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We are thankful for you, our member-owners 

As we head into the holiday season, 
Nishnabotna Valley REC employees 
and directors want to share that we are 
grateful for you, our member-owners. 
Being part of an electric cooperative has 
benefi ts beyond that of just receiving 
electricity. Our mission is to provide 
safe and reliable electric services to our 
members in a valuable, sustainable, and 
environmentally responsible manner. 
The cooperative exists to help improve 
the quality of lives of our member-
owners. Here are just a few ways we 
continue to look out for you. 

Locally governed
Being part of a cooperative means 

that the business is governed by the 
members who use its products, supplies, 
or services, rather than by distant 
stockholders. This helps ensure that we 
are always focused on community needs 
and local priorities. 

Our member-elected board of directors 
makes informed decisions on long-term 
investments, rate structures, renewable 
energy programs, purchasing new 
equipment, infrastructure upgrades, and 
implementing new technology based on 
what is best for the membership and the 
success of the cooperative.

Serving on the board also means 
protecting the cooperative’s fi nancial 
health. This past year has been uniquely 
challenging as we’ve attempted to 

absorb record increases in the costs of 
goods and services. Nationally, infl ation 
remains high with the consumer 
price index jumping by 8.2 percent in 
September relative to a year earlier. 

At NVREC, these elevated costs are 
being seen in every aspect of our business. 
From poles, wire, and transformers, 
to our contracted tree trimming and 
vegetation management service, our 
costs have gone up dramatically with 
no clear end in sight. As a company, we 
will continue to evaluate ways to reduce 
expenses, while also continuing to 
make the critical investments needed to 
maintain and improve system reliability.  

Service territory
Nishnabotna Valley REC is a member-

owner of Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO), a transmission 
cooperative based in Le Mars, Iowa. 
NIPCO’s power portfolio includes 
long-term contracts with Western Area 
Power Administration (WAPA) and 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative, a 
generation and transmission cooperative 
headquartered in Bismarck, N.D. These 
relationships help ensure reliable and 
stable wholesale power costs that could 
otherwise fl uctuate wildly with market 
conditions. 

Since 1976, electric service territories 

have enabled utilities like Basin Electric 
and NIPCO to properly plan and construct 
electric generation facilities and 
associated transmission infrastructure. 
Service territories are essential in 
allowing electric cooperatives to 
properly project load growth and make 
the needed investments across their 
systems. Locally, Nishnabotna Valley 
REC uses the stability provided by our 
service territory to analyze historic and 
projected data to develop and implement 
a comprehensive construction work plan 
to maintain reliable electric service for 
our member-owners.

Capital credits
Members of Nishnabotna Valley REC 

share in the benefi ts of doing business 
with the cooperative. One benefi t 
comes in the form of capital credits, or 
patronage dividends. The capital credits 
members receive are revenues in excess 
of expenses required to operate NVREC. 
Investor-owned utilities work on behalf 
of their stockholders who receive 
divident payments, but in a cooperative, 
we work for you, our member-owners.

Patronage allocation notices are 
reported to members each year to 
indicate how much money was allocated 
to them for the previous calendar year. 
Each member's share is in proportion to 

Average Annual Price Increase 2016-2021

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
Consumer Price Index
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ELECTRICITY REMAINS 
A GOOD VALUE
The cost of powering your home rises slowly when compared to other 
common expenses. Looking at price increases over the last five years, it’s 
easy to see electricity remains a good value.
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Electricity
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TV
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Back (l-r): Directors Galen Grabill, Tom Pattee, 
Darrell Stamp, and Bryan Greve.
Front (l-r): Director Gene Kenkel, CEO Bill McKim, 
Directors Donna Olson and Dave Applegate.
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the net electric margins they generate. 
Patronage dividends are returned 

to member-owners on a 20-year roll. 
Therefore, if you were a member of the 
cooperative in 2001, you may have a bill 
credit on your December bill, which was 
your allocation from that fiscal year. For 
individuals who were members in 2001 
but no longer have an active account 
with NVREC, a check is mailed to them 
at their last known address. 

Concern for community
As part of the cooperative business 

model, one of our core principles is 
“concern for community.” NVREC 
employees are members of your 
community and care about the people 
in our neighborhoods. Our employees 
coach youth sports, serve on the Lions 
Club or other civic organizations, 
mentor students in our local schools, 
and so much more. Nishnabotna Valley 
REC even dedicates one day each year to 
help an organization by providing trucks 
and labor to complete a service project. 
Last year, we provided assistance to the 
Shelby County Fair Board on a cleanup 
project at the fairgrounds, and in 2020, 
NVREC spent a day at Prairie Rose 
State Park trimming trees, painting 
picnic areas, and rewiring shower and 
bath houses.

Here to serve you
Since our incorporation more than 

86 years ago, Nishnabotna Valley REC 
has served members in rural areas that 

were unable to receive electricity from 
investor-owned or municipal utilities. 
The cooperative now spans portions of 
six counties in southwest Iowa and has 
more than 1,400 miles of line. NVREC 
averages only 2.3 members per mile 
of line compared to Iowa’s for-profit 
utilities who average 27 members per 
mile of line.   

We are purposeful in partnering 
with local charitable causes through 
our Operation Round Up program and 
participating in community initiatives 
through our local chambers of 
commerce. 

Several of our members voluntarily 

participate in the load management 
program called Switch Makes Cents, 
which helps the Cooperative reduce load 
during peak usage periods and curtails 
our demand period.  

We take pride in working in partnership 
with our local schools to develop future 
leaders in our communities. NVREC 
regularly provides safety demonstrations 
for schools and youth groups and awards 
several deserving high school students 
with college scholarships each year. We 
also send one lucky high school student 
on the annual Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour, where they join students 
from around Iowa and the nation in 
Washington, D.C. for a week-long trip 
to learn about electric cooperatives and 
experience democracy in action. 

Nishnabotna Valley REC also believes 
in the cooperative principle of education. 
To that end, we regularly send members 
on a tour of our power provider Basin 
Electric, so they can learn first-hand 
about the importance of maintaining a 
diversified energy portfolio.

Ultimately, Nishnabotna Valley REC is 
successful because of you! You empower 
the co-op through your membership 
and through your participation in, 
and support of, these programs. When 
you attend co-op events, alert us to 
problems, provide suggestions online or 
to our employees, you help us improve 
operations and thereby better serve the 
larger co-op membership.

Thank you, members, and have a 
blessed holiday season.

FROM PAGE 1
THANKFUL
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WELCOME
TO THE NEW FACES 
OF YOUR ELECTRIC 

COOPERATIVE

GARRETT BUNDY
APPRENTICE 

LINEMAN
Garrett Bundy joined NVREC as an 

apprentice lineman this summer. 
Bundy is originally from Ord, Ne-

braska and attended Northeast Com-
munity College in Norfolk, Nebraska 
where he earned an associates degree 
in applied science in utility line. 

While not working, Bundy enjoys 
hunting, fi shing, and being with family. 

A personal goal of his is to live a suc-
cessful life. 

Jacob Cook joined NVREC as a 
journeyman lineman in the summer. 

Cook is from Council Bluff s, Iowa 
and went to Metropolitan Community 
College in Omaha, Nebraska.

His personal goal is to continue to 
work safely and effi  ciently, and to re-
main injury free. 

In his spare time, Cook likes spend-
ing time with friends and family, fi sh-
ing, camping, and travel. 

Sidney Pitt also joined NVREC in 
the summer as an apprentice line-
man.

Pitt hails from Logan, Iowa and also 
attended Metropolitan Community 
College in Omaha, Nebraska. 

His hobbies include fi shing, hunt-
ing, and riding motorcycles. 

For personal goals, Pitt wants to 
be more creative, and keep up on his 
health. 

JACOB COOK
JOURNEYMAN 

LINEMAN

SIDNEY PITT
APPRENTICE 

LINEMAN



Iowa-based electric cooperatives announce details for 2023 
Momentum is Building Conference for contractors and builders

Iowa-based builders and contractors are 
invited to learn about energy effi  ciency 
technologies at the 2023 Momentum is 
Building (MIB) Conference, scheduled 
for Feb. 16 and 17, 2023 at The Meadows 
Events Center in Altoona, IA. 

A major draw for electricians, 
plumbers and HVAC professionals is 
the opportunity to earn CEU credits at 
the conference. MIB attendees can also 
network with industry professionals, hear 
from recognized energy effi  ciency and 
building trades experts and gain insight 
on trending technologies. Registration is 
open at MomentumIsBuilding.com.

The annual Momentum is Building 
Conference also connects Iowa’s 
construction industry with the local 
services and resources available from 
Iowa-based electric cooperatives, who 
serve nearly 650,000 Iowans across 99 
counties. 

Nishnabotna Valley REC is again 

off ering scholarship support to help area 
contractors with some of the expenses 
associated with attending MIB. We invest 
in this conference to build relationships 
between cooperatives and the contractors 
who provide services to the members we 
mutually serve.

For almost 30 years, the Momentum 
is Building Conference has provided 
electric cooperatives and contractors an 
opportunity to come together to provide 
rural Iowans with safe, effi  cient, and cost-
eff ective home comfort solution.

Tolu Omotoso, director of energy 
solutions at the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) will 
kick off  the conference by covering the 
evolving relationship between utilities 
and their members and how to leverage 
member-owned smart devices in the home 
for grid services.

Other topics include sessions on 
promoting the value of home certifi cations 

and how to prepare contractors for large, 
new Federal home improvement subsidies 
to come online, as well as employee 
management best practices for small 
businesses. The conference will close with 
motivational speaker, author, and fi ve-time 
“National Coach of the Year,” Jim Miller 
who will share the value of “Going the 
Extra Mile.” Miller’s message to attendees 
will be, “If it’s Important to your success, 
‘Do It Anyway.’”

MIB 2022 will be held at The Meadows 
Events Center beginning at 8:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 16 running through Noon 
on Friday, Feb. 17, 2023. Registration is 
available online at MomentumIsBuilding.
com. Early bird registration is available 
until Jan. 18, 2023. 

For more information about the 
conference and to see if you qualify for 
fi nancial support to attend MIB, please 
contact Janell at our Nishnabotna Valley 
REC offi  ce at 712-755-2166.
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Momentum
buildingis

February 16-17 in Altoona at
The Meadows Event Center

MomentumIsBuilding.com

Iowa Builders and Contractors:

REGISTRATION
IS OPEN!
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Make sure safety 
is on your holiday 

menu this year

The following tips may help prevent electric shock in your home:
• Always read and follow an appliance’s operating instructions.
• Always dry your hands before handling cords or plugs.
• If an unplugged appliance cord gets wet or damp, do not plug it in until it is thoroughly dry.
• Do not handle electrical cords or appliances when standing in water.
• Pull on the plug, not the cord, to disconnect an appliance from an outlet.
• To avoid damaging cords, don’t run them across walkways or underneath rugs. 

Draping them over walkways is also a tripping hazard.
• Regularly inspect electrical cords and plugs for damaged insulation and exposed wiring; immediately discard any 

damaged item. Avoid using any cord or plug that is frayed, cracked, taped, or otherwise questionable.
• Only handle the insulated part of a plug or cord when disposing it.
• Do not overload extension cords, multi-pack “power strips” or surge protectors with too many appliances or other 

items or plug them into each other. Use them only as a temporary solution, and not a permanent one.
• Ensure extension cords, power strips, and surge protectors are in good condition and the 

appropriate gauge for the job (the lower the number, the bigger the gauge and the greater the 
amperage and wattage).
• Never remove the third (round or U-shaped) prong from a plug, which is a grounding/safety 
feature designed to reduce the risk of shock and electrocution.
• If you have doubts about your home’s electrical system, have a licensed electrician evaluate 
wiring, outlets, and switches to verify they are in working order.

• Educate yourself and everyone in your household on how to properly turn off  your home’s 
power in case of an emergency.

The following kitchen hazards may cause electric shock:
• Damaged or worn electrical cords
• Equipment and appliances with improper or faulty wiring
• Using damp cloths or water for cooking or cleaning near sources of electricity

The kitchen can be a busy place during the holiday season.
Whether you're a seasoned cook or a novice baker, it’s important to keep electrical safety in mind. 

In the United States alone, approximately 1,000 deaths occur each year 
as a result of electrical injuries, according to the National Institutes of Health.  

An additional non-fatal 30,000 shock incidents occur each year.



Board approves 
patronage retirement 
of $329,000 paid to the 
members in December

Member-owners of Nishnabotna Valley REC will receive their 
share of the $329,000 patronage this December, either on their bill or 
in the mail. The money comes from patronage dividends allocated for 
the year 2001 and a portion from the year 2021.

When you signed up to receive electric service from Nishnabotna 
Valley REC, you became a member-owner of an electric utility. While 
investor-owned utilities return a portion of any profi ts back to their 
shareholders, Nishnabotna Valley REC allocates and periodically retires 
patronage dividends based on how much a member spent with the co-op 
during a year. Electric co-ops operate on an at-cost basis, so our goal is to 
provide you with electricity at a price that is as close to cost as possible. 

These funds have helped us keep the lid on rates, reduce the amount 
of money we needed to borrow from outside lenders to build, maintain, 
and expand a reliable electric distribution system, and cover emergency 
expenses. If you were a member of NVREC in 2001 or in 2021, you 
should be a recipient of patronage dividends in December. If the amount 
due to the member is less than $25 it will be rolled over and combined 
with future dividends until it equals $25 or more (unless it is the fi nal 
payment to that member).

Members of Nishnabotna Valley REC have received over $6.9 million 
in patronage dividends since the Cooperative began in 1936. Please see 
our website for more information about patronage dividends.

RECare: members helping members
RECare is a program through your 

Cooperative which provides local com-
munity action agencies the funds to help 
low-income families pay for winter heat-
ing bills and weatherize their homes. This 
program allows you to help other less for-

tunate rural electric cooperative members.
Through RECare, you may make a one-

time contribution or a monthly pledge 
that will automatically be added to your 
monthly electric bill. Even $1 a month 
will help others.

To participate, please complete the form 
below. Complete the required informa-
tion, then return it with your  monthly bill-
ing statement to Nishnabotna Valley REC, 
PO Box 714, Harlan, IA 51537.

Thank you for your support!

CONSUMER AUTHORIZATION FORM

Yes, I want to be a part of members helping members and contribute to 
RECare.

� I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check is enclosed.

� I will contribute $____  per month to RECare. I understand that this 
amount will be automatically added to my monthly electric bill.

�  My gift is a matching fund gift. The matching fund is_____

NAME  ____________________________________________________
ACCOUNT NUMBER  ________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 
CITY ______________________ STATE _______  ZlP ______________

Please mail to:  RECare, Nishnabotna Valley Rural Electric Cooperative,
P.O. Box 714, Harlan, IA  51537; (712) 755-2166
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President ...............................................................Darrell Stamp
Vice President ....................................................... Gene Kenkel
Secretary-Treasurer ................................................Bryan Greve
Director .............................................................Dave Applegate
Director .................................................................Donna Olson
Director .................................................................... Tom Pattee

Director ............................................................... Galen Grabill
Chief Executive Officer .........................................Bill McKim
Director of Operations ......................................... Kert Barnum
Manager of Administrative Services ................... Kara Meiners
Communication Specialist................................... Janell Leinen

1317 Chatburn Avenue, PO Box 714 • Harlan, Iowa 51537
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 7:30am to 4:00pm
Telephone: (712) 755-2166 • Fax: (712) 755-2351
Website: NVREC.com • Follow us on Facebook!

Outages after hours, holidays, weekends: (800) 234-5122
Nishnabotna Valley Rural Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 
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Five ways to fight the winter chill and save energy

We all have our favorite season. Some people love crisp, cool 
weather and bundling up under a favorite blanket, while others 
prefer the warm temperatures summer brings and all fun outdoor 
activities that go with it. 

But there’s one thing we can all agree on: high winter bills are 
never fun. Nishnabotna Valley REC is here to help you find ways 
to manage your home energy use and keep winter bills in check. 

Here are five tips to help increase your home’s energy 
efficiency this winter:

1. Mind the thermostat. This is one of the easiest ways to 
manage your home energy use. We recommend setting your 
thermostat to 68 degrees (or lower) when you’re home. When 
you’re sleeping or away for an extended period of time, try 
setting it between 58 and 62 degrees; there’s no need to heat your 
home when you’re away or sleeping and less active. 

2. Button up your home. The Department of Energy estimates 
that air leaks account for 24-40 percent of the energy used for 
heating and cooling a home. Caulking and weather stripping 
around windows and doors is another simple, cost-effective way 
to increase comfort and save energy. If you can feel drafts while 
standing near a window or door, it likely needs to be sealed. 

3. Use window coverings wisely. Open blinds, drapes, or other 
window coverings during the day to allow natural sunlight in to 
warm your home. Close them at night to keep the cold, drafty 
air out. If you feel cold air around windows, consider hanging 

curtains or drapes in a thicker material; heavier window coverings 
can make a significant difference in blocking cold outdoor air. 

4. Consider your approach to appliance use. When combined, 
appliances and electronics account for a significant chunk of our 
home energy use, so assess how efficiently you’re using them. 
For example, if you’re running the dishwasher or clothes washer, 
only wash full loads. Look for electronic devices that consume 
energy even when they’re not in use, like phone chargers or game 
consoles. Every little bit helps, so unplug them to save energy.

5. Think outside the box. If you’re still feeling chilly at 
home, think of other ways to warm up––beyond dialing up the 
thermostat. Add layers of clothing, wear thick socks and bundle 
up under blankets. You can even add layers to your home! If you 
have hard-surface flooring, consider purchasing an area rug to 
block cold air that leaks in through the floor.

If you’re taking steps to save energy but continue to see major 
increases in your bills, give us a call at 712-755-2166 or take 
advantage of our free home energy audits on our website NVREC.
com. Nishnabotna Valley REC's Member Services Department 
can also help identify areas and other factors impacting your 
home energy use and recommend next steps for savings.

Winter months often bring some of the highest energy bills 
of the year. By being proactive about saving energy, you can 
increase the comfort of your home and reduce monthly bills. 
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Nishnabotna Valley REC will provide safe 
and reliable electric service to its members in 
a valuable, sustainable, and environmentally 
responsible manner.

Three linemen have 
joined NVREC in 2022

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

THE NVREC OFFICE WILL BE 
C L O S E D 

ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:
Veteran's Day: November 11

Thanksgiving: November 24 & 25
Christmas: December 23 & 26

New Years Day: January 2

Read their bios on page 3!

November & December 2022 & January 2023

From l-r: Garrett Bundy, Jacob Cook, and Sidney Pitt.


