
 

 

HERMENEUTICS   

 
 



Why Do We Study the Bible? 
  
 

The love of God, the advancement of his Kingdom, and the 
growth of the church has never come primarily by people 
gathering together to hear from one gifted preacher... 
Every movement of the Spirit of God throughout history 
has come as God's word was studied and shared by normal 
ordinary believers.    
 
 
[39] You search the Scriptures because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness 
about me, [40] yet you refuse to come to me that you may 
have life. John 5:39-40 
 
 
[25] And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and 
enter into his glory?” [27] And beginning with Moses and all 
the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself. Luke 24:25-27 
 

   Notes: 

 
 

Three Questions We Ask When we Study the 
Bible: 

  
 

Comprehension: What does it say?   
 
 
Interpretation: What does it mean?   
 
 
Application: How do I live in light of it?  
 
 
 
 
 

 Notes: 
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Review: Comprehension  
 
[19] So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him 
came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the 
middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they 
blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their 
hands. [20] Then the three companies blew the trumpets 
and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the 
torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And 
they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” [21] 
Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all the 
army ran. They cried out and fled. [22] When they blew the 
300 trumpets, the LORD set every man's sword against his 
comrade and against all the army. And the army fled as far 
as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of 
Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. [23] And the men of Israel were 
called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all 
Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.  
   
                                        -Judges 7:19-23 
 
 
   [3] He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters; 
    he makes the clouds his chariot; 
        he rides on the wings of the wind; 
    [4] he makes his messengers winds, 
        his ministers a flaming fire. 
   [5] He set the earth on its foundations, 
        so that it should never be moved.  
 
                                    -Psalm 104:3-5 
 
[4] For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel: 
“Seek me and live; 
[5] but do not seek Bethel,  
and do not enter into Gilgal 
or cross over to Beersheba; 
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, 
and Bethel shall come to nothing.” 
[6] Seek the LORD and live, 
 
                                      -Amos 5:4-6 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
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For there is no distinction: [23] for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
[25] whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, 
to be received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over former sins. [26] It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.   
                                      -Romans 3:22-26 

Interpretation - “What does It Mean?” 
 

1. Interpret the text in light of the context you've 
comprehended 
 
Everything you have comprehended serves as the 
foundation as you begin to understand and interpret what 
the text means.  Start with the immediate context and work 
out to the wider passage, the book, the author, the 
testament and the whole.   
 
What does the context tell me about the meaning of the 
text? 
 

- Interpret the text for its most obvious meaning. 
Figurative and symbolic language only serves to 
make the meaning more clear and obvious.  

 
- Don’t take a verse out of its immediate context and 

interpret it primarily in another context. 
 

- First seek to understand in the immediate context 
then gain a fuller understanding by zooming out to 
the paragraph, then zoom out to see the chapter, 
then to the book, then to the whole story of the 
Bible. 

 
- Interpret symbolic language in view of immediate 

literary context, historic cultural assumptions, and 
the wider use throughout the Bible 

 
 
 
 

Notes: 
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- Use the wider context of Scripture through direct 

quotes and cross references of a theme, doctrine, 
event, word, etc. inform and bring clarity and 
fullness to the meaning of the immediate context. 

 
[10] I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at 
length you have revived your concern for me. 
You were indeed concerned for me, but you 
had no opportunity. [11] Not that I am 
speaking of being in need, for I have learned 
in whatever situation I am to be content. [12] 
I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of 
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and 
need. [13] I can do all things through him 
who strengthens me.  

 
                                                 -Philippians 4:10-13 
 

[7] Beloved, let us love one another, for love 
is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God. [8] Anyone who 
does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. [9] In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live 
through him. [10] In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. [11] 
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 

                                                   -1 John 4:7-11 
 
2. Genre informs our interpretation 
 
There are many Genres of writing in the Bible and all of 
them have unique ways to interpret them. 
 
What does the genre of literature that this text is written in 
mean for how I should interpret it? 
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Proverbial Wisdom vs. Moral Law  
 

-  Proverbial Wisdom communicates not absolute 
truths the way God has designed the world to 
generally function.  

Train up a child in the way he should  go; 
even when he is old he will not depart from 
it.  Proverbs 22:6   

 
- Moral Law communicates not general wisdom but 

absolute law for how God relates to his people. 
 

        You shall therefore keep all my statutes 
and all my rules and do them, that the land 
where I am bringing you to live may not 
vomit you out. [23] And you shall not walk in 
the customs of the nation that I am driving 
out before you, for they did all these things, 
and therefore I detested them.  Leviticus 
20:22-23   

 
Literal  Historical  Narrative  vs.  Figurative  Poetry 
 

- Historical narrative is describing actual events the 
way they happen, not necessarily prescribing 
actions that should be repeated. 

 
[24] When they came to Capernaum, 

the collectors of the two-drachma tax went 
up to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not 
pay the tax?” [25] He said, “Yes.” And when 
he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him 
first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? 
From whom do kings of the earth take toll or 
tax? From their sons or from others?” [26] 
And when he said, “From others,” Jesus said 
to him, “Then the sons are free. [27] 
However, not to give offense to them, go to 
the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish 
that comes up, and when you open its mouth 
you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to 
them for me and for yourself.”  Matthew 
17:24-27   

 
[19] So Gideon and the hundred men 

who were with him came to the outskirts of 
the camp at the beginning of the middle 
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watch, when they had just set the watch. And 
they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars 
that were in their hands. [20] Then the three 
companies blew the trumpets and broke the 
jars. They held in their left hands the torches, 
and in their right hands the trumpets to 
blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the 
LORD and for Gideon!” [21] Every man stood 
in his place around the camp, and all the 
army ran. They cried out and fled. [22] When 
they blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set 
every man's sword against his comrade and 
against all the army. And the army fled as far 
as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the 
border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. [23] 
And the men of Israel were called out from 
Naphtali and from Asher and from all 
Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian. 
Judges 7:19-23 

 
-How do we interpret Historical 
Narrative like these passages?  They 
reveal how the real living God graciously 
relates to real living people. It’s not a 
mere character study that we should 
emulate, but rather it shows us the 
justice, grace, and love of God, and the 
sin, weakness and need of his people!  

 
- Poetry communicates truth in non-literal ways with 

a parallel structure to communicate the main point. 
When the Psalm says, “He set the earth on its 
foundations, so that it should never be 
moved.” (Psalm 104:5),  we interpret that 
truth figuratively.  

 
- The most important factor to interpreting Hebrew 

poetry in the Bible is to have and awareness of 
Parallelism. Hebrew poetry actually explains and 
clarifies itself through repetition.   

 
   [1]  The  earth  is  the  LORD's  and  the  fullness  thereof,  the 
world  and  those  who  dwell  therein, 
   [2]  for  he  has  founded  it upon  the  seas 
   and  established  it  upon  the  rivers. 
   [3]  Who  shall  ascend  the  hill of  the  LORD? 
    And  who  shall  stand  in  his  holy  place? 
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   [4]  He  who  has  clean  hands  and  a  pure  heart, 
    who  does  not  lift  up  his  soul  to  what  is  false 
   and  does  not  swear  deceitfully. 
   [5]  He  will  receive  blessing  from  the  LORD 
   and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  his  salvation. 
   [6]  Such  is  the  generation  of  those  who  seek  him, 
   who  seek  the  face  of  the  God  of  Jacob.  Selah 
 - Psalm 24:1-6 

 
Note the repetition in the passage: 
- Sometimes this is synonymous repetition 

(Synonymous)  v. 1 & 2 
- Other times the second line builds on and 

explains the previous (Synthetic) v. 3 & 4 
- Other times it contrasts the first line with the 

second, look for the “but” (Antithetic) 
- Other times it will build to a major point 

(Climatic) v. 5 
 
Parable vs. Didactic 
 

- Parables are a way of communicating a single hard 
to understand idea through a relevant analogy. 
Parables are not general allegory, that you then 
take and apply into other contexts.   

 
[31] He put another parable before them, 
saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain 
of mustard seed that a man took and sowed 
in his field. [32] It is the smallest of all seeds, 
but when it has grown it is larger than all the 
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and make nests in 
its branches.”  Matthew 13:31-32 

 
- Didactic writings explain and teach the meaning 

and importance of events, doctrines, ideas to 
instruct us on how to understand and respond. 

 
[23] for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, [24] and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that 
is in Christ Jesus, [25] whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God's 
righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
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[26] It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
                                                     -Romans  3:22-26 
 

- Follow the flow of the argument. Pay close 
attention to connecting transitions words. 

 
- The Didactic writings are most clear for 

interpretation and suited for the most natural 
application, but it is important to also remember 
that the didactic writings are still rooted in a time 
and a place, they have a cultural context.   

 
Prophecy  
 

- Prophecy often has a near fulfillment and a distant 
fulfillment.  The near fulfillment serves as a type or 
a model for the distant ultimate fulfillment.  

 
[2] The people who walked in darkness have 
seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 
of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 
[3] You have multiplied the nation; you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as 
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when 
they divide the spoil. [4] For the yoke of his 
burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the 
rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on 
the day of Midian. [5] For every boot of the 
tramping warrior in battle tumult and every 
garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel 
for the fire. [6] For to us a child is born, to us 
a son is given; and the government shall be 
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the 
increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. The 
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. -Isaiah 
9:2-7 

 
[4] For thus says the LORD to the house of 
Israel: “Seek me and live; [5] but do not seek 
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Bethel, and do not enter into Gilgal or cross 
over to Beersheba; for Gilgal shall surely go 
into exile, and Bethel shall come to nothing.” 
[6] Seek the LORD and live, Amos 5:4-6 

 
3. Scripture Interprets Scripture 
 
All Scripture is inspired by God and is entirely 
self-consistent. Therefore when a verse seems to say 
something that is in conflict with the rest of the teaching of 
Scripture, we don’t assume that Scripture is wrong, but 
that our interpretation is wrong, and needs clarity.  
 
What is this passage teaching in light of the full teaching of 
the Bible?  
 
Let the clear verses teaching on this topic interpret the 
unclear teaching on this topic. 
 

- Let the Explicit interpret the Implicit 
 

- Let the Didactic interpret the Historic Narrative 
 

- Use cross references to develop your 
understanding of how the whole of Scripture 
informs the truth of the passage and how they 
passage fits into the teaching of all Scripture 

 
- Test your understanding of the passage against the 

clear and consistent teaching of the rest of 
Scripture.  

 
- Interpret Theology Systematically (across all of 

Scripture) and Biblically (through the revelation of 
each book in context.) 

 
4. Exegete don’t Eisegete 
The text communicates objective truth, we can’t 
subjectively project our expected, assumed, or desired 
meaning into it. The meaning of the words in the text are 
defined by the authors intent based on their cultural and 
historical context, not our own.  As much as possible we 
control for our personal and cultural context to avoid 
projecting them into the text, and as much as possible we 
consider the personal and cultural context of the author 
and actors in the text to allow them to be projected from 
the text onto us. 
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What do the words and ideas in the text mean according to 
their linguistic, historical, and cultural context? 
 

- What did this mean in this language, time, place, 
and culture it was written in? 

 
- What is the timeless principle being expressed and 

how would that principle be expressed now? 
 

- [3] But I want you to understand that the head of 
every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her 
husband, and the head of Christ is God. [4] Every 
man who prays or prophesies with his head covered 
dishonors his head, [5] but every wife who prays or 
prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her 
head, since it is the same as if her head were 
shaven. [6] For if a wife will not cover her head, 
then she should cut her hair short. But since it is 
disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her 
head, let her cover her head.- 1 Corinthians 11:3-6 

 
- What are my personal tendencies, values, 

assumptions, biases, etc. that may lead me to 
misunderstand things that the text is saying and/or 
project things into the text that it isn’t saying? 

 
- Everyone comes to the Bible bringing their personal 

preferences, assumptions and experiences on how 
they interpret the text. You don’t study the Bible as 
a blank slate. That’s why it is so important to study 
the Bible within community.   

 
- What are my cultural values, assumptions, biases, 

etc. that may lead me to misunderstand things that 
the text is saying and/or project things into the 
text that it isn’t saying? 
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In today’s postmodern culture the prevailing belief is to 
think the reader or the interpreter is the one who 
determines the meaning rather than believing the meaning 
is rooted in the author's original intention. There is a more 
brazen “liberal” way this affects us and there is a more 
subtle “conservative” way it affects us.   
 

- The post-modern/ liberal way this happens is 
when people openly and knowingly project modern 
cultural values onto the text to redefine its historic 
meaning or when people use the the cultural 
expression of a timeless principle or command as a 
way to reject the timeless principle. 

 
- The more conservative way this happens is when 

people assume when they read the text that they 
aren’t projecting any of their cultural values or 
assumptions on the text so they assume that how 
they naturally interpret the text is always the 
absolute obvious meaning. 

 
          "People generally assume they are a-cultural and bring no cultural influence into the fleshing out 
of their faith. Which probably means that there is some majority-culture ‘identity development work’ to 
be done. That is, let there be, at least, a (growing) awareness that our expressions of faith are inevitably 

shaped by culture. Every expression of faith, everywhere in the world, is embedded in and shaped by 
culture. Being oblivious to this does not help us with the difficult task of discerning when to be 

counter-cultural or not."  -John Piper 
 

5. Interpret the text Christocentrically 
 
The stated purpose of all Scripture, is that it’s all about 
revealing and glorifying Jesus! 
 
How does this text point to Jesus and communicate the 
gospel? 
 

- The point of the Bible is not to describe holy 
people we need to emulate, a theological belief 
system we need to merely believe, a moral code we 
need to obey... it speaks of Jesus whom we must 
come to and believe in to have life! 

- The interpretation of everything from Old 
Testament promises to Israel, law, poetry, history, 
prophecy all of it has to be considered and 
interpreted through Jesus or it will be 
misunderstood.  
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Seven Questions you will answer as you interpret.   

 
1. What is the author’s main point of the text? 

 
2. Why did the author (human and Holy Spirit) choose to write this passage in the 
Bible? 

 
3. What does this teach me about God? 

 
4. What does this teach me about myself? 

 
5. How does this show my need for grace and communicate gospel truth? 

 
6. How does this passage connect to overall meta-narrative of Scripture? 

 
7. How does this passage point to Jesus? 

Application - How do I live in light of it? 
Just as it is dangerous to try and apply the Bible without interpreting it, It is also dangerous to 
interpret the Bible without applying it.  How does living in light of this truth transform me in my life 
today? 

1. What do I need to Believe? Believe will transform 
Behavior. 

- If God is who he reveals himself to be in this 
passage, what would change about how I trust him? 

- What idols or sins does this passage reveal to me 
that I need to repent of? 

 
- How does this passage reveal my need for Grace 

and God’s desire to give it? 
- How does it remind me of the Gospel?  
- What truths about Jesus do I need to see, love, and 

enjoy? 
- What promises do I need to trust? 

 
2. How do I need to Behave?  Behavior will nurture and 
shape and spur on Belief. 

- What do I need to do? 
- Where is God calling me to obey him? 
- Who do I need to pursue? 
- How do I need to love, serve, forgive, care, sacrifice, 

repent, etc. others in my life? 
- How can my actions and attitudes reflect the gospel 

proclaimed in this passage? 
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