
Carmen Hosack, CEO

When electric cooperative 
member-owners are asked 
what they value most about 

their electric service, two things consis-
tently rank near the top – reliability and 
affordability. With an annual average 
reliability rate of 99.95%, we know 
reliability doesn’t happen by chance. It 
takes constant effort to maintain sys-
tems, improve where necessary, and 
anticipate our member-owners’ increas-
ing needs for electric service. 

During the winter months, reliabili-
ty is under greater scrutiny from our 
member-owners. Old Man Winter’s 
fury of snow and ice storms, combined 
with strong winds, can put our systems 
to the test in a significant way. When 
outages occur, the most frequent cause 
is trees or other vegetation coming into 
contact with power lines. These types 
of outages are not only inconvenient for 
our member-owners but also costly to 
your cooperative’s bottom line, which 
impacts affordability over the long-term. 

We know that vegetation – especially 
trees – are valued parts of our land-
scape. Beyond enhancing the beauty 
of an area, they provide important 
functions like cool shade, noise bar-
riers, supplying vital oxygen to the 
atmosphere, and providing a habitat 
for many animals. But trees also grow, 
which can cause problems with power 
lines if they are not properly planted or if 
volunteer trees rise in unintended areas.

When branches and limbs break off, 
they often land in roadways or bring the 
power lines down with them – posing 
a safety risk to cooperative employees 
and the public. Because our distribution 
system connects thousands of people 
across our service territory, one tree 

coming in contact with a power line 
may impact your neighbors near and 
far. The Iowa Electrical Safety Code 
requires electric utilities, including 
cooperatives, to have a schedule and 
procedures for regular tree trimming 
and vegetation management, which is 
critical in minimizing these instances.

Both federal and state policies require 
that vegetation must be cleared from 
power lines as a safety measure for 
member-owners and our employees. 
These groups also have strict guide-
lines, including prohibiting trees from 
being planted certain distances away 
from power lines. 

Under our vegetation management pro-
gram – which means that trees and oth-
er vegetation are inspected and trimmed 
on a 10-year cycle – maintaining line 
clearance is our primary objective. We 
do this while ensuring we trim vegeta-
tion in an environmentally responsible 
manner. The tree trimming process has 
two purposes – to remove elements that 
may already be coming into contact 
with utility equipment, such as wires 
and conductors and to create a clear-
ance that will 
provide haz-
ard-free opera-
tion of electric 
service for at 
least two years. 

Using the estab-
lished standards 
as the guide, we 
also know that a 
methodical, pro-
active approach 
is important to 
ensure the safe, 
reliable, afford-

able and 
environ-
mentally 
responsi-
ble de-
livery of 
service. 
Like many 
things in 
life, pre-
ventative 
mainte-
nance is 
a key to 
health – 
oil changes are vital to the longevity of 
a vehicle, regular dental visits are im-
portant in cavity prevention, and annual 
inspections and maintenance will likely 
extend the life of your furnace. Left to 
chance – rather than being proactive 
– your vehicle, teeth or furnace would 
likely suffer. The same is true with 
your cooperative’s electric system. By 
proactively clearing vegetation before it 
reaches power lines, Nishnabotna Val-
ley REC will be less impacted during 
severe weather and we’ll avoid longer, 
more costly outages.
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Member Education Opportunities
$5,000 Available for College Scholarships

A total of $5,000 in college scholarships will be awarded by the Nishnabotna 
Valley Foundation and Basin Electric Power Cooperative for the 2018-2019 

school year.
Dependants of NVREC member-owners are eligible for one $1,000 scholarship 
through our power supplier Basin Electric in Bismarck, ND. The Nishnabotna Val-
ley Foundation has four $500 scholarships available to students enrolled in a 4-year 
college or university. The Foundation also has up to four additional $500 scholar-
ships, which are to be awarded first to students enrolled in 2-year technical schools.
Applicants for the scholarships must be U.S. citizens and students enrolled or plan-
ning to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate course of study at an accred-
ited, two-year or four-year college, university or vocational/technical school.
Recipients of the scholarships will be chosen based on a combination of ACT or SAT scores and overall grade point av-
erage, work experience, participation in school and community activities, career goals, an essay written by the applicant 
about his/her understanding of the cooperative business model, and a written recommendation by a third party.
Applicants may go to our website www.nvrec.com for an application form and details.  All entries must reach the 
REC office no later than Friday, February 16, 2018.  If you have additional questions, please contact Janell Leinen 
at the REC office in Harlan, P.O. Box 714, or call 1-800-234-5122.

þ YES, please enter our names in the drawing
for the trip. We understand that if our names 
are drawn, we will be billed $100.

Our first and second choice of dates: 

      July   11-13     1st    2nd
      Aug     1-3      1st    2nd

I/we    q  have        q  have not
participated in this tour in the past.

First Person

Second Person

Address

City

Phone

(please circle)

Clip coupon and return to REC office by May 11, 2018

A Powerful
  Experience!

Nishnabotna Valley REC and Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative invite you to join us for one of two
Energy Trail Tours being offered this summer. This 
3-day adventure will allow you to view, first-hand,
how your power providers convert energy from
water, wind, and coal into electricity. View coal 
being mined and see how those mines are,
then, returned to productive farm and native
grass lands. Learn how the energy industry is 
evolving to become more dependent on renewable
power generation and glimpse into the future of
carbon capture technology. Enjoy the fellowship
of other cooperative member-owners on a 
comfortable motor coach journey to North Dakota’s 
Energy Loop. $100 per couple covers your lodging, 
meals and entry fees. The remainder of your tour
costs are covered by Nishnabotna Valley REC.
Eight lucky couples from NVREC will be selected at 
random from those who sign up.

Photo credit: Chelsy Ciavarella, Basin Electric Power Cooperative

 Join 1,800 other students 
 from across the country

 Meet Iowa’s members 
 of Congress

For more information visit • www.youthtour.coop Blog • iowayouthtour.blogspot.com

C O U R T E S Y  O F  Y O U R  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E

Iowa Association of
   Electric Cooperatives

WIN A WEEK-LONG TRIP

NEXT YOUTH TOUR • JUNE 8-14, 2018

 Tour historic sights
 Take a boat cruise on 

 the Potomac River
 Visit Smithsonian museums

 Make new friends
 Learn more about electric 

 cooperatives
 Sharpen your leadership skills

Attention High School Juniors
WIN a trip to Washington DC
Apply to win a chance of a lifetime to represent Nishnabotna Valley REC on the 2018 
Youth Tour. For more information or to apply, visit our website at www.nvrec.com
Applications are due to the NVREC office by Friday, March 16, 2018.
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A generator can be a valuable piece of 
equipment to keep appliances work-

ing during a power outage. Generators 
can be either temporary or permanently 
installed. 
A permanent generator is wired into a 
house by a qualified electrician using 
a transfer switch that prevents a gener-
ator from feeding electricity back into 
overhead lines, which can be deadly for 
linemen. 
A temporary generator is powered by 
gasoline and should not be attached to a 
circuit breaker, fuse, or outlet. Before ever 
purchasing a generator you need to know 
the wattage required to run the appliances 
you will attach to the generator. You also 
need to know the surge power, which is 
the power it takes to turn an appliance on.
Once you have purchased the proper gen-
erator, follow these tips from Safe Elec-
tricity to properly operate your generator:
• Read and follow all manufacturer op-

erating instructions to properly ground 
the generator. Be sure you understand 

them before hooking up the generator. 
• Never operate a generator in a con-

fined area, such as a garage. Gener-
ators can produce numerous gases, 
including toxic and deadly carbon 
monoxide. They require proper venti-
lation.

• Generators pose electrical risks es-
pecially when operated in wet con-
ditions. Use a generator only when 
necessary when the weather creates 
wet or moist conditions. Protect the 
generator by operating it under an 
open, canopy-like structure on a dry 
surface where water cannot form pud-
dles or drain under it. Always ensure 
that your hands are dry before touching 
the generator. 

• When you refuel the generator, make 
sure the engine is cool to prevent a fire, 
should the tank overflow.

• There should be nothing plugged into 
the generator when you turn it on. This 
prevents a surge from damaging your 
generator and appliances.

• Be sure to keep children and pets away 
from the generator, which could burn 
them. 

• Shut down the generator properly. Be-
fore shutting down a generator, turn off 
and unplug all appliances and equip-
ment being powered by the generator. 

• Remember maintenance between uses. 
It is also a good idea to inspect the fuel 
and oil filters, spark plug, oil level and 
fuel quality and to start the generator 
on a regular basis before an emergency 
situation occurs.

Think Safety When Operating a Generator

Do you have compact flourescent lights (CFLs) and/or 
LED lights in your home?

1. Electric outlets are not overloaded with lots of plugs.

2. Electric cords are in good condition.

3. Electric cords do not run under rugs or furniture legs 
or near hot appliances.

4. Electric appliances are used away from water.

5. People carry appliances by the handle, not the cord.

6. A multipurpose fire extinguisher is kept in the house.

7. All danger and warning signs are read and carefully 
followed.

8. Electric appliances that can get hot—such as heaters, 
toasters, and light bulbs—are kept away from things that 
can burn.

9. Safety caps are inserted in outlets when small children 
are around.

10. Small appliances are turned off and/or unplugged when 
people leave home.

11. All extension cords, lights, and appliances used outdoors 
are labeled for outdoor use.

True Needs fixing

© 2010 Culver Media, LLC

Do you use electricity safely in your
home? Print this checklist and do this 
inspection with an adult in your family. 
If you find any hazards, check NEEDS 
FIXING and then ask an adult to have
them fixed.

kidse-

Inspect
ion

Inspect
ion

Inspect
ionSAFETY
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Do most new years speed past as resolutions are forgotten? 
You are not alone. Setting large, difficult goals and making 

strong initial progress that fades as the weeks go by happens to 
everyone. Don’t worry; small changes can have big impacts and 
can be easier to maintain. Here are some reasonable resolutions to 
help you make healthy, positive changes.
If you want to eat better but find you cannot adhere to a strict, 
restrictive diet, try making more nutritious choices one at a time.

• Add an extra serving of nutritiously prepared vegetables every 
day, like steamed or roasted veggies as a side, salsa instead of 
butter on your baked potato or adding mushrooms to ground 
beef. 

• Cut both sugary and artificially sweetened soft drinks to only 
one each week. Don’t deny yourself. Make it a special treat!

• Replace sugary or refined snacks and breakfast foods with 
fruits, nuts and whole grains. Fresh fruit and nuts or nut butter. 
Avocado and cheese on whole grain toast. Lightly sweetened 
granola in plain yogurt. Steel cut oats with berries. Delicious 
and nutritious. 

If you resolved to use the gym but you’re not going, find a way to 
make it engaging and hold yourself accountable.

• Find a gym buddy, go together and hold each other accountable.
• Try a resolution accountability app, like Pact, which attaches 

monetary value to your dedication.
• Make working out more social with fitness social media apps or 

support groups on social networks.
• Make it more social in real life by joining fitness classes or 

searching Meetup.com for groups that get together for fitness 
activities, both in the gym and outdoors.

If the gym truly isn’t for you, quit. Take a dance or self-defense 
class, riding lessons or outdoor survival course. Do what moves 
you, literally and figuratively.
If you resolved to get organized but find yourself still living in 
clutter, running late or not getting enough sleep, tackle organiza-
tion with small tasks. 

• Section by section, put things away, dust or disinfect and do not 
allow yourself to re-clutter a cleaned area. Invest in attractive 
storage solutions and clean one section each evening until you 
finish every section.

• Decide if you pick up an object, you must put it down in its 
rightful place.

• Use your phone’s calendar to track every appointment and 
block off time. Set reminders to provide enough time to get out 
the door and on the road. You can also use it to remind yourself 
to go to bed early, give the dog its medication, bake cookies for 
a bake sale or spend a few minutes tidying at the end of each 
day.

• Say no to unnecessary or unimportant requests that stretch your 
time and patience, to which you cannot give your full attention 
or that sound just plain terrible. Prioritize the people and activi-
ties you care about most, including yourself.

Achievable Resolutions

Nishnabotna Valley REC’s commitment 
to you goes beyond providing safe, 

reliable, and affordable electricity.  
We’re always looking for ways to provide 
value to our members and our community, 
especially during tough economic times. 
NVREC’s Co-op Connections Card is a 
money-saving tool we’re proud to offer our 
membership. The free card connects you 
with discounts on everything from hotel 
stays to prescription drugs .
Looking for a deal on an oil change? What 
about a discount for your next family meal? 
A wide variety of merchants throughout our 
community accept the card, including Pizza 
Ranch, Border Fare, HyVee, and many 
more. Be sure to present the card at the 
register to receive your discount!
We hope local businesses participating in 
the Co-op Connections program benefit 
from increased traffic from NVREC mem-
bers. Businesses can sign up for the pro-
gram at no cost. For a complete list of all 

participating businesses in our area, simply 
log on to our website www.nvrec.com and 
follow the Co-op Connections Card link.
The card also gives you access to online 
savings at more than 95 national retailers 
like Barnes&Noble.com, Hertz Rental Cars, 
Best Western hotels and ProFlowers.com. 
You can check out these great national dis-
counts at www.connections.coop. 
One of the most valuable features of the 
Co-op Connections Card is the pharmacy 
discount. While it is not insurance, the 
discount can mean savings of 10 to 60 
percent on prescription drugs. The logo 
and information on the back of your card 
is recognized at more than 60,000 national, 
regional, and local pharmacies.
Want to find out more? Log on to www.
locateproviders.com to search for phar-
macies in our area honoring the card. Use 
code 22203 as the group number under the 
“Groups” login section. Next, enter your zip 
code.  

As a Touchstone Energy co-op, Nishnabot-
na Valley REC strives to serve our members 
according to four core values: integrity, ac-
countability, innovation and commitment to 
community. Our Co-op Connections Card is 
one of the ways we live up to those values.
We’re eager to answer any questions you 
have about the card and how to take ad-
vantage of the discounts it provides. If you 
don’t have a Co-op Connections Card, you 
can pick one up at our office during busi-
ness hours or download your own! Ask us 
how today! Call us at 712-755-2166 to find 
out more, or log onto www.nvrec.com.

Co-op Connections Card Puts Value in Your Wallet
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In October, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
announced plans to repeal the Clean Power Plan, a regu-

lation that would have increased costs and impacted many 
electric cooperatives across the nation. Now the EPA, informed 
by public comment, must work to develop a common-sense 
replacement plan. 
Along with our power providers, Basin Electric and Northwest 
Iowa Power Cooperative (NIPCO), Nishnabotna Valley REC is 
working with the National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion (NRECA), our national trade association, to encourage the 
EPA to replace the rule with a plan that focuses on individual 
power plants. We hope the agency will craft a replacement rule 
to address power plant emissions legally, provide co-ops with 
the certainty and flexibility they need to meet their members’ 
needs, and support co-ops in their mission to provide afford-
able and reliable electricity.
Electric co-ops depend on a diverse fuel mix to meet the 
energy needs of 42 million members across the nation, protect 
reliability of the energy system and ensure affordable pow-
er. The fact is that no two electric co-ops are exactly alike. 
The nation’s 900 electric co-ops rely on a diverse fuel mix to 
meet members’ energy needs, maintain reliability and ensure 
affordability. Each one makes strategic long-term investments 
in energy sources that make the most sense for them. Any new 
regulation needs to account for this reality.
This flexibility to pursue a diverse fuel mix allows co-ops to 
respond to local and regional factors and member preferences 
while ensuring affordable and reliable power. Past federal pol-
icy pushed cooperatives away from natural gas use for elec-
tricity to developing coal-based electric generation. In many 
cases, co-op members are still paying for those facilities—and 
the roughly $12 billion in pollution control measures that were 
added to them since the early 1990s.
But as it turns out, electric co-ops and other utilities are al-
ready making significant changes in how they generate power. 
Co-ops and their members value a healthy environment and 

vibrant rural communities. Market forces 
and members’ interests are driving co-ops 
to further diversify their electric genera-
tion portfolios. As a result, co-op-owned 
coal-fired generation has dropped 9 per-
cent since 2014, and co-op solar capacity 
has increased five times in just the past 
two years.  

We live in a carbon constrained world and electric co-ops 
are reducing their carbon footprint. In fact, since 2005, 
co-ops have increased electric generation by 15 million 
megawatt-hours while reducing carbon dioxide emissions 
by nearly 10 percent.
Given the progress happening without the Clean Power 
Plan, you may ask why the EPA should to go back to the 
drawing board to come up with a replacement rule. The 
main reason is certainty. A workable, common-sense rule 
that adheres to the law clarifies the rules of the road for 
co-ops, which will then be better able to make smart, 
long-term investments in electric generation. Regulatory 
certainty is an essential ingredient in ensuring a reliable 
supply of affordable power.
Co-ops are looking forward to working with the EPA on a 
plan that gets it right this time around.

Co-ops push for common-sense replacement rule in place of CPP

Consumption for Electricity Generation by Energy Source: 
Energy Information Admin. 2016

In December 2017, EPA Director Scott Pruitt held a meeting 
in Nevada, IA. Several Rural Power representatives were 
present to hear Pruitt speak and present his views on the 
EPA’s replacement plan.
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Energy Efficiency Rebates 2018    New or Replacement
Controlled Water Heaters

EF 90% and >=50 gal.

>=50 <75 Gals = $300
>=75 <85 Gals = $350
>=85 <105 Gals = $400
105+ Gals = $500

Building Insulation
* Electric heat is the main source 
for qualifying rooms.

* Professionally installed, blown-
in, spray foam, insulating concrete 
forms, rigid styrofoam panels and/
or structural panel tupe insulation.

* 30% of the installed cost up to a 
max of $800 per bldg/year

Recycling Appliances
Refrigerator    $25 (max 3/year)
Freezer     $25 (max 3/year)
Window Air Conditioner  $25 (max 3/year)

Appliance must be >10 cubic feet
Appliance must be clean, empty, in working 
condition and ready for pickup.

AG & C&I Rebates 2018
CFL, T-8 and/or t-5 Fluorescent Tubes
LED
Reduced Wattage Metal Halide Low Ballast Lamps

  $100 / kW minimum 0.5kW
  $300 / kW minimum of 0.5kW
  $25 / kW minimum of 0.5kW

Ground Coupled Heat Pump
Air-to-Air Heat Pump
Controlled Non-Residential Water Heater

>= 10 Tons then $400 / Ton
>= 10 Tons then $100 / Ton
>= 80Gal & Heating Elements = 18kW then $20 / kW

Building Insulation
Elec Heat, Professionally Installed blown-in, 
spray foam, insulating concrete forms, rigid 
styro foam panels and/or structural panel type 
insulation, then 10% of installed cost up to a 
max of $2,000 per bldg/yr

Variable Speed Motor
Qualifying Soft Start 
Device

 $40 / HP

 $40 / HP

Energy Star Rated Appliances
New Clothes Washer  $50
New Dryer   $25
New Refrigerator  $25
New Freezer   $25
New Dishwasher  $25

For more information, 
please call the NVREC 
member service dept. at 

712-755-2166.

Geothermal 
Any type of ground source heat pump (GSHP)
COP>= 3.3 and EER of >= 14.1 $3,000

Air-to-air
If no back up heat or if back up heat is propane gas:
SEER >= 14.5 & < 15.0 $400
SEER >= 15.0 & < 16.0 $500
SEER > 16.0 $600
If back up heat is electric then:
SEER >= 14.5 & < 15.0 $600
SEER >= 15.0 & < 16.0 $700
SEER > 16.0 $800

Ductless Mini-Split Heat Pump
SEER>14.5 $200

Central Air Conditioner
HSPF>= 8.5, SEER>= 15/0, EER>= 12.5 $100

Window Portable Air Conditioner  $25

To see if you qualify for any of these energy efficiency rebates offered by 
NVREC in 2018, contact our member service department at 712-755-2166 
or download an EE rebate form from our website at www.nvrec.com.
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Ingredients
•    1 avocado, flesh chopped
•    2 carrots, grated
•    2 cups sweetcorn in water, drained
•    1/2 cup baby spinach, chopped
•    1/2 cup low-fat natural yogurt
•    1tbsp horseradish sauce
•    12 taco shells
•    1tsp oil
•    1 lb lean beef steaks, cut into bite-

size pieces

Steak tacos with carrot salsa

Nishnabotna Valley REC is pleased with the information AMI meters installed in 
2017 provide.  The new meters have eliminated the need for manual monthly meter 

readings. They also give NVREC staff and crews real-time usage information and outage 
alerts. The meters provide secure online data to the SmartHub app for member-owners to 
access, view, and manage their kWh usage and subsequently their electric bills. 

In the near future, the Cooperative will also be updating its 
bill presentation. NVREC members will be receiving a more 
detailed bill to help understand electric consumption. The 
updated bills will be sent out in late spring to early summer. 
Watch for future News Lines articles containing more detailed 
information about reading the new bills.
For further information about AMI meters, participating in 
SmartHub, or other programs offered at your Cooperative to 
help you manage your electric usage, please visit our website at 
www.nvrec.com or call 712-755-2166. Our goal is to continue 
to offer reliable, dependable and affordable electric service and 
superior customer service to our member-owners.

Changes at NVREC offer improved communication with member-owners

Nishnabotna Valley 
Rural Electric Cooperative

1317 Chatburn avenue, PO Box 714
Harlan, Iowa 51537

Directors
President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Darrell Stamp
Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gene Kenkel
Secretary-Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bryan Greve
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Applegate
Director  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donna Olson
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom Pattee
Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Galen Grabill
Chief Executive Officer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carmen Hosack
Communications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Janell Leinen

Office Hours: Mon-Fri.,
7:30 am to 4:00 pm

Telephone: (712) 755-2166
or toll free (800) 234-5122

Fax (712) 755-2351
Web: www.nvrec.com

Outages after hours, holidays and
weekends: (800) 234-5122

Nishnabotna Valley Rural Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Method
    To make the salsa, combine 
the avocado, carrots, sweetcorn 
and spinach in a large bowl and 
season with pepper, then set 
aside.
    In a small bowl, combine the 
yogurt and horseradish. Warm 
the taco shells according to the 
pack instructions.
    Heat the oil in large non-stick frying pan over a high heat, then stir-
fry the beef for 2–3 min until browned.
    Fill the warmed taco shells with the beef and salsa, then drizzle over 
the horseradish dip and serve with any leftover salsa on the side.



Quick Tips to Avoid 
High Winter Bills10
Looking to lower your bills this winter? 
Use the 10 tips below to conserve energy. 

Seal air leaks and insulate well to prevent heat from 
escaping and cold air from entering your home. 

Reduce waste heat by installing a programmable 
thermostat. 

Turn o� lights when not in use. 

Lower your water heater temperature. The Dept. of Energy 
recommends using the warm setting (120 degrees) during 
fall and winter months.  

Unplug electronics like kitchen appliances and TVs when 
you’re away. 

Open blinds and curtains during the day to allow sunlight 
in to warm your home.

Close blinds and curtains at night to keep cold, drafty air out.

Use power strips for multiple appliances, and turn 
o� the main switch when you’re away from home. 

Wash clothes in cold water, and use cold-water detergent 
whenever possible.

Replace incandescent light bulbs with LEDs, which 
use at least 75 percent less energy. 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy
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10Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Director, Scott 
Pruitt, visits Iowa in December. Rural Power advocates 
present support the EPA’s decision to take the Clean Power 
Plan back to the drawing board. Article on page 5 of 
common sense replacement rule of CPP.

Need a Co-op website 
as diverse as you?
At Nishnabotna Valley REC, we 
understand that our members 
are as diverse as the power and 
services we provide. Our website 
is no different.
NVREC has recently added a 
Language Translation feature to 
ensure we are able to serve ALL 
of our members’ needs.
Find it at the top of our home page, 
accessible from any desktop or 
laptop computer, tablet
or smartphone!

www.nvrec.coop

Now, we’re 
talking your 

language!

Nishnabotna Valley REC
PO Box 714
Harlan, IA 51537

Address Service Requested

Nishnabotna Valley REC will 
provide safe and reliable electric 
service to its members in a valuable, 
sustainable, and environmentally 
responsible manner.
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