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Welcome Back! Welcome back to the legislative 

newsletter. We are gearing up for the 2022 

legislative session, and in this issue, we are focusing 

on the recent redistricting news in the four states. 

 

 

Iowa 

 

Redistricting News 

The legislature approved a second proposal for 

redistricting on October 28. This will set new 

boundaries for legislative districts, as well as, for 

the four congressional districts. Candidates for state 

and federal offices must file their election petitions 

between February 28 and March 18, 2022. 

 

Congressional Districts 

 District 1: Pella 

 District 3: Atlantic  

 District 4: Alton, Denison, Hartley, Hawarden, 

Kimballton  Lake Park, Manilla, Orange City, 

Paullina, Primghar, Remsen, Rock Rapids, 

Sanborn, Shelby, Sioux Center, and Woodbine. 

 

Under the new boundaries, the 1st Congressional 

District (Pella) does not currently contain an 

incumbent member of Congress. However, 

Republican Congresswoman Mariannette Miller-

Meeks (Ottumwa) has indicated she will seek the 

seat and determine her place of residency at later 

date. Democratic State Representative Christine 

Bohannan has announced her intention to run for 

this Congressional seat.   

 

In the 2nd Congressional District, 

GOP Congresswoman Ashley Hinson is the 

incumbent member of Congress. She will be 

challenged by Democratic State Senator Liz 

Mathis.  

 

The 3rd Congressional District (Atlantic) is home to 

two incumbent members of Congress - 

Democratic Congresswoman Cindy Axne and 

Republican Congresswoman Mariannette Miller-

Meeks. Following the adoption of the new 

Congressional maps, Congresswoman Miller-Meeks 

announced her intention to run for re-election, but 

in the first district.  

 

The 4th Congressional District (the 16 MRES 

member communities not Pella or Atlantic) is 

represented by Republican Congressman Randy 

Feenstra, who has also announced his intention to 

run for re-election.  

 

State House of Representatives 

 Approximately 50 percent of the MRES 

member communities have been placed into 

State House districts without an incumbent 

representative – Hartley, Paulina, Primghar, 

Sanborn, Pella, Rock Rapids, and Sioux Center.  

 A few communities are within House districts 

that will not have their incumbent but will bring 

in a current legislator from a neighboring 

district – Shelby – Rep. Brian Best (R-Glidden), 

Manilla – Rep. Steve Holt (R-Denison), and 

Remsen – Dennis Bush (R-Cleghorn). However, 

Rep. Bush has indicated he will move to 

Cherokee which will enable him to represent 
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much of his current district in the newly formed 

Iowa State House District 5 which includes 

Paullina, Primghar, and Sanborn. 

 In House District 3 which includes Alton, 

Hawarden, and Orange City – two incumbent 

representatives have been placed within the 

same district – Skyler Wheeler (R-Orange City) 

and Tom Jeneary (R- LeMars). The new district 

geography includes much of what Rep. Wheeler 

represents in his current district. 

 Members of the Iowa House serve two-year 

terms and they will all be subject to election/re-

election in 2022. If two incumbent House 

members of the same party continue to reside in 

the same district they will run in the June 7 

primary. 

 

State Senate 

The situation in the State Senate is much the same.  

 There will be eight communities with Senate 

seats without an incumbent - Hartley, Paulina, 

Primghar, Sanborn, Remsen, Woodbine, Pella, 

and potentially Lake Park, depending on who is 

elected in the December 14 special election to 

fill the vacancy created by Sen. Whiting’s (R-

Spirit Lake) resignation. 

 Rock Rapids has now been incorporated into the 

new Senate District 2 with Alton, Hawarden, 

Orange City, and Sioux Center where Senator 

Jeff Taylor (R-Sioux Center) would be the 

incumbent candidate.   

 Senator Jason Schultz and Craig Williams have 

both landed in the Senate District 6, 

representing Denison, Kimballton, Manilla, and 

Shelby. Senator Williams has announced he will 

not run against Schultz in a primary contest. 

 Senator Tom Shipley remains in the district 

representing Atlantic.   

 

Typically, the length of term for an Iowa Senator is 

four years. However, immediately following re-

districting, there is some modification to the length 

of term for some seats for the first election 

following reapportionment.  

 If Senators were elected or re-elected in 2018, 

they will face re-election in 2022 for a four-year 

term. (Tom Shipley) 

 If they were elected or re-elected in 2020 

Senators will face re-election in 2022 for a two-

year term if at least two incumbent Senators 

reside in a holdover district as of February 1, 

2022. (Craig Williams and Jason Schultz) 

 Senators elected in 2020 will not face re-

election in 2022 for a two-year term if only one 

incumbent Senator resides in a new district as of 

February 1, 2022. The Senator must have been 

elected from their place of residence in the 

previous election. (Jeff Taylor) 

 

 

Minnesota 
 

Redistricting Pending 

Although there was some concern about losing 

federal seats, census data showed that Minnesota 

would be able to maintain its current eight 

Congressional seats. However, the districts 

represented by those seats will face changing 

borders due to population changes. Likewise, the 

state legislative districts would also need to make 

changes to redraw districts. Unsurprisingly, the 

metro area gained in population while some rural 

areas lost population.  

 

At this point, the very first draft redistricting maps 

are being brought forth by the House DFL. There 

may be separate maps introduced yet by the House 

GOP, as well as, in the Senate. Regardless, the 

legislature must pass a final redistricting plan by 

February 14, 2022, or the state Supreme Court will 

step in and set the district boundaries. Redistricting 

attempts by the legislature failed in previous 

decades, and given the split House and Senate in 

Minnesota, it is highly likely that the state Supreme 

will end up drawing the new districts. In preparation 

for this possibility, last June, Minnesota Supreme 

Court Chief Justice Lorie Gildea appointed a panel 

of five judges to hear cases related to legislative and 

congressional redistricting. The panel has already 

begun its work by holding hearings.  
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The entire Minnesota legislature is up for re-

election in 2022. The state primary is August 9, 

2022; state legislative filing deadlines are May 31, 

2022.  

 

 

North Dakota 
North Dakota will not have a regular session in 

2022 unless a special session is called.  

 

Redistricting Finished 

According to the state constitution, the North 

Dakota Senate may consist of 40-54 members and 

the House may consist of 80-108 members, 

depending on the number of senatorial districts. 

Although the possibility of adding districts was 

briefly discussed, the redistricting committee 

decided to keep the state at 47 senatorial districts. 

The redistricting plan was passed by the legislature 

on November 8 and signed by the Governor on 

November 11.  

 

It should be noted that for the first time, there will 

be two legislative districts that have two separate 

House members, rather than electing both at large. 

In districts 4 and 9, the House districts will be split 

to better represent tribal populations. It should also 

be noted that the cities of Northwood and Hillsboro 

are now in the same legislative district, meaning 

that there are now 3 fewer legislators directly 

representing MRES communities.  

 

The following is how the new districts will shape up 

for MRES members for the 2022 election cycle. 

Please note that this is based on early information 

from the Legislative Council and may still be 

subject to change:  

 Cavalier: Will be in re-numbered District 19. 

Incumbents Sen. Janne Myrdal (R-Edinburg) 

and Rep. David Monson (R-Osnabrock) remain 

in the district. Rep. Chuck Damschen (R-

Hampden) will be in District 9B if he runs again 

in 2022.  

 Hillsboro and Northwood: Northwood and 

Hillsboro will no longer be in separate districts 

with Northwood moving into District 20. This 

redistricting change includes all of the 

incumbents from both Districts 19 and 20: Sen. 

Robert Fors (R-Larimore), Sen. Randy Lemm 

(R-Hillsboro), Rep. Gary Paur (R-Gilby), Rep. 

Wayne Trottier (R-Northwood), Rep. Mike 

Beltz (R-Hillsboro), and Rep. Jared Hagert (R-

Emerado). All will have to run in the same 

district in 2022 if they chose to run. Note that 

Rep. Trottier has already announced he will not 

run again. 

 Lakota: Will move to re-numbered District 29. 

Incumbents Rep. Bill Devlin (R-Finley) and 

Rep. Don Vigesaa (R-Cooperstown) will also be 

in District 29. Incumbent Sen. Joan Heckaman 

(D-New Rockford) will now be in District 14, 

however, Sen. Terry Wanzek (R-Jamestown), 

currently in District 29, will now have Lakota 

added into his district for 2022.  

 Maddock: Will remain in District 14 along with 

incumbents Sen. Jerry Klein (R-Fessenden), 

Rep. Jon Nelson (R-Rugby), and Rep. Robin 

Weisz (R-Hurdsfield). Sen. Joan Heckaman will 

move to this district as well.   

 Riverdale: Will be in re-numbered District 33. 

Incumbent Rep. Jeff Delzer (R-Underwood) 

remains in the district, while incumbents Sen. 

Howard Anderson (R-Turtle Lake) and Rep. 

Dave Nehring (R-Bismarck) move to other 

districts for 2022. Incumbents Rep. Bill Tveit 

(R-Hazen) and Sen. Jessica Bell (R-Beulah) 

now have Riverdale under their representation 

beginning in 2022. 

 Valley City: Remains in District 24, along with 

incumbents Sen. Michael Wobbema (R-Valley 

City), Rep. Dwight Kiefiert (R-Valley City), 

and Rep. Cole Christensen (R-Rogers). 

Incumbent Rep. Sebastian Ertelt (R-Lisbon) 

shifts over from House District 26. 

 

Only the odd-numbered districts are up for re-

election in 2022; those districts will proceed as 

scheduled towards election day and all North 

Dakota legislators will be elected for four-year 

terms. However, the legislature passed legislation 

during the special session which made further 
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election clarifications in districts that may have 

incumbents moving in or out ahead of the 2022 

North Dakota election. For example: 

 In even-numbered Districts 10 and 26, one 

senator and two representatives will be elected 

in 2022 for a two-year term. Then, all even-

numbered districts will have legislators elected 

to four-year terms in 2024.  

 Members currently in even-numbered districts, 

who are placed into a new even-numbered 

district that already has incumbents, will have 

their current term end in December 2022—and 

all must run in 2022 for two-year terms among 

the current and “moved-in” incumbents.  

 Members in even-numbered districts placed into 

odd-numbered districts must run in the odd-

numbered district in 2022.    

 

The candidate filing deadline for the 2022 state 

legislative primary is April 11, 2022 (June 10 for 

write-in candidates for legislative seats). The 

primary will be held on June 14, 2022.  

 

 

South Dakota 

Like North Dakota, the U.S. Census data showed 

that South Dakota is still limited to one 

representative in Congress. So, the focus of the 

South Dakota interim legislative redistricting 

committees and subcommittees was on the state 

districts.  

 

Unlike prior decades, in which the House and 

Senate had a joint redistricting committee, the 

House and Senate had separate redistricting 

committees which met jointly for a good share of 

the committee meetings. However, towards the end 

of the interim, the House and Senate committees 

began meeting separately. The Legislative 

Redistricting Rapid City subcommittee, the 

Legislative Redistricting Sioux Falls subcommittee, 

and the Legislative Redistricting Tribal Areas 

subcommittee also met separately and were 

comprised of both House and Senate members. The 

House and the Senate committees each proposed a 

different redistricting map when they started a 

special session on November 8. After heated 

debates, contentious committee hearings, and tiring 

conference committee meetings, a final map was 

agreed upon by both houses and passed.  

 

The following is how the new districts will shape up 

for MRES members for the 2022 election cycle:  

 Beresford: Remains in District 16. All three 

incumbents (Sen. Jim Bolin, R-Canton; Rep. 

Kevin Jensen, R-Canton) remain in the same 

district. Current Rep. David Anderson (R-

Hudson) remains in the district but is term-

limited in 2022 from running in the House 

again. Also, current District 17 Rep. Richard 

Vasgaard (R-Centerville) will be moved to 

District 16 in 2022.  

 Big Stone City: Remains in District 4, along 

with incumbents Sen. John Wiik (R-Big Stone 

City) and Rep. Fred Deutsch (R-Florence). 

Incumbent Rep. John Mills (R-Volga) will be in 

District 8 in 2022.  

 Brookings: Remains in District 7, along with all 

three incumbents, Sen. VJ Smith (R-Brookings), 

Rep. Tim Reed (R-Brookings), and Rep. Larry 

Tidemann (R-Brookings).  

 Burke, Pickstown, and Winner: All remain in 

District 21, along with Sen. Erin Tobin (R-

Winner) and Rep. Rocky Blare (R-Ideal). 

Current Rep. Caleb Finck (R-Tripp) will move 

to District 19 for 2022. 

 Faith: Remain in 29, along with incumbents 

Sen. Gary Cammack (R-Union Center) and Rep. 

Dean Wink (R-Howes). However, Sen. 

Cammack is term-limited and cannot run in the 

Senate again in 2022. Rep. Kirk Chafee (R-

Whitewood) will be in District 31 in 2022.  

 Flandreau: Will be in District 25, along with 

incumbent Rep. Randy Gross (R-Elkton). 

Incumbents Sen. Casey Crabtree (R-Madison) 

and Rep. Marli Wiese (R-Madison) will remain 

in District 8. Current legislators who now have 

Flandreau in their district include, Sen. Marsha 

Symens (R-Dell Rapids), Rep. Tom Pischke (R-

Dell Rapids), Rep. Jon Hansen (R-Dell Rapids), 

and Rep. Steven Haugaard (R-Sioux Falls--

term-limited in the House).  
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 Ft. Pierre and Pierre: Both communities remain 

in District 24, along with all three incumbents 

Sen. Mary Duvall (R-Pierre), Rep. Will 

Mortenson (R-Pierre), and Rep. Mike Wesigram 

(R-Ft. Pierre).  

 Vermillion: Remains in District 17, along with 

incumbents Sen. Arthur Rusch (R-Vermillion—

term-limited in the Senate) and Rep. Sydney 

Davis (R-Burbank). Rep. Vasgaard moves to 

District 17. 

 Watertown: Remains in District 5, along with 

incumbents Sen. Lee Schoenbeck, Rep. Hugh 

Bartels, and Rep. Nancy York (all Watertown 

Republicans).  

 

Additionally, while all legislative districts are 

represented by two at-large House members, there 

are two divided districts (26 and 28). This is to 

assure adherence to voter rights laws and to provide 

for tribal representation.  

 

All 105 legislators in South Dakota are up for 

election in 2022, so there will be no special 

elections as in other states. The candidate filing 

deadline for the 2022 state legislative primary is 

March 29, 2022 (April 26 for Independent 

candidates).  The voter registration deadline for the 

June 7, 2022 primary is May 23, 2022.  

 
 


