
Laramie River Station 

Grayrocks Dam and Reservoir Tour 

August 27 and 28, 2019 

Missouri River Energy Services (MRES) is pleased 

to announce the opportunity to tour the Laramie 

River Station (LRS) power plant in Wheatland, 

Wyo.  LRS is the primary source of power MRES 

provides to its 61 members. 

MRES members hold the rights to 16.47 percent of 

the capacity in LRS, which entitles our members to 

281 megawatts of power. 

The tour will include a trip to the Grayrocks Dam 

and Reservoir , as well as an extensive tour of the 

plant. In addition, it will include a tour of the Dry 

Fork Coal Mine, located at Gillette, Wyo. 

www.mrenergy.com 

PO Box 88920 
Sioux Falls, SD 57109-8920 

 
www.mrenergy.com 

Registration Fees and Deadlines 

The registration fee is $600 per person. A deposit 

of $200 per person will be required with your 

registration. This includes your flight, meals, 

lodging, and ground transportation to the 

facilities. 

Please note that group size will be limited, so 

early registration is encouraged. 

This deposit can be refunded for cancellations 

prior to July 31, 2019. 

  

Registration Form Enclosed 

Please complete the enclosed registration form 

and return by Friday, June 21, 2019. 

 Online registration is available at 

 www.mrenergy.com under the Events tab. 

About The Tour 

The LRS/Grayrocks/Dry Fork tour is a great 

opportunity for MRES member council and 

commission members, employees, and local 

media. Commission and board members have 

found this tour valuable in understanding how their 

community’s power supply program works. 

Planes are chartered from Sioux Falls and various 

other locations for your convenience. Plans will be 

finalized as the registration deadline nears. 

Planes will depart on Tuesday and fly to 

Wheatland, Wyo., where participants will tour the 

LRS and Grayrocks facilities. Then, they will fly 

to Gillette, Wyo., for the evening. There will be 

dinner, a reception and discussions about issues 

related to LRS, Grayrocks, and other topics of 

concern. Following breakfast on Wednesday, 

participants will tour the Dry Fork Coal Mine 

before returning home.  
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About the Laramie River Station (LRS) 

LRS is a coal-fired electric generating station 

located six miles east of Wheatland, Wyo. State-of-

the-art environmental control equipment was 

installed when LRS was built and owners have since 

invested millions of dollars in equipment enabling 

the turbines to more efficiently produce electricity, 

effectively lowering overall emission rates.  

LRS was built for a cost of $1.6 billion and has a 

total generating capacity of 1,710 megawatts. The 

plant has three units, each rated at 570 megawatts. 

Units 1, 2, and 3 began operation in 1980, 1981, and 

1982, respectively. Sub-bituminous coal is shipped 

by train to the plant from strip mines near Gillette, Wyo. 

Overall, the project provides electric power to more 

than 100 rural electric cooperatives and nearly 80 

municipal electric systems serving more than 2 

million people in Colorado, the Dakotas, Iowa, 

Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, and Wyoming. 

LRS is owned by the Missouri Basin Power Project 

(MBPP). MBPP is one of the largest consumer-owned, 

power supply projects in the U.S. The project 

participant-owners group is comprised of five 

electric utilities: 

 Basin Electric Power Cooperative 

 Tri-State Generation and Transmission 

Association 

 Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency 

       (represented in the project by MRES)  

 Lincoln Electric System 

 Wyoming Municipal Power Agency 

The Grayrocks Reservoir. LRS can be seen 

in the background. 

About Grayrocks Dam and Reservoir 

Water from Grayrocks, which is located about 11 

miles from the Laramie River Station, is used at the 

plant for cooling and steam production.  

The reservoir, which was built by the Missouri 

Basin Power Project, holds about 104,000 acre-feet 

of water when full. 
 

 

Fast Facts about MBPP Facilities 

 Laramie River Station 

   Plant construction: 1976-1982 

   Plant Site: 650 acres 

   Coal Source: Dry Fork Mine and others  

 in the Powder River Basin near   

 Gillette, Wyo. 

   Annual coal deliveries: 7 million tons 

 Project transmission 

   536 miles of 345-kilovolt line 

   133 miles of 230-kilovolt line 

 Grayrocks Dam and Reservoir  

   Provides 19,000 acre-feet of water for  

  steam and evaporative cooling  

  at LRS 

   Height of dam: 100 feet 

   Width of dam: 600 feet at base 

   Length of dam: 2,400 feet 

   Length of reservoir: 8 miles 

   Storage capacity: 104,000 acre-feet  

 

About the Dry Fork Mine 
The Dry Fork Mine is located near Gillette, Wyo., in 

the coal-rich Powder River Basin. Western Fuels-

Wyoming owns the mine, which is managed by its 

parent organization, the Western Fuels Association. 

MBPP is a member of Western Fuels. 
 

Dry Fork began operations in 1990 and produces 

about 6 million tons of coal per year. It ships coal to 

LRS and to other power plants located in Wyoming, 

North Dakota, and Texas. The mine has a total 

reserve base in excess of 250 million tons of coal. 
 

Topics for Discussion during the Tour 
 

Coal Combustion Residual (CCR) rule 
compliance - The EPA has issued regulations on 
the disposal of CCRs (coal ash) from coal-fired 
power plants. CCRs are byproducts of the 
combustion of coal at power plants. MBPP must 
install liners in all of the ash disposal ponds in the 
next year or so. Based on preliminary estimates, this 
work will cost about $35 million, with about $6 
million of that being MRES share.  
  

Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) Rule – The 
Affordable Clean Energy (ACE) rule was issued by 
the EPA in 2018 as a replacement to the 2015 Clean 
Power Plan. The ACE rule would require coal-fired 
generation plants to meet performance standards to 
reduce carbon emissions through on-site, heat-rate 
efficiency improvements. It provides new 
regulations for emission guidelines under Clean Air 
Act section 111(d). While it is still being finalized 
and likely will be challenged in the courts, if the 
ACE rule were to take effect, it could allow LRS to 
operate longer than it otherwise would have under 
the CPP.  
 

Regional Haze – The EPA previously contended 
that LRS violated haze emissions at Wind Cave 
National Park in SD. The WY Dept. of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) entered into 
an agreement with LRS owners requiring the 
installation of Selective Non-Catalytic Reduction 
(SNCR) equipment on the three units at LRS. The 
EPA accepted, then later rejected, the state plan and 
imposed a Federal Implementation Plan requiring 
LRS to install Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) 
equipment at a cost of over $700 million, with 
MRES’ share at $125 million. LRS partners 
appealed EPA’s action. A settlement was reached 
requiring only one SCR and two SNCRs at a 
reduced cost to LRS owners.  


