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Matthew 5:1-16; Ephesians 1:3, 11-14 
 

Opening Prayer: 

O God, guide us by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth find freedom, 

and in your will discover peace; through Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

Discussion Starter: 

What is the difference between convictions and courage? Share a time you had a conviction about something 

and how did you show those convictions. Share a time when you were courageous with your life and actions. 

 

Sermon Summary: 

Review the sermon as a group. 

• How was “the gospel” defined in last week’s sermon? 

• What key points or ideas stood out to you? 

• How did the Spirit stir you to action or change? 

• What other Scripture passages came to mind during the sermon and why? 

o Other passages referenced: Isiaiah 61 

 

Key sermon points: 

• The best way to preach the gospel is for ordinary people of God to live the gospel. 

• In the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus shows who the gospel people are and how they show 

God’s Kingdom on earth. 

• God’s Kingdom almost never comes suddenly, but slowly and gradually. 

• God’s Kingdom begins with the inner change of the Kingdom people. 

• The Gospel Community is: 

1. Counter-Cultural 

2. Favored (Blessed/Flourishing/Satisfied/Complete) 

3. Redemptive – Speaking with the end in mind – this is where the future is going 

• The Gospel Community will: 

1. Make Peace 

2. Keep Promises 

3. Make Room 

4. Carry Crosses 

5. Share Hope 

 



Next Steps: 

• Given that we can see how the world is going to go (in the gospel), will you become a part of the 

resistance? What might that mean for you? 

• Using the Beatitudes as a guide, what are Gospel People like? Which of these do you find easy to live? 

Which do you find difficult? Are there any you don’t understand? 

 

Prayer: 

Spend some time sharing ways you can pray for each other. Specifically in regards to how you will respond to 

the sermon. 


