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Member profile – Alexandria, Minn.

Nestled amongst the prairies and lakes of west-central Minnesota, 
the city of Alexandria was founded in 1858, the same year in 
which Minnesota became a state. The Kinkead brothers — 
William and Alexander, the town’s namesake — built a log cabin 
and hotel along the shores of Lake Agnes, which still sits in the 
heart of present-day Alexandria.
According to the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce’s website, 
a year after the Kinkead brothers arrived, a state road was cut 
through the area, bringing the stage coach and more settlers with 
it. And when President Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead 
Act in 1862, the floodgates really opened, as the promise of 
working and owning land brought an influx of European settlers 
and, later, Civil War veterans to the area. In just over a decade 
since it was first settled, almost all of the county’s tillable land 
was claimed. Eventually, the Soo Line railroad crossed the county, 
bringing even more settlers to the area. With the wealth of fish 
and game available, the railroad also brought many tourists to 
this area, which quickly became a popular vacation spot.
Times haven’t changed all that much, as the area’s lakes, golf 
courses, history, arts, and hunting and fishing opportunities still 
attract thousands of people each year. Alexandria is also home to 
America’s biggest Viking, a fiberglass sculpture that stands 28 feet 
tall. Gordon Shumaker created the sculpture for the New York 

World’s Fair, after which the statue made its way to Alexandria, 
where it now stands in a city park along the shores of Lake Agnes.
Interestingly, Big Ole holds a shield that reads, “ALEXANDRIA 
BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICA.” The saying is thanks to the 
legend of the Kensington Runestone, an inscribed rock that 
was reportedly discovered in 1898 by Olof Ohman, a Swedish 
farmer. As the story goes, Ohman and his son discovered the 
rock while clearing fields, and the runes carved into the stone are 
purportedly a record left behind by Scandinavian explorers from 
the late 1300s — more than a century before Columbus sailed the 
ocean blue in 1492. Whether or not the runestone is proof Viking 
explorers made it this far into North America or a hoax has been 
debated ever since.
Today, Alexandria Light and Power (ALP) provides electric, 
water and broadband services to people and businesses who 
call Alexandria home. ALP has been an MRES member since 
July 1968. Ted Cash, ALP’s general manager, is the official 
representative to MRES, and he also serves on the board of 
directors of both MRES and Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency. Christofer Olson, ALP’s finance manager, serves as 
the alternate representative to MRES.  

Alexandria Light and Power  currently provides power to almost 8,000 
residential customers and upwards of 1,875 commercial and industrial 

customers. 
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Through Missouri River’s Bright Energy Choices program, two 
member utilities plan to help their residential and commercial 
customers achieve their environmental goals and help create a 
cleaner energy future.
Starting Jan. 1, 2021, Moorhead Public Service (MPS) in 
Moorhead, Minn., will be offering 100% carbon-free power 
to its customers thanks to the BEC program. According to 
an MPS news release, the MPS board of commissioners voted 
unanimously during its Oct. 20 meeting to make the change to 
100% carbon-free energy for all its customers. 
Meanwhile, in early November the city council in the member 
community of Cavalier, N.D., chose the BEC program’s 100% 
renewable power option for customers of the municipal utility. 
This is the second year that Cavalier will provide its community 
with 100% renewable power. 
BEC is a “green energy” program that allows retail customers 
to purchase renewable energy certificates, or RECs, which are 
proof that electricity was generated by qualifying renewable, 
carbon-free facilities, such as wind and solar farms. As in 

Moorhead’s case, RECs can be used to offset the customer’s 
energy consumption that comes from fossil fuels, making their 
electric usage, in effect, 100% carbon-free. Likewise, RECs can 
also offset the customer’s energy consumption that comes from 
non-renewable resources, making their electric usage, in effect, 
100% renewable, like in Cavalier. 
RECs do come with a cost, and to cover the additional cost 
MRES will bill members a “green energy adder,” or premium, 
for the appropriate percentage of electricity used by a utility’s 
customers. In 2020, the green energy adder was $0.005 per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh), but during its October meeting the 
MRES board approved a reduced adder of $0.001 per kWh that 
will take effect Jan. 1, 2021, effectively making it much more 
affordable for MRES members and their customers to pursue 
100% carbon-free or renewable energy options.
For more information on the BEC program, contact Joni 
Livingston, MRES vice president of member services and 
communications, at joni.livingston@mrenergy.com or  
800-678-4042.

Virtual Area Meetings well attended, presentations now online

MRES members taking advantage of new BEC “green energy” rates

MRES recently held its annual Area Meetings via four separate 
webinars that were well attended by community leaders from 
32 members and MRES staff. The average attendance for each 
session was more than 85 individuals.  
The webinars were held across four days in late October and early 
November, with MRES staff covering separate topics during each 
of the days. Here are some highlights of this year’s meetings.
RCA UPDATES
An update on Missouri River’s power supply was provided by 
Ray Wahle, MRES senior vice president of power supply and 
operations. During his presentation, Wahle outlined the reserved 
capacity agreements, or RCAs, MRES currently has in place 
with 15 members. Essentially, these RCAs are purchase power 
agreements that total 152.8 megawatts (MW) of member-owned 
generation. The current RCAs will expire in 2029, and Wahle 
said the MRES board has discussed revisions to not only extend 
the RCAs until 2052, but to also update them to better reflect 
current markets and operating rules. The board authorized 
MRES staff to provide the draft RCA to participating members 
for their consideration and to invite other interested members to 
participate in the program. 
NO S-1 POWER SUPPLY RATE INCREASE THROUGH 2025
MRES is not projecting an increase to power supply rates for the 
next five years, according to the budget and rate presentation 
given by Merlin Sawyer, MRES senior vice president and CFO. 
Sawyer said there will be no change in the power supply demand 
or energy rates for 2021, except for reducing the premium for 
the green energy rate. He also said MRES is adding a fourth tier 
to the economic development rate discount, which is designed 
to assist member communities by providing a tool to help 

attract new retail customers or retain existing customers to the 
member’s service territory. 
Other topics covered by MRES staff experts during this 
year’s Area Meetings included transmission and distribution 
maintenance updates, time-of-use rate information, Western 
Area Power Administration updates, member technology 
roadmap, cybersecurity services, beneficial electrification 
updates, legislative and regulatory updates, Value of Public 
Power reminders, and an overview of the MRES COVID-19 
response plan.
To view the full slate of PowerPoint presentations and the 
corresponding webinar recordings, please visit the members-only 
section of mrenergy.com and click on the tab for “Area Meetings” 
in the left-hand navigation pane.

MRES currently has reserved capacity 
agreements, or RCAs, in place with 15 members, 

including the member community of Worthington, 
Minn., where these generators are located.
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During its October and 
November meetings, the 
Missouri River Energy 
Services (MRES) board 
of directors continued 
its review and discussion 
of a proposed wholesale 
time-of-use (TOU) rate 
structure. The board 
considered the estimated 
impact TOU rates would 
have on members, the 
current residential TOU 
pilot project in the member 
community of Melrose, 
Minn., and Missouri 
River’s communication and implementation plan.
MRES has long had a rate policy that guides its decisions 
related to the S-1 wholesale power rates that are charged to 
members. Currently, MRES wholesale rates are about 5% lower 
than the average of 20 other wholesale providers in the region.   
Because prices in regional energy markets vary based on the 
time of the day, the day of the week and the season, the board 
is taking a proactive approach as it plans for the future by 
setting up a TOU rate structure that encourages increased 
usage of lower-cost energy. In other words, it is Missouri 
River’s intent to help its members manage their future energy 
costs by providing wholesale TOU rates as an opportunity for 
members — and, in turn, their customers — to reduce energy 
costs by shifting usage to lower-cost periods.  
Shifting usage to lower-cost periods will help MRES achieve 
its goal of reducing costs to all members and continuing 
to provide competitive wholesale rates to the members. 
Providing competitive wholesale rates then allows MRES 
members to offer competitive rates to their retail customers. 

The board has taken several actions over the years to 
appropriately reflect the cost of service, promote efficiency 
and provide opportunities to reduce costs. For example, in 
2011 the board approved phasing in seasonal-demand rates 
to encourage peak-demand reductions. In 2016 the board 
reviewed several new rate-structure concepts in response 
to fluctuating market prices, and by 2018 MRES notified 
members of the plan to implement TOU energy rates in 2023. 
MRES wholesale TOU rates will not be billed on a real-time 
basis with changes from day to day or hour to hour. Instead, 
they will be based on time of day and season. During summer 
and winter, there will be on-peak pricing hours, mid-peak 
hours and off-peak hours. During the spring and fall seasons, 
there will only be mid-peak and off-peak hours. Wholesale 
TOU rates and time periods will be determined in advance 
during the MRES budget process, and members will be 
notified by Nov. 1 each year of new rates for the following year.
The on-peak to off-peak price differential is expected to be 
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approximately $0.02 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) at the wholesale 
level. That differential would be greater at the retail level 
when factoring in distribution and transmission costs, if the 
member chooses to bill retail TOU rates. This initial small 
differential in wholesale energy rates allows members to 
prepare to offer retail TOU rates at a time when the members’ 
financial impact is minimal and to position themselves for the 
future when the price differential is likely to be greater. MRES 
also anticipates that seasonal wholesale demand rates will be 
reduced to better align with the current cost of service. The 
actual rates for 2023 will not be finalized until approved by the 
board in October of 2022. 
Going forward, MRES members will have the option to 
implement TOU retail rates for some, all or none of their 
customers. MRES rate analysts can help members with 
the design of retail TOU rates to address specific member 
situations. As noted, some members may choose not to 
implement retail TOU rates at all. If a member chooses to 

implement TOU retail rates, the member would need to have 
several smart-grid technologies in place, such as advanced 
metering infrastructure, a meter data management system, 
and a billing system capable of billing TOU rates.
A detailed letter discussing TOU rates was sent to each 
member in October, and a presentation on TOU rates was 
provided during the Area Meeting webinar on Oct. 29. Going 
forward, MRES will provide information in the members-
only section of its website, mrenergy.com. Additionally, 
informational brochures, meetings with members to explain 
TOU and shadow billing are all slated for the first quarter of 
2021. Shadow billing will provide members with a comparison 
of their actual monthly billing to what it would have been if 
the new TOU energy rate were in effect. The shadow billing is 
for informational purposes only. 
For more information, contact Joni Livingston, MRES vice 
president of member services and communications, or any of 
the MRES rate analysts. 

MRES moving toward time-of-use wholesale rates (continued)

Election results from across MRES territory

Although there are still some possible recounts in districts, 
the final vote tallies are largely done in the four MRES 
member states. A full listing of the winners in MRES Senate 
and House districts can be found on the MRES website, 
mrenergy.com.

IOWA
With Iowa considered to be a battleground state, a lot of 
attention and money was focused on the U.S. Senate race. In 
a nail-biter, Republican incumbent Joni Ernst garnered a win 
over Democrat Theresa Greenfield. 
In the U.S. House races, incumbent Abby Finkenauer 
(D-Dubuque) lost her seat to Ashley Hinson (R-Marion). 
Meanwhile, Cindy Axne (D-West Des Moines) held her seat 
in District 3, and former state Sen. Randy Feenstra (R-Hull) 
won the seat in District 4. 
In District 2, as of this writing, Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
(R-Ottumwa) defeated Rita Hart (D-Wheatland) by 47 votes. 
Due to the closeness of the race, Hart has requested a district-
wide recount. 

State House and Senate races
All of the state House seats were up for election this year, 
along with Senate seats in even-numbered districts. In the 
Senate, preliminary numbers indicate that 18 seats will be 
controlled by Democrats in 2021, while Republicans maintain 
the majority with 32 seats. In the House, preliminary 
numbers show Republicans maintaining the majority by a 59 
to 41 margin.

MINNESOTA
The 2020 election process is poised to break many records in 
Minnesota. With millions of dollars spent, record numbers 
of voters have turned out. Over 1.8 million Minnesotans cast 
ballots before Election Day. 
Statewide Races
In the U.S. Senate race, Tina Smith (DFL-St. Paul) defeated 
Jason Lewis (R-Woodbury). Meanwhile, in the eight U.S. 
House races, three had been identified as battleground races 
prior to Election Day. 
First, in District 1, incumbent Jim Hagedorn (R-Blue Earth) 
retained his seat by carrying just over 48% of the vote. In 
District 2, incumbent Angie Craig (DFL-Eagan) came out on 
top in a very tight race against Tyler Kistner (R-Burnsville). 
In District 7, incumbent Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) 
lost to former Lt. Gov. Michelle Fischbach (R-Paynesville). 

Please note that the District 2 
congressional race may still be subject to 
litigation challenging the vote due to the 
pre-election death of Legal Marijuana 
Now candidate Adam Charles Weeks.  
State House and Senate Races
In Minnesota, all of the state House 
and Senate seats were up for election. 
Pending recounts, the GOP will 
maintain its majority in the Senate 
with 34 GOP members, and 33 DFL 
members. 
Pending recounts, the DFL party will 
again have the majority in the House, 
but did lose a few seats to the GOP. 
Prior to the election, DFL had a 75 
to 59 majority. Pending recounts, 
the DFL Party will have a 70-vote 
majority to 64 GOP members. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Statewide Races
It is not a surprise that Gov. 
Doug Burgum and Lt. Gov. Brent 
Sanford won another term leading 
the state. Likewise, U.S. Rep. 
incumbent Kelly Armstrong 
(R-Dickinson) outdid two 
opponents for North Dakota’s 
lone House seat. In the statewide 
race for the Public Service 
Commission, incumbent Brian 
Kroshus (R-Bismarck) won 
handily. 
State House and Senate Races
Only even-numbered House 
and Senate seats were up for 
election this year. The GOP 
continues to control both the 
state House and Senate after 
the election. It should be 
noted that there may be one 
possible recount in House 
District 18, and the election 
results in House District 8 
could still be disputed. 
Probably one of the biggest 
surprises is the defeat of 
state Sen. Larry Robinson 
(D-Valley City) in District 
24. Robinson has served 
that district in the state 
Senate since 1989.

Then, in House District 8, David Andahl, 
R-Baldwin, was elected, even though 
he passed away a few weeks prior to the 
election. On Oct. 13, the N.D. Secretary of 
State issued a statement saying Andahl’s 
name would be allowed on the ballot. 
Further, if Andahl was one of the top two 
vote-getters, the current process of allowing 
the local district party to appoint someone 
to fill a vacated seat was appropriate. 
Democrats maintain, however, that because 
Andahl was not an eligible candidate on 
Election Day, the next top vote-getter, 
Democrat Kathrin Volochenko, should win 
the empty seat. 
Ballot Measures
Both ballot measures failed. Constitutional 
Measure 1 would have revised the 
state board of higher education, and 
Constitutional Measure 2 would have 
created a legislative approval process for 
statewide constitutional ballot measures. 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Incumbents U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds 
(R-Pierre) and U.S. Rep. Dusty Johnson 
(R-Mitchell) won their races and will be 
returning to Washington, D.C. 
In the statewide race for Public Utilities 
Commissioner, Gary Hanson, who has 
served on the commission since 2002, was 
re-elected. 
State House and Senate Races
Pending possible recounts, the GOP will 
lead the Senate with 32 members to three 
Democrats. In the House, it will be 62 GOP 
members to eight Democrats.
Ballot Measures
All three of the statewide ballot measures 
passed. Initiated Measure 26 seeks 
to legalize medical marijuana, while 
Constitutional Amendment A seeks to 
legalize recreational marijuana as part 
of the state constitution and directs the 
legislature to pass hemp and medical 
marijuana legalization laws. Constitutional 
Amendment B will allow sports betting in 
Deadwood.

FULL RESULTS
For a listing of all the newly elected winners 
from each state, please visit mrenergy.com.

Adrian (Minn.) Public Utilities (APU) has contracted with 
MRES to provide supplemental distribution maintenance 
(DM) services for the time being. 
Launched over two decades ago, Missouri River’s DM 
program provides member utilities an option to contract 
with MRES crews to maintain their electric distribution 
system and other related services. MRES employs a reliable 
and professional group of technicians who perform the daily 
maintenance necessary to enhance reliability and power 
quality for a distribution system. 
“APU recently had some turnover with their line crew, so they 
contacted MRES in mid-September to provide on-call and 
project-based assistance,” said Terry Wolf, MRES director of 
transmission and distribution services. “The MRES line crew 
in Luverne, Minn., has been providing services to Adrian 

on an as-needed basis and will continue to do so until APU 
decides to restaff or contract with Missouri River for full DM 
services.”
Currently, MRES provides four full-time employees to 
provide DM services to Luverne, including three electrical 
lineworkers and one master electrician. Should APU decide 
to contract for full DM services, Wolf said MRES may need to 
hire additional crew members.
Currently, Missouri River provides full DM services for seven 
member communities, and, with the addition of Adrian, 
now provides supplemental DM services to eight member 
communities on an as-needed, as-available basis.
For more information on Missouri River’s DM services, go to 
mrenergy.com/services/distribution-maintenance.

 

Don Johnston

Harold Schiebout

It’s been a year of transition on the MRES board, and that trend 
will continue when 2020 comes to a close as Chair Harold 
Schiebout and First Vice Chair Don Johnston both recently 
announced their plans to retire.
Schiebout, from Sioux 
Center, Iowa, first joined 
the MRES board in 
1976 and has served as 
chairman for the last 34 
years.
“I’m honored to have 
served alongside the 
quality people that make 
up the MRES board and 
staff,” Schiebout said 
during the Oct. 8 MRES 
board meeting. “Truly, 
MRES owns a culture that 
is one of the best of any 
organization with which 
I am familiar. Members 
of the board and staff are 
professional, intelligent, 
thoughtful, respectful of 
one another and guided 
by a sincere interest in providing the best possible service to our 
member communities.”
Schiebout plans to retire as chair of the board at the end of 2020, 
but will stay on in an advisory role to help with the transition 
facing the MRES board.
“Harold’s leadership as MRES board chair has played a huge role 

in the success of MRES 
over the past many years,” 
said Tom Heller, MRES 
president and CEO. “His 
ability to get input from all 
board members during the 
debate of important issues 
has led to board decisions 
that encompass broad 
perspectives.”
Johnston, of Flandreau, 
S.D., has been a board 
member since 1977, 
serving as the first vice 
chair for the last 25 years. 
Johnston’s retirement will 
also become effective Jan. 
1, 2021.
“It’s been my privilege 
to serve on the MRES board, and I consider myself fortunate 
to have been part of such a strong organization that has 
long helped its members provide essential services to their 
customers,” Johnston said. “I leave knowing the future of 
Missouri River is in good, capable hands.”
“Don’s input at MRES Board meetings has been invaluable,” 
Heller said. “Don has always brought the smaller MRES member 
perspective on issues to the discussion.”
MRES would not be where it is today without the leadership and 
guidance of both Schiebout and Johnston, and on behalf of all 
MRES members and staff, we’d like to thank each retiring board 
member for decades of loyal, dedicated service. 

Longtime MRES board members announce retirement

MRES providing supplemental DM services to Adrian, Minn.

Election results (continued)
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approximately $0.02 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) at the wholesale 
level. That differential would be greater at the retail level 
when factoring in distribution and transmission costs, if the 
member chooses to bill retail TOU rates. This initial small 
differential in wholesale energy rates allows members to 
prepare to offer retail TOU rates at a time when the members’ 
financial impact is minimal and to position themselves for the 
future when the price differential is likely to be greater. MRES 
also anticipates that seasonal wholesale demand rates will be 
reduced to better align with the current cost of service. The 
actual rates for 2023 will not be finalized until approved by the 
board in October of 2022. 
Going forward, MRES members will have the option to 
implement TOU retail rates for some, all or none of their 
customers. MRES rate analysts can help members with 
the design of retail TOU rates to address specific member 
situations. As noted, some members may choose not to 
implement retail TOU rates at all. If a member chooses to 

implement TOU retail rates, the member would need to have 
several smart-grid technologies in place, such as advanced 
metering infrastructure, a meter data management system, 
and a billing system capable of billing TOU rates.
A detailed letter discussing TOU rates was sent to each 
member in October, and a presentation on TOU rates was 
provided during the Area Meeting webinar on Oct. 29. Going 
forward, MRES will provide information in the members-
only section of its website, mrenergy.com. Additionally, 
informational brochures, meetings with members to explain 
TOU and shadow billing are all slated for the first quarter of 
2021. Shadow billing will provide members with a comparison 
of their actual monthly billing to what it would have been if 
the new TOU energy rate were in effect. The shadow billing is 
for informational purposes only. 
For more information, contact Joni Livingston, MRES vice 
president of member services and communications, or any of 
the MRES rate analysts. 

MRES moving toward time-of-use wholesale rates (continued)

Election results from across MRES territory

Although there are still some possible recounts in districts, 
the final vote tallies are largely done in the four MRES 
member states. A full listing of the winners in MRES Senate 
and House districts can be found on the MRES website, 
mrenergy.com.

IOWA
With Iowa considered to be a battleground state, a lot of 
attention and money was focused on the U.S. Senate race. In 
a nail-biter, Republican incumbent Joni Ernst garnered a win 
over Democrat Theresa Greenfield. 
In the U.S. House races, incumbent Abby Finkenauer 
(D-Dubuque) lost her seat to Ashley Hinson (R-Marion). 
Meanwhile, Cindy Axne (D-West Des Moines) held her seat 
in District 3, and former state Sen. Randy Feenstra (R-Hull) 
won the seat in District 4. 
In District 2, as of this writing, Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
(R-Ottumwa) defeated Rita Hart (D-Wheatland) by 47 votes. 
Due to the closeness of the race, Hart has requested a district-
wide recount. 

State House and Senate races
All of the state House seats were up for election this year, 
along with Senate seats in even-numbered districts. In the 
Senate, preliminary numbers indicate that 18 seats will be 
controlled by Democrats in 2021, while Republicans maintain 
the majority with 32 seats. In the House, preliminary 
numbers show Republicans maintaining the majority by a 59 
to 41 margin.

MINNESOTA
The 2020 election process is poised to break many records in 
Minnesota. With millions of dollars spent, record numbers 
of voters have turned out. Over 1.8 million Minnesotans cast 
ballots before Election Day. 
Statewide Races
In the U.S. Senate race, Tina Smith (DFL-St. Paul) defeated 
Jason Lewis (R-Woodbury). Meanwhile, in the eight U.S. 
House races, three had been identified as battleground races 
prior to Election Day. 
First, in District 1, incumbent Jim Hagedorn (R-Blue Earth) 
retained his seat by carrying just over 48% of the vote. In 
District 2, incumbent Angie Craig (DFL-Eagan) came out on 
top in a very tight race against Tyler Kistner (R-Burnsville). 
In District 7, incumbent Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) 
lost to former Lt. Gov. Michelle Fischbach (R-Paynesville). 

Please note that the District 2 
congressional race may still be subject to 
litigation challenging the vote due to the 
pre-election death of Legal Marijuana 
Now candidate Adam Charles Weeks.  
State House and Senate Races
In Minnesota, all of the state House 
and Senate seats were up for election. 
Pending recounts, the GOP will 
maintain its majority in the Senate 
with 34 GOP members, and 33 DFL 
members. 
Pending recounts, the DFL party will 
again have the majority in the House, 
but did lose a few seats to the GOP. 
Prior to the election, DFL had a 75 
to 59 majority. Pending recounts, 
the DFL Party will have a 70-vote 
majority to 64 GOP members. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Statewide Races
It is not a surprise that Gov. 
Doug Burgum and Lt. Gov. Brent 
Sanford won another term leading 
the state. Likewise, U.S. Rep. 
incumbent Kelly Armstrong 
(R-Dickinson) outdid two 
opponents for North Dakota’s 
lone House seat. In the statewide 
race for the Public Service 
Commission, incumbent Brian 
Kroshus (R-Bismarck) won 
handily. 
State House and Senate Races
Only even-numbered House 
and Senate seats were up for 
election this year. The GOP 
continues to control both the 
state House and Senate after 
the election. It should be 
noted that there may be one 
possible recount in House 
District 18, and the election 
results in House District 8 
could still be disputed. 
Probably one of the biggest 
surprises is the defeat of 
state Sen. Larry Robinson 
(D-Valley City) in District 
24. Robinson has served
that district in the state
Senate since 1989.

Then, in House District 8, David Andahl, 
R-Baldwin, was elected, even though 
he passed away a few weeks prior to the 
election. On Oct. 13, the N.D. Secretary of 
State issued a statement saying Andahl’s 
name would be allowed on the ballot. 
Further, if Andahl was one of the top two 
vote-getters, the current process of allowing 
the local district party to appoint someone 
to fill a vacated seat was appropriate. 
Democrats maintain, however, that because 
Andahl was not an eligible candidate on 
Election Day, the next top vote-getter, 
Democrat Kathrin Volochenko, should win 
the empty seat. 
Ballot Measures
Both ballot measures failed. Constitutional 
Measure 1 would have revised the 
state board of higher education, and 
Constitutional Measure 2 would have 
created a legislative approval process for 
statewide constitutional ballot measures. 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Incumbents U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds 
(R-Pierre) and U.S. Rep. Dusty Johnson 
(R-Mitchell) won their races and will be 
returning to Washington, D.C. 
In the statewide race for Public Utilities 
Commissioner, Gary Hanson, who has 
served on the commission since 2002, was 
re-elected. 
State House and Senate Races
Pending possible recounts, the GOP will 
lead the Senate with 32 members to three 
Democrats. In the House, it will be 62 GOP 
members to eight Democrats.
Ballot Measures
All three of the statewide ballot measures 
passed. Initiated Measure 26 seeks 
to legalize medical marijuana, while 
Constitutional Amendment A seeks to 
legalize recreational marijuana as part 
of the state constitution and directs the 
legislature to pass hemp and medical 
marijuana legalization laws. Constitutional 
Amendment B will allow sports betting in 
Deadwood.

FULL RESULTS
For a listing of all the newly elected winners 
from each state, please visit mrenergy.com.

Adrian (Minn.) Public Utilities (APU) has contracted with 
MRES to provide supplemental distribution maintenance 
(DM) services for the time being. 
Launched over two decades ago, Missouri River’s DM 
program provides member utilities an option to contract 
with MRES crews to maintain their electric distribution 
system and other related services. MRES employs a reliable 
and professional group of technicians who perform the daily 
maintenance necessary to enhance reliability and power 
quality for a distribution system. 
“APU recently had some turnover with their line crew, so they 
contacted MRES in mid-September to provide on-call and 
project-based assistance,” said Terry Wolf, MRES director of 
transmission and distribution services. “The MRES line crew 
in Luverne, Minn., has been providing services to Adrian 

on an as-needed basis and will continue to do so until APU 
decides to restaff or contract with Missouri River for full DM 
services.”
Currently, MRES provides four full-time employees to 
provide DM services to Luverne, including three electrical 
lineworkers and one master electrician. Should APU decide 
to contract for full DM services, Wolf said MRES may need to 
hire additional crew members.
Currently, Missouri River provides full DM services for seven 
member communities, and, with the addition of Adrian, 
now provides supplemental DM services to eight member 
communities on an as-needed, as-available basis.
For more information on Missouri River’s DM services, go to 
mrenergy.com/services/distribution-maintenance.

 

Don Johnston

Harold Schiebout

It’s been a year of transition on the MRES board, and that trend 
will continue when 2020 comes to a close as Chair Harold 
Schiebout and First Vice Chair Don Johnston both recently 
announced their plans to retire.
Schiebout, from Sioux 
Center, Iowa, first joined 
the MRES board in 
1976 and has served as 
chairman for the last 34 
years.
“I’m honored to have 
served alongside the 
quality people that make 
up the MRES board and 
staff,” Schiebout said 
during the Oct. 8 MRES 
board meeting. “Truly, 
MRES owns a culture that 
is one of the best of any 
organization with which 
I am familiar. Members 
of the board and staff are 
professional, intelligent, 
thoughtful, respectful of 
one another and guided 
by a sincere interest in providing the best possible service to our 
member communities.”
Schiebout plans to retire as chair of the board at the end of 2020, 
but will stay on in an advisory role to help with the transition 
facing the MRES board.
“Harold’s leadership as MRES board chair has played a huge role 

in the success of MRES 
over the past many years,” 
said Tom Heller, MRES 
president and CEO. “His 
ability to get input from all 
board members during the 
debate of important issues 
has led to board decisions 
that encompass broad 
perspectives.”
Johnston, of Flandreau, 
S.D., has been a board
member since 1977,
serving as the first vice
chair for the last 25 years.
Johnston’s retirement will
also become effective Jan.
1, 2021.
“It’s been my privilege 
to serve on the MRES board, and I consider myself fortunate 
to have been part of such a strong organization that has 
long helped its members provide essential services to their 
customers,” Johnston said. “I leave knowing the future of 
Missouri River is in good, capable hands.”
“Don’s input at MRES Board meetings has been invaluable,” 
Heller said. “Don has always brought the smaller MRES member 
perspective on issues to the discussion.”
MRES would not be where it is today without the leadership and 
guidance of both Schiebout and Johnston, and on behalf of all 
MRES members and staff, we’d like to thank each retiring board 
member for decades of loyal, dedicated service. 

Longtime MRES board members announce retirement
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approximately $0.02 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) at the wholesale 
level. That differential would be greater at the retail level 
when factoring in distribution and transmission costs, if the 
member chooses to bill retail TOU rates. This initial small 
differential in wholesale energy rates allows members to 
prepare to offer retail TOU rates at a time when the members’ 
financial impact is minimal and to position themselves for the 
future when the price differential is likely to be greater. MRES 
also anticipates that seasonal wholesale demand rates will be 
reduced to better align with the current cost of service. The 
actual rates for 2023 will not be finalized until approved by the 
board in October of 2022. 
Going forward, MRES members will have the option to 
implement TOU retail rates for some, all or none of their 
customers. MRES rate analysts can help members with 
the design of retail TOU rates to address specific member 
situations. As noted, some members may choose not to 
implement retail TOU rates at all. If a member chooses to 

implement TOU retail rates, the member would need to have 
several smart-grid technologies in place, such as advanced 
metering infrastructure, a meter data management system, 
and a billing system capable of billing TOU rates.
A detailed letter discussing TOU rates was sent to each 
member in October, and a presentation on TOU rates was 
provided during the Area Meeting webinar on Oct. 29. Going 
forward, MRES will provide information in the members-
only section of its website, mrenergy.com. Additionally, 
informational brochures, meetings with members to explain 
TOU and shadow billing are all slated for the first quarter of 
2021. Shadow billing will provide members with a comparison 
of their actual monthly billing to what it would have been if 
the new TOU energy rate were in effect. The shadow billing is 
for informational purposes only. 
For more information, contact Joni Livingston, MRES vice 
president of member services and communications, or any of 
the MRES rate analysts. 

MRES moving toward time-of-use wholesale rates (continued)

Election results from across MRES territory

Although there are still some possible recounts in districts, 
the final vote tallies are largely done in the four MRES 
member states. A full listing of the winners in MRES Senate 
and House districts can be found on the MRES website, 
mrenergy.com.

IOWA
With Iowa considered to be a battleground state, a lot of 
attention and money was focused on the U.S. Senate race. In 
a nail-biter, Republican incumbent Joni Ernst garnered a win 
over Democrat Theresa Greenfield. 
In the U.S. House races, incumbent Abby Finkenauer 
(D-Dubuque) lost her seat to Ashley Hinson (R-Marion). 
Meanwhile, Cindy Axne (D-West Des Moines) held her seat 
in District 3, and former state Sen. Randy Feenstra (R-Hull) 
won the seat in District 4. 
In District 2, as of this writing, Mariannette Miller-Meeks 
(R-Ottumwa) defeated Rita Hart (D-Wheatland) by 47 votes. 
Due to the closeness of the race, Hart has requested a district-
wide recount. 

State House and Senate races
All of the state House seats were up for election this year, 
along with Senate seats in even-numbered districts. In the 
Senate, preliminary numbers indicate that 18 seats will be 
controlled by Democrats in 2021, while Republicans maintain 
the majority with 32 seats. In the House, preliminary 
numbers show Republicans maintaining the majority by a 59 
to 41 margin.

MINNESOTA
The 2020 election process is poised to break many records in 
Minnesota. With millions of dollars spent, record numbers 
of voters have turned out. Over 1.8 million Minnesotans cast 
ballots before Election Day. 
Statewide Races
In the U.S. Senate race, Tina Smith (DFL-St. Paul) defeated 
Jason Lewis (R-Woodbury). Meanwhile, in the eight U.S. 
House races, three had been identified as battleground races 
prior to Election Day. 
First, in District 1, incumbent Jim Hagedorn (R-Blue Earth) 
retained his seat by carrying just over 48% of the vote. In 
District 2, incumbent Angie Craig (DFL-Eagan) came out on 
top in a very tight race against Tyler Kistner (R-Burnsville). 
In District 7, incumbent Collin Peterson (DFL-Detroit Lakes) 
lost to former Lt. Gov. Michelle Fischbach (R-Paynesville). 

Please note that the District 2 
congressional race may still be subject to 
litigation challenging the vote due to the 
pre-election death of Legal Marijuana 
Now candidate Adam Charles Weeks.  
State House and Senate Races
In Minnesota, all of the state House 
and Senate seats were up for election. 
Pending recounts, the GOP will 
maintain its majority in the Senate 
with 34 GOP members, and 33 DFL 
members. 
Pending recounts, the DFL party will 
again have the majority in the House, 
but did lose a few seats to the GOP. 
Prior to the election, DFL had a 75 
to 59 majority. Pending recounts, 
the DFL Party will have a 70-vote 
majority to 64 GOP members. 

NORTH DAKOTA
Statewide Races
It is not a surprise that Gov. 
Doug Burgum and Lt. Gov. Brent 
Sanford won another term leading 
the state. Likewise, U.S. Rep. 
incumbent Kelly Armstrong 
(R-Dickinson) outdid two 
opponents for North Dakota’s 
lone House seat. In the statewide 
race for the Public Service 
Commission, incumbent Brian 
Kroshus (R-Bismarck) won 
handily. 
State House and Senate Races
Only even-numbered House 
and Senate seats were up for 
election this year. The GOP 
continues to control both the 
state House and Senate after 
the election. It should be 
noted that there may be one 
possible recount in House 
District 18, and the election 
results in House District 8 
could still be disputed. 
Probably one of the biggest 
surprises is the defeat of 
state Sen. Larry Robinson 
(D-Valley City) in District 
24. Robinson has served
that district in the state
Senate since 1989.

Then, in House District 8, David Andahl, 
R-Baldwin, was elected, even though 
he passed away a few weeks prior to the 
election. On Oct. 13, the N.D. Secretary of 
State issued a statement saying Andahl’s 
name would be allowed on the ballot. 
Further, if Andahl was one of the top two 
vote-getters, the current process of allowing 
the local district party to appoint someone 
to fill a vacated seat was appropriate. 
Democrats maintain, however, that because 
Andahl was not an eligible candidate on 
Election Day, the next top vote-getter, 
Democrat Kathrin Volochenko, should win 
the empty seat. 
Ballot Measures
Both ballot measures failed. Constitutional 
Measure 1 would have revised the 
state board of higher education, and 
Constitutional Measure 2 would have 
created a legislative approval process for 
statewide constitutional ballot measures. 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Incumbents U.S. Sen. Mike Rounds 
(R-Pierre) and U.S. Rep. Dusty Johnson 
(R-Mitchell) won their races and will be 
returning to Washington, D.C. 
In the statewide race for Public Utilities 
Commissioner, Gary Hanson, who has 
served on the commission since 2002, was 
re-elected. 
State House and Senate Races
Pending possible recounts, the GOP will 
lead the Senate with 32 members to three 
Democrats. In the House, it will be 62 GOP 
members to eight Democrats.
Ballot Measures
All three of the statewide ballot measures 
passed. Initiated Measure 26 seeks 
to legalize medical marijuana, while 
Constitutional Amendment A seeks to 
legalize recreational marijuana as part 
of the state constitution and directs the 
legislature to pass hemp and medical 
marijuana legalization laws. Constitutional 
Amendment B will allow sports betting in 
Deadwood.

FULL RESULTS
For a listing of all the newly elected winners 
from each state, please visit mrenergy.com.

Adrian (Minn.) Public Utilities (APU) has contracted with 
MRES to provide supplemental distribution maintenance 
(DM) services for the time being. 
Launched over two decades ago, Missouri River’s DM 
program provides member utilities an option to contract 
with MRES crews to maintain their electric distribution 
system and other related services. MRES employs a reliable 
and professional group of technicians who perform the daily 
maintenance necessary to enhance reliability and power 
quality for a distribution system. 
“APU recently had some turnover with their line crew, so they 
contacted MRES in mid-September to provide on-call and 
project-based assistance,” said Terry Wolf, MRES director of 
transmission and distribution services. “The MRES line crew 
in Luverne, Minn., has been providing services to Adrian 

on an as-needed basis and will continue to do so until APU 
decides to restaff or contract with Missouri River for full DM 
services.”
Currently, MRES provides four full-time employees to 
provide DM services to Luverne, including three electrical 
lineworkers and one master electrician. Should APU decide 
to contract for full DM services, Wolf said MRES may need to 
hire additional crew members.
Currently, Missouri River provides full DM services for seven 
member communities, and, with the addition of Adrian, 
now provides supplemental DM services to eight member 
communities on an as-needed, as-available basis.
For more information on Missouri River’s DM services, go to 
mrenergy.com/services/distribution-maintenance.

 

Don Johnston

Harold Schiebout

It’s been a year of transition on the MRES board, and that trend 
will continue when 2020 comes to a close as Chair Harold 
Schiebout and First Vice Chair Don Johnston both recently 
announced their plans to retire.
Schiebout, from Sioux 
Center, Iowa, first joined 
the MRES board in 
1976 and has served as 
chairman for the last 34 
years.
“I’m honored to have 
served alongside the 
quality people that make 
up the MRES board and 
staff,” Schiebout said 
during the Oct. 8 MRES 
board meeting. “Truly, 
MRES owns a culture that 
is one of the best of any 
organization with which 
I am familiar. Members 
of the board and staff are 
professional, intelligent, 
thoughtful, respectful of 
one another and guided 
by a sincere interest in providing the best possible service to our 
member communities.”
Schiebout plans to retire as chair of the board at the end of 2020, 
but will stay on in an advisory role to help with the transition 
facing the MRES board.
“Harold’s leadership as MRES board chair has played a huge role 

in the success of MRES 
over the past many years,” 
said Tom Heller, MRES 
president and CEO. “His 
ability to get input from all 
board members during the 
debate of important issues 
has led to board decisions 
that encompass broad 
perspectives.”
Johnston, of Flandreau, 
S.D., has been a board
member since 1977,
serving as the first vice
chair for the last 25 years.
Johnston’s retirement will
also become effective Jan.
1, 2021.
“It’s been my privilege 
to serve on the MRES board, and I consider myself fortunate 
to have been part of such a strong organization that has 
long helped its members provide essential services to their 
customers,” Johnston said. “I leave knowing the future of 
Missouri River is in good, capable hands.”
“Don’s input at MRES Board meetings has been invaluable,” 
Heller said. “Don has always brought the smaller MRES member 
perspective on issues to the discussion.”
MRES would not be where it is today without the leadership and 
guidance of both Schiebout and Johnston, and on behalf of all 
MRES members and staff, we’d like to thank each retiring board 
member for decades of loyal, dedicated service. 
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Member profile – Alexandria, Minn.

Nestled amongst the prairies and lakes of west-central Minnesota, 
the city of Alexandria was founded in 1858, the same year in 
which Minnesota became a state. The Kinkead brothers — 
William and Alexander, the town’s namesake — built a log cabin 
and hotel along the shores of Lake Agnes, which still sits in the 
heart of present-day Alexandria.
According to the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce’s website, 
a year after the Kinkead brothers arrived, a state road was cut 
through the area, bringing the stage coach and more settlers with 
it. And when President Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead 
Act in 1862, the floodgates really opened, as the promise of 
working and owning land brought an influx of European settlers 
and, later, Civil War veterans to the area. In just over a decade 
since it was first settled, almost all of the county’s tillable land 
was claimed. Eventually, the Soo Line railroad crossed the county, 
bringing even more settlers to the area. With the wealth of fish 
and game available, the railroad also brought many tourists to 
this area, which quickly became a popular vacation spot.
Times haven’t changed all that much, as the area’s lakes, golf 
courses, history, arts, and hunting and fishing opportunities still 
attract thousands of people each year. Alexandria is also home to 
America’s biggest Viking, a fiberglass sculpture that stands 28 feet 
tall. Gordon Shumaker created the sculpture for the New York 

World’s Fair, after which the statue made its way to Alexandria, 
where it now stands in a city park along the shores of Lake Agnes.
Interestingly, Big Ole holds a shield that reads, “ALEXANDRIA 
BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICA.” The saying is thanks to the 
legend of the Kensington Runestone, an inscribed rock that 
was reportedly discovered in 1898 by Olof Ohman, a Swedish 
farmer. As the story goes, Ohman and his son discovered the 
rock while clearing fields, and the runes carved into the stone are 
purportedly a record left behind by Scandinavian explorers from 
the late 1300s — more than a century before Columbus sailed the 
ocean blue in 1492. Whether or not the runestone is proof Viking 
explorers made it this far into North America or a hoax has been 
debated ever since.
Today, Alexandria Light and Power (ALP) provides electric, 
water and broadband services to people and businesses who 
call Alexandria home. ALP has been an MRES member since 
July 1968. Ted Cash, ALP’s general manager, is the official 
representative to MRES, and he also serves on the board of 
directors of both MRES and Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency. Christofer Olson, ALP’s finance manager, serves as 
the alternate representative to MRES.  

Alexandria Light and Power  currently provides power to almost 8,000 
residential customers and upwards of 1,875 commercial and industrial 

customers. 
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Through Missouri River’s Bright Energy Choices program, two 
member utilities plan to help their residential and commercial 
customers achieve their environmental goals and help create a 
cleaner energy future.
Starting Jan. 1, 2021, Moorhead Public Service (MPS) in 
Moorhead, Minn., will be offering 100% carbon-free power 
to its customers thanks to the BEC program. According to 
an MPS news release, the MPS board of commissioners voted 
unanimously during its Oct. 20 meeting to make the change to 
100% carbon-free energy for all its customers. 
Meanwhile, in early November the city council in the member 
community of Cavalier, N.D., chose the BEC program’s 100% 
renewable power option for customers of the municipal utility. 
This is the second year that Cavalier will provide its community 
with 100% renewable power. 
BEC is a “green energy” program that allows retail customers 
to purchase renewable energy certificates, or RECs, which are 
proof that electricity was generated by qualifying renewable, 
carbon-free facilities, such as wind and solar farms. As in 

Moorhead’s case, RECs can be used to offset the customer’s 
energy consumption that comes from fossil fuels, making their 
electric usage, in effect, 100% carbon-free. Likewise, RECs can 
also offset the customer’s energy consumption that comes from 
non-renewable resources, making their electric usage, in effect, 
100% renewable, like in Cavalier. 
RECs do come with a cost, and to cover the additional cost 
MRES will bill members a “green energy adder,” or premium, 
for the appropriate percentage of electricity used by a utility’s 
customers. In 2020, the green energy adder was $0.005 per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh), but during its October meeting the 
MRES board approved a reduced adder of $0.001 per kWh that 
will take effect Jan. 1, 2021, effectively making it much more 
affordable for MRES members and their customers to pursue 
100% carbon-free or renewable energy options.
For more information on the BEC program, contact Joni 
Livingston, MRES vice president of member services and 
communications, at joni.livingston@mrenergy.com or  
800-678-4042.

Virtual Area Meetings well attended, presentations now online

MRES members taking advantage of new BEC “green energy” rates

MRES recently held its annual Area Meetings via four separate 
webinars that were well attended by community leaders from 
32 members and MRES staff. The average attendance for each 
session was more than 85 individuals.  
The webinars were held across four days in late October and early 
November, with MRES staff covering separate topics during each 
of the days. Here are some highlights of this year’s meetings.
RCA UPDATES
An update on Missouri River’s power supply was provided by 
Ray Wahle, MRES senior vice president of power supply and 
operations. During his presentation, Wahle outlined the reserved 
capacity agreements, or RCAs, MRES currently has in place 
with 15 members. Essentially, these RCAs are purchase power 
agreements that total 152.8 megawatts (MW) of member-owned 
generation. The current RCAs will expire in 2029, and Wahle 
said the MRES board has discussed revisions to not only extend 
the RCAs until 2052, but to also update them to better reflect 
current markets and operating rules. The board authorized 
MRES staff to provide the draft RCA to participating members 
for their consideration and to invite other interested members to 
participate in the program. 
NO S-1 POWER SUPPLY RATE INCREASE THROUGH 2025
MRES is not projecting an increase to power supply rates for the 
next five years, according to the budget and rate presentation 
given by Merlin Sawyer, MRES senior vice president and CFO. 
Sawyer said there will be no change in the power supply demand 
or energy rates for 2021, except for reducing the premium for 
the green energy rate. He also said MRES is adding a fourth tier 
to the economic development rate discount, which is designed 
to assist member communities by providing a tool to help 

attract new retail customers or retain existing customers to the 
member’s service territory. 
Other topics covered by MRES staff experts during this 
year’s Area Meetings included transmission and distribution 
maintenance updates, time-of-use rate information, Western 
Area Power Administration updates, member technology 
roadmap, cybersecurity services, beneficial electrification 
updates, legislative and regulatory updates, Value of Public 
Power reminders, and an overview of the MRES COVID-19 
response plan.
To view the full slate of PowerPoint presentations and the 
corresponding webinar recordings, please visit the members-only 
section of mrenergy.com and click on the tab for “Area Meetings” 
in the left-hand navigation pane.

MRES currently has reserved capacity 
agreements, or RCAs, in place with 15 members, 

including the member community of Worthington, 
Minn., where these generators are located.
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During its October and 
November meetings, the 
Missouri River Energy 
Services (MRES) board 
of directors continued 
its review and discussion 
of a proposed wholesale 
time-of-use (TOU) rate 
structure. The board 
considered the estimated 
impact TOU rates would 
have on members, the 
current residential TOU 
pilot project in the member 
community of Melrose, 
Minn., and Missouri 
River’s communication and implementation plan.
MRES has long had a rate policy that guides its decisions 
related to the S-1 wholesale power rates that are charged to 
members. Currently, MRES wholesale rates are about 5% lower 
than the average of 20 other wholesale providers in the region.   
Because prices in regional energy markets vary based on the 
time of the day, the day of the week and the season, the board 
is taking a proactive approach as it plans for the future by 
setting up a TOU rate structure that encourages increased 
usage of lower-cost energy. In other words, it is Missouri 
River’s intent to help its members manage their future energy 
costs by providing wholesale TOU rates as an opportunity for 
members — and, in turn, their customers — to reduce energy 
costs by shifting usage to lower-cost periods.  
Shifting usage to lower-cost periods will help MRES achieve 
its goal of reducing costs to all members and continuing 
to provide competitive wholesale rates to the members. 
Providing competitive wholesale rates then allows MRES 
members to offer competitive rates to their retail customers. 

The board has taken several actions over the years to 
appropriately reflect the cost of service, promote efficiency 
and provide opportunities to reduce costs. For example, in 
2011 the board approved phasing in seasonal-demand rates 
to encourage peak-demand reductions. In 2016 the board 
reviewed several new rate-structure concepts in response 
to fluctuating market prices, and by 2018 MRES notified 
members of the plan to implement TOU energy rates in 2023. 
MRES wholesale TOU rates will not be billed on a real-time 
basis with changes from day to day or hour to hour. Instead, 
they will be based on time of day and season. During summer 
and winter, there will be on-peak pricing hours, mid-peak 
hours and off-peak hours. During the spring and fall seasons, 
there will only be mid-peak and off-peak hours. Wholesale 
TOU rates and time periods will be determined in advance 
during the MRES budget process, and members will be 
notified by Nov. 1 each year of new rates for the following year.
The on-peak to off-peak price differential is expected to be 
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Member profile – Alexandria, Minn.

Nestled amongst the prairies and lakes of west-central Minnesota, 
the city of Alexandria was founded in 1858, the same year in 
which Minnesota became a state. The Kinkead brothers — 
William and Alexander, the town’s namesake — built a log cabin 
and hotel along the shores of Lake Agnes, which still sits in the 
heart of present-day Alexandria.
According to the Alexandria Chamber of Commerce’s website, 
a year after the Kinkead brothers arrived, a state road was cut 
through the area, bringing the stage coach and more settlers with 
it. And when President Abraham Lincoln signed the Homestead 
Act in 1862, the floodgates really opened, as the promise of 
working and owning land brought an influx of European settlers 
and, later, Civil War veterans to the area. In just over a decade 
since it was first settled, almost all of the county’s tillable land 
was claimed. Eventually, the Soo Line railroad crossed the county, 
bringing even more settlers to the area. With the wealth of fish 
and game available, the railroad also brought many tourists to 
this area, which quickly became a popular vacation spot.
Times haven’t changed all that much, as the area’s lakes, golf 
courses, history, arts, and hunting and fishing opportunities still 
attract thousands of people each year. Alexandria is also home to 
America’s biggest Viking, a fiberglass sculpture that stands 28 feet 
tall. Gordon Shumaker created the sculpture for the New York 

World’s Fair, after which the statue made its way to Alexandria, 
where it now stands in a city park along the shores of Lake Agnes.
Interestingly, Big Ole holds a shield that reads, “ALEXANDRIA 
BIRTHPLACE OF AMERICA.” The saying is thanks to the 
legend of the Kensington Runestone, an inscribed rock that 
was reportedly discovered in 1898 by Olof Ohman, a Swedish 
farmer. As the story goes, Ohman and his son discovered the 
rock while clearing fields, and the runes carved into the stone are 
purportedly a record left behind by Scandinavian explorers from 
the late 1300s — more than a century before Columbus sailed the 
ocean blue in 1492. Whether or not the runestone is proof Viking 
explorers made it this far into North America or a hoax has been 
debated ever since.
Today, Alexandria Light and Power (ALP) provides electric, 
water and broadband services to people and businesses who 
call Alexandria home. ALP has been an MRES member since 
July 1968. Ted Cash, ALP’s general manager, is the official 
representative to MRES, and he also serves on the board of 
directors of both MRES and Western Minnesota Municipal 
Power Agency. Christofer Olson, ALP’s finance manager, serves as 
the alternate representative to MRES.  

Alexandria Light and Power  currently provides power to almost 8,000 
residential customers and upwards of 1,875 commercial and industrial 

customers. 
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Through Missouri River’s Bright Energy Choices program, two 
member utilities plan to help their residential and commercial 
customers achieve their environmental goals and help create a 
cleaner energy future.
Starting Jan. 1, 2021, Moorhead Public Service (MPS) in 
Moorhead, Minn., will be offering 100% carbon-free power 
to its customers thanks to the BEC program. According to 
an MPS news release, the MPS board of commissioners voted 
unanimously during its Oct. 20 meeting to make the change to 
100% carbon-free energy for all its customers. 
Meanwhile, in early November the city council in the member 
community of Cavalier, N.D., chose the BEC program’s 100% 
renewable power option for customers of the municipal utility. 
This is the second year that Cavalier will provide its community 
with 100% renewable power. 
BEC is a “green energy” program that allows retail customers 
to purchase renewable energy certificates, or RECs, which are 
proof that electricity was generated by qualifying renewable, 
carbon-free facilities, such as wind and solar farms. As in 

Moorhead’s case, RECs can be used to offset the customer’s 
energy consumption that comes from fossil fuels, making their 
electric usage, in effect, 100% carbon-free. Likewise, RECs can 
also offset the customer’s energy consumption that comes from 
non-renewable resources, making their electric usage, in effect, 
100% renewable, like in Cavalier. 
RECs do come with a cost, and to cover the additional cost 
MRES will bill members a “green energy adder,” or premium, 
for the appropriate percentage of electricity used by a utility’s 
customers. In 2020, the green energy adder was $0.005 per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh), but during its October meeting the 
MRES board approved a reduced adder of $0.001 per kWh that 
will take effect Jan. 1, 2021, effectively making it much more 
affordable for MRES members and their customers to pursue 
100% carbon-free or renewable energy options.
For more information on the BEC program, contact Joni 
Livingston, MRES vice president of member services and 
communications, at joni.livingston@mrenergy.com or  
800-678-4042.

Virtual Area Meetings well attended, presentations now online

MRES members taking advantage of new BEC “green energy” rates

MRES recently held its annual Area Meetings via four separate 
webinars that were well attended by community leaders from 
32 members and MRES staff. The average attendance for each 
session was more than 85 individuals.  
The webinars were held across four days in late October and early 
November, with MRES staff covering separate topics during each 
of the days. Here are some highlights of this year’s meetings.
RCA UPDATES
An update on Missouri River’s power supply was provided by 
Ray Wahle, MRES senior vice president of power supply and 
operations. During his presentation, Wahle outlined the reserved 
capacity agreements, or RCAs, MRES currently has in place 
with 15 members. Essentially, these RCAs are purchase power 
agreements that total 152.8 megawatts (MW) of member-owned 
generation. The current RCAs will expire in 2029, and Wahle 
said the MRES board has discussed revisions to not only extend 
the RCAs until 2052, but to also update them to better reflect 
current markets and operating rules. The board authorized 
MRES staff to provide the draft RCA to participating members 
for their consideration and to invite other interested members to 
participate in the program. 
NO S-1 POWER SUPPLY RATE INCREASE THROUGH 2025
MRES is not projecting an increase to power supply rates for the 
next five years, according to the budget and rate presentation 
given by Merlin Sawyer, MRES senior vice president and CFO. 
Sawyer said there will be no change in the power supply demand 
or energy rates for 2021, except for reducing the premium for 
the green energy rate. He also said MRES is adding a fourth tier 
to the economic development rate discount, which is designed 
to assist member communities by providing a tool to help 

attract new retail customers or retain existing customers to the 
member’s service territory. 
Other topics covered by MRES staff experts during this 
year’s Area Meetings included transmission and distribution 
maintenance updates, time-of-use rate information, Western 
Area Power Administration updates, member technology 
roadmap, cybersecurity services, beneficial electrification 
updates, legislative and regulatory updates, Value of Public 
Power reminders, and an overview of the MRES COVID-19 
response plan.
To view the full slate of PowerPoint presentations and the 
corresponding webinar recordings, please visit the members-only 
section of mrenergy.com and click on the tab for “Area Meetings” 
in the left-hand navigation pane.

MRES currently has reserved capacity 
agreements, or RCAs, in place with 15 members, 

including the member community of Worthington, 
Minn., where these generators are located.
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During its October and 
November meetings, the 
Missouri River Energy 
Services (MRES) board 
of directors continued 
its review and discussion 
of a proposed wholesale 
time-of-use (TOU) rate 
structure. The board 
considered the estimated 
impact TOU rates would 
have on members, the 
current residential TOU 
pilot project in the member 
community of Melrose, 
Minn., and Missouri 
River’s communication and implementation plan.
MRES has long had a rate policy that guides its decisions 
related to the S-1 wholesale power rates that are charged to 
members. Currently, MRES wholesale rates are about 5% lower 
than the average of 20 other wholesale providers in the region.   
Because prices in regional energy markets vary based on the 
time of the day, the day of the week and the season, the board 
is taking a proactive approach as it plans for the future by 
setting up a TOU rate structure that encourages increased 
usage of lower-cost energy. In other words, it is Missouri 
River’s intent to help its members manage their future energy 
costs by providing wholesale TOU rates as an opportunity for 
members — and, in turn, their customers — to reduce energy 
costs by shifting usage to lower-cost periods.  
Shifting usage to lower-cost periods will help MRES achieve 
its goal of reducing costs to all members and continuing 
to provide competitive wholesale rates to the members. 
Providing competitive wholesale rates then allows MRES 
members to offer competitive rates to their retail customers. 

The board has taken several actions over the years to 
appropriately reflect the cost of service, promote efficiency 
and provide opportunities to reduce costs. For example, in 
2011 the board approved phasing in seasonal-demand rates 
to encourage peak-demand reductions. In 2016 the board 
reviewed several new rate-structure concepts in response 
to fluctuating market prices, and by 2018 MRES notified 
members of the plan to implement TOU energy rates in 2023. 
MRES wholesale TOU rates will not be billed on a real-time 
basis with changes from day to day or hour to hour. Instead, 
they will be based on time of day and season. During summer 
and winter, there will be on-peak pricing hours, mid-peak 
hours and off-peak hours. During the spring and fall seasons, 
there will only be mid-peak and off-peak hours. Wholesale 
TOU rates and time periods will be determined in advance 
during the MRES budget process, and members will be 
notified by Nov. 1 each year of new rates for the following year.
The on-peak to off-peak price differential is expected to be 
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