


What is Justice?



Biblical Justice

● God Is Just and Loves and Does Justice
● God Calls His People to Seek and Do Justice
● Identical Twins: Justice and Righteousness
● Three Aspects of Biblical Justice



God Is Just and
God Loves and
Does Justice



Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak,
    and let the earth hear the words of my mouth.
2 May my teaching drop as the rain,
    my speech distill as the dew,
like gentle rain upon the tender grass,
    and like showers upon the herb.
3 For I will proclaim the name of the Lord;
    ascribe greatness to our God!
4 “The Rock, his work is perfect,
    for all his ways are justice.
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity,
    just and upright is he.

 Deuteronomy 32:1-4



18 Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious 
to you,

    and therefore he exalts himself to show 
mercy to you.

For the Lord is a God of justice;

    blessed are all those who wait for him.

 Isaiah 5:16

But the Lord of hosts is exalted in justice,

   and the Holy God shows himself holy in

righteousness.

 Isaiah 30:18



Of a truth, God will not do wickedly,

    and the Almighty will not pervert justice.

Job 34:12

23 The Almighty—we cannot find him;

    he is great in power;

    justice and abundant righteousness he

will not violate.

Job 37:23



”““[Biblical justice] is rooted in the 
very character of God and it is 
the outworking of that character, 
which is never less than just.” 

--- Tim Keller



 4 For the word of the Lord is upright,

    and all his work is done in faithfulness.

5 He loves righteousness and justice;

    the earth is full of the steadfast love of

the Lord.

28 For the Lord loves justice;

    he will not forsake his saints.

They are preserved forever,

    but the children of the wicked shall be

cut off.

Psalm 33:5 Psalm 37:28



  

4 The King in his might loves justice.

    You have established equity;

you have executed justice

    and righteousness in Jacob.

Psalm 99:4



17 For the Lord your God is God of gods 
and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, 
and the awesome God, who is not partial 
and takes no bribe. 18 He executes justice 
for the fatherless and the widow, and 
loves the sojourner, giving him food and 
clothing.

12 I know that the Lord will maintain the 
cause of the afflicted,

    and will execute justice for the needy.

Deuteronomy 10:17-18 Psalm 140:2



7 But the Lord sits enthroned forever;

    he has established his throne for justice,

8 and he judges the world with

righteousness;

    he judges the peoples with uprightness.

14 Righteousness and justice are

the foundation of your throne;

    steadfast love and

faithfulness go before you.

Psalm 9:7-8 Psalm 89:14



God Calls
His People

To Do Justice



When you spread out your hands,
 I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
    I will not listen;
    your hands are full of blood.
16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
    remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,
17     learn to do good;
seek justice,
    correct oppression;
bring justice to the fatherless,
    plead the widow's cause.

Isaiah 1:15-17



5 “For if you truly amend your ways and your 
deeds, if you truly execute justice one with 
another, 6 if you do not oppress the 
sojourner, the fatherless, or the widow, or 
shed innocent blood in this place, and if you 
do not go after other gods to your own 
harm, 7 then I will let you dwell in this place, 
in the land that I gave of old to your fathers 
forever.

14 Seek good, and not evil,

  that you may live;

and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 
with you,

    as you have said.
15 Hate evil, and love good,

    and establish justice in the gate;

it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,

    will be gracious to the remnant of 
Joseph.

Jeremiah 7:5-7 Amos 5:14-15



9 “Thus says the Lord God: Enough, O 
princes of Israel! Put away violence and 
oppression, and execute justice and 
righteousness. Cease your evictions of my 
people, declares the Lord God.

9 Blessed be the Lord your God, who has 
delighted in you and set you on the 
throne of Israel! Because the Lord loved 
Israel forever, he has made you king, that 
you may execute justice and 
righteousness.” 

Ezekiel 45:9 1 Kings 10:9



“With what shall I come before the Lord,
    and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
    with calves a year old?
7 Will the Lord be pleased with[a] thousands of rams,
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
8 He has told you, O man, what is good;
    and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,[b]

    and to walk humbly with your God?

Micah 6:6-8 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micha+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-22656a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micha+6&version=ESV#fen-ESV-22657b


For the Lord will not
    cast off forever,
32 but, though he cause grief, he will have 
compassion
    according to the abundance of his steadfast love;
33 for he does not afflict from his heart
    or grieve the children of men.
34 To crush underfoot
    all the prisoners of the earth,
35 to deny a man justice
    in the presence of the Most High,
36 to subvert a man in his lawsuit,
    the Lord does not approve

Lamentations 3:31-36 



Identical Twins: 
Justice and 

Righteousness



Identical Twins

● Justice (mishpat)
● Righteousness (tzadeqah)



Mishpat

● Occurs more than 200 times in
the Old Testament

● Equity
● Rights
● Retributive and Restorative



Mishpat

”“Mishpat is “the restoration of a 
situation or environment so that 
equity and harmony are promoted 
in the community.”

--- Bruce Malchow



Tzadeqah

● Occurs in tandem with mishpat over 40 
times

● A life of right relationships
○ God
○ Others



Mishpat

”“Those who exhibit tzadeqah are 
“right with God and therefore 
committed to putting right all 
other relationships in life.”

--- Alec Motyer



Tzadeqah

● Primary Justice
● Rectifying Justice



Tzadeqah
  5 “If a man is righteous and does what is just and right— 6 if he does not eat upon the 
mountains or lift up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel, does not defile his 
neighbor's wife or approach a woman in her time of menstrual impurity, 7 does not oppress 
anyone, but restores to the debtor his pledge, commits no robbery, gives his bread to the 
hungry and covers the naked with a garment, 8 does not lend at interest or take any 
profit,[b] withholds his hand from injustice, executes true justice between man and man, 9 

walks in my statutes, and keeps my rules by acting faithfully—he is righteous; he shall 
surely live, declares the Lord God.

Ezekiel 18:5-9

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+18&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20858b


New Testament

Luke 14:12-13

12 He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do 
not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also 
invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. 
For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”



New Testament
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill 
and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law: justice and 
mercy and faithfulness. These you ought 
to have done, without neglecting the 
others.

 “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

Matthew 23:23 Matthew 22:39



Three Aspects of 
Biblical Justice



Three Aspects of Justice

● Equality
● Generosity
● Advocacy



Equality

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock 
and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

27 So God created man in his own image,

    in the image of God he created him;

    male and female he created them.

Genesis 1:26-27



Equality

You shall have the same rule for 
the sojourner and for the native, 
for I am the Lord your God.

Leviticus 24:22



Equality

15 “You shall do no injustice in court. You 
shall not be partial to the poor or defer 
to the great, but in righteousness shall 
you judge your neighbor.

19 You shall not pervert justice. You shall 
not show partiality, and you shall not 
accept a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes 
of the wise and subverts the cause of the 
righteous.

Leviticus 19:15 Deuteronomy 16:19



Equality

31 Whoever oppresses a poor man 
insults his Maker,

    but he who is generous to the 
needy honors him.

2 The rich and the poor meet together;

    the Lord is the Maker of them all.

Proverbs 14:31 Proverbs 22:2



Equality
My brothers,show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a 
man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing 
also comes in, 3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a 
good place,” while you say to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you 
not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved 
brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the 
kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not 
the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who 
blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?

8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you 
are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors.

James 2:1-9



Generosity
7 “If among you, one of your brothers should become poor, in any of your towns within your 
land that the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or shut your 
hand against your poor brother, 8 but you shall open your hand to him and lend him 
sufficient for his need, whatever it may be. 9 Take care lest there be an unworthy thought in 
your heart and you say, ‘The seventh year, the year of release is near,’ and your eye look 
grudgingly on your poor brother, and you give him nothing, and he cry to the Lord against 
you, and you be guilty of sin. 10 You shall give to him freely, and your heart shall not be 
grudging when you give to him, because for this the Lord your God will bless you in all your 
work and in all that you undertake. 11 For there will never cease to be poor in the land. 
Therefore I command you, ‘You shall open wide your hand to your brother, to the needy and 
to the poor, in your land.’

Deuteronomy 15:7-11



Generosity

When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go 
back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the Lord your 
God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you beat your olive trees, you shall 
not go over them again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. When 
you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the 
sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. You shall remember that you were a slave in the 
land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this. 

Deuteronomy 24:19-22



Generosity

13 Whoever closes his ear to the cry 
of the poor will himself call out and 
not be answered.

9 He has distributed freely; he has given 
to the poor;

    his righteousness endures forever;

    his horn is exalted in honor.

Proverbs 21:13 Psalm 112:9



Generosity

Blessed be the God of Jacob…

7     who executes justice for the oppressed,

    who gives food to the hungry.

Psalm 146:7



Generosity

 29 The people of the land have practiced extortion and 
committed robbery. They have oppressed the poor and needy, 
and have extorted from the sojourner without justice.

Ezekiel 22:29



Generosity

 33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. 34 You yourselves know that 
these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. 
35 In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself 
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”

Acts 20:33-35



Generosity

14 “But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able thus to offer 
willingly? For all things come from you, 
and of your own have we given you.

7 For who sees anything different in you? 
What do you have that you did not 
receive? If then you received it, why do 
you boast as if you did not receive it?

2 Chronicles 9:11 1 Corinthians 4:7



Generosity

17 But if anyone has the world's goods and sees his 
brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how 
does God's love abide in him?

1 John 3:17



Advocacy

“Blessed is the one who considers the poor.” 

Psalm 41:1



Advocacy

“A righteous (tzadequah) man knows the 
rights (mishpat) of the poor; a wicked man 
does not understand such knowledge.”

Proverbs 29:7



Advocacy

Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all 
who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge 
righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

Proverbs 31:8-9



Advocacy

Thus says the Lord: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver 
from the hand of the oppressor him who has been robbed. And 
do no violence to the resident alien, the fatherless, and the 
widow, nor shed innocent blood in this place.

Jeremiah 22:3



Advocacy

17 “You shall not pervert the justice due to the sojourner or to the fatherless, or take a 
widow's garment in pledge, 18 but you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt 
and the Lord your God redeemed you from there; therefore I command you to do 
this.19 “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you 
shall not go back to get it. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, 
that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.

Deuteronomy 24:17-19




