered and interpreted through Jesus or 
it will be misunderstood.  

   Notes: 

2 Errors of Biblical Interpretation Without Christ As The 
Center 

1. Moralizing the text: Interpreting the text apart from Jesus 
 

-Moralizing the text, removes Jesus as the focus and places you at the center. So rather than 
the gospel showing our sin, need for salvation and God’s grace to save us in Christ, the Bible 
is studied as a moral guide for personal improvement or a legalistic way to earn acceptance.  
 
-We get the point of the Bible wrong when Christ isn’t at the Center 

 
2. Allegorizing the text: Interpreting the text apart from the real history 
 

-Allegorizing the text places Christ at the center but by removing its context. So rather than 
a consistent story of redemption pointing toward Christ, the Bible is studied as a book of 
disconnected spiritual stories interpreted by free association.  
 
-We try to put Christ at the Center of the Bible in the wrong way 
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3 Principles of Christocentric Interpretation 

Christocentric interpretation considers the whole 
redemptive historical narrative of Scripture with Jesus as 
the central focus of all of Scripture.  
 
Principle 1 - The Bible tells God’s story of redemption   
The whole Bible tells one story. One gospel message is 
proclaimed that is consistently unfolded from start to 
finish.  So each story, or part of the whole, fits into that 
narrative and ultimately builds toward the climax of 
redemption and restoration in Jesus Christ.   
 

[22] To this day I have had the help that comes from 
God, and so I stand here testifying both to small and 
great, saying nothing but what the prophets and 
Moses said would come to pass: [23] that the Christ 
must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from 
the dead, he would proclaim light both to our 
people and to the Gentiles.”  

                                                          -Acts 26:22–23 
 
Comprehending the Metanarrative of Scripture and the 
context and genre of the particular text, and accurately 
interpreting the original objective meaning are essential to 
interpreting the Bible Christocentrically.  Throughout the 
Bible we see absolute unity of message, with a beautiful 
diversity of methods.  God is the ultimate author of every 
story of Scripture, and he is entirely consistent, so 
everything he reveals, does, and says is connected to and 
builds or escalates towards the climax of his full revelation, 
his ultimate work of redemption, and his perfect 
restoration- all of which are in and through Jesus. 
 
So We Ask: How does this passage fit into the the whole 
gospel story that the Bible is proclaiming?  How does this 
story advance God’s ultimate plan in the gospel? 
 

 Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 "If we tell a Bible story without telling it in light of the ultimate Story of the Bible (The Gospel of Jesus), 
then were actually changing the meaning of the Bible story.  We’re taking something that is meant to be 

about Jesus, and making it about us.” -Tim Keller 
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Principle 2 - God’s revelation of himself is 
consistent 
From the very beginning of the Bible, Scripture 
reveals the nature and character of God by 
expressing his words, his desires, what he loves 
and what he hates; and Jesus is the perfect 
revelation of God.  So every way that God has 
revealed himself foreshadows, or points to the 
full revelation in Jesus. 
 

[15] He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. [16] For by 
him all things were created, in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him.   
                           -Colossians 1:15–16 
 
[3] He is the radiance of the glory of God 
and the exact imprint of his nature, and 
he upholds the universe by the word of 
his power. After making purification for 
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high,          -Hebrews 1:3 
 
[8] Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the 
Father, and it is enough for us.” [9] Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you so 
long, and you still do not know me, 
Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? [10] Do you not believe that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 
[11] Believe me that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me, or else believe on 
account of the works themselves. 
-John 14:8–11 

So We Ask: What does this passage reveal 
about God and how is that more fully revealed 
in Jesus?  How does this story show the 
beauty and glory of God and how is that more 
fully seen and more completely displayed in 
Jesus? 

   Notes: 
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Principle 3 - God’s work to redeem his people 
is consistent  
 
Throughout the Bible, we see God as the main 
actor moving to save and redeem his people 
from their sins and enemies. In every instance 
God works by his power and grace to redeem 
his people, saving them in ways that glorify him 
and foreshadow his ultimate work of 
redemption.  Every act of God’s deliverance, 
salvation, and redemption shows our need for 
salvation and how he saves and works. 
Therefore every small story of redemption in 
the Bible is typical or reveals in part how God 
ultimately redeems us in Christ’s death and 
resurrection. 
 

[44] Then he said to them, “These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” [45] 
Then he opened their minds to 
understand the Scriptures, [46] and said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day 
rise from the dead, [47] and that 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.   
                                    -Luke 24:44–47 
 
[15] and how from childhood you have 
been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus.  

                                               -2 Timothy 3:15 
So We Ask: What does this passage reveal 
about people’s need for salvation and God’s 
grace and power to save them?  And how is the 
partial redemption shown here fully 
accomplished by Jesus?  How is this event, 
person, institution, etc. typical of how God 
redeems his people in Christ? 
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How Do We Interpret Scripture With Christ As The 
Center?  

 

1.  Christocentric Interpretation recognizes that the 
explicit prophecies of the Messiah point to and are 
fulfilled by Jesus. 
 
The prophets predicted the coming of the messiah: where 
he would be born, what tribe he would be born from, what 
he would be like, what he would do, and ultimately that he 
would die on a cross not for his sins, but for our sins and 
then raise from the dead. Jesus fulfills all the prophecies 
for the Messiah, they were all pointing to and describing 
him. 
 

   [6] For to us a child is born, 
        to us a son is given; 
    and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
        and his name shall be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
        Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
    [7] Of the increase of his government and of 
peace 
        there will be no end, 
    on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
        to establish it and to uphold it 
    with justice and with righteousness 
        from this time forth and forevermore. 
    The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
                                               -Isaiah 9:6–7 
 
[15] “The LORD your God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from among you, from your 
brothers—it is to him you shall listen—[16] just as 
you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the 
day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear 
again the voice of the LORD my God or see this 
great fire any more, lest I die.’ [17] And the LORD 
said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 
[18] I will raise up for them a prophet like you from 
among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him.  
                                            -Deuteronomy 18:15–18 

   Notes: 
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    [2]  But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
        who are too little to be among the clans of 
Judah, 
    from you shall come forth for me 
        one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
    whose coming forth is from of old, 
        from ancient days.  
                                                -Micah 5:2 

 
    [9] Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
        Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
    Behold, your king is coming to you; 
        righteous and having salvation is he, 
    humble and mounted on a donkey, 
        on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
                                               -Zechariah 9:9 
 
Psalm 22 
 
Isaiah 53 

 
2. Christocentric interpretation recognizes that the the 
Old Testament moral and ceremonial Law that condemns 
us is perfectly obeyed and fulfilled by Jesus on our behalf. 
 
The Law in the Old Testament reveals God’s will for us to 
live the life he created us to enjoy and to rightly worship 
him.  However, the Law was never given as a means to save 
us, but rather to make us aware of our sin and our need to 
be saved.  Our failure to obey and fulfill the requirement of 
the Law condemns us, but a Christ centered view of 
Scripture allows us to see that the Law can’t save us, but it 
can point us toward our Savior.  The Law points us toward 
Jesus because he perfectly obeyed and fulfilled not only 
the letter of the law but the spirit of the law as well.  Jesus 
took the punishment that was due for a law breaker and he 
credited the reward due for a law keeper to all who believe 
in him.  In Christ we are freed from the condemnation of 
the law and are freed to enjoy obedience to the law by the 
gift of the Holy Spirit who writes it on our hearts. 
 

[19] Now we know that whatever the law says it 
speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be 
held accountable to God. [20] For by works of the 
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law no human being will be justified in his sight, 
since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
 
[21] But now the righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it—[22] the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction: [23] 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
[24] and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over former sins. [26] It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in 
Jesus.  

                                                              -Romans 3:19–26 
 

[17] “Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfill them.  [18] For truly, I say to you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a 
dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 

                                                                 -Matthew 5:17-18 
 

[19] For through the law I died to the law, so that I 
might live to God. [20] I have been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives 
in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. [21] I do not nullify the grace of God, 
for if righteousness were through the law, then 
Christ died for no purpose.  

                                                                  -Galatians 2:19–21 
 

If Jesus has fulfilled the Law, then how we relate to all the 
law, is through Jesus. 

 
[27] And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause 
you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my 
rules.   

                                                                         -Ezekiel 36:27 
 
[33] For this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, declares the 
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LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write 
it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people.  

                                                                          -Jeremiah 31:33 
 
 
 
3. Christocentric Interpretation recognizes that the Bible 
is not presenting character studies to be emulated, or a 
list of rules to be obeyed. Rather it reveals and teaches us 
how God saves and relates to his people to foreshadow or 
serves as a “type” for how he saves and relates to us in 
Jesus. 
 
The Old Testament tells the Story of Redemption through 
God’s gracious work to save his people in events, people, 
ceremonies, and actions in a way that anticipates the final 
saving event, person, action of Jesus Christ.  A Christ 
centered interpretation of the Old Testament sees a 
continuity to God’s work throughout all history so that 
every act of God for his people can be seen as a 
foreshadow or a “type” that ultimately points toward Jesus. 
 
Seeing Jesus as a Typologically anticipated Savior 
understands all Redemptive History as leading to Christ by 
seeing all of God’s actions as anticipating and leading to 
Jesus.  

 
“The authors of the Bible share a common view of redemptive history. That is they see God is the 
providential Lord of history who intervenes and consistent and increasingly climactic ways. The 
climax of God‘s intervention is the life, death, and resurrection of Messiah Jesus.”   Rob Plummer 

 

In many places the New Testament itself shows 
how an event, person, ceremony, institution 
serves as a type that points to Jesus:  
 
        Noah’s  Ark  -  Genesis  6-9; 1 Peter  3:20-21 
        Passover  -  John  1:29 
        Exodus  -  1  Corinthians  10:1-11 
        God’s  Presence  in  the  Tabernacle  -  Exodus 
                   33-34;  John  1:14,  John  2:19-21 
        Rock  of  Horeb  -  Exodus  17:6;  1 Corinthians  10:4 
        Temple  Sacrifice  -  Leviticus  16;  Isaiah  53:6,  12; 
                   Hebrews  9:12-24 
        Davidic  King  -  Luke  1:32-33 
        Adam  -  Romans  5:14 
        Abraham  -  Genesis  15-17;  Romans  4 

   Notes: 
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        Melchizedek  -  Genesis  14:18-20; Hebrews  7:1-17 
        Moses  -  Deuteronomy  18:15–18;  Acts  3:20-22; 
                    Hebrews  3 
        Jonah  -  Matthew  12:40 
 
Throughout all of Scripture even when the New 
Testament does not give us explicit guidance to 
interpret typologically, we carefully consider 
how much greater was this accomplished by 
Jesus, or how much better was this 
accomplished by Jesus. 
 

-How is this story like the gospel story? 
 
-What reminds me of Jesus in this Story, 
What reminds me of me in this story? 
 
-Who needs to be saved, who is doing the 
saving? 
 
-How is Jesus an even greater Savior 
(Prophet, Priest, King)? 
 
-How did Jesus succeed where the character 
in this story failed? 
 
-How does the gospel illuminate this passage 
by giving its immediate historical context a 
greater meaning through the ultimate work 
of Jesus?  

 
        David  and  Goliath-  1  Samuel  17 
        Joseph-  Genesis  37-50 
        Gideon-  Judges  7:19-23 
        Esther  -Esther  1-10 
        Abraham  and  Isaac  -  Genesis  22 
       Moses  and  the  Passover  -  Exodus  1-14 

Psalm  24 
        Isaiah’s  prophecy  to  Ahaz  -  Isaiah  8:5-10 

Hosea  and  Gomer  -  Hosea  1-14 
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4. Christocentric Interpretation recognizes 
the New Testament is Christ Centered, by 
view that our salvation and our sanctification 
come through the gospel by the grace of Jesus.   
 
The New Testament letters to the church are a 
model for how to avoid studying the Bible as 
“Christ-less” moralism.  You will not find in any 
of the letters a prescription for what you should 
do or how you should live separate from a 
proclamation of what Jesus has done and who 
you are in him.   
 
Romans 1-12 is all theology all gospel, until 12:1 "I 
appeal to you therefore… “ to now live like this: 
ch. 12-16. 
 
Galatians 1-4 is all clarifying and reminding of 
the gospel and who they are by grace, until ch. 
5:1 “therefore" don’t submit to a yoke of slavery, 
don’t take circumcision, Walk by the Spirit. 
 
Ephesians 1-2 is all gospel, until ch. 3 proclaims 
that all races are now unified in Christ, and how 
we live is transformed. 
 
Colossians 1-2:15 ia again all gospel, until 2:26 
“therefore” don’t be lead astray to trust in 
religion, but as you are in Christ seek the things 
that are above. 
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Application - How do I live in light of it? 
Just as it is dangerous to try and apply the Bible without interpreting it, It is also dangerous to 
interpret the Bible without applying it.  How does living in light of this truth transform me in my life 
today? 

1. What do I need to Believe? Belief will transform Behavior. 
 

- If God is who he reveals himself to be in this 
passage, what would change about how I trust him? 

- What idols or sins does this passage reveal to me 
that I need to repent of? 

- How does this passage reveal my need for Grace 
and God’s desire to give it? 

- How does it remind me of the Gospel?  
- What truths about Jesus do I need to see, love, and 

enjoy, and worship? 
- What promises do I need to trust? 

 
2. How do I need to Behave?  Behavior will nurture and 
shape and spur on Belief. 
 

- What do I need to do? 
- Where is God calling me to obey him? 
- Who do I need to pursue? 
- How do I need to love, serve, forgive, care, sacrifice, 

repent, etc. others in my life? 
- How can my actions and attitudes reflect the gospel 

proclaimed in this passage? 
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