
Missouri River Energy Services, city and state officials, and other dignitaries celebrated the Pierre Solar Project during a 
dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony held Sept. 26 on the grounds of the solar farm. Nearly 80 people attended the event, 
which also included tours of the project. Several officials spoke during the ceremony, including Pierre Mayor Laurie Gill and 
Hunter Roberts, policy advisor to Gov. Dennis Daugaard. 

“Certainly there is some degree of prestige that comes with being home to this project, but more importantly, this is a step 
toward renewable energy. One of the values we hold dear at the City of Pierre is the preservation of our natural environment,” 
said Mayor Gill. “We are committed to providing a healthy legacy for our current and future generations, and the one-megawatt 
of power these panels are producing each day is one step in the right direction.”

The one-megawatt solar photovoltaic facility, which is located on the premises of the Pierre Regional Airport, is the largest 
such farm in the state of South Dakota. The project will generate enough energy to power about 200 homes. The solar energy 
farm is a joint effort by the City of Pierre, Geronimo Energy of Edina, Minn., and MRES.

“We’re especially happy that all three organizations have come together to make a public and private partnership work,” said 
Roberts. “We are excited to have this project come to fruition.”

Geronimo Energy is developing the project, and MRES will be entitled to the output under a power purchase agreement. Once 
operational, Pierre Solar will produce clean, renewable energy using sunlight as free fuel.

Commercial operation occurred Oct. 7. The Pierre Solar Project will be the first renewable energy project for MRES that will 
be located in South Dakota, as well as its first experience in solar energy.
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Celebrating the dedication of the Pierre (S.D.) Solar Project are, from left: Hunter Roberts, policy advisor for the Office of Governor Dennis Daugaard;  
Jeff Peters, MRES director of Federal and Distributed Power Programs; Harold Schiebout, chairman of the MRES Board of Directors; Mayor Laurie Gill, Pierre, S.D.;  
Tom Heller, CEO of MRES; Noel Rahn, chairman and founder of Geronimo Energy; and Leon Schochenmaier, city administrator, Pierre.
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MRES CEO Tom Heller testified in support of the Surface Transportation Board (STB) Reauthorization Act of 2015 during 
a field hearing of the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee. The legislation, sponsored by Committee 
Chairman Sen. John Thune (R-S.D.) and Ranking Member Sen. Bill Nelson (D-FL) was passed last year and signed by  
President Obama.

All three current members of the STB also testified at the hearing, held Aug. 11 in Sioux Falls. The STB is charged with 
implementing the reauthorization and changes in the way the Board operates. 

Heller was one of four representatives of stakeholder organizations who testified at the hearing. All four of those 
organizations rely on railroads to transport various products. Heller is a member of the board of directors of the Freight Rail 
Customers Alliance (FRCA) and was representing that organization at the hearing. FRCA is made up of more than 3,500 
freight rail shippers from the fields of manufacturing, agriculture and alternative fuels, electric utilities, and their customers. 
FRCA’s mission is to obtain changes in federal law and policy that will provide all freight shippers with reliable rail service at 
competitive prices.

The STB Reauthorization Act “is helping our entire nation better meet today’s freight rail shipping demands and 
expectations,” Heller told Sen. Thune, who presided over the hearing.

Heller noted that the STB has been working on streamlining rail rate cases, issuing quarterly reports on unfinished regulatory 
proceedings, developing rules regarding its authority to investigate rates and practices without a complaint being filed, and the 
development of revised arbitration procedures.  All of these efforts may allow for some rate cases to be further expedited.

“The length and cost of the current approach has proven to be an impediment to many rail customers obtaining rate protection 
under the STB rules,” Heller said.

Heller also praised the new law’s call for needed increased authorized funding for the STB and expressed hope that 
Congress will appropriate the necessary resources for the STB to implement the law’s new requirements while meeting existing 
responsibilities.   

The new law includes provisions establishing new requirements or encouraging the completion of longstanding pending 
procedures before the STB.  “This is notably recognized in the law’s commitment to update and enhance STB’s information 
technology and data needs to help ensure transparency, consistency, timeliness, and ease of access,” Heller said.

Heller testifies on STB Reauthorization at Senate committee hearing

MRES CEO Tom Heller, second from right, was among those testifying at a U.S. Senate Commerce, 
Science and Transportation Committee hearing held in Sioux Falls Aug. 11. The hearing, chaired by Sen. 

John Thune (R-S.D.), center, dealt with legislation concerning the U.S. Surface Transportation Board.
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The Western States Power Corporation (WSPC) sponsored a meeting July 25 at MRES Headquarters in Sioux Falls to hear 
from various groups including the Corps of Engineers and the Hydroelectric Design Center about proposals for rehabilitation at 
the Fort Randall Dam power plant. 

WSPC was established in 1995 by Pick-Sloan 
customers to assist the Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA), the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE), and the Bureau of Reclamation 
to meet their funding needs in light of declining 
federal appropriations. WSPC has primarily advanced 
funds to WAPA for capital projects and those funds 
are repaid with interest through credits to Pick-Sloan 
customers’ wholesale power bills. 

MRES is one of 15 WSPC members that are 
located in WAPA’s Upper Great Plains Region and 
contributes about 25 percent of the funds WSPC 
advances for capital projects.

USACE has developed a Hydropower Master Plan 
(HMP) that calls for the rehabilitation of all six of 
the mainstem dams along the Missouri River over 
the next 20 years. The cost of that effort is expected 
to exceed $800 million. WSPC is committed to 
providing $40 to $50 million per year for the next 20 
years for the rehabilitation.

Fort Randall is the first of these projects. WSPC 
has committed to advancing $6 million in Fiscal 
Year 2016 to the USACE for engineering and project 
design at Fort Randall. It is estimated that a total 
rehab at Fort Randall could cost as much as $220 
million and the MRES share, which will be repaid 
with interest, could be about $55 million. 

The eight generators at Fort Randall, which are 62 years old, along with one of the units at Fort Peck Dam in Montana, are the 
only units among the mainstem Missouri River hydroelectric projects that are operating with their original stator windings. One 
of the principal reasons the Fort Randall generators have lasted this long without a major rehabilitation is that they’ve never been 
operated at more than 40 megawatts, which is well below their rated capacity of 46 megawatts.

WSPC General Manager Dan Payton gave a presentation concerning the HMP and WSPC’s role at the MRES Board of 
Directors meeting in August.

Western States Power Corporation examines Fort Randall rehab project

WSPC General Manager Dan Payton (standing) leads a discussion about rehabilitation of the Fort 
Randall hydroelectric power plant. Also pictured are MRES Director of Federal and Distributed 
Power Programs Jeff Peters, left, who serves as vice president of the WSPC Board of Directors and 
vice chair of WSPC’s Upper Great Plains Committee; and Rushmore Electric Power Cooperative 
General Manager Vic Simmons, who serves as chair of the WSPC Upper Great Plains Committee.

MRES will host four Area Meetings in October. These meetings give utility personnel 
and policy makers from member cities an opportunity to interact with one another in a 

small-group setting and to hear from MRES staff about the organization’s plans and activities including rate and budget details 
for the coming year.
All four Area Meetings will begin at 9 a.m., and lunch will be served. They are scheduled for the following dates and locations:

There are no registration fees for the Area Meetings, but those planning to attend are encouraged to register either by visiting of 
the Events section of the MRES website, www.mrenergy.com, or calling MRES toll-free: 1-800-678-4042.

Area Meetings set

Thursday, Oct. 20 
Cavalier Country Club 
9355 135th Ave NE 
6 miles west of Cavalier, 
N.D., on Highway 5  
on Lake Renwick

Wednesday, Oct. 26 
Prairie Winds Event Center 
908 8th St. SE 
Orange City, Iowa

Thursday, Oct. 27 
MRES Headquarters 
3724 W. Avera Drive 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 
The Split Rock Transmission  
Group will meet in conjunction  
with this meeting
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Missouri River Energy Services members cited the costs of 
upgrading and maintaining distribution system infrastructure as 
the main challenge facing their local utilities in the 2016 
Member Survey that was conducted this summer.

MRES conducts the survey in even-numbered years. 
Its goals are to learn about the progress and concerns 
of members and to assess ways MRES can enhance 
the success of our member electric systems.

Other challenges named by members included 
the rising costs of power, vacancies left by 
retiring employees, employee hiring and 
retention, loss of business, and regulatory 
concerns.

Fourteen members anticipate that there 
will be new loads or customer expansions 
with the next two years that have a potential 
load growth of 500 kilowatts or more.

Nine members have deployed Advanced 
Meter Infrastructure (AMI) and 25 members have 
considered its installation. AMI is considered to 
be the backbone of the Smart Grid.

Twenty-two members reported that they have retail customers that have 35 wind or solar installations interconnected with 
their distribution systems. In those 22 communities, 29 are solar installations and six are wind installations.

2016 Member Survey results are in

Larry Buboltz, president of the Detroit Lakes, Minn., Public Utilities Commission, was honored with 
a community service award during the Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association (MMUA) Summer 
Conference.

Buboltz, has been active in public service in Detroit Lakes since 1976 when he joined the City 
Council. He also served as mayor from 1988 until 2008. In addition, he has been active in the Coalition 
of Greater Minnesota Cities and in the lobbying efforts of MMUA. Nationally, he serves on the American 
Public Power Association’s Policy Makers Council. 
During this year’s MRES Annual Meeting, Buboltz 
was presented with the Maurice A. TePaske Public 
Official Award.

Moorhead Public Service (MPS) earned MMUA’s 
System Innovation Award for its Capture the Sun® 
program. The program is associated with the utility’s 
community solar garden, which is a collection of 
solar panels shared with customers. 

The MPS Community Solar Garden is located 
between two MPS Capture the Wind® turbines in 
north Moorhead. Under the program, customers can 
purchase the output from one or more solar modules 
which are constructed and maintained by MPS. The 
2016 project has been fully subscribed. 

Both Detroit Lakes and Moorhead are MRES 
members.

Buboltz and Moorhead Public Service honored by MMUA

A dedication ceremony was held Oct. 4 in conjunction with 
Public Power Week for the Moorhead Public Service (MPS) 

Community Solar Garden. Pictured, from left, are Western  
Area Power Administration Administrator Mark Gabriel,  

MPS General Manager Bill Schwandt, U.S. Rep. Collin Peterson, 
and MPS Energy Services Manager Dennis Eisenbraun.

Larry Buboltz
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Thirty-eight city council members, utility policy makers, and utility managers from 16 member communities took part in 
a tour of the Laramie River Station, Grayrocks Reservoir, and Dry Fork Coal Mine in late August. MRES offers the tour to 
members every three years.

The Laramie River Station, located near Wheatland, Wyo., is the principal power supply facility serving MRES members. The 
Grayrocks Reservoir is the primary source of water for steam production and cooling at the Laramie River Station. The Dry Fork 
Mine is the source of much of the coal used at the power plant. 

MRES members tour Laramie River Station,  
Grayrocks Reservoir, and Dry Fork Mine

As of Sept. 1, construction at the Red Rock Hydroelectric 
Project was about 51 percent complete. MRES is building  
the hydroelectric plant at the existing Red Rock Dam on the 
Des Moines River near Pella, Iowa.

Also, by Sept. 1, 40,516 cubic yards of concrete had been 
poured for various aspects of the plant. It is expected that 
a total of 87,950 cubic yards of concrete will be needed to 
complete the project. That is enough to cover one lane of 
interstate highway 12 feet wide, 11 inches thick, and 41  
miles long. In addition, 3,371 tons of rebar had been placed.

The Red Rock Hydroelectric Project is licensed at 36.4 
megawatts of electricity, which is enough to meet the needs 
of about 18,000 homes. It will be capable of producing as much 
as 55 megawatts at times when water levels are at their highest.

It is expected that the project will be completed in 2018.  
For more information, visit the project website at  
www.redrockhydroproject.com.

Red Rock project construction 
passes halfway point

Participants in the tour of the Laramie River Station, 
Grayrocks Reservoir, and Dry Fork Mine, take a pose at the mine.

A view from above the powerhouse excavation looking downstream. 
The circular structures in the foreground are blockouts for the draft 

tube liners which will be set in place in the near future. The draft 
tubes channel water to the tailrace after it exits the turbines.  

From there the water is directed back into the river.
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The American Public Power Association (APPA) is discontinuing its Tree Power program after 25 years due to 
increasingly limited participation and in order to channel resources and time to better serve its members through other 
initiatives related to the use of renewables, energy efficiency, and demand response. 

Since the program’s launch in 1991, hundreds 
of public power communities from across the 
nation have participated in the program, which 
was aimed at planting one tree for each public 
power customer. Over the years, 35 MRES 
members achieved this goal and received the 
program’s Golden Tree Award. In addition, 
MRES as an organization received the Golden 
Tree Award thanks to the tree-planting efforts of 
our members.

In announcing the discontinuation of the 
program, APPA Senior Vice President of 
Regulatory Affairs and Communications Joe 
Nipper said, “This does not mean we in any way 
discount the value of tree planting – in fact we 
believe that environmental stewardship is one of 
the foundations of public power.”

Nipper thanked the public power communities 
that participated. “We appreciate your 
commitment to caring for your community by 
planting trees and hope you will keep up your 
efforts,” he said.

APPA to discontinue Tree Power


