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Why Do We Study the Bible? 
  

The advancement of the kingdom of God the 
growth of the church has never come 
primarily by people gathering together to 
hear from on gifted preacher... every 
movement of the Spirit of God throughout 
history has come as God's word was studied 
and shared by normal ordinary believers.   

   Notes: 

 
What Does the Bible Say About Itself? 

  
 

"So shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 
succeed in the thing for which I sent it."   
Isaiah 55:11 
 
"The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 
word of our God will stand forever.”  
Isaiah 40:8 
 
"[14] But as for you, continue in what you have 
learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it [15] and how from 
childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 
[16] All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 
[17] that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.”   
2 Timothy 3:14-17 
 
“[3] His divine power has granted to us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness, 
through the knowledge of him who called us to 
his own glory and excellence, [4] by which he 
has granted to us his precious and very great 
promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the 
world because of sinful desire.”   
2 Peter 1:3-4 

   Notes: 
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"[19] And we have the prophetic word more fully 
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises 
in your hearts, [20] knowing this first of all, that 
no prophecy of Scripture comes from 
someone's own interpretation. [21] For no 
prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 
but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.”   
2 Peter 1:19-21 
 
"For whatever was written in former days was 
written for our instruction, that through 
endurance and through the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope."  
Romans 15:4 
 
"For the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to 
the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of 
marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 
intentions of the heart."  
Hebrews 4:12 
 
"[1] Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, [2] 
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. [3] He 
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact 
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. After making 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high,"   
Hebrews 1:1-3 
 
"[39] You search the Scriptures because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me, [40] yet you 
refuse to come to me that you may have life." 
John 5:39-40 
 
“[25] And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! [26] Was it not necessary that the 
Christ should suffer these things and enter into 
his glory?” [27] And beginning with Moses and 
all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself.” 
Luke 24:25-27 
 

Notes: 
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“[44] Then he said to them, "These are my 
words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
you, that everything written about me in the 
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” [45] Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures, [46] and 
said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead, [47] and that repentance and forgiveness 
of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem."   
Luke 24:44-47 

 

Overview of the Bible 
“Genre” 

 
 

Old Testament: A Promise Made 
First 17 books: 
Next 5 books: 
Last 17 books: 

New Testament: A Promise Kept 
First 5 books: 
Next 21 books: 
The last book: 
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The Unity of the Bible: 
 

   Creation: Genesis 1-2 
 
    Fall: Genesis 3 
 
    Redemption: Genesis 4 - Revelation 18 
 
    Restoration: Revelation 19-22 
 

Notes: 

 

(From Vaughn Robert’s “God’s Big Picture”) 
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“Translation” 

 
 
 

Word for Word: 
 
Thought for Thought: 
 
Paraphrase: 

 

How We Study the Bible: 

How we shouldn’t study the Bible: 
    Magic Eight-ball 
    Hallmark Card  
    Pick-n-Choose 
    Fortune Cookie 
    Divine Lightning Strike 
    Detective  
    Debit Account 
 
How we should study the Bible: 
    Thoughtful 
    Faithful 
    “Think over” -2 Timothy 2:7 
    “The Lord will give…” 
    Savings  Account 
 
 

Notes: 
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3 Questions to Approach Studying the Bible 
What does it say? (Comprehension) 
What does it mean? (Interpretation) 
How do I live in light of it? (Application) 
 
Comprehension-What Does it Say?: 

1. Read the text and pray that God would give you understanding 
2. Gather the broad context by finding answers to the questions: 

○ Who wrote it?  
○ Who did they write it to? 
○ When did they write it? 
○ Where did they write it? 
○ Why did they write it?  
○ What was happening Historically? 
○ Get a good Study Bible (ESV Study Bible…)  

3. Determine the genre 
4. Read the text again to take note of: 

○ tone 
○ sentence structure and literary technique 
○ repeated or unusual words 
○ connecting words linking thoughts 
○ flow of the thought 
○ what is surprising? 

5. Discover the literary context - the words of the text and how they connect with and relate 
to the wider message of the book and the Bible. 

○ Layer 1 Immediate context (how does this fit with the surrounding sentences and 
paragraphs?) 

○ Layer 2 Book Context (how does this fit with the flow and main point of the book?) 
○ Layer 3 Author’s Context (how does this relate to other books written by this 

author?) 
○ Layer 4 Contemporary Context (how does this connect with other books written in 

this period?) 
○ Layer 5 Redemptive Context (how does this fit into the whole Bible’s story of 

redemption?) 
 

6. Discover the historical context - the reality of culture, customs, language, beliefs, politics, 
etc. that were going on in the story. 

○ What happened? 
○ Where did this happen? 
○ When did this happen? 
○ Who is doing what? 
○ What cultural practices might be significant? 
○ What are the people in the story experiencing? Feeling?  
○ What are they valuing? worshiping? 
○ What seems strange to you? 

        7. Read the text again in light of everything.  
○ What do you comprehend is the main idea being communicated. 
○ Summary or outline what is said. 
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Putting it Into Practice: 
 
[19] So Gideon and the hundred men who were 
with him came to the outskirts of the camp at 
the beginning of the middle watch, when they 
had just set the watch. And they blew the 
trumpets and smashed the jars that were in 
their hands. [20] Then the three companies 
blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held 
in their left hands the torches, and in their right 
hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, 
“A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” [21] 
Every man stood in his place around the camp, 
and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 
[22] When they blew the 300 trumpets, the 
LORD set every man's sword against his 
comrade and against all the army. And the army 
fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as 
far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. 
[23] And the men of Israel were called out from 
Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, 
and they pursued after Midian.  
                                                      -Judges 7:19-23 
 
  [3] He lays the beams of his chambers on the 
waters; 
    he makes the clouds his chariot; 
        he rides on the wings of the wind; 
    [4] he makes his messengers winds, 
        his ministers a flaming fire. 
   
    [5] He set the earth on its foundations, 
        so that it should never be moved.  
 
                                           -Psalm 104:3-5 
 
[1] The earth is the LORD's and the fullness 
thereof, the world and those who dwell therein, 
[2] for he has founded it upon the seas 
 and established it upon the rivers. 
[3] Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 
    And who shall stand in his holy place? 
[4] He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
   who does not lift up his soul to what is false 
   and does not swear deceitfully. 
[5] He will receive blessing from the LORD 
   and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 
[6] Such is the generation of those who seek 
him, 
    who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah 
                                                     -Psalm 24:1-6 

Notes: 
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[5] The LORD spoke to me again: [6] “Because 
this people has refused the waters of Shiloah 
that flow gently, and rejoice over Rezin and the 
son of Remaliah, [7] therefore, behold, the Lord 
is bringing up against them the waters of the 
River, mighty and many, the king of Assyria and 
all his glory. And it will rise over all its channels 
and go over all its banks, [8] and it will sweep 
on into Judah, it will overflow and pass on, 
reaching even to the neck, and its outspread 
wings will fill the breadth of your land, O 
Immanuel.” 
 
[9] Be broken, you peoples, and be shattered; 
give ear, all you far countries; 
strap on your armor and be shattered; 
strap on your armor and be shattered. 
[10] Take counsel together, but it will come to 
nothing; 
speak a word, but it will not stand, 
for God is with us. 
Isaiah 8:5-10 
 

4 For thus says the LORD to the house of Israel: 

“Seek me and live; 
5 but do not seek Bethel, 
and do not enter into Gilgal 
or cross over to Beersheba; 
for Gilgal shall surely go into exile, 
and Bethel shall come to nothing.” 
6 Seek the LORD and live, 

     -Amos 5:4-6a 
 
[14] “You are the light of the world. A city set on 
a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Nor do people light 
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house. [16] In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
Matthew 5:14-16 
 
“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field, [25] but 
while his men were sleeping, his enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went 
away. [26] So when the plants came up and 
bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. [27] 
And the servants of the master of the house 
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came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? How then does it have 
weeds?’ [28] He said to them, ‘An enemy has 
done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do 
you want us to go and gather them?’ [29] But he 
said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root 
up the wheat along with them. [30] Let both 
grow together until the harvest, and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds 
first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.”’      - Matthew 
13:24-30 
 
For there is no distinction: [23] for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] 
and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, [25] 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
[26] It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
                                            -Romans 3:22-26 
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