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“Farsighted” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

Isaiah 29:13-14, 17-19; John 9:1-25, 35-39 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“Your eternal word, O Lord, 

    stands firm in heaven. 

Your faithfulness extends to every generation, 

    as enduring as the earth you created. 

I will never forget your commandments, 

    for by them you give me life. 

I am yours; rescue me!” (Psalm 119:89-90, 93-94a) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share about a time when you could see something no one else could see. What was it like trying to get someone 

else to see it?  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: See “Key Sermon Points” 

 

Key sermon points: 

• Have you ever seen Jesus? 

• Seeing Jesus is the pinnacle of the shift from Seen to Unseen. When you see Jesus as he truly is, the result 

is worship. 

• In the Old Testament, people would see God. 

o Isaiah – Isaiah 6:1-8 

o Daniel – Daniel 7:13-14 

o Jacob – Genesis 28:10-22 

o Moses – Exodus 33:12-23 

• There seems to be an expectation of seeing throughout the Scripture: 

o Psalm 27 

o Isaiah 33:17 

o Matthew 5:8 



• Everything in life is seen rightly through seeing Jesus: 

o Revelation 22:13 

o John 1:1-5 

o Colossians 1:15-20 

o Hebrews 1:1-4 

o Philippians 2:5-11 

• Reasons we can’t see Jesus: 

o Culture – The way of Jesus is just one way among many to God. 

o Religion (Christianity) – Our thoughts about God aren’t enough, we have to see Him. 

▪ Revelation 1:9-20 

o Myself – I project my personality onto Jesus causing him to conform to my image instead of me 

conforming to His image. 

o Which of these seems to keep you from seeing Jesus? 

 

Next Steps: 

• Patterns that might help us stay in places that help us see Jesus: 

1. Scripture 

2. Sacraments 

3. With the poor and impoverished. 

• Revelation 5:1-14 

• How do you respond to seeing Jesus? Have you seen Him? 

 

Prayer: 

“Lord, we want to see.” 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 

 

Colossians 1:15-20 

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. 

    He existed before anything was created and is supreme over all creation, 
16 for through him God created everything 

    in the heavenly realms and on earth. 

He made the things we can see 

    and the things we can’t see— 

such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities in the unseen world. 

    Everything was created through him and for him. 
17 He existed before anything else, 

    and he holds all creation together. 
18 Christ is also the head of the church, 

    which is his body. 

He is the beginning, 



    supreme over all who rise from the dead.  

    So he is first in everything. 
19 For God in all his fullness 

    was pleased to live in Christ, 
20 and through him God reconciled 

    everything to himself. 

He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth 

    by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 


