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INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Thomas Jefferson famously remarked that the tree of liberty must be 
refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants. I certainly 
hope he was wrong. I would prefer to think that education might suffice to 
refresh the tree of liberty. 
 Therefore, in the hope that I am more right than the great man about 
this, I offer this small anthology. It is a collection of writings or speeches 
which I hope just might provide that refreshment to younger generations of 
Americans. 

The task I set for myself was to contain thirty of the greatest such works 
into a single volume for easy reference. This task is commonly called editing 
although I would never presume to “edit” such great works as that word is 
commonly used. One does not “edit” The Declaration of Independence for 
instance. 

Nevertheless, editing is what it’s called and it entailed my extracting the 
best from the bottomless well of great writings about liberty and human 
freedom. I intentionally limited this anthology to works by Americans. Thus, 
the great writings and oratories by Winston Churchill, Margaret Thatcher and 
Pope John Paul II, among many others, must be left for a possible future 
volume. I make one half-exception in chapter 22 for someone who was 
British but whose fame and main body of work was in the United States. 

I also limited this anthology to teachings of a non-academic nature. My 
interest is to have these works read by a wide audience and academic writing 
is far too inaccessible. 

With accessibility being a primary concern, I further needed to exclude 
anything that might be considered “longer.” What constitutes longer is 
obviously subjective but I suspect that many people would consider Thomas 
Paine’s “Common Sense” or even The Constitution of the United States to 
be “longer.” Thus, in the interest of keeping this book short and sweet, I had 
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to decline them along with many other thoroughly appropriate selections. 
I suspect that many people are familiar with certain passages from most 

of these works. However, they are all of sufficiently short length that there 
could be no problem for anyone to make their way through all them in their 
entirety. Therefore, with the exception of the first, every teaching is presented 
in full. 

I do not expect that my selections would coincide perfectly with anyone 
else’s for such a work. Equally however, I do not expect that anyone would 
find my choices particularly objectionable for the task I’ve set. 

One might ask what qualifies me to edit such a work. I could detail 
various academic or professional qualifications but that should not be 
necessary. I have two far greater qualifications. First, I am an American. 
Second, I am a parent. These two qualifications together impel me to do 
whatever I can to educate first my children and then anyone else about our 
country’s greatness. Hence, this book. 

 

Michael Justin Lee 

Washington, DC 
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