
 

March 25, 2018 

“The Devout Life: By This Everyone Will Know You Are My Disciples” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

John 13:18, 21-38 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“ Your laws are wonderful. 

    No wonder I obey them! 

The teaching of your word gives light, 

    so even the simple can understand. 

I pant with expectation, 

    longing for your commands.” (Psalm 119:129-131) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Who is someone you think loves others well? What about them distinguishes them in how they love others well?  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: Romans 13:8-14; 1 John 4:7-21; Leviticus 19; Deuteronomy 6 

 

Key sermon points: 

• Jesus makes the command to “love one another” the centerpiece of discipleship. What parts of religious 

life are the easiest for you?  How easy is it for you to love others? 

• Jesus is talking about a different kind of love. “As I have loved you.” The love of Jesus doesn’t depend on 

the other earning His love. Who has loved you in a way that made you want to live a better life? 

• 3 Kinds of people Jesus has called us to love that might be difficult: 

1. The Least – those are the margins. How can we love those on the margins well? 

2. The Alien – those who are different than me. How can we improve the way we love those 

who aren’t like us? 

3. The Adversary – Judas or Peter. 

▪ How do we love those who openly oppose us? 

▪ How do we love those who disappoint or let us down? 

• If we follow the command to love, the world will see we are peculiar, different, and set apart. This is how 

we live holy lives. 

 



Next Steps: 

• Who is the Judaas or Peter in your life that Jesus is calling you to love? What is your next step to love 

them as Jesus lovs? 

 

Prayer of Confession 

God of love, it is your will that we should love you with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love our 

neighbor as ourselves, but we are not sufficient for these things. We confess that our affections continually turn 

away from you: from freedom to slavery, from compassion to indifference, from fullness to emptiness. Have 

mercy on us. Order our lives by your holy Word, and make your commandments the joy of our hearts. Conform 

us to the image of your loving Son, Jesus, that we may shine before the world to your glory. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 

 

Prayer based on Romans 12:1-2 

God, we give our bodies to You because of all you have done for us. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the 

kind you will find acceptable. This is the way we will worship You. We want to let You transform us into new 

people by changing the way we think. Then we will learn to know Your good, pleasing, and perfect will. 


