


ACTFL Assessment of Performance Towards 
Proficiency in Languages 

Understanding AAPPL 



Performance towards Proficiency 

“Performance is the ability 
to use language that has 
been learned and practiced 
in an instructional setting.” 

“Proficiency is the ability to use 
language in real world situations in 
a spontaneous interaction and non-
rehearsed context in a manner that 
is acceptable and appropriate to 
native speakers of the language.” 

AAPPL assesses performance providing evidence that points toward a learner’s 
proficiency level. 

Source: ACTFL performance descriptors for language learners. (2012). Alexandria, VA: ACTFL American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.



AAPPL proficiency levels 
The ACTFL AAPPL assessment is 
designed to determine the proficiency 
level achieved by 5th grade Participate 
Spanish Immersion students. There are 
four sections of the assessment:  
Interpersonal Listening/Speaking (ILS),  
Presentational Writing (PW),  
Interpretive Listening (IL) and  
Interpretive Reading (IR).  
 
For each of these four sections, your 
students received a score within the 
range of “Below N-4” and “A”. As all of 
your students took Form B of the test, 
any scores under N-4 are marked only as 
“Below N-4”. 

Source: ACTFL performance descriptors for language learners. (2012). Alexandria, VA: ACTFL American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.



Students exiting 5th 
grade are expected to 
have a proficiency 
level of Intermediate 
Low-Mid. These 
expectations 
correspond These 
expectations 
correspond with 
AAPPL scores within 
the range of “I-1” 
through “I-4”. 

NCDPI exit proficiency expectations 

Source: http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/curriculum/worldlanguages/scos/world-language.pdf 



Time as a component of language development 

Source: ACTFL performance descriptors for language learners. (2012). Alexandria, VA: ACTFL American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 



College and career readiness 

Source: the paper La Enseñanza de Español y Otras Lenguas Extranjeras en los Estados Unidos: Cantidad y Calidad (The Teaching of Spanish and Other Foreign Languages in the United States: Quantity and Quality) presented at the II Congreso de la Lengua 
Española in Valladolid, Spain, October 18, 2001 by Dr. Elvira Swender of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) 

Proficiency Level  Functions Corresponding Jobs/Professions Who has this proficiency? NC DPI Dual 
Immersion Target 

Superior Discuss topics extensively, support 
opinions and hypothesize. Deal with a 
linguistically unfamiliar situation. 

Interpreter, Accountant Executive, Lawyer, Judge, 
Financial Advisor 

Educated native speakers; students from 
abroad after working for a number of 
years in a professional environment. 

Advanced High Narrate and describe in past, present 
and future and deal effectively with an 
unanticipated complication. 

University professor of foreign languages Students with masters degrees or 
doctorates 

Advanced Mid Doctor, Sales representative, Social Worker Native speakers who learned Spanish in 
the home environment 

Grade 12 

Advanced Low Customer service representative, Police officer, 
school teacher 

Graduates with Spanish degrees Grades 10 -11 

Intermediate High Create with language, initiate, maintain 
and bring to a close simple 
conversations by asking and 
responding to simple questions. 

Aviation personnel, telephone operator, receptionist After 6 years of middle/high school, AP, 
and living in Spanish speaking country for 
a year 

Grades  8 - 9 

Intermediate Mid After 4 years of middle/high school, AP, 
and living in Spanish speaking country for 
a year. 

Grades 6 - 7 

Intermediate Low Tour guide, cashier After 2 years of high school Grades 4 - 5 

Novice High Communicate minimally with formulaic 
and rote utterances, lists and phrases. 

After 1 year of high school Grade 2 -3 

Novice Mid Grade 1 

Novice Low 



Individual student report 


