Attention Utility Staff: Please fill in the appropriate information in all highlighted places. Feel free to revise or add additional quotes. Please delete this paragraph in red before sending release to newspaper. 
NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DECEMBER 2025

<<Utility Name>> Offers Easy Path to Clean Energy
<<City, State>> – Make an environment impact without leaving your couch!
<<Utility Name>> is empowering all customers with an effortless opportunity to ensure 100% of their electricity usage is carbon-free. 
In 2026, <<insert percentage from 2026 Environmental Footprint chart>> of the energy provided by <<Utility Name>> will already come from robust carbon-free resources like wind, solar and hydroelectric plants, according to <<Utility Rep and Title>>. Through the utility’s Bright Energy Choices program, customers can purchase Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) to offset the remaining <<insert percentage from 2026 Environmental Footprint Chart that is not carbon-free>> of their electricity – making their usage, in effect, 100% carbon-free.
The utility’s wholesale power supplier, Missouri River Energy Services, purchases and retires RECs on behalf of utility customers who participate in Bright Energy Choices. RECs are digital certificates created when power is generated by renewable facilities – like wind and solar farms – and fed into the electric grid. A REC can only be retired once, ensuring renewable energy is not double-counted.
Customers pay a minimal premium of just $.001, or one-tenth of one cent, for each kilowatt-hour (kWh) of electricity they use that is not already considered carbon-free. For most homeowners the premium amounts to less than $1 a month.
"We all want to be good stewards of our environment," said <<Last Name of Utility Rep>>. "Bright Energy Choices lets <<Utility Name>> and our customers do exactly that by directly supporting the development of additional renewable energy resources."
For more information about Bright Energy Choices, call <<Utility Name>> at <<phone number>>.
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