
part one:  
the ‘essence’ of a witness



1. He stood there on the mount in glory bright 

He must have had his Father in his sight 

But He chose the valley road he saw our plight 

He set his face - He bore his cross  

-it was the sojourn of a son unto the throne 

Sojourn of a Son



Chorus	  

It’s the sojourn of a son, Where the world is not a home 

Just an alien who pitched his tent along this lonely 
road 

A cross defines the way as faith endures its test 

A distant joy, with pilgrim friends, 

To cheer him to the end

Sojourn of a Son



2. With every step we take our heart gains light  

As single eyes see heaven’s view at night 

Convinced till Kingdom come we must press on 

Though sojourn may bring suffering 

A soul’s allegiance must be solely to the King 

Sojourn of a Son



Chorus	  

It’s the sojourn of a son, Where the world is not a home 

Just an alien who pitched his tent along this lonely 
road 

A cross defines the way as faith endures its test 

A distant joy, with pilgrim friends, 

To cheer him to the end

Sojourn of a Son



Bridge:  

Lower and slower and harder is the road 

Higher and brighter and finer is the goal 

Fewer and poorer and weaker here below 

Fuller and deeper and richer in the soul 

-it is the sojourn of a son unto the throne (2x)

Sojourn of a Son



part one:  
the ‘essence’ of a witness



Acts 1.8 but you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and even to 
the remotest part of the earth.” 

“MY witnesses”



what does this 
mean?

“MY witnesses”



are we to be 
preachers? 

street hawkers? 

door-to-door 
salesmen?

“MY witnesses”



the 12 disciples went to the ‘uttermost’
“MY witnesses”



“My witnesses” is something very 
big, important, wonderful 

Isaiah 41-44 and “I AM”

“MY witnesses”



Isa. 41.21ff. there is a case 
pending in the global courtroom

the 
case: 
who is 
the real 
‘God’?

Is. 41.21 ¶ “ Present your case,” the 
LORD says. 

“Bring forward your strong 
arguments,” 

The  King of Jacob says. 



Isa. 41-44 the “I AM” is pitted 
against little gods and idols

Is. 41.21 - the “I AM” 
challenges the so-
called gods  
 
Is. 41.24 “Behold, ye 
are of nothing, and 
your work is 
nothing”

VS.



the “I AM” declares His 
‘absolute Sovereignty’

Isa. 43.9-13 
- who understands the past? 
- no god before my Face 
- no savior beside me 
- from eternity “I am” 
- none can deliver but me 
- I act irreversibly



Is. 44.8  ‘Do not tremble and do not be afraid; 
Have I not long since announced it to you and 
declared it? 
 And you are My witnesses. 
 Is there any God besides Me, or is there any other 
Rock? I know of none.’” 
Is. 44.12 “It is I who have declared and saved and 
proclaimed, and you are my witnesses”declares the 
LORD, and I AM God.”

Witnesses are also necessary in 
this global court proceeding



Israel’s calling:  
to be eye witness 

to  
the “I AM” in the 

world court

the importance of“MY witnesses” 
becomes obvious

- Israel’s greatness was 
in her calling 

- in fact the I AM 
blessed and chose her 

so she could witness (as 
a light to the nations)

there was only one problem



Israel failed as a witness

- Israel was blind and 
could not witness  
Is. 42.18-20 
- what blinded God’s 
people to the I AM?  
Is. 44.9



So God raised up His beloved Servant
- Isaiah 40-66 reveals the 
servant of God 

* he came to witness to the 
nations of the I AM    Is. 49.6 
*he came as a witness to the 
truth of God   Is. 55.4 
* he came to give sight to his 
blind people     Is. 42.7 



Jesus came both as the I AM and died 
as THE faithful and true witness

- in life revealed God’s love 
- in resurrection His Glory 
- in ascension poured forth 
the witnessing Holy Spirit 
from heaven upon believers 
- now Christians are to be 
witnesses of the ‘I AM’



Acts 5.32  
“And we are 
witnesses of 
these things; and 
so is the Holy 
Spirit, whom God 
has given to those 
who obey Him.”

John 15.26-27 ¶ “When the 
Helper comes, whom I will 
send to you from the 
Father, that is the Spirit of 
truth who proceeds from 
the Father, He will testify 
about Me, and you will 
testify also, because you 
have been with Me from 
the beginning.

when we witness, the Holy Spirit 
always adds his witness



How important is our calling

together we witness 
- who He is 
- His sovereignty 
- His redeeming love 
- the truth of Jesus Christ 
We are eyewitnesses



1Pet. 2.9  ¶ But you are 
A CHOSEN RACE, A 
royal PRIESTHOOD, 
A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God’s 
OWN POSSESSION, 
so that you may 
proclaim the 
excellencies of Him 
who has called you 
out of darkness into 
His marvelous light; 

our ‘reason for being’  
is witnessing



• Matt. 5.16 “Let 
your light so 
shine before men 
that they may 
see your good 
works, and glorify 
your Father who 
is in heaven.

your act of witnessing flows out  
of your essence as a witness



By contrast, in the world there are those 
with ‘large’ souls but no ‘spirit’

Gaining the world 
- big intellect 
- big money 
- big ego 
- big name 
- big game 
= big soul, dead spirit



witnesses are those whose full spirit 
produces ‘expansiveness of soul’

Knowing the Lord 
- generous heart 
- compassion for others 
- bigger picture of life 
- sees beauty inside and out 
- spiritual largeness because of 
an inner relationship with God



embrace
s a 

larg
er vi

ew of th
ings

includes the ‘God factor’ in all plans

elevates the lives of those around them

poised in crisis

filled with the Holy Spirit

a witness has an incredible  
largeness of being

it’s the 
largeness 
of the  
I AM  
in you



three reasons: 

1. the enemy loses ground whenever  a witness can 
identify the I AM from experience 

Matt. 10.22 “You will be hated by all because of My name, but 
it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.  

Matt. 10.25 “It is enough for the disciple that he become like 
his teacher, and the slave like his master. If they have called the 
head of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
the members of his household! 

why is being a witness such a 
significant spiritual issue?



2nd reason: it is the primary meaning of bearing our 
cross 

Luke 9.23 ¶ And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after 
Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.  

Luke 9.24 “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever 
loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  

Luke 9.25 “For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and 
loses or forfeits himself?  

Luke 9.26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man 
will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the 
Father and of the holy angels.

why is being a witness such a 
significant spiritual issue?



the cross of witnessing sometimes 
includes denying ourselves ‘good’ things’



3rd reason: being a 
witness   (= marturia) 
is costly, and 
therefore exudes a 
beautiful fragrance-  
a sacrifice  
 worthy of kingdom 
reward 

why is being a witness such a 
significant spiritual issue?



God receives an aromatic offering through 

the sacrificial life of devoted witnesses

"If Jesus Christ is God and died for me,  
then no sacrifice can be too great  

for me to make for Him."



the Lord is looking for a 
consecrated witness to 
testify of His salvation 
to the world

a door waits before us



His call is generation- 
specific because the  
zeitgeist varies with  
each generation

a door waits before us



The catch of witness is: your generation 
produced the present zeitgeist so 
you hold the keys to its modality

You are the door



The ‘old’ gospel 
wineskins cannot 
hold the new wine 
witness

You are the door



The one great lie 
that hinders the  
‘I am” witness is 
believing you’re 
still too young

You are the door



Martin Luther - 

 at 33yrs. 
stood against 

the Roman 
Catholic 
Church



Zwingli

 at 34 yrs. 
freed the 

Swiss from the 
Roman Catholic 

Church



John Calvin
Wrote 

“Institutes”, 
ruled and led 
Christians in 
Geneva by 26 

yrs.



John Knox

Calvinist who 
established the 

Church of 
Scotland at 30 

yrs.



George Fox

at 19yrs. began 
itinerant 

preaching and 
search for 
spiritual 
reality = 
Quakers



John Wesley

at 20yrs. 
became a 

missionary and 
‘sanctified’ at 

35 yrs.



Jonathan 
Edwards

at 24 became 
pastor in Conn. 

and at 31 
started 

America’s Great 
Awakening of 

the 1730’s



George 
Whitefield

at 18 yrs. 
preached through 

England. At 
24yrs. preached 
powerfully in 

America’s Great 
Awakening of the 

1730’s



D.L. Moody
- at 20 yrs. 

started the SS 
movement in 
Chicago with 

650 kids- at 35 
brought 

revival to 
England



Charles 
Spurgeon

- at 16 started 
preaching and 
by 21 became 

pastor of 
6000 member 
Metropolitan 
Tabernacle



J.N. Darby

- at 25 left 
lawyering to 

become a 
preacher and 
at 27 founded 
the Brethren 

Movement



George 
Mueller

- at 25 came 
from Germany 
as a preacher 
and by 30 had 
established 

an orphanage



Hudson Taylor

left medical 
studies to go 
to China at 22 

yrs. with a 
vision of the 
China Inland 

Mission



Margaret 
Barber

at 30yrs. first 
went out to 

China.  prayed 
20 yrs. for God 

to raise up 
young men. Met 
Nee at 54 yrs.



C.T. Studd

at 25 yrs. left 
with the 

‘Cambridge 7’ to 
become a 

missionary in 
China, India and 

Africa



Watchman Nee

at 21 yrs. started 
serving God in 
Foochow and 

Shanghai with a 
vision for all 

China



Evan Roberts

at 26 yrs. Was the 
instrument the 

Lord used to 
carry the Welsh 
Revival of 1904-5



Stephen Kaung

at 20 yrs. was 
preaching the 

gospel and 
working with 

Watchman Nee



David Wilkerson

at 14 yrs began 
preaching and at 
27 yrs started 

Teen Challenge 
to help gang 

members overcome 
drug addiction



Francis Chan
at 27 yrs started 

mega church 
Cornerstone in 

California. In 2008 
gave all his $2 

miilion in assets 
away to serve God 
in a house church 
movement in San 

Francisco Bay area



Greg Lowry
at 17 was saved 

during the Jesus 
Movement and began 
a Bible study 2 yrs 
later that became 
the mega church 

Harvest Christian 
Fellowship and 

holds large youth 
Harvest Crusades 
around the world.



Jeremiah the 
Prophet

Jer. 1.4-7 ¶ Now the word of the 
LORD came to me saying,  

 “Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, 

 And before you were born I 
consecrated you; 

 I have appointed you a prophet 
to the nations.”  

Then I said, “Alas, Lord GOD! 
 Behold, I do not know how to 

speak, 
 Because I am a youth.”  
But the LORD said to me, 

 “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ 
 Because everywhere I send you, 

you shall go, 
 And all that I command you, you 

shall speak. 



You?

Calling to 
ministry usually 
begins with being 

a door of 
witness. What 
door are you 
knocking for 

Jesus?



next time: the doing  
of a  witness



We are the Lord’s,   We are His witness 
We’re unashamed of the gospel’s power  
So let's start sharing; 

There's a cross we’ve taken,  
We’re sowing gospel seed 

It’s time to heed the Master’s call.  
O Lord, send me

We are His witness


