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John 12:1-8 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“Oh, how I love your instructions! 

    I think about them all day long. 

Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

    for they are my constant guide. 
 Yes, I have more insight than my teachers, 

    for I am always thinking of your laws. 

I am even wiser than my elders, 

    for I have kept your commandments. 

I have refused to walk on any evil path, 

    so that I may remain obedient to your word. 

I haven’t turned away from your regulations, 

    for you have taught me well. 

How sweet your words taste to me; 

    they are sweeter than honey. 

Your commandments give me understanding; 

    no wonder I hate every false way of life.” (Psalm 119:97-104) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Sometimes love can be expensive. Share about a time when you love for someone,or something, led you to do 

something costly.  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: Psalm 103 

 

Key sermon points: 

• What does America’s religion want from us? 

• Mary pours what would amount to $20,000 worth of perfume on Jesus’ feet. What is your initial, gut 

reaction to this act of extravagant love? 



• Judas is the first to speak. Does Judas speak for you in this situation? Why or why not? 

• Even though the perfume is for Jesus, the fragrance fills the room and becomes for everyone. Fragrance 

does not compete, it just occupies the space with everything else. Have you ever experienced an act of 

extravagant love that was meant for someone else but everyone around the act benefited? What was 

that like? 

• Even though Mary’s act seems scandalous to the people at the party, Jesus tells everyone to leave Mary 

alone. What types of acts of love might be scandalous today that Jesus might tell us to leave someone 

alone? 

• Can your religion ask you to do something that is too hard? Have you ever responded to this type of ask? 

 

Next Steps: 

• What do you do for love of God alone? What are you willing to risk, lose, suffer, or pay in order to 

honor Christ? 

• If you sense God calling you to some act of fragrant love, what is it? If you are willing, share that 

with the group. 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 

 

Prayer based on Romans 12:1-2 

God, we give our bodies to You because of all you have done for us. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice – the 

kind you will find acceptable. This is the way we will worship You. We want to let You transform us into new 

people by changing the way we think. Then we will learn to know Your good, pleasing, and perfect will. 


