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The PharmChek® Sweat Patch (referred to as “sweat patch” or “patch”) is to be used 
only in a Professional Environment by     individuals certified to apply and remove the 
sweat patch. It is not intended for over-the-counter retail sales.  

Please note that state and federal workplace drug testing laws may be applicable and are 
the responsibility of the employer. 
 
  

 



PharmChek® Drugs of Abuse Sweat Patch - Overview 

The PharmChek® Sweat Patch (or Drug Patch) by PharmChem, Inc. is worn on the skin 
for up to 10 days and uses sweat as the specimen source to test for drugs of abuse. The 
patch offers continuous monitoring of any drug use occurring up to 48 hours before application 
through 24 hours prior to removal. There are no special precautions to be taken during the patch 
wear period other than those observed in wearing a conventional bandage. 
 
The sweat patch is comprised of a white absorbent pad, covered with a unique 
polyurethane dressing. The absorbent pad of the patch is protected from the environment 
by a layer of film composed of polyurethane coated with adhesive. The polyurethane film 
is a "semi- permeable membrane,” which allows small molecules, such as oxygen, carbon 
dioxide, and water vapor to pass through the patch— leaving the skin underneath healthy 
and sterile. 
 
Drugs excreted in sweat are trapped by this polyurethane dressing and retained in the 
white absorbent pad. The sweat patch captures insensible perspiration, the uncontrolled 
loss of sweat from the skin. Approximately 300–700 ml of insensible sweat is excreted 
each day, and about 2ml is absorbed in the patch each week. 
 

Substances of large molecular weight are trapped in the absorbent pad and submitted to 
the laboratory for analysis by LC/MS/MS.  

 

Current Panel 

Standard panel: Cocaine and Benzoylecgonine, Opiates (Heroin, 6-AM; Morphine, 
Codeine), Methamphetamine, Amphetamine, Marijuana (Delta-9 THC), and 
Phencyclidine (PCP). 

Fentanyl add-on: Fentantyl and Norfentayl (cannot be ordered alone). 

Expanded panel: Cocaine and Benzoylecgonine, Methamphetamine, Amphetamine, 
Marijuana (Delta-9 THC), Phencyclidine (PCP), Opiates (Hydromorphone, 
Hydrocodone, Oxymorphone, Oxycodone, Heroin, 6-AM; Morphine, Codeine), Fentanyl 
and Norfentanyl. 

 



Workplace Testing Considerations 

 
In What Workplace Testing Environment Is the PharmChek Patch Approved for? 
 
The PharmChek patch is an FDA approved patch for the testing of drugs of abuse.  It accepted as a 
non-DOT supplemental testing as specified by SAMHSA for use in private, non-government regulated 
applications. 
 
In What Workplace Testing Scenarios Does the PharmChek Patch work best? 
 
The PharmChek® Sweat Patch can be used for standard non-DOT drug policy screens that include 
return to work, fitness for duty, reasonable suspicion, and random testing. What makes PharmChek® a 
valuable HSE tool is that it is engineered for long-term wear, making it ideal for employers who 
employ remote field personnel, workers in high-risk environments, or organizations with unique safety 
initiatives in a range of industries. 
 
Does the Patch Require Any Special Donor Privacy Considerations for Administration? 
 
Because the PharmChem is typically applied on the arm, the patch can be physically applied by a 
certified staff member regardless of gender.   
 
A standard chain of custody process that is covered in the PharmChem certification ensures donor 
testing information is respectfully protected and accessible by only authorized personnel. 
 
Do you have partners who can administer my drug testing program using PharmChek? 
 
We have a network of service providers who offer a wide range of workplace-related drug testing 
services, including the application and removal of PharmChek sweat patches. Please go to our Find A 
Screening Provider tool to locate a partner near you. 
 
We Wish to Manage Our Own Company Testing, Can We Use The Patch for That? 
 
Companies may employ the patch for drug screening.  Adherence to federal, state and company bylaws 
are the responsibility of the organization.  PharmChem does require product certification before an 
organization’s personnel can administer the patch. 
 
To ensure extra patches cannot be obtained by donors to replace a tampered one, PharmChem closely 
controls and verifies the shipping of patch supplies only to authorized PharmChem customers. 
 
Our Drug Testing Policy or State Regulations Specify a Requirement for Medical Review Officer 
Services (MRO).  Can we arrange for MRO Services when using the PharmChek patch? 
 



MRO review of tested samples is available for PharmChek patch testing programs.  If the employer 
currently has a preferred MRO service organization, arrangements can be organized through our lab 
partner to forward the testing results to the MRO administrator.   
 
Additionally, MRO services can be arranged through PharmChek.  Those services can be arranged 
through a nationwide third-party MRO administrator, who would receive the lab results directly from 
our lab partner.   
 
Our Testing Policy Mandates an A/B sample for testing verification, how does that work with the 
drug patch? 
 
Currently, the PharmChek patch does not support A/B testing.  We are currently investigating the 
manufacturing of a sweat patch that would support A/B testing, but it currently is not available. 

 
Is PharmChek generally accepted? 
 
Yes! The sweat patch technology has been in use for over 25 years. Over 100,000 tests are performed 
annually. PharmChek has been repeatedly upheld by courts as a reliable drug testing modality. 
Furthermore, in 2004, SAMHSA accredited sweat as an accepted testing modality. 
 

Detailed technical information on the PharmChem sweat patch can be found in the PharmChem 
Technical FAQ document on our website.  For further information, please visit our website at 
www.pharmchek.com. 


