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“Having Integrity” 

Pastor Steve DeNeff 

Matthew 5:27-37; Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

Opening Prayer: 

Prepare our hearts, O God, to accept your Word. Silence in us any voices but your own, so that we may hear 

your Word and also do it; through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Prayers for Illumination) 

 

Discussion Starter: 

Do you agree that we live in a “cheating culture?” Where have you seen this “cheating culture” lived out? How 

do we sometimes justify cheating? 

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• Remember and review why we are talking about living the gospel. What is the gospel? What does the 

gospel have to do with the way we live our lives? 

• What key points or ideas form this week’s sermon stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other passages referenced: Genesis 15 

 

Key sermon points: 

• Your integrity and reputation determind how far you go in life, how much you enjoy life, and what 

people will say about you when your life is over. 

• Blessed are the pure in heart. Blessed are the single-minded people. 

• Pure = unpolluted or undivided. Heart = the entire being – actions, values, etc. 

• The language of integrity is “promise.” When we make a promise, our integrity is on display and 

available to be judged. 

• We are people of a covenant and God has made promises. 

1. God starts with making promises to us without us first making promises to Him. God makes 

promises first! 

2. When God makes a promise, the relationship of those involved with the promise changes. Those 

who were not a part of the family become family. 

▪ In God’s promises, there isn’t an obligation to the terms but, instead, an obligation to the 

person. 

3. God’s promises give us the feeling of love, trust, security, and freedom because God has already 

taken us in. 

http://www.caldwellpresby.org/docs/resources/Prayers%20for%20Illumination.pdf


4. Even when we fail, God never breaks His promises. 

• Every promise we make is rooted in the promises God has made to us. 

1. Matthew 5:27-32 – When we’ve made a promise to a relationship, lust shows a divided heart. 

2. Matthew 5:33-37 – “Scalable promises” do not truly reflect the being of God and who we are to 

be. 

 

Next Steps: 

• How to assess character/integrity. (Our own character 

and the character of others.) 

o Truthfulness – reliable, dependable, follow-

through 

o Goodness – the interests of the other is in the 

mind and heart. 

o Courage – still do what needs to be done even 

when it will be hard – persistence and 

endurance. 

• When have I had integrity? When have I shown truthfulness, goodness, and courage in harmony? 

• When haven’t I had integrity? Which of these have I lacked at one time or another? What was the 

circumstance? What did I learn about myself? About God? 

• When could I have integrity? 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Specifically in regards to how you will respond to 

the sermon. 


