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Prepare for holiday guests and explore rebates for home efficiency
November brings colder weather and, for many families, holiday gatherings. As we prepare our homes for company, it’s a good time to consider the equipment that keeps hot water ready for everyday use and those extra showers when guests stay over.
Heat pump water heaters can save a household of four approximately $550 per year on its electric bills compared to a standard electric water heater. Plus, you can receive a $200 rebate when you purchase an ENERGY STAR® certified heat pump water heater. 
Heat pump water heaters can be two to three times as efficient as conventional electric water heaters, and choosing the right tank size and installation location helps homeowners get the most from that efficiency. Ask an installer to evaluate your household’s hot-water needs, including busy mornings when several people shower. These units also need adequate airflow and a suitable surrounding temperature, so placement matters in our cold climate.
If you already have a heat pump water heater, review its settings before holiday guests arrive. Heat-pump-only mode offers the highest efficiency but takes longer to replenish hot water. Hybrid mode can help meet increased demand by using electric heating elements when needed. Once guests leave, revisit the setting that best meets the needs of your household.
Maintenance matters, too. Follow your owner’s manual for cleaning the air filter and maintaining the condensate drain. If you’re traveling for the holiday, check whether your model has a vacation setting to reduce operation while you’re away.
Before purchasing equipment or scheduling service, contact <<Utility Name>> at <<Phone Number>> to confirm eligibility and application requirements. Actual savings depend on hot-water use, installation conditions and the equipment being replaced, along with local energy prices.
As families gather and temperatures fall, a little preparation can help keep hot water ready while making better use of energy.

