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“The Devout Life: If It Dies” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

John 12:20-26 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“our word is a lamp to guide my feet 

    and a light for my path. 

I’ve promised it once, and I’ll promise it again: 

    I will obey your righteous regulations.” (Psalm 119:105-106) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share about a time when you hear someone’s words but what you understood was different than what they 

meant. What caused the miscommunication?  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced:  

 

Key sermon points: 

• Ways to understand, “when it dies” from this passage: 

• Natural Law – this is the way a seed works 

• Proverb – the wise die and grow, the foolish stay the same 

• Invitation – If I can find a way to die, my life can multiply a thousand times but if I remain what I 

am, that is all the fruit I will ever see. 

• The glory give to Jesus does not come from the greeks, but from the Father as Jesus gives himself to 

death. 

• Self-sacrificial love is the nature of God. Jesus is most glorified when he show this self-sacrificial 

love. 

• Glory doesn’t come when others lift us up but, instead, when we are laid low. 

• What does it mean to die? 

• Renunciation of rights, glory, self-interest 

• Death to praise and criticism 

• If we die, our power/influence multiplies but since we are dead, we might not get to see it. 

 



Next Steps: 

• Ways to die to self: 

1. Practice dying everyday by commiting to something or someone other than yourself and your 

own self-interests. 

▪ When we do this, it will be tested – We want to be the shepherd until the wolves come 

2. Practice self-forgetfulness 

▪ Don’t get caught in the vortex of performance in which we always are checking to see 

what people think about us. 

3. Practice small disicplines in private 

• What would it mean for you to lose your life? How are you trying to save your life? 

• What are the first small disciplines you need to practice in order to die to self? 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 

 

Prayer based on Romans 12:1-2 

God, we give our bodies to You because of all you have done for us. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the 

kind you will find acceptable. This is the way we will worship You. We want to let You transform us into new 

people by changing the way we think. Then we will learn to know Your good, pleasing, and perfect will. 


