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“The Eyes of Faith” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

 Isaiah 32:1-5, 8; Mark 8:22-26 
 

Opening Prayer: 

“My soul faints with longing for your salvation, 

    but I have put my hope in your word. 

My eyes fail, looking for your promise; 

    I say, ‘When will you comfort me?’ 

In your unfailing love preserve my life, 

    that I may obey the statutes of your mouth.” (Psalm 119:81-82, 88) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Share about a time when you committed to something, even though it was going to be extremely difficult. Tell 

about your experience. What did you learn?  

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other Scriptures referenced: Philippians 1:1-6; Philppians 2:12-13 

 

Key sermon points: 

 

• What assumptions do you have that inform all the decisions you make? 

How did you develop these assumptions? 

• Some assumptions that we may need to realign: 

o What we used to assume is coincidence, may be a movement of God. 

o What we used to see as an interruption may be something God wants to 

happen. 

o Those appropriate words someone shares that we thought we unintended 

may be from God. 

• Some daily habits that help us see the unseen: 

o Scripture: Memorization 

o Solitude: Meditation 

o Testimony 



o Reflection: What is God speaking to you directly? 

• Faith is not absence of sight or reason. Faith is an engagement of the will. Faith accesses another source 

of knowledge and reality. 

• Faith is learned. 

• Some lessons from Mark 8:22-26 

o Miracles seem to occur in stages. They don’t always happen all at once. 

o When you see clearly, you see something as it really is. To see what Jesus saw is to see reality. 

o If you only see vaguely, stay honest about it and stay with Jesus. 

o Jesus finishes what he starts. 

 

Next Steps: 

• Challenge some of your assumptions that are counter to what Jesus teaches. Take what Jesus says 

and try it out. Step out in faith and test the way of Jesus. 

• Share with the group how you will do this. 

 

Prayer: 

“Lord, we want to see.” 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Pray about how you will respond to the sermon. 


