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The Discovery 
 

According to all the history books, Meriwether Lewis, of the Lewis and Clark expedition, 

died childless in 1809. However, the truth is that his daughter, my great-great-great-grandmother 

Kehlok, turned three years old that year. 

My name is Kay Baker, and my brother Louis discovered recently that DNA tests 

confirmed this family legend. Let me tell you, the extended Meriwether Lewis family is not quite 

sure what to do with us. Neither is anyone else, because the murder of my great-great-great-

great-grandfather, Meriwether Lewis, is one of the biggest cover-ups in history. My family was 

erased from the history books, disappearing along with Lewis’s lost four hundred pages of 

journal entries. But that is only part of the story—the rest is, well, magic. 

***** 

Lewis and Clark reached the mouth of the Columbia River where it meets the Pacific 

Ocean in November of 1805, after eighteen months of grueling travel from their starting point in 

Saint Louis, Missouri. They traveled with approximately thirty other men through uncharted 

territory in handmade canoes, on horseback, and on foot until they finally reached Cape 

Disappointment on the Pacific Ocean. Cape Disappointment itself was named in 1788 by an 

English sea captain after he missed the Columbia River due to a navigational error and ended up 

on the cape instead. For generations before Lewis and Clark arrived at Cape Disappointment and 

for centuries after, my family has lived in a nearby area that eventually became, in 1852, the city 

of Ilwaco, Washington. 

Meriwether was only thirty-one years old when he arrived at Cape Disappointment. 

Before leading the Corps of Discovery, Lewis had served as President Jefferson’s most trusted 
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assistant and had lived in the president’s house at Monticello for nearly four years, since 1801. 

That Lewis was selected to lead the most secretive, most challenging mission America had ever 

known at the time was no accident; magic and fate brought him to my ancestor Tamahna on the 

other side of the known world. Their story is the greatest love story never told. 

But I’m getting ahead of myself. 


